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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  

from the President, Executive and Members  

of the Home Hill Chamber of Commerce 
 

We look forward to your continuing support in 2025 

The 2024 Home Hill Harvest Festival Queens, Madison Mainwaring-

Samwell (left), who was sponsored by the Burdekin Netball Association and 

Marnie Skipper, who represented the Home Hill Community Kindergarten  

Huge crowds support Festival Finale 
A MONSTER Harvest Festival Parade and huge crowds that made 

their way into the Festival Street Party area provided the highlights to 

the finale of another successful Home Hill Harvest Festival. 

     Continued on Page 6— 

Wet weather fails to dampen Craft Fair 

HARD work breeds success—just ask  the volunteer workers at the 

Burdekin Uniting Church’s Craft Fair held on the last weekend of 

November. Following on from the excellent efforts of the Burdekin 

Race Club’s Derby Day celebrations and the Harvest Festival Com-

mittee’s finale, as mentioned in this edition of The Home Hill News, 

only weeks later, the Craft Fair fought back from early morning thun-

der, lightning and heavy rain to once again draw a huge crowd to 

the Burdekin Memorial Hall. In fact, we tried (without success) to 

encourage several leaders and volunteers out of the kitchen for a 

short time to take a photo—hence the photo above without any 

important faces, but with a huge crowd packing the hall and high-

lighting the success of the event. In fact, it could best be described  

as “hectic” in the kitchen as customers’ orders were filled.  



 

The finer points of Home Hill . . 
LAST month, we mentioned 

the number of centenary cele-

brations that are coming up in 

and around the Home Hill 

community around this time, 

following on from the recogni-

tion of the milestone for the 

Home Hill Post Office building 

and that included the Home 

Hill Race Club, which has 

timelines dating back to 1924. 

That early history is now being 

highlighted by the Burdekin 

Race Club as celebrations 

coincide with the race meeting 

to take place on Saturday, De-

cember 7. That race meeting 

is a bonus for the local club as 

they take over a date originally 

allocated to the Charters Tow-

ers Club. However, it works in 

well with planned celebrations 

of the centenary of the Home 

Hill  Club. It will be good rea-

son for local residents to at-

tend the meeting and enjoy an 

afternoon of racing on the 

highly rated Home Hill track. 

 

WHILE the small group of vol-

unteers from Bluey’s Op Shop 

in Home Hill enjoyed their 

Christmas celebrations recent-

ly, it was distinctly obvious that 

there was a clear lack of male 

volunteers amongst the group 

who brought their year to an 

end. In fact, there was only 

five men among the estimated 

50 attendees—which begged 

the question, where are all the 

male volunteers? We were 

told they would be more than 

welcome, especially to assist 

with lifting boxes and similar 

jobs. All of those present were 

past the retiring age but they 

are providing an excellent ser-

vice, especially at a time when 

there is a strong emphasis on 

saving costs in the household 

budgets. If any male in the 

community has some spare 

time to assist, Margaret 

Thorne would love to welcome 

them to Bluey’s Op Shop—

and there are probably many 

other groups who are in the 

same position. 

FULL marks must go to the volunteers on 

the Home Hill Harvest Festival Committee 

who must have been extremely proud of 

the results of the 2024 Program of events, 

which culminated in the huge crowd that 

turned out for the annual Parade and 

Street Party in and around Watson’s 

Green. Our photo (above) shows just part 

of the massive crowd that moved en 

masse towards the Street Party immedi-

ately following the Parade. There is a lot 

of work that has to go into putting together 

such an extensive program of events, that 

extended from the Ephemera opening in 

September through to events in Oc-

tober and culminating in that won-

derful finale. That mass crowd had 

to be fed and entertained and those 

needs seemed to be adequately 

met in an area that is now expand-

ing across to the Home Hill Memori-

al Park. Congratulations to Presi-

dent Mark Vass and his team on 

their efforts at a time when all or-

ganisations everywhere are crying 

out for volunteers to put their hands 

up to assist with events such as the 

Harvest Festival. 

AS we enter the Christmas period, we 

need to issue a reminder to our commu-

nity residents to make sure they again 

enter into the festive spirit that usually 

emanates at this time of the year and 

start erecting the residential decorations 

that we are usually noted for. We can 

remember the years when there were 

large numbers of vehicles of all sizes 

and shapes filling Home Hill’s streets as 

they ensured they visited all the deco-

rated homes. The Home Hill Chamber 

of Commerce will once again be pre-

senting the two trophies in the Residen-

tial Christmas Decoration Awards—one 

for the best individual residence and 

another for the best neighbourhood 

award, which covers six homes in the 

one block on either side of the street. 

All that needs is for all neighbours to  

start talking to eachother to decide the 

best way to highlight their homes with 

the festive spirit. And for those who are 

unable to go to a large extent with deco-

rations, they are encouraged to spread 

the tinsel to meet the idea put forward a 

couple of years ago to turn Home Hill 

into “Tinsel Town” by spreading the 

tinsel around the front fences and gar-

dens of local residences. Let us make it 

a year of decorations aplenty and be 

ready for the judging which will take 

place after Friday, December 13. 

 

A FINAL REMINDER—this will be the 

last edition of The Home Hill News for 

2024. Our best wishes go out to all our 

readers for their support throughout the 

past year and we trust you all have a 

very Merry Christmas and a Bright and 

Prosperous 2025. The first edition of 

The Home Hill News for 2025 will be 

available at the beginning of February, 

after everyone has had a chance to 

settle down and get back to normal 

after the Christmas-New Year Break. If 

you are travelling please drive carefully 

so that everyone can return to a pros-

perous 2025 for all residents through-

out our Home Hill Community. 

Christmas Greetings to Everyone! 

    - DAVID JACKSON 



 

Enjoy a day out under the big trees at the  

Home Hill Race Track, as the  

Burdekin Race Club features these coming events — 

More big race days ahead in Home Hill 

Future meetings:  

Saturday, December 7, 2024 
 

Centenary celebrations for 

the Home Hill Race Club 

A large program of local races plus  

southern events—and with local  

bookmakers on course and an excellent 

range of food options available 

President of the Home Hill- Ayr Lions Club, Laurie Land presents the Bursary 

to successful first year University student, Brigitte Davies 

Lions Bursary honour 

for University student 
THE 2023 Vince Toohey Memo-

rial Bursary has been presented 

to first-year university student, 

Brigitte Davies by the Home Hill-

Ayr Lions Club Inc.   

A student of the Burdekin Cath-

olic High School, Brigitte 

achieved the highest ATAR 

score in the Burdekin in 2023 

and subsequently was awarded 

the bursary to assist with her 

university costs.   

