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Close competition for winning lights 
RESIDENTS of the Home Hill commu-

nity have again excelled in lighting up 

the town in the period leading into 

Christmas, with some excellent dis-

plays making the task difficult for the 

judges of the Chamber of Commerce 

Residential Christmas Lights Competi-

tion, who were split in deciding the win-

ner of the individual award. 

As was the case at Christmas 2023, 

the decision on a winner came down to 

the same two entrants, who had put an 

exceptional amount of work into their 

displays – and both being winners of 

the competition in previous years. 

The judges devoted over two hours 

each to driving around the streets and 

avenues of Home Hill on Sunday even-

ing, December 13, inspecting the many 

lighting displays with most streets hav-

ing at least one or more homes that 

had gone to some trouble with their 

decorations—down to those who had  

  Continued on Page 3— 

Scott McLean leads the way at Shire Awards 
A DEDICATED volunteer coach at 

the Rock Solid Boxing Club in Home 

Hill since 2010, who has also men-

tored youth and adults with passion 

and commitment, has been named 

as the Burdekin Shire’s 2025 Citizen 

of the Year 

Scott McLean was presented with 

the honour by Burdekin Shire Mayor 

Pierina Dalle Cort and Dr. Robert 

(Bob) McGregor, the Shire Ambas-

sador for the Australia Day Awards 

Ceremony, among a range of recipi-

ents who have made significant 

contributions to the Burdekin commu-

nity. 

Scott has regularly travelled across 

Queensland for boxing tournaments 

and has been instrumental at North 

Queensland Games and Queensland 

Titles. 

In 2024, he was named as the 

Queensland Team Manager for the 

Sunstate Amateur Boxing League 

Inc. and represented the state at the 

Australian Amateur Boxing League 

National Titles in Gosford, NSW.  

        Continued on Page 4— 

Burdekin Shire Citizen of 

the Year, Scott McLean 

with his awards 

Noel and Michelle Bathis with the trophy (left) and 

(below) their illuminated home in Second Avenue 



 

The finer points of Home Hill . . 
THE Prime Minister, Anthony 

Albanese has started the new 

year—an election year—off 

well with an announcement 

that there will be an allocation 

of $7.2 billion “to upgrade and 

improve the Bruce Highway, 

bringing it to a minimum three-

star safety rating” along with a 

return to the 80/20 funding 

formula previously used in 

conjunction with the State 

Government. The Federal 

Government had previously 

announced a change to that 

formula to 50/50, which would 

have seen road funding go 

backwards with the states hav-

ing to find huge amounts from 

their treasuries to fund their 

much-needed highway pro-

jects. The huge amount of 

funding has to be welcomed 

by Queenslanders, especially 

those who regularly use the 

Bruce Highway. However, 

there needs to be a number of 

pertinent questions asked 

about the funding announce-

ment—firstly, why was the an-

nouncement made at Gympie 

which is so close to the south-

east corner of the state where 

most of the funding is normally 

allocated; and secondly, if this 

funding is going to be distribut-

ed fairly throughout the length 

of the Bruce Highway, why 

was the announcement so 

politically oriented with no ob-

vious representatives of the 

new state government in front 

of the cameras (It happens at 

all announcements with the 

“nodding heads”, no matter 

what Political Party is making 

it!). Does that mean the elec-

torates with the right colour of 

State Member will receive the 

most money, rather than the 

parts of the Highway that are 

most deserving? Thirdly, who 

is going to decide which pro-

jects are the most deserving, 

especially with needs such as 

a second bridge crossing of 

the Burdekin River (as was 

raised by Mayor Pierina Dalle 

Cort) not even being highlight-

WITH three possible cyclones on the northern 

horizon, the local community will be looking for 

the support of the Burdekin State Emergency 

Service volunteers to be available to assist 

where needed, should one of the big winds come 

this way. However, it seems that the lack of vol-

unteers being felt in many areas throughout the 

Burdekin district and elsewhere, may have 

spread to the numbers available in the SES. It 

must be remembered that the people who put 

their hands up to assist in such organisations 

also have families who have to be a first consid-

eration for them—and in many cases, there are 

SES members who have offered their services 

for many years. At the present time, the Home 

Hill SES buildings and surrounds (pictured be-

low) do not look like they have seen much action 

in recent times and it could be they may be look-

ing for support from those on the Ayr side of the 

river. An Open Day was held at the building last 

year, but our attempts to talk to local members 

by phone were not returned. The Home Hill News 

does not seem to be on the local SES mailing 

list so we are not kept up to date with what is 

happening. However, we did receive a very 

speedy reply from Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort, 

Manager of Client Services Eileen Devescovi 

and the local SES Controller, Warren Francis 

when we queried the situation with the Home 

Hill SES building and the numbers attached to 

the Home Hill Group. The positive response 

from Warren Francis (on page 9 of this issue) 

carried the excellent news that there are six 

volunteers in Home Hill and we hope that more 

will be able to answer their call for support. And 

as for the condition of the grounds, maybe a 

local service club or an individual looking for 

something to do could offer to mow the grounds 

regularly—after all, we are sure Mr Francis 

would have enough to do (especially in wet 

weather like the present) without having to keep 

the mowing up to date. His phone number is in 

the article on page 9 for any person or service 

club interested in making an offer. 

ed amongst the most in need? There is 

so much to be done in the Dawson 

electorate to upgrade the Bruce High-

way and to correct short cuts made in 

the past—such as steep sides along the 

edge of the road, which prevented mo-

torists from leaving the highway when 

they have car troubles. No matter who 

is in government after the next election, 

it could be a long time before the first 

major projects are even announced. 