The bursary is made over two 

payments – the first upon com-

mencement of study and the 

second on completion of a suc-

cessful first year of university.   

The Lions Club was delighted to 

have Brigitte and her parents, 

Bryce and Catherine in attend-

ance at a recent meeting, where 

she was presented with the 

bursary and the Club members 

heard about Brigitte’s studies. 

Vince Toohey was the son of 

long-time Lion, Patrick Toohey 

and Lioness Lydia Toohey and 

had just begun university stud-

ies when he lost his life in a 

tragic accident.   

The Home Hill Lions Club estab-

lished the bursary shortly after 

to support a student in the Bur-

dekin wishing to undertake uni-

versity studies.   

Both Patrick and Lydia were ex-

cellent Lions and community 

members, who had a passion for 

assisting the youth of the Burde-

kin district.   

The Home Hill-Ayr Lions Club is 

proud to continue what is such an 

important and significant bursary 

to the club and its members, who 

love to meet the winning student 

and hear what their future may 

entail. 

Any Year 12 Burdekin students 

receiving an ATAR score in 2024 

have been encouraged to submit 

their ATAR for consideration for 

the 2024 Bursary.   

The Burdekin student achieving 

the highest ATAR in the district 

(having submitted their result) will 

be awarded the bursary to assist 

with university costs.   

If a student believes they may 

qualify, they are asked to forward 

a copy of their ATAR to the Home 

Hill-Ayr Lions Club Inc at email: 

homehilllions@gmail.com by Jan-

uary 1, 2025.   

Unfortunately, results lodged after 

that date will not be able to be 

considered. 

Headline act for Shire Carols 
THE Burdekin Shire festive sea-

son will be off to a positive start 

when the 2024 Bendigo Commu-

nity Bank Home Hill and Ayr 

Christmas Carols will be held at 

the Home Hill State High School 

oval.  

The event kicks off at 5.30pm on 

Sunday, December 8, 2024 with 

this year’s celebration featuring a 

headline act hailing from the Bur-

dekin - René LeFeuvre. 

Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort said the 

evening would feature live music, 

a variety of food stalls, a photo 

booth, face painting and a special 

visit from Santa. 

“This free family-friendly event is 

open to all and is a wonderful 

way to come together to cele-

brate the holiday season,” Cr 

Dalle Cort said. 

“Known for his soulful perfor-

mances, René is set to bring his 

unique blend of talent and heart 

to the stage, making this a stand-

out event for all ages. 

“We are very excited to have him 

back in his hometown and I 

would like to take this opportunity 

to thank our sponsors for their 

invaluable support in bringing this 

event to life.” 

There is something for everyone 

at the 2024 Christmas Carols - 

whether it’s the music, food or 

the spectacular fireworks display, 

you will not want to miss out.  

mailto:homehilllions@gmail.com
http://www.burdekinraceclub.com.au/
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New Council changes the location of Shire Christmas Trees 

THE most visible signs of Christ-

mas in the Burdekin Shire towns 

– the large Christmas Trees - 

have changed this year, with the 

new Council moving the Home 

Hill tree from its location of many 

years on the median at the cor-

ner of Eighth Avenue and Eighth 

Street to the Comfort Stop. 

The Ayr tree has also been 

erected outside the Burdekin 

Theatre – a decision that was not 

well received by some Shire 

residents because it meant the 

removal of a large tree in the 

Theatre forecourt. 

Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort said the 

changes aimed to make the new 

trees “more accessible, safer 

and enjoyable for families and 

visitors throughout the festive 

season”. 

She said it also coincided with 

the launch of the Mayor’s Christ-

mas Tree Appeal. 

She said the new locations of-

fered ample space for people to 

gather and enjoy holiday festivi-

ties. 

“These areas will help make the 

new Christmas trees a focal 

point of joy and celebration for 

families across the Shire,” she 

said. “While the traditional loca-

tion in Ayr at the roundabout has 

been a wonderful spot in the 

past, Council wanted to make 

the experience safer and more 

welcoming for everyone. 

“The existing Christmas trees 

are over 30 years old, have 

structural damage and are ag-

ing, making them ready for a 

well-deserved retirement,” Cr 

Dalle Cort said.  

She said Council recognised 

that there were mixed feelings 

around the location changes and 

they understood change can be 

difficult, “but we see this as a 

wonderful opportunity to create 

a safer, family-friendly environ-

ment”. 

“As part of the improvements, 

she said Council was also look-

ing at enhancing the roundabout 

with a new garden display to 

keep it vibrant all year round and 

providing a welcoming feature for 

residents and visitors alike. 

The removal of the Christmas 

Tree from the Queen Street 

roundabout and its installation in 

the forecourt of the Burdekin 

Theatre resulted in a petition 

being circulated indicating a 

“strong objection” to the Council 

plans. 

The petition asked for the new 

tree to be placed at the rounda-

bout “as a visual reminder to all 

tourists and locals as they travel 

the Bruce Highway that the 

Christmas season is approach-

ing, while also helping to beautify 

the shopping precinct”. 

The petition also pointed out that 

the tree at the roundabout encour-

aged locals and tourists to shop 

locally; it provided a festive atmos-

phere to the Ayr CBD and it would 

be a focal point of the Queen 

Street Christmas Party. 

It was also requested that the tree 

near the fountain (near the Thea-

tre) not be removed “as it provides 

shade all year round”. 

However, while there were over 

400 signatures on the petition in a 

few days, as well as support on an 

on-line petition, the tree quickly 

disappeared from the Theatre 

forecourt and the new 2025 

Christmas Tree has been erected 

in its place. 

 

THE November meeting of the 

Home Hill Chamber of Com-

merce again attracted a large 

attendance as guest speaker, 

Ross Romeo, spoke on his role 

at CORES, (Community 

Owned Response Eliminating 

Suicide)  for which he recently 

won a major award. Mr Romeo 

(centre) is pictured with repre-

sentatives of the Burdekin Arti-

sans Community Association,  

Sandi Milani (left) and Desley 

Jackson, at the meeting,  

CORES speaker at Home Hill Chamber 

https://homehillchamber.com.au/advertise-in-home-hill-news/


Home Hill Police Beat 
— By Sergeant Sam Pyke, Officer-In-

Charge of the Home Hill Police Station 

WE continue to see a re-

duction in overall crime 

within the division since 

the start of the year. 

Over the past eight to nine 

months, I have employed 

a number of strategies to 

address public concern 

and crime in general. The 

statistics and feedback 

from the community indi-

cate that these strategies 

are having an impact.  

However, I am mindful 

that all good things don't 

last forever . . . That’s why 

all officers at Home Hill 

will continue to be com-

mitted to holding offend-

ers to account and ensur-

ing our community feels 

safe. We use every tool in 

our toolbox to ensure that 

crime is addressed quick-

ly, investigated profes-

sionally and is efficiently 

dealt with.  

The Home Hill Division 

has seen minimal property 

offences over November. 

Notably, on November 16, 

2024, a residence on First 

Avenue was subject to a 

break and enter. Within 

eight hours of the offence 

being committed, local 

officers quickly identified 

the offenders and dealt 

with three juveniles under 

the provisions of the 

Youth Justice Act.  

Home Hill continues to 

see a number of drink and 

drug driving offences in 

the division, with a number of 

persons being charged in 

November for these offenc-

es. They will now face the 

Ayr Magistrates Court for 

their efforts and all are look-

ing at hefty periods of licence 

disqualification.  

Local officers are often pa-

trolling streets in areas peo-

ple don't expect to see us. As 

the old saying goes—

anywhere, anytime, you can 

expect to be breath and drug 

tested.  

 

Staffing  

SENIOR Constable Joel Lit-

tle will be leaving Home Hill 

Station in December for 

greener pastures down 

south.  

Joel has spent over five 

years policing the Burdekin, 

between Clare and Home Hill 

and has con-

tributed a lot 

to our com-

munity. I wish 

Joel and his 

family all the 

best in his 

new position.  

I have man-

aged to snap 

up some tal-

ent from the 

Ayr Station, 

with Senior 

Constable 

Will Stewart 

coming 

across to the 

good side of 

the bridge in late January. 

Will comes to us with a no

-nonsense, common-

sense approach to polic-

ing.  

Having worked with Will 

previously in Fortitude 

Valley and Ayr, he will be 

a welcome addition to the 

Home Hill team—if he 

stays on the right side of 

Josie . . . 

 

During the Christmas peri-

od, the counter will be 

closed for public holidays 

only and every Wednes-

day.  

As 2024 comes to a close, 

the Home Hill Station would 

like to wish everyone a Mer-

ry Christmas and Happy 

New Year.  

We will be out on patrol all 

throughout the holiday sea-

son to ensure our communi-

ty is safe.  

As always, my door is al-

ways open if you have any 

concerns or want a chat.  

Stay safe.  

A continuing reduction in crime 

Home Hill Police 

Officers—Sergeant 

Sam Pyke  

Senior Constable 

Jason Robertson  

Senior Constable 

Dean Wellington  

Senior Constable 

Joel Little  

Drivers Licensing/Police Counter— 

A reminder that Home Hill Police Station counter hours are— 

• Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: 8.30am to 

2:.45pm. Closed Wednesday.  

 Closed for lunch 12.30pm to 1pm. 
 

Queensland Transport hours— 

• Monday, Tuesday and Thursday – 8.30am to 12 noon. 



ABOVE—Tony Gemellaro (front) and other Home 

Hill Lions, Laurie Land and Sam Harris were hard 

at work cooking steaks to appease the hungry 

crowd at the Street Party. 

Huge Parade crowds lead into Festival Street Party 
Continued from Page 1— 

Under a youthful organising 

group, Mark Vass and his team 

once again did an exceptional 

job putting together a full pro-

gram of events that spread from 

the opening Ephemera event at 

Lloyd Mann Gardens in Sep-

tember to the finale in early 

November. 

The finale events on the pro-

gram included the Rotary Har-

vest Festival Ball held at the 

Burdekin Memorial Hall, where 

the Personality and Charity 

Queens were crowned before 

an enthusiastic crowd of sup-

porters, before the annual festi-

val came to an end on Satur-

day, November 9. 

The crowning of the winning 

Queen entrants resulted in 

Marnie Skipper, sponsored by 

the Home Hill Community Kin-

dergarten being named the 

Personality Queen, while Madi-

son Mainwaring-Samwell won 

the Charity Queen title for her 

sponsoring organisation, the 

Burdekin Netball Association. 

The street parade moved off 

along Eighth Avenue from 5pm 

before winding its way through 

the Central Business District to 

the Post Office, where it did a U

-Turn and returned to the Street 

Party area circling Watson’s 

Green, where the festival of fun, 

food and entertainment contin-

ued well into the night. 

And that created an amazing 

sight as the huge crowd set its 

sights on the activities planned 

for an expanded area, which 

spread into the Home Hill Me-

morial Park and allowed a vast 

arrangement of food stalls, car-

nival rides and entertainment 

sites to fit into the area. 

ABOVE and LEFT—This aging 

tractor led a similar display of 

pioneering vehicles that, as the 

sign on the back of the lead 

vehicle said,  “Machinery that 

built our town”.  
 

RIGHT—Home Hill News & 

Coffee Proprietors, Shay and 

Ken Linton played their part in 

the Festival Procession as they 

promoted the town as well as 

their popular business  

BELOW—Sam, Wilmar Sugar & 

Renewables’ most popular Loco 

joined in the Festival Parade. 

Some of the art work on 

display in the Burdekin Art 

Society’s Festival Exhibition 



 

 

MALPASS HOTEL 
145 Eighth Avenue, Home Hill Qld 4806 

 

Come and try our Menu that 
will delight your taste buds 

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday ONLY 

Dine-In and Take away 

ENTRÉE— 

Garlic Bread      $  5.90 

Home Made Spring Rolls (3 pcs)    $10.90 

Bowl of Chips      $  6.90 

Salt Pepper Calamari with Aioli Sauce   $14.90 

Cheesy Garlic Bread     $  6.90 

Crispy Pork Belly  

  with Scallop & Teriyaki Sauce    $16.90 
 

MAINS— 

Crispy Pork Belly 

   Served with Baked Potato and buttered  

   Broccolini     $18.90 

Crumbed Steak      

   Served with Chips & Salad   $18.90 

Chicken Schnitzel 

   Served with Chips & Salad   $18.90 
 

SAUCES - 

  Mushroom Sauce     $  2.50 

  Pepper Sauce      $  2.50 

  Gravy Sauce      $  2.00 
 

FILIPINO TRADITIONAL FOOD—   

Stir-Fry Noodles with Seasonal Vegies  $18.50 

  Authentic Filipino Stir Fry nnndles with season  

 veggies, chicken and pork 

Kare-Kare served with Jasmine Rice  $18.90 

  Classic Filipino beef stew infused with a  

   Savoury Peanut Sauce 

Pork Adobo served with Jasmine Rice   $18.90 

  Filipino authentic dish is a tangy, savoury  

  and slight sweet dish 

 

DESSERT— 

Turon       $  8.50 

Classic Filipino Street Food where sweet, ripe Bananas are wrapped 

in spring roll wrappers to create a light and crispy dessert 

 