 

WITH Home Hill’s Adam Walton making 

his presence felt in the lead-up to and 

during the recent major tennis tourna-

ments in the south, it was interesting to 

note the comments made about Adam’s 

upbringing and tennis lessons from 

those behind the microphones on major 

media, many of whom make it obvious 

that they have little knowledge of life in 

regional areas and of what needs to be 

done to provide for up-and-coming 

sports men and women with a desire to 

succeed. One commentator found the 

news that Adam learnt his tennis “on a 

court in the middle of a race course” to 

be “quirky” - although quirky or not, 

Adam is making the most of the oppor-

tunities he has been given and also 

developed through his own hard work. 

Some of these commentators need to 

visit regional areas such as Home Hill, 

where the hard work of numerous vol-

unteers over many decades has result-

ed in the development of an excellent 

complex of facilities—and they are in 

the process of being further upgraded 

at the present time. 

   - DAVID JACKSON 



 

Enjoy a day out under the big trees at the Home Hill Race Track, as 

the Burdekin Race Club features these coming events — 

More big race days ahead in Home Hill 

Future meetings:  

Saturday, February 15, 2025 

Saturday, April 5, 2025 

Saturday, May 17, 2025 
Burdekin Growers Race Day 

A large program of local races plus  

southern events—and with local  

bookmakers on course and an excellent 

range of food options available 

Members of the Menkens, Watson, Power, Samwell, Jackson and Healy families, who combined to win the Neighbourhood Trophy in the Home Hill Residential 

Christmas Decoration Competition. They will all share the trophy over the next 12 months 

Town lights up for judging of Christmas competitions 
Continued from Page 1— 

just put up a strand of 

lights – but at least they 

had a go. 

However, with the rain 

during the afternoon and 

evening, it was obvious 

that there would have 

been some homes that did 

not have their lighting dis-

plays turned on when the 

Judges made their inspec-

tions to decide the compe-

tition winners.  

One home belonged to last 

year’s winner, Jim Johnson 

and his wife, Meg in Tenth 

Avenue, who again pre-

sented an outstanding dis-

play that could be seen 

from blocks away as motor-

ists drove towards it.  

That display was mainly 

along the fence line and 

was very bright and colour-

ful. 

The second in Second Ave-

nue was the 2023 winner, 

with a display that covered 

from the front gutter right 

through the front yard and 

even along the roof line. 

The result came down to 

one vote difference in 

awarding the prize to the 

home of Noel and Michelle 

Bathis in Second Avenue. 

In the Neighbourhood 

Award, it would also have 

been difficult for the judges 

to find an area where there 

were six entries in the one 

block, which would then 

have made an area eligible 

for the award.  

The judges said there were 

numerous blocks that had 

three or four decorated resi-

dences, but there was only 

one with six homes on one 

or both sides of the same 

block (as stipulated in the 

rules)–and that was in and 

around the block between 

Tenth and Twelfth Streets in 

Fourteenth Avenue. 



Significant contributions by Shire recipients  
Continued from Page 1— 

As a spokesperson, he played a 

vital role at meetings, the draw and 

throughout the tournament.  

More than a coach, Scott created a 

family-like atmosphere, teaching 

discipline, respect and life lessons 

and his belief in his students' poten-

tial inspired transformation, helping 

them find direction in and out of the 

ring. The respect and admiration he 

earned reflected his profound posi-

tive impact. 

The 2025 Young Citizen of the 

Year was presented to Nicole Cer-

voni, who was described as “an 

outstanding member of the Burdekin 

Catholic High School and the wider 

community”. 

As the School’s Cultural Captain in 

2024, Nicole actively promoted and 

participated in Arts events, including 

choir, vocal groups, drama perfor-

mances, art exhibitions, and musicals. 

Beyond school, Nicole had been a dedicated mem-

ber of the Burdekin Shire Youth Council, volunteer-

ing at numerous events in 2024, including the Fast 

Track Talent Showcase, Nature Scavenger Hunt, 

Movie Time Holiday Program, the Burdekin Water 

Festival Community Launch and the Seniors Expo 

and Luncheon.  

Her exceptional leadership and community spirit 

earned her the Dawson Medal for Leadership in 

2024 and recognition in Federal Parliament by MP 

Andrew Willcox. 

The 2025 Australia Day Awards also included the 

Community Event of the Year which was awarded 

to the Giru State School’s 100 Year Fete, the 

Sportsperson and Cultural Awards and the Burde-

kin’s 2025 Volunteer of the Year and Lifetime of 

Service Awards. 

Burdekin Shire Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort said the 

Shire was fortunate to have passionate individuals 

and groups dedicated to improving the region and 

enhancing the lives of those around them. 

“The 2025 Australia Day Awards provide a wonder-

ful opportunity to recognise and celebrate the in-

credible people, who make the Burdekin such a 

vibrant community,” Cr Dalle Cort said. 

She congratulated all the award nominees and 

recipients and said she appreciated the hard work, 

commitment and care each of them had shown 

towards their chosen sport, cultural endeavour, 

club and the wider community.  

“The Burdekin is a better, brighter place because of 

residents like you,” she said. 

The 2025 Australia Day Award recipients are - 

Citizen of the Year: Scott McLean; Young Citizen 

of the Year: Nicole Cervoni; Young Citizen of the 

Year Achievement Award: Jacob Machin; Commu-

nity Event of the Year: Giru State School 100 Year 

Fete; Community Event of the Year Achievement 

Award: 2024 Burdekin Water Festival 'Bring It 

Back';  

Volunteer of the Year: Ben Lawry, 

Kellie Lawry and Bella Lawry; Volun-

teer of the Year Achievement Award: 

Mark Vass; 

Junior Cultural Award: Jacob Machin; 

Junior Sportsperson of the Year: Ash-

lee Colls; Senior Sportsperson of the 

Year: Jennifer Fotinos and Kristy 

Wassmuth; Lifetime of Service Gold 

Award: Betty Durrant and Gwen Mar-

shall; 

Lifetime of Service Silver Award: Joan 

Andersen, Shirley Gilmore and Linda 

Scott. 

The 2025 Young Citizen of the Year, Nicole Cervoni 

(left) and the Young Citizen of the Year Achievement 

Award winner, Jacob Machin, who was also won the 

Junior Cultural Award 

Lifetime of Service Silver Award winners were Shirley 

Gilmore (left) and Joan Andersen. Absent: Linda Scott  

New Australian Citizens who were naturalised at the ceremony were 

(from left) Clainines Vitug Mendoza, Cassandra Vitug Mendoza and 

Mrs Sarah Mendoza (from the Philippines), Ms Sasirin Strawatmongkol 

(from Thailand) and Miss Victoria Ruth Norris (from the United King-

dom) 

Volunteer of the Year Achievement 

Award winner, Mark Vass with Mayor 

Pierina Dalle Cort 

Lifetime of Service Gold Award winner, 

Gwen Marshall 



Home Hill Police Beat 
With Acting Officer in Charge, 

Snr Con Dean Wellington  

DOMESTIC and Family Vio-

lence (DFV) is still the high-

est call for service that 

Home Hill Police attend to in 

the division and makes up 

about 70 per cent of our 

work. Home Hill isn’t differ-

ent from any other area 

around the state when it 

comes to Domestic and 

Family Violence (DVF). DFV 

is a serious and complex 

social problem within all 

communities, including our 

own. If you call police to 

report a DFV incident that is 

happening now or has oc-

curred, our first priority will 

be the safety of all parties 

involved. Police will conduct 

a holistic, victim centric and 

trauma-informed investiga-

tion. For DVF support call 

DV Connect Women's 

THE Home Hill Police Station 

has welcomed another officer, 

with the shift from the Ayr Sta-

tion of Senior Constable Will 

Stewart (pictured left). Snr 

Constable Stewart replaces 

Senior Constable Joel Little, 

who has been transferred to a 

position in the south after five 

years in Clare and Home Hill. 

Home Hill’s new officer started 

his career in the Police Force 

in Fortitude Valley in Bris-

bane, where he worked with 

the current Officer-in-Charge 

in Home Hill, Sergeant Sam 

Pyke. After four years in Bris-

bane, Senior Constable Stew-

art moved to the Ayr Station in 

2021, where he has been 

working for the past four years 

before his transfer to Home 

Hill. 

on 1800 811 811 or  DV 

Connect Men's on 1800 

600636 or 1800 RE-

SPECT 

on 1800 737 732 (24 

hours a day, seven days a 

week). Call Triple Zero 

(000) and ask for Police 

if  you are in a dangerous 

or life-threatening situation.  

Taking part in the final Home Hill Chamber of Commerce net-

working meeting for 2024 were (from left) Chamber secretary 

Robert Antoniazzi, Home Hill High School Principal, Sharon 

O'Neill and Agricultural teacher, Louise Nicholas with Chamber 

Executive member, Meghan Wilson 

 

An artistic look at Christmas 
IT IS no secret that 

there are many talent-

ed people in the Bur-

dekin when it comes 

to art and that was 

again borne out dur-

ing the pre-Christmas 

period, with the differ-

ent ideas that were on 

display as Christmas 

decorations. 

Tyre dealers have 

shown how to create 

Christmas trees using 

the various sizes of 

tyres and Home Hill’s 

tyre dealer, Brennan’s 

Tyres also excelled 

with their own version 

of a Christmas Tree, 

using many different 

hub caps for tyres. 

It certainly made for a 

different decoration 

on the front wall of 

their tyre premises in 

Ninth Avenue. 

Chamber meets in February 
AFTER a break for the 

Christmas/New Year peri-

od, the Home Hill Chamber 

of Commerce will return for 

their normal meeting proce-

dures in February, with an 

Executive meeting in the 

second week of the month 

followed by their network-

ing meeting on the third 

Wednesday. 

With good crowds attend-

ing recent meetings to hear 

the popular speakers, the 

Chamber is again hoping for 

similar support for their Feb-

ruary meeting to hear from 

Burdekin Life Journalist, Mark 

Rasmussen. 

The meeting will take place at 

the Home Hill Community 

Sports Club premises from 

5.30pm on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 20. 



Home Hill Surgery recognises their ten-year milestone 
THE Home Hill Community helped to celebrate 

“a very special milestone in the history of the 

Home Hill Surgery” as the practice marked “a 

decade of providing care to this beautiful com-

munity” in an early-morning recognition of the 

milestone at the Eighth Avenue practice on 

Wednesday, December 11. 

Owner and Principal General Practitioner at the 

Surgery, Mr Sarat Chandra Viswanadh Tata told 

the crowd in attendance that it was a recognition 

of ten years of growth, challenges, achieve-

ments and, most importantly, “the privilege of 

being a part of so many lives”. 

Dr Tata said that when he first started the jour-

ney, having taken over from Dr Martyn Griffiths 

in 2014, he could never have imagined how far 

they had come 

“What started as a small, humble practice has 

grown into a vibrant healthcare hub now with a 

team of five doctors, two skilled nurses and 

dedicated administrative staff, supported by a 

range of allied health professionals who come 

together to serve the community residents of the 

Burdekin with compassion and commitment,” he 

said. 

Looking back on the last ten years, Dr Tata said 

he was filled with gratitude for the trust and loy-

alty of the people of Home Hill and the Burdekin 

region. 

“It is because of our patients that we have been 

able to build something truly special here, that 

we’ve had the opportunity to expand, to diversify 

our services and to ensure we are equipped to 

meet the evolving healthcare needs of our com-

munity”. 