Leche Flan  $  8.50 

Filipino sweet treat with the creamy 

and rich dessert made with whole 

eggs, milk and sugar tapped with 

golden caramel 

 

KIDS MEAL— 

 

Kids Nuggets $  9.90 

  With Chips and Tomato Sauce 

Kids Pizza  $  9.90 

  With Chips and Tomato Sauce 

Kids Fish Battered $  9.90 

  With Chips and Tomato Sauce 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday ONLY 

Dine-In and Take away 

ENTRÉE— 

 Garlic Bread      $  5.90 

 Cheesy Garlic Bread     $  6.90 

 Salt Pepper Calamari with Aioli Sauce   $14.90 

 Bowl of Chips      $  6.90 

 Home Made Spring Rolls (3 pcs)    $10.90 

 Crispy Pork Belly      $16.90 

     with Scallop & Teriyaki Sauce     

MAINS— 

AUSTRALIAN FOOD— 

Rump Steak 300g      $29.90 

  Served with Chips o& salad OR mashed potato and steamed veggies 

Chicken Parmigiana      $27.90 

  Served with Chips & salad OR mashed potato and steamed veggies 

Crispy Pork Belly       $25.90 

  Served with Baked Potato and buttered Broccolini 

Crumbed Steak      $24.90 

  Served with Chips & salad OR mashed potato and steamed veggies 

Chicken Schnitzel      $23.90 

  Served with Chips & salad OR mashed potato and  

  steamed veggies 

Malpass Original Beef Burger    $19.90 

  Beef Patty with melted cheese, bacon jam, lettuce,  

  tomato and truffle sauce 

PIZZA 

Ham & Pineapple      $17.90 

  Ham, Pineapple & Cheese 

Supreme       $23.90 

  Bacon, cabanassi, pepperoni, ham, onions,  

  mushroom, capsicum, olives, pineapple and cheese 

Butchers Block      $21.90 

  Bacon, salami, chicken, and beef strips, topped with cheese 

FILIPINO TRADITIONAL FOOD— 

Stir-Fry Noodles with Seasonal Vegies 

Stir Fry noodles in an authentic Filipino favourite food 

 1. Prawn $24.90     2. Pork $23.90     3. Chicken  $22.80  4. Vegetarian $23.90 

Add + Prawn +8 / Pork +6 / Chicken + 6 / Vegetarian + 5 

Chop Suey Stir Fry with assorted veggies served with jasmine rice 

 1. Prawn $24.90     2. Pork $22.90     3. Chicken  $22.90  4. Vegetarian $23.90 

Add + Prawn +8 / Pork +6 / Chicken + 6 / Vegetarian + 5 

Sweet & Sour Fish served with jasmine rice             $24.90 

Classic Filipino dish made out of crispy fish fillet served with a home-made 

sweet & sour sauce 

 Kare-Kare served with Jasmine Rice            $18.90 

Classic Filipino beef stew infused with a savoury peanut sauce 

Pork Adobo served with Jasmine Rice                  $18.90 

Filipino authentic dish is a tangy savoury and slightly sweet dish 

DESSERT— 

Turon        $  8.50 

Classic Filipino Street Food where sweet, ripe Bananas are wrapped in spring roll wrap-

pers to create a light and crispy dessert 

Leche Flan       $  8.50 

Filipino sweet treat with the creamy and rich dessert made with  

whole eggs, milk and sugar tapped with golden caramel 
 

KID’S MEALS  

Also available—All priced at $9.90 each 



Canegrowers query “Flippant” remarks 
THE Burdekin Canegrowers 

organisation have described as 

“flippant” the comments made by 

a spokesperson from the Bowen 

Pipeline Company in the Novem-

ber edition of The Home Hill 

News.  

The  comments noted that “it was 

interesting to see the Canegrow-

ers February 2024 submission to 

the QCA looking to hand back up 

to some 150,000ML of water to 

Sunwater, the water allocated for 

wetting the open channels”.   

In an email to The Home Hill 

News, Canegrowers Burdekin 

Manager, Greg Watson said “As 

you know, water is a very valua-

ble commodity and 150,000ML is 

a massive amount of water. For 

some unnamed spokesperson to 

make such a flippant comment 

about Canegrowers looking to 

hand back up to 150,000ML of 

water to Sunwater is something 

that should have triggered a fact 

check”. 

Mr Watson said he was confident 

it wasn’t the peak body, Cane-

growers who the spokesperson 

was referring to “as we did not 

state any such thing in our Febru-

ary 2024 QCA submissions”. 

He asked for a correction and an 

apology, “as unfortunately some 

of our members are thinking the 

article refers to us, which is not 

correct and is disconcerting”. 

In a response to the Canegrow-

ers’ concerns, the Bowen Pipe-

line Company (BPC) advised that 

“the information we received was 

derived from the BRIA submis-

sion to the QCA dated 29th Feb-

ruary, 2024 (see pages 6 and 7, 

Entitlements and Usage. 

206,737ml of water allocations 

(made up of 16,260ml high priori-

ty and 190,477 medium priority) 

are held by Sunwater for channel 

distribution losses, for which 

around 34 per cent was estimat-

ed as being used.  

“The reading of the BRIA submis-

sion is that the BRIA members 

do not wish to pay for water that 

is allocated for channel distribu-

tion losses but not actually lost. 

“Sunwater could also convert 

some of its distribution loss water 

allocation by investing in channel 

lining or other infrastructure to 

reduce seepage from its channel 

system. This has the potential to 

release up to 206,737 ML of 

water allocations.” 

The BPC also asked to make it 

clear that "Bowen Pipeline Com-

pany supports the BRIA Cane-

growers’ desire to not pay for 

water that is not utilised and has 

very high regard for the amazing 

industry that has been developed 

over many generations”. 

The BPC also attached the 

lengthy Report from which they 

obtained their information, which 

came under a heading of 

“Entitlements and Usage”. 

In a following response, Mr Wat-

son suggested that the Bowen 

Pipeline Company had been 

“caught out” with the comment 

that “Canegrowers February 

2024 submission to the QCA 

looking to hand back up to some 

150,000ML of water to Sun-

water”, as there was no Cane-

grower submission which said 

that.   

He said they were referring to a 

BRIA submission. 

Races support Flying Doctor 

President of the Burdekin Race Club, Ricky 

Gudge (left) handed over a cheque for $1800 to 

Matt Hutton, a Partnership Specialist with the 

Royal Flying Doctor Service during the Derby 

Day Race Meeting in Home Hill on November 2. 

That meeting also featured the Country Cups 

Challenge Qualifier for the Burdekin Club, which 

resulted in Starsonic, ridden by Chris Whiteley, 

winning and going on to represent the club at 

the final at Doomben in Brisbane on November 

30. The funds raised by the Burdekin Club in 

association with the Country Cups Challenge 

has now grown to  $2534.  

Artisans’ Christmas ideas 

volunteer members, Fred and 

Marge Morcom, who decorate 

their own home over the 

Christmas period, the Burde-

kin Artisans currently have a 

large range of festive decora-

tive ideas to select from. 

That includes a range of 

Christmas Trees (pictured 

above) on display that can be 

used for a background for fes-

tive photos—for a gold coin 

donation— or even to take 

home to decorate your home. 

Call into 170 Arts of the Ave-

nue and inspect the unique 

range of Christmas products 

to add to your home. 

RESIDENTS of the 

Burdekin are being 

encouraged to visit 

the Burdekin Artisans 

premises at 170 Arts 

on the Avenue in 

Home Hill to view the 

impressive Christmas 

decorations on dis-

play and possibly find 

a unique display for 

their own homes. 

The artistic members of the 

Association have been busy 

over the past month preparing 

for the festive period, although 

the recent rains have put paid 

to their plans for a Car Boot 

Sale and an Open Day. 

However, they were able to 

highlight their unique products 

at the recent Burdekin Craft 

Spectacular in Home Hill, 

where their stall highlighted 

many of the novel gift ideas 

produced by Association 

members. 

With the help of the many cre-

ative hand-made ideas from 



Combining at the handover of the new chairs and tables were (Standing, from left) 

Casszandra Nicolson (Allied Health Assistant), Alf Musumeci (Rotary Club Presi-

dent), Mike Newton (Rotary Club Providor), John Donald (Lions Club Secretary), 

Sam Harris (Lions Club Member) and Rose Metcalfe (Clinical Nurse) and Patient 

Barry Hodder. 

Service Clubs combine 

for hospital donation 
TWO Home Hill service 

clubs have combined 

with the Home Hill Hos-

pital Benefit Fund to im-

prove facilities for the 

patients currently occu-

pying the 14 beds in the 

Hospital. 

Equal donations from 

the Benefit Fund, the 

Home Hill-Ayr Lions 

Club and the Home Hill 

Rotary Club have result-

ed in the Hospital now 

having two motorised 

luxury leather chairs that 

lift from the back to as-

sist patients to easily exit 

the chair and four over 

armchair tilting tables, 

which fit over the chairs 

and can be wheeled into 

position at the chair to 

allow patients to comfort-

ably eat their meals. 

Representatives of the 

two service clubs visited 

the Hospital at the end of 

November to hand over 

the new tables and 

chairs, which are valued 

at over $6000. 

Remaining members of the Burdekin National Serviceman’s Association included 

(from left) Dino Poli (second intake, 1955), Bob Bonassi (second intake, 1955), Donn 

Thomson (first intake, 1958), Neville Edwards (fifth intake, 1958) and Bev Woods 

(voluntary secretary and wife for deceased member, Ernie Woods). (Absent was John 

Edwards). 

National Serviceman’s  

Association disbands 
THE Burdekin Branch of 

the National Service-

man’s Association has 

met its demise, as the 

age and lack of numbers 

has caught up with the 

remaining members of 

the group who met regu-

larly for mainly social 

occasions. 

The group met for the 

last time officially on 

Sunday, November 23 

for a final luncheon at 

the Home Hill Communi-

ty Sports Club and to 

finalise their financial 

position according to the 

rules of the Association. 

President Donn Thom-

son said the group met 

regularly at the Sports 

Club on Sunday morn-

ings at what were mainly 

social gatherings but 

they had been reduced 

to five members and 

they had got to the stage 

where no-one wanted to 

raise money for other 

organisations. 

He said the group had 

travelled a bit to other 

areas such as Charters 

Towers where they 

were given a tour of 

historic war sites in that 

area. 

Mr Thomson said the 

final meeting was a 

“bloody good party” as 

they distributed their 

funds to the luncheon 

as well as making do-

nations to other organi-

sations. 

He said the remaining 

members would proba-

bly get together socially 

whenever they wished 

to just to keep in touch. 

The National Service-

man’s Association will 

not be forgotten as dur-

ing its lifetime, a plaque 

was mounted on a rock 

near 

the 

Home 

Hill 

Rail-

way 

Station 

several 

years 

ago. 

Joining the remaining members of the Burdekin Branch of the National Serviceman’s 

Association were (from left) Home Hill RSL Member Bill Lowis, President of the Towns-

ville Branch of the Association, Neville Hines, Rosemary Menkens who chaired the final 

meeting, President of the Home Hill Sub-Branch of the RSL, Richard Kelly and Towns-

ville Secretary, Ian Kuhl 



Home Hill remembered the end of World War I 

Crs John Furnell (left) and Max Musumeci laid a wreath 

at the Cenotaph on behalf of the Burdekin Shire Council 

Piper Roy Page (left) played ‘The Lament” at the service at the Home Hill Cenotaph, while Burdekin Brass 

Band member, Raymond Petersen played the Last Post and Reveille 

President of the Home Hill Sub-Branch of the RSL laid the first wreath at 

the service at the Cenotaph 

Padre Andrew Ballin (left)  and Trooper Alan Finn, in full World War I 

uniform, laid their wreaths together at the Cenotaph 

THE Home Hill Sub-Branch of 

the RSL has once again re-

membered and honoured the 

end of World War I, when they 

hosted a Remembrance Day 

Service at the Cenotaph in the 

Home Hill Memorial Park. 

The Service was moved from its 

long-time position in front of the 

Burdekin Memorial Hall to the 

Rotunda at the new Cenotaph 

in the Park, where there were 

no more of the regular interrup-

tions from passing vehicular 

traffic. 

And while the crowd may have 

been down on previous years, it 

still allowed those present to 

honour those ex-servicemen 

who gave their lives in the ser-

vice of their country. 

Held at the Eleventh Hour of the 

Eleventh Day of the Eleventh 

Month, the Service recognised 

the signing of the treaty to bring 

to an end World War I. 

The Home Hill Service was led 

by the President of the Home 

Hill Sub-Branch of the RSL, 

Richard Kelly who spoke of the 

importance of the commemora-

tive service. 

He was followed by Pastor An-

drew Ballin, who said the ser-

vice reflected the personal sac-

rifice made by the many ex-

servicemen who were part of 

the World War I battles. 

Burdekin Shire Councillor, John Fur-

nell also addressed the the small 

crowd, who sat under the cover of the 

Rotunda to avoid the overhead eyes 

of the watching bats in the surround-

ing trees. 