Dr Tata said the journey had not been without its 

challenges – but with every challenge came an 

opportunity to grow, to learn and to improve . . . 

From expanding the practice to include various 

sub-specialities of general practice, they had 

worked hard to build a holistic and comprehen-

sive healthcare service. 

He also highlighted the recognition he had been 

honoured to receive for his work, which included 

the North Queensland Primary Health Network 

GP of the Year Award; Queensland GP of the 

Year; A Rotary Paul Harris Fellowship; and a 

finalist for Australia’s GP of the Year. 

“However, the greatest recognition comes from 

the trust and loyalty of the patients we care for,” 

he said. 

“Every day, it is a privilege to serve this commu-

nity.” 

He offered a special thanks to his wife, Dr Pa-

vani Ganapathi, “whose unwavering 

support, both personally and profes-

sionally, has been invaluable.” 

Dr Tata also recognised many people 

who had assisted him including his 

family, his team of doctors, nurses and 

the ladies at the front desk “who work 

tirelessly every day to provide our 

community with the care and support 

you deserve”. 

He also recognised a long list of peo-

ple in the community who had been a 

part of his journey, whether they had 

been with them from the start or had 

recently joined them – together they 

had made the past ten years some-

thing truly special. 

Several people took the opportunity to 

congratulate Dr Tata and his team on 

their success over the ten years in-

cluding former Burdekin Shire Mayor, 

Lyn McLaughlin and current Mayor, Cr 

Pierina Dalle Cort, the original owner 

of the practice, Dr Martyn Griffiths and 

the President of the Home Hill Cham-

ber of Commerce, David Jackson. 

Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort joined with Dr Sarat Tata and his wife, Dr Pavani Ganapathi to officially 

open a new medical room at the Home Hill Surgery 

Dr Sarat Tata and the staff members of the Home Hill Surgery 

Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort with Dr Sarat Tata during 

the ceremony recognising the tenth birthday of the 

Home Hill Surgery 



Life members, Charlie and Jill Barbagallo had the 

honour of cutting the centenary cake 

The Burdekin Race Club’s newest Life Members, Christine and John Wood-

ward (centre) with Club President Ricky Gudge (left) and Secretary/

Treasurer, Leanne Gudge 

Burdekin Race Club President Ricky Gudge (left) and Secretary/Treasurer, 

Leanne Gudge (right) with Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort and Club Patron Charlie 

Barbagallo and one of the oldest pieces of club memorabilia in their posses-

sion, an original Home Hill Cup trophy 

President Ricky Gudge presented the $500 

prize to the champion jockey at the Centenary 

meeting, Nathan Thomas 

Champion jockey at the Centenary meeting, 

Nathan Thomas returns to the saddling enclo-

sure on Nano Star, one of his two winning 

rides on the five-event program 

Race Club celebrates successful centenary meeting 
THE Burdekin Race Club hosted a weekend 

of celebrations in December as the club rec-

ognised the anniversary of 100 years of horse 

racing in the Burdekin District in conjunction 

with its five-race program on Saturday, De-

cember 7 and a Members’ Christmas function 

on Sunday, December 8 where another two 

members were presented with Life Member-

ship in recognition of their service to the club 

over many years. 

The December race meeting was an extra 

race day for the Burdekin Club, after the 

Charters Towers Club were unable to race on 

that date. The Centenary celebrations held on 

that day drew a much bigger crowd to the 

course as the club took advantage of the cen-

tenary to offer extra prizes to race patrons 

during the five-event program of racing. 

Club Patron, Charlie Barbagallo also enter-

tained the crowd with historical details of the 

club over its100 years. 

The club also received congratulations from 

Burdekin Shire Mayor, Pierina Dalle Cort who 

said that, over the years, the club had success-

fully brought the community together through 

its many events and it continued to host five 

race days per year.  

“I believe the club is a shining star and you 

always put your hand up for more when oppor-

tunity arises.,” she commented. 

“The annual Burdekin Growers Race Day is a 

huge success every year and provides a signif-

icant economic boost to our community by 

attracting visitors and generating revenue for 

local businesses such as hospitality, retail and 

accommodation.”   

Cr Dalle Cort said it was evident the Club takes 

great pride in its facilities and events and the 

committee and community should be proud of 

their achievements.    

“Country race clubs have faced several chal-

lenges over the years, so it is important that 

the Burdekin Race Club look back on their 

achievements of 100 years,” she said. 

“Many volunteers have contributed hundreds of 

hours into this club and I would like to 

acknowledge the efforts of members for their 

time, commitment and dedication to the club 

and the tremendous contribution it has made to 

the community.   

“Sometimes, we don’t realise the impact we 

have on other people and the community in 

general, so today is an opportunity to 

acknowledge the collective achievements over 

the past 100 years.” 

During the Members Christmas celebrations on 

Sunday, Club President, Ricky Gudge sur-

prised another two long-serving members by 

presenting life memberships to John and Chris-

tine Woodward. 



A SMALL crowd of local resi-

dents accepted an invitation 

from the Burdekin Shire Coun-

cil to “kick off the festive sea-

son with” Lights, Camera, 

Christmas - a special celebra-

tion of the lighting of the 

Shire’s new Christmas Trees 

in Home Hill at the beginning 

of December. 

The lighting of the Home Hill 

Christmas Tree took place on 

Monday, December 2, 2024 at 

the new location at the Home 

Hill Comfort Stop, while that 

event was preceded by the 

lighting of the new tree in Ayr 

– also at a new location at the 

front of the Burdekin Theatre 

forecourt. 