A large number of wreaths were laid 

at the Cenotaph by representatives of 

local organisations and individual ex-

service men and women before the 

playing of the Last Post and Reveille 

by Bandsman Raymond Petersen 

and The Lament by Piper Roy Page. 

The Service ended with those pre-

sent enjoying morning tea provided 

by the ladies of the Home Hill RSL, 

with the assistance of local business-

es, including The Home Hill Bakery, 

who provided the refreshments for 

the commemoration service. 



Winning jockey on Tycoon Lad in The Justin Scott Memorial on Derby Day,  Lacey Morrri-

son, with the representative of the owners and trainers and the family of Justin Scott after 

the presentation of the trophies. 

The  winner  of the Classic Lady award,  Hayley Place of 

Townsville and the Trendsetter, Chelsea Burger, of Townsville 

The Clerk of the Course also played her part in brightening up 

the track for Derby Day 

The representatives of the owners and trainers Miss Farstar (Isabella Teh) accepted the 

trophies from the family of Bill (Cody) Prizeman in his Memorial Maiden Plate 

Derby Day success grows for Burdekin Race Club 
THE Burdekin Race Club is continuing 

to expand the second biggest day on 

its annual racing calendar as large 

crowds again turned out for the Justin 

Roy Scott Derby Day celebrations at 

the beginning of November. 

The Derby Day meeting is gaining 

good support from both the public and 

owners and trainers in the same way 

that the Burdekin Growers Race Day is 

on the Burdekin Club’s annual pro-

gram. 

Strong support was received from own-

ers and trainers for the six-race pro-

gram, which featured the Bill (Cody) 

Prizeman Memorial Maiden Plate over 

1180 metres; the Russ Reguson Class 

B Handicap over 1180 metres; the 

Country Cups Challenge Qualified 

Home Hill Cup Open Handicap over 

1460 metres; and the Justin Scott Me-

morial BM60 Handicap over 1830 me-

tres. 

The Country Cups Qualifier was won 

by the Mark Cochran-trained Starsonic 

(Chris Whiteley), ahead of Moktaffy 

(Lacey Morrison) and Medal (Pietro 

Romeo). Starsonic will be eligible for 

the state final, which is be run in Bris-

bane on November 30, 2024. 

In the second event of the day, the Bill 

(Cody) Prizeman Memorial Maiden 

Plate, Miss Farstar (Isbella Teh) scored 

a one and a quarter length victory over 

Miss Mildred (Chris Whiteley) with 

Faith Over Fear (Nathan Thomas) in 

third place. 

The Russ Reguson Class B Handicap resulted in a 

good win to top weight, Borneo (Lacey Morrison) with 

Cool Story (Denicious Smith) in second place ahead of 

Hunt the Hunter (Chris Whiteley) third. 

The main race, the Justin Scott Memorial BM60 Handi-

cap resulted in a win to Tycoon Lad (Lacey Morrison) 

one length ahead of Prospettiva (Denicious Smith) with 

Release Le Missile (Tyler Leslight) in third place. 

A large number of the patrons on course for Derby Day 

entered into the Derby Day Fashions and the winners of 

each section were –   

Belle: Kelsie Kerr (Home Hill);  

Beau: Miles Newman (Townsville);  

Halloween: Mackenzie Worland (Home Hill);  

Classic Lady: Hayley Place (Townsville); Trendsetter: 

Chelsea Burger (Townsville);  

Mens: Ray Holyoak (Ravenswood). 
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President of Bluey’s Op Shop in Home Hill, 

Margaret Thorne handed over a donation to 

the Chairman of the Burdekin Uniting Church, 

Chaplain John Mackay. 

THE volunteers from Bluey’s Op 

Shop in Home Hill enjoyed a day off 

from their regular duties on Monday, 

November 25 when they took the 

opportunity to celebrate the festive 

season together at their annual 

Christmas Party. 

The happy group of volunteers, who 

serve the public at Bluey’s Opportuni-

ty Shop in the Home Hill Central Busi-

ness District, enjoyed a delicious 

festive lunch at the Burdekin Uniting 

Church Hall in Ayr, interspersed with 

entertainment from supporters. 

Bluey’s President, Margaret Thorne 

updated the gathering with reports on 

what is happening within the Shop, as 

she urged everyone to have a happy 

time at what was their last function of 

the year. 

Mrs Thorne handed over a donation 

from Bluey’s to the Chairman of the 

Burdekin Uniting Church, Chaplain 

John Mackay as thanks for making 

use of the Church Hall and its associ-

ated facilities. 

She reported that they had lost one 

volunteer, who had moved to Bowen, 

while they had also been able to pro-

vide assistance with clothing for the 

Leaders of Bluey’s Op Shop who joined in the Christmas Party 

were (from left) Treasurer John Ford, President Margaret Thorne, 

Vice President Shirley Chard and Shop Co-Ordinator, Greg Tre-

varthen. 

Bluey’s festive celebrations 

Pacific Island workers, who 

were living in the Burdekin 

while assisting with the har-

vesting of vegetable crops 

on properties throughout 

the region. 

Magpie swooping advice 
MAGPIE swooping season 

has been in full swing, 

prompting the Burdekin Shire 

Council to advise residents 

and visitors to take caution.  

The magpie breeding sea-

son, which spans from July 

to December, has seen in-

creased activity in the region, 

which is causing concern for 

some members of the com-

munity. 

Magpies are notorious for 

swooping at humans and 

pets within their territory, 

usually within a 100-metre 

radius around their nesting 

trees.  

While most magpies toler-

ate the presence of people, 

some may feel threatened 

and act defensively, partic-

ularly during breeding sea-

son.  Although many at-

tacks are mild, they can 

occasionally result in seri-

ous injuries, especially to 

the eyes and head. 

Signs have been placed in 

known swooping areas, 

including near the Burdekin 

Theatre entrance, to warn 

pedestrians of the in-

creased risk.  

To minimise the chance of 

attracting magpies to nest 

near your property, or to 

protect yourself while out 

and about, the Burdekin 

Shire Council has offered 

the following advice -  

Do not feed magpies – 

ensure no food scraps or 

rubbish are left in your 

yard; 

Remove unnecessary 

sources of water from your 

yard if magpies are causing 

a nuisance; 

Avoid disturbing magpies – 

never remove nests or 

eggs and do not approach 

 
or touch young birds. If 

concerned for a young 

bird’s safety, contact Coun-

cil’s Native Animal Ambu-

lance on 1300 ANIMAL 

(1300 264 625); 

Do not provoke the birds – 

avoid throwing objects or 

attempting to destroy their 

nests, as this could height-

en their defensive behav-

iour; 

Be cautious during breeding 

season – particularly be-

tween June and December, 

when swooping activity is 

most frequent. 

Residents who walk or cy-

cle near areas where mag-

pie activity is noted should 

consider taking precautions, 

such as wearing hats or 

sunglasses to protect their 

face and eyes. 

The Council has encour-

aged residents to report any 

aggressive magpie behav-

iour to assist in monitoring 

high-risk areas and ensur-

ing the safety of the com-

munity.  

For more information or to 

report swooping activity, 

contact the Council’s Cus-

tomer Service Centre on 

4783 9800.  

https://www.facebook.com/Liessmann-Sons-100063510643016/
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Monthly Bible Message 
(Contributed) 

Give thanks to the 

LORD for he is 

good, for his 

steadfast love  

endures forever 
 

 1 Chronicles 16,  

Verse 34 

Ambulance complex on Thurs-

day, November 14 to learn 

about what Ambulance officers 

do as part of their role in the 

communiity. 

The Scouts said it was a great 

night hearing about some of the 

work and learning about First 

Aid, but they described the 

“best part” as “practicing CPR 

on the dummies and inspecting 

the inside of an ambulance”.   

The First Aid items covered 

included Snake Bites, Dialling 

000, Defib, CPR, DRSABCD, 

Pads and Bandages and tour-

ing the ambulance. 

Their thanks went to the 

Queensland Ambulance Ser-

vice representative, Victor for 

providing a very interesting 

night. 

Congratulations also went to all 

the officers for the great job 

they do for the community. 

The Local Scout Group was 

also the beneficiary of a dona-

tion from Bluey’s Op Shop re-

cently  to assist the Scouts to 

participate in more activities in 

the community. 

Ambulance Officer, Victor, 

showing scout, Corey how to 

treat a snake bite victim. 

Young Scouts with life jackets on at the back of 
the boat are (from left) Cooper Amos, Mickey 
Kelly, Charlie Davis, Austin Walker, Ayla Norris. 

Scout leader. Chris Berkery  was on hand 

at the Harvest Festival to promote the 

Home Hill Scouts 

Emergencies theme for local Scouts 
MEMBERS of the Lower Bur-

dekin Scout Group visited the 

Burdekin Volunteer Marine 

Rescue (VMR) facilities north 

of the Burdekin Bridge and 

the Ayr Ambulance Complex 

during November as part of 

their “Emergencies” theme for 

that month. 

The Scouts visited the Burde-

kin VMR Complex on Thurs-

day, November 7 to learn 

about what those volunteers 

do in the community. 

The Scouts described it as “a 

great night” as they learnt 

about some of the rescues 

undertaken by VMR, while 

also learning about First Aid. 

However, they described the 

best part as “climbing over the 

big boat and putting on life 

jackets”.  

Their thanks went to Paul and 

Ian from the Squad for provid-

ing a very interesting night 

and they congratulated the 

VMR Crew for the great job 

they do for the community. 

The Lower Burdekin Scout 

Group also visited the Ayr 

https://www.facebook.com/jimmyshandymanserviceayr/


Burdekin Region Mills  

Weekly Production Figures 
 

For week 24,  

ending November 23, 2024 
 

 

Cane crushed—   This Week     Season to  

             Date 
Invicta                     105,794    2,739,240 

Pioneer     54,121    1,305,725 

Kalamia         49,308     1,445,206 

Inkerman        54,056    1,625,543 

Burdekin            263,279    7,115,714 

 

CCS        

Invicta         14.12       14.40 

Pioneer         14.31       14.35 

Kalamia                    13.35       13.88 

Inkerman                  13.67       14.12 

Burdekin         13.92       14.22 

 

Comments — 
 

For week 23, ending November 16, 2024 

The Burdekin mills processed just over 

365,000 tonnes of cane for the week, which 

exceeded budget. No time was lost for wet 

weather. The season-to-date total is now 

6.85M tonnes, which represents 84 per cent 

of the Burdekin region’s crop forecast of 

8.20M tonnes. The average weekly CCS was 

14.37, which is now below budget forecasts. 

The highest CCS of 17.1, was from a rake of 

Q183 2R in the Mulgrave (INV) productivity 

district. Remember to stay alert, use your train 

brain and always give way to cane trains at 

road crossings.  

 

For week 24, ending November 23,  2024 

The Burdekin mills processed just over 

263,000 tonnes of cane for the week. This 

was below budget due to a wet weather 

event,which impacted harvesting. The season

-to-date total is now 7.12M tonnes, which rep-

resents 87 per cent of the Burdekin region’s 

crop forecast of 8.20M tonnes. The average 

weekly CCS was 13.92, which continues to 

trend below budget forecasts. The highest 

CCS of 17.5 was from a rake of Q183 2R in 

the Mona Park (INV) productivity district. Re-

member to stay alert, use your train brain and 

always give way to trains at road crossings . 

 

John Tait, 

Cane Supply 

Manager, 

Burdekin  

Region  

Thank you Burdekin  

Firstly I’d like to offer my personal ‘Thank You’ to everyone in the 

Burdekin Electorate for your support in October’s State Election. 

Not only was I humbled to be returned as the Member for Burde-

kin, but I was also privileged to be sworn in as the Minister for Nat-

ural Resources and Mines, Minister for Manufacturing and Minister 

for Regional and Rural Development.  

Having served as the Shadow Minister for Natural Resources and 

Mines previously, I know how fitting this portfolio is with the indus-

tries encompassed in this great electorate. Our manufacturing 

companies play a key role in the Burdekin particularly in supporting 

our major industries and with a number of manufacturers right here 

in the Burdekin, I’m looking forward to ensuring they have a strong 

future as well.  

The swearing in of the 58
th

 Queensland Parliament will take place 

at the end of November with a second sitting just before Christ-

mas. Of course, a key promise the LNP took to the election was to 

ensure Adult Crime, Adult Time was passed before Christmas and 

already work is well underway to making this promise a reality. 

 

Christmas Appeal ignites festive spirit again  

My annual Christmas appeal has now 

opened and in recognition of its tenth 

year I am hoping to make 2024 our best 

year yet. Across the last decade the ap-

peal, in partnership with Salvation Army 

has made a huge impact on the festive 

season for families across the Burde-

kin.  From wooden toys to pantry staples, 

each and every donation no matter how 

big or small has made the festive season 

a little more joyous for someone in need.  

Each year we have seen local community 

groups and individuals contribute to the 

appeal and I am hoping this year will see 

the opportunity for more to become in-

volved.  

Even if people are not in a position to be able to donate they can 

still help people in need.  Sharing a smile, a few kind words or do-

nating some time at a charity really does help and, after all, that’s 

the true spirit of Christmas. 