Lights, Camera, Christmas as new Council tree comes to life 

Joining in the launch of 

Home Hill’s new Christ-

mas Tree were (from 

left) Cr Amanda Hall, 

Mayor Pierina Dalle 

Cort, Santa, Crs Musu-

meci and Fina Vasta 

and CEO Matthew 

“Lights, Camera, Christmas” 

was promoted as “giving resi-

dents the opportunity to have 

free photos taken with Santa 

with images to be shared on 

the Burdekin Shire Council 

Facebook page. 

"We are excited to bring the 

community together to cele-

brate the start of the Christ-

mas season with these special 

tree lighting events and free 

Santa photos,” Mayor Pierina 

Dalle Cort said.  

“This is a time to reflect on the 

joy and togetherness of the 

holiday season. Let’s light up 

the Burdekin and welcome the 

most magical time of the 

year!” 

THE Burdekin Shire Council has rein-

forced its commitment to supporting 

local developers, property owners and 

community members, with what it has 

announced is “dedicated, face-to-face 

consultation opportunities”.  

Starting on Friday, January 31, 2025, 

the “consultation opportunities” will 

occur on the last Friday of each month 

for “focused engagement with both the 

Planning and Development and Tech-

nical Services teams”. 

On those designated Fridays, the 

Council has advised that its Planning 

and Development and Technical Ser-

vices Managers will make themselves 

available for in-depth discussions, ad-

vice and guidance related to property 

development and other technical in-

quiries.  

“This initiative is designed to stream-

line the process for anyone needing 

assistance or information regarding 

property matters,” the council advised. 

Details at a Glance –  

When: Last Friday of each month;  

Appointments: Council will take ap-

pointments, but walk-ins are welcome; 

Who is invited: Developers, property 

owners and any community members 

with relevant inquiries. 

The Council’s regular opening hours 

will remain unchanged and staff 

are available throughout the week 

to assist the community with a wide 

range of services.  

However, by freeing up their 

schedules on those Fridays, the 

Council has advised that the Plan-

ning and Development and Tech-

nical Services Managers will en-

sure their undivided attention for 

those who may require more tai-

lored support. 

The Council’s Customer Service 

Opening Hours are from Monday to 

Friday from 8am to 5pm. 

The council has advised that the initi-

ative underscores the Council’s dedi-

cation to being open for business and 

supporting growth and development 

in the Burdekin Shire.  

For more information or to book an 

appointment, contact the Council’s 

Customer Service Centre (4783 

9800). 

Council officers who will be involved in dedicated, face-to-face consultation opportunities include Kevin 

Byers (Manager Technical Services) and Kellie Galletta (Manager Planning and Development).  

Face-to-face consultation opportunities 



Volunteers needed for the SES in Home Hill  
CONCERNS expressed to Burde-

kin Shire Mayor, Pierina Dalle Cort 

this week, prompted by the poor 

condition of the surrounds of the 

Home Hill SES Building, has 

brought a positive response from 

the Local Controller of the State 

Emergency Service in the Burde-

kin, Warren Francis. 

We had referred to concerns ex-

pressed on this side of the river 

several times in the past over what 

the procedure would be and who 

would be in charge if Home Hill 

was cut off from other towns to the 

north and south in heavy rain. 

With the current heavy rainfall and 

more predicted, those concerns 

have again been raised. 

Local Controller, Warren Francis 

responded quickly to our con-

cerns, advising that “the Home Hill 

SES unit is fully functional, with 

equipment in good working order 

and six operational members, who 

are all residents of Home Hill”. 

Mr Francis explained that, when 

considering training, it was not 

practical to have separate training 

nights at the individual units, “so 

we meet every Monday night at 

7pm at the Ayr base as a single 

group”.  

With regard to the state of the 

grounds, he said that in Novem-

ber, 2024, SES Burdekin was 

provided with a ride-on mower 

and he had personally mown the 

Home Hill SES yard “a few weeks 

ago”.  

“Since then, we have had fre-

quent rain, which has stopped us 

from maintaining the yard in our 

preferred state,” he said.  

“As soon as we can get some dry 

weather, I will return to mow the 

yard.” 

Mr Francis also explained that 

the Deputy Group Leader has 

recently stood down from the 

position due to health reasons 

and they were presently in the 

process of filling the position. 

However, he reported that since 

January 11, 2024 to present, the 

Burdekin SES had responded to 

28 calls for service in the Home 

Hill area.  

“The majority of these calls were 

for roof tarping, sand bagging, 

chain sawing, land search and 

marine search,” Mr Francis said. 

“The Burdekin SES in total has 

attended to a total of 160 calls 

for service in this same period, 

which the Home Hill SES staff 

have assisted in completing.” 

He also indicated that all tasks 

had been attended to in a timely 

manner and no tasks were left 

unfinalised – and “there have 

been no complaints from the 

Home Hill community or our SES 

Superiors in relation to SES 

work performance”. 

“All this being said, we would be 

grateful of any positive media in 

an effort to build our SES 

membership in Home Hill,” Mr 

Francis said, as he drew atten-

tion to the fact that 16 to 18-

year-olds were able to be a 

member with a letter of sup-

port from their parents.  

“At present, all volunteer or-

ganisations are struggling to 

onboard volunteers and we 

have had a reduction in volun-

teering of 10 percent in the 

past two years,” he said. 

“The State and Federal Gov-

ernments have both com-

menced separate enquiries to 

try and rectify this national 

problem (Reference Deputy 

Commissioner Shane Chelepy 

APM, Queensland Police Ser-

vice).” 

Mr Francis said they would be 

happy to hear from any pro-

spective members willing to 

join the State Emergency Ser-

vice in Home Hill. 

He gave permission for his 

own phone number to be pub-

lished with this story (mobile 

0405 060 466) so that anyone 

interested in joining the Home 

Hill SES Group could contact 

him. 