Donations, including non-perishable food, can be made until De-

cember 15, at the Burdekin Electorate Office at the East End Cen-

tre. 

Here to help 

If you or someone you know has an issue that you need help with, 

please remember my job is to represent you. I may not always be 

able to fix the problem, but rest assured I will always do my best. 

For help, please call my office on 1800 817 594 or send an email 

to burdekin@parliament.qld.gov.au . 
 

Until next time, stay safe and well. 

Dale 

mailto:burdekin@parliament.qld.gov.au


Uli Liessmann comments . . 

OUT with the old and in with the 

new—which means a new fresher 

Christmas tree is going up at the 

Comfort Stop. I believe the old Christ-

mas Tree has served its purpose and 

is at least 20 years old. The Comfort 

Stop is a safer place for the tree and 

the general public can have their 

photos taken and not worry about 

main road traffic. A new Christmas 

Tree will be launched at the Comfort 

Stop on Monday, December 2, be-

tween 6pm and 7.30pm, with many 

lights and the kids can take their photos. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Council office staff and the 

road gang—a request went in regarding a pothole in 

the street in the morning and it was repaired the very 

same day. 

 

ANOTHER great—and bigger than ever Harvest Festi-

val, along with the Ephemera, all went well. A Towns-

ville artist took out first prize in the Ephemera competi-

tion and the People’s Choice went to a local person. 

I’m also happy to report that there has been no dam-

age done to any installations over the weeks. Next 

year’s Ephemera will be better, with a cultural content 

addition added to the opening afternoon of the festival. 

 

REMEMBRANCE Day was well received by a smaller 

than normal crowd. We must not forget this very im-

portant day, even though the day does not have the 

popular public appeal such as ANZAC Day, please 

make the effort and attend for just one hour and hon-

our the men and women who gave their lives in the 

First World War for this great country of ours. If you 

and I don’t honour this day, who will? 

 

THIS is a problem that has been going on for many 

years—I am referring to the power box (pictured 

above) on the post in the rotunda in the Memorial 

Park. This metal power box is at eye height, obscuring 

the view of a person speaking, or should you happen to 

stand in the wrong spot, you will not be able to see the 

face of the speaker. There have been numerous re-

quests to change this power box to a post at the back of 

the rotunda. Surely the Council will not have to get fund-

ing to move the power box. If this job gets done, it will 

greatly enhance the aesthetics of the rotunda.  

 

The Council is doing a great job with the works pro-

grams around the shire. I was led to believe that at the 

last count, there were 10 to 12 jobs on the works pro-

gram and out of that lot, there was only one job in Home 

Hill and that was the footpath construction from the 

Home Hill Bakery to Eighth Avenue. That was not a big 

job, but at the same time, various minor and larger jobs 

are being done elsewhere. I don’t buy into the fact that 

the council needs to get funding for all and every job or 

project that needs to be done. I am also led to believe 

that Coutts Park on Beach Road in Ayr is to get toilets, 

but not in Home Hill. No we can’t get them at Lloyd 

Mann Gardens on the main highway, even though more 

people use the park. 

NOW for the bad news—the Arch Dunn and Home Hill 

Memorial Parks are as good as stuffed, with the number 

of flying foxes that live in all the trees (pictured above). 

A bit of advice—whatever you do, don’t look up at the 

flying foxes in the trees with your mouth open.  

 

HERE we are nearly at the end of 2024 and to all my 

friends and the rest of you mob, I hope you have an en-

joyable Christmas and look after each other in this crazy 

world that we all live in, remembering the Burdekin is not 

too bad. I hope you have enjoyed my few words over 

the last year in The Home Hill News and if not, at least 

you have been able to read them. I hope you and your 

family have a safe new year in 2025. 

 

These are my opinions and views only. To contact me, 

phone (mobile) 0439 822 064  
    

     - ULI LIESSMANN 

Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of  

Commerce Vice President, Uli Liessmann  

reports on local issues of 

interest in the Home Hill district 



 

170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community Association Inc. invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft 

forms at  the  Ashworths Rock Shop complex each day from 10am to 5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9.30am to 1pm Saturday. 

Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—

Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in 

the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings. 

Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge, 

which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history; 

Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418 

783 799 for details of how to participate. 

Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old 

igloos and gun emplacement still in place. 

Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club (phone 0467 566 448) — amongst the cane fields on Iona Road; or 

Home Hill Tennis (0447 384 441) offers Monday night tennis fixtures @ 7pm and Friday social tennis @ 8am; Pickleball Tuesday night 

@ 7pm. Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon. (Email: homehilltennis@gmail.com; Facebook: Home Hill Tennis; To book a court: play. 

tennis.com.au/homehilltennis  

Home Hill Community Sports Club Inc. (0468 313 115) offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open 

bar. Things to do at the Club—MONDAY: Low Impact Classes at 9am; TUESDAY: Trimmers at 9am; WEDNESDAY: Arts and Crafts at 

9am. The Club is also available for hire. 

Burdekin Friendship Club—Fortnightly, on Mondays from 9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr Fourteenth Street 

and Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $7 per person. Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided. Phone Esme 4782 1766. 

Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the 

numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months; 

Home Hill Friends and Neighbours Craft Group—meets every Wednesday, 9am to 11.30am at Home Hill Community Sports Club, 

Ninth Avenue, Home Hill for general craft activities and cooking tips. Cost $3 with morning tea. Phone 0427 804 129 for more information 

Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday. 

Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. The 

Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the 

Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs. 

Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which 

is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety 

barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.  

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first three Saturday nights of each month; 

Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of  Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the plaques 

situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street 

Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth 

Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in. 

The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation 

of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting. 

Comments on our town or services would be appreciated. Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com 

 Three  

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district 

Tree lighting a special community event 
THE Burdekin Shire Council has invited the community to 

kick off the festive season with Lights, Camera, Christ-

mas - a special celebration of the lighting of the Shire’s 

new Christmas Trees in Ayr and Home Hill. 

The events were to take place on Sunday, December 1, 

2024 from 6pm to 7.30pm at the Burdekin Theatre Fore-

court in Ayr and on Monday, December 2, 2024 from 6pm 

to 7.30pm at the Home Hill Comfort Stop. 

Lights, Camera, Christmas gives residents the opportuni-

ty to have photos taken with Santa by a local photogra-

pher for free, with images to be shared on the Burdekin 

Shire Council’s Facebook page. Families were encour-

aged to attend and enjoy the festive atmosphere.  

Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort said they were excited to bring 

the community together to celebrate the start of the 

Christmas season with the special tree-lighting events 

and the free Santa photos. 

“This is a time to reflect on the joy and togetherness of 

the holiday season,” she said. “Let’s light up the Burdekin 

and welcome the most magical time of the year.” 