Sewing skills tested in Rags to Runway 
• Ladies Race Wear Budget Challenge 

(maximum spend $40); 

• Evening Wear Budget Challenge 

(maximum spend $30); 

• Budget Challenge (maximum spend 

$30); 

• Open Section – Any second-hand 

garment/fabric items remodelled; 

• Accessories Section, Minimum 50 per 

cent recycled items; 

• Junior Section, Up to 13 years: Any 

second-hand garment/fabric items 

remodelled; 

• Junior Section, 14 to 18 years: Any 

second-hand garment/fabric items 

remodelled. 

WOMEN in the Burdekin who still know how 

to sew are again being given the opportunity 

to test their skills in the dying art, by entering 

the 2025 Burdekin Rags to Runway competi-

tion. 

Hosted by the Burdekin Artisan Community 

Association Inc., the 2025 Rags to Runway 

will reach its finale at the presentation night, 

which will take place at the St Stephen’s 

Hellenic Hall in Eighth Avenue, Home Hill on 

Saturday, July 12, 2025. 

The Burdekin Artisan Community Associa-

tion is now in the process of calling for en-

tries in the 2025 competition, which provides 

for entrants to show their skills in any of the 

six categories including –  

A Parent’s or guardian’s signature is required 

to  accompany the entries in the Junior Sec-

tion. 

To be eligible for judging, the entry forms must 

be lodged by Friday, May 30, 2025, along with 

relevant fees at $10 per entry. 

Information about the 2025 competition is 

available from the Art Space, 170 Eighth Ave-

nue, Home Hill (next door to Ashworth’s Rock 

Shop), email to artipeople99@yahoo.ccom or 

through Facebook/Messenger to “Burdekin 

Artisans”. 

Prospective entrants should also contact either 

Sandi Milani (0427 821 065) or Desley Jackson 

(0497 356 355) for more details about the com-

petition. 

The Home Hill SES building in Eleventh Avenue 

mailto:artipeople99@yahoo.ccom


 Alan Petersen with his chair produced using locally-sourced 

deer antlers 

Ross and Geraldine Cantarella assisted their Craft Fair customers with their  

locally-produced pottery 

Amanda Daley showed off her craft skills in her stall at the 

Christmas Craft Fair 

Bruce Highway funding welcomed 

THE popularity of the Burdekin 

Craft Fair was again evident as 

huge crowds filled the Burdekin 

Memorial Hall for the Burdekin 

Uniting Church’s Christmas 

event at the end of November, 

2024. 

We mentioned in our December 

edition how difficult it was to en-

courage members of the Uniting 

Church organizing committee 

out of the kitchen for a short time 

for a photo because of how busy 

they were feeding the huge 

crowd that were making the 

most of what was on offer during 

the morning. 

Large numbers or Burdekin 

spectators were part of the 

crowd that supported the event, 

along with many visitors who 

made the trek to Home Hill to 

find out what offerings were 

available at the many stalls that 

were set up in the hall. 

Those stalls offered many a bar-

gain amongst the unique hand-

made delights that craft enthusi-

asts were able to display on their 

market tables. 

The Craft Fair has become an 

important part of the Burdekin 

entertainment calendar each 

year as it highlights the excellent 

talents among Burdekin resi-

dents and beyond in producing 

their novel products. 

The Uniting Church volunteers 

are to be congratulated for con-

tinuing with the efforts in bring-

ing the Craft Fair before the local 

public each year. 

There is no doubt that there will 

be many people looking forward 

to the next Fair when it is held in 

2025.  

Christmas Craft Fair popular 

THE recent announcement that the Al-

banese Government will invest an additional 

$7.2 billion to upgrade and improve the 

Bruce Highway, bringing it to a minimum 

three-star safety rating, has been welcomed 

by Townsville Enterprise. 

Recognising the Bruce Highway’s national 

significance, the Federal Government has 

also reinstated the 80/20 funding split, esti-

mating the total cost to achieve the minimum 

three-star rating at $9 billion. 

The sections from Bowen to Townsville and 

Ingham to Innisfail have been identified as 

priority areas for upgrades. 

The announcement comes just six weeks 

after Townsville Enterprise led a delegation 

to Canberra alongside regional councils, 

strongly advocating for the reinstatement of 

the 80/20 funding model to ensure North 

Queensland’s infrastructure keeps pace with 

economic and population growth. 

Burdekin Shire Mayor, Cr Pierina Dalle Cort 

also highlighted the critical importance of the 

Burdekin Bridge as part of the Highway, as 

she welcomed the the Albanese Government 

announcement of the additional $7.2 billion to 

upgrade and improve the Bruce Highway. 
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Katrina’s Coffee Shop—a dream realised 
AS A single mother of five, Katrina 

Bowen sometimes found it hard – 

but not impossible – to achieve 

certain dreams.  

One of those dreams was to have 

her own coffee shop or restaurant. 

Now that dream has come true, as 

Katrina is the owner/operator of 

Vintage Cravings, Home Hill’s 

newest business, which has 

opened on the western side of 

Eighth Avenue, in a shop previ-

ously operating as a Chinese Res-

taurant. 

“A coffee shop was the cheaper 

option and I sourced a company 

called Many Rivers, that helps low

-income earners by offering small 

loans of up to $10,000 and pro-

vides guidance in setting up a 

small business,” Katrina said. 

“With their help and the support of 

my assigned contact, Rachel, I 

was on my way. 

“I started this journey in early 2024 

and signed the lease in May, so 

as you can imagine, I did come up 

against some obstacles.” 

Katrina has been a resident of the 

Burdekin, off and on, for about 18 

years and moved to Home Hill 

permanently just before Christ-

mas, 2024. 

She said setting up the business 

had taken a lot of time and effort, 

including attending two of the 

industry breakfasts conducted by 

the Burdekin Shire Council in the 
Katrina Bowen is living her dream in her recently opened Coffee Shop in 

Home Hill’s Central Business District, with her son, Braxton. 

forecourt of the Burdekin Thea-

tre after she has started setting 

up the business. 

The new Coffee Shop offers a 

variety of new products that 

were not available previously 

including the Piazza Doro brand 

of coffee and a new form of ice 

cream – Dippin’ Dots – which 

comes in the form of small dots 

in different flavours, as well as 

the original Slush Puppy, in 

which the cordial is “real juice”. 

Katrina said she wanted people 

to be able to “come in and relax 

and have a coffee” while they 

can also order milk shakes sand-

wiches, salads, toasties, home-

made quiches, cheesecake and 

slices. 

While the opening menu is lim-

ited, she has plans to increase 

what is available in the future 

including pancakes, hot dogs, 

banana splits and beef gravy 

rolls. 

Katrina has offered her thanks to 

everyone who had helped her 

reach the opening point, includ-

ing her biggest supporter, her 

youngest son, 11-year-old Brax-

ton. 

“I couldn’t have done it without 

him,” she said, as she thanked 

everyone for their support, 

“whether it was giving me extra 

time to pay bills, lending me 

money or helping with tasks like 

sanding chairs and laying down 

lino.” 

Katrina said she was aware that 

she was in need of signage, 

however, the funding only goes 

so far and she couldn’t keep 

borrowing money. 

She said she had to open with-

out signage and she hoped that 

social media would bring in cus-

tomers, “which it has”. 

Katrina said she would get the 

required signage as soon as she 

could afford it. 

Vintage Cravings can be found 

at 108 Eighth Avenue, Home Hill 

on the western side of the Cen-

tral Business District, across 

from the former supermarket 

building  
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Commercial Gases  
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Bluey’s Thrift Shop Secretary, Kerry Lowing (left) presented a $2000 
cheque to Lower Burdekin Scout Group leaders, Narelle Timm and 

Chris Berkery 

Burdekin Community Association Chief Executive Officer, Debra 

Cochrane (centre) was presented with a donation of $2000 by Blu-

ey’s Thrift Shop Treasurer, John Ford (left) and Secretary, Kerry 

Lowing. 

Thrift Shop community support 
THE volunteers at Bluey’s 

Thrift Shop in Home Hill are 

not only helping members of 

the local community with the 

provision of quality clothing at 

an economical price – but 

their profits are also assisting 

the work of the Burdekin 

Community Association, as 

well as the members of the 

Lower Burdekin Scout Group, 

who, in turn, have used part of 

the donation to “provide a 

2025 Christmas meal for the 

Homeless and Lonely in our 

community”. 

During a Uniting Church Ser-

vice held on Sunday, January 

5, the Secretary of Bluey’s 

Thrift Shop, Kerry Lowing and 

Treasurer, John Ford handed 

over a donation of $2000 to 

the Chief Executive Officer of 

the Burdekin Community As-

sociation, Debra Cochran, 

with a request that the funds 

be allocated towards domestic 

violence. 

At the same service, the Low-

er Burdekin Scout Group 

leaders, Chris Berkery and 

Narelle Timm were presented 

with a $2000 cheque by Kerry 

Lowing, the Bluey’s Thrift 

Shop Secretary. 

This is the second generous 

cheque that Bluey’s Thrift 

Shop has presented to the 

Lower Burdekin Scout Group 

and is part of a total of 

$14,000 that has been dis-

tributed into the local commu-

nity over the past year 

through the efforts of the 

Thrift Shop volunteers. 

The previous donation to the 

Scouts was in 2024 and was 

used to provide Camps and 

activities, Leadership training 

for the youth members, Small 

First Aid Kits for all Scouts, 

along with other equipment.  

Mr Berkery also advised that 

the current donation would 

be used to -  

Provide a 2025 Christmas 

meal for the Homeless and 

Lonely in our community. 

“The community supports our 

Scouts, so now, we will do 

this as another way to sup-

port our community,” Mr 

Berkery said. 

Purchase paint to brighten 

the outside of the Den; 

Update some of the Group 

camping and general equip-

ment; 

Design a Group sun safe 

camp shirt and 

Reduce the cost of member-

ship, camps and activities for 

the youth members and their 

families. 

On behalf of all of our 

Scouts, Mr Berkery of-

fered their thanks to Blu-

ey’s Thrift Shop for their 

support for the scouts 

and for “the great work 

they do in our communi-

ty”. 

SES “leaning forward” 
THE continual heavy rain 

throughout North Queensland at 

the end of January and into the 

first days of February resulted in 

the Local Disaster Management 

Group (LDMG) moving to “lean 

forward”, following the latest 

update from the Bureau of Mete-

orology (BOM).  

LDMG Chair, Mayor Pierina 

Dalle Cort said the LDMG would 

continue to monitor the situation 

and provide updates as re-

quired. 

“The latest update from the 

Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) 

indicates that the severe weath-

er warning for the Burdekin 

Local Government Area may 

result in heavy localised rainfall 

and life-threatening flash flood-

ing,” Cr Dalle Cort said.  

“If it’s flooded, forget it,” she 

commented. 

Sandbags are still available at 

the SES Ayr Depot.  

Due to a small crew of SES 

available and tasked on other 

jobs, residents are requested to 

attend the Ayr SES Depot to 

bag and pocket up their sand-

bags.  

Those who cannot do this will 

have to contact 132 500 and 

log a job with the SES Call 

Centre.  



• Painting 

• Tiling 

• Fencing 

• Lawn & Garden  

 Service 

• Repairs &  

 Maintenance 

Jimmy’s Handyman  

& Fencing Service 

Monthly Bible Message 
(Contributed) 

You are my refuge 

and my shield, I 

have put my hope 

in your word 
 
 

 Psalm 119  

Verse 114 

Success continues for Tourism volunteers 
THE work of 40 Burde-

kin Tourism Volunteers, 

who have welcomed 

over 11,000 visitors to 

the Shire over the past 

12 months, has been 

celebrated as part of 

another successful year 

of tourism in the Burde-

kin at the annual Volun-

teers Christmas Party.  

Held at the Malpass Ho-

tel, the occasion saw 

the volunteers treated to 

a delicious buffet lunch 

in appreciation of their 

hard work throughout 

the year. 

The group of 40 volun-

teers have welcomed 

over 11,000 visitors to 

the Burdekin Visitor In-

formation Centres in Ayr 

and Home Hill over the 

past year.  

Operating seven days a 

week, the centres serve 

as a vital resource for 

tourists, offering direc-

tions, local maps, infor-

mation on surrounding 

regions and promoting 

local businesses.  

Additionally, the volun-

teers assist with the pop-

ular driver reviver ser-

vice, ensuring travellers 

are well-informed and 

refreshed during their 

visits. 

During the function, 

Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort 

was given the honour of 

recognising several vol-

unteers for their exceptional 

milestones of service. 

"Our volunteers are the 

heart and soul of tourism in 

the Burdekin," she said. "It’s 

a privilege to acknowledge 

these incredible individuals 

who give so much of their 

time and energy to make 

the Burdekin a welcoming 

destination for visitors. 

“Their dedication plays a 

crucial role in driving our 

local tourism sector and 

supporting our businesses 

and community." 

Volunteers who were recog-

nised for their remarkable 

years of service were— 

5 years: Janelle Da Corte, Pa-

trice Ferguson and Wilma 

Wright; 

10 years: Loryn Rennie; 

15 years: Marg Greenwood; 

20 years: Shirley Chard and 

Gary Edwards; 

30 years: Joan Andersen, 

Maureen Perry and Flo Down-

ing, all of whom were original 

members of the former Burde-

kin Tourism Association, es-

tablished to assist in the devel-

opment of tourism in the re-

gion. 

The Burdekin Shire Council 

extended its deepest gratitude 

to all tourism volunteers for 

their unwavering dedication. 

Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort (centre) with 30-year awardees, Joan 

Anderson (left) and Maureen Perry 

Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort (centre) with 20 year awardees, Gary Ed-

wards (left) and Shirley Chard 



Burdekin Region Mills  

Weekly Production Figures 
 

To the end of crushing, January, 2025 
 

Cane crushed—   In final week     Season total  
   

Invicta                       59,298    3,119,660 

Pioneer     39,546    1,496,891 

Kalamia           8,746     1,551,901 

Inkerman        19,997    1,796,727 

Burdekin                     -  -    7,965,295 

 

CCS        

Invicta           9.57       13.99 

Pioneer           9.49       13.89 

Kalamia                      9.84       13.68 

Inkerman                    9.42       13.95 

Burdekin          -  -  -       14.95 
 

Comments — 
 

For week 30, ending January 4,  2025 

Both Pioneer and Invicta mills recommenced operations last 

week following a wet weather stop, only to be stopped again 

by more wet weather later in the week. Paddock conditions are 

challenging and cane quality is declining. However, we are 

hopeful that as much of the remaining cane as possible can be 

harvested and processed while conditions allow.  

 

For week 31, ending January 11,  2025 

Both Pioneer and Invicta mills recommenced production last 

week following a wet weather stop. The factories ran consist-

ently and a total of more than 120,000 tonnes of cane was 

crushed for the week. CCS is declining and paddock condi-

tions are challenging, however, we are hopeful that as much of 

the remaining cane as possible can be harvested and pro-

cessed while conditions allow. While rail operations around 

Kalamia and Inkerman mills are now winding down, cane 

trains are still operating in full swing at Invicta and Pioneer.  

 

For week 32, ending January 18, 2024 

Pioneer and Invicta mills processed just under 100,000 tonnes 

for the week to wrap up the 2024 season. In total, our four 

Burdekin mills processed 7.97m tonnes for the season. All 

Burdekin factories have now commenced their capital and 

maintenance programs, preparing for the 2025 season. We 

completed the 2024 season without any major incidents on our 

cane rail network involving members of the public. We will 

recommence our cane train safety awareness campaign lead-

ing up to the 2025 season  

John Tait, 

Cane Supply Manager, 

Burdekin  

Region 

 

 

 

Happy New Year 

WELCOME to 2025! I hope everyone had the opportunity to enjoy 

the festive season and spend some valuable time with loved ones. 

On the back of what could only be described as a whirlwind end to 

2024, it was fantastic to spend some much-needed time with fami-

ly and, of course, some additional time in the Burdekin Electorate 

before Parliament sittings resume in February. 

 

Parliament Update 

WE ENDED 2024 keeping the promises we made during the Octo-

ber election and in North Queensland. I know just how much that 

meant to those who have had their lives turned upside down by 

youth crime. The Making Queensland Safer Laws were officially 

passed in the final parliamentary sitting of 2024 and while we 

know that there is a great deal more work that needs to be done, 

this is an important first step. These laws will send a very loud and 

clear message right across Queensland that our government is 

serious about keeping our communities safe and holding these 

young offenders to account. 

 

Highway boost long awaited 

NORTH Queenslanders know all too well how dangerous our na-

tional highway is and how calls for upgrades in recent years have 

fallen on deaf ears. The Bruce Highway has claimed countless 

lives, left 

communi-

ties reeling 

and travel-

lers strand-

ed. While 

the Federal 

Labor Gov-

ernment's 

backflip on 

funding ar-

rangements 

for the 

Bruce High-

way is welcome news, I’ll be looking to ensure that sections of the 

highway, like south of Home Hill (pictured), receive the attention it 

so desperately needs. 

 

Here to help 

IF YOU or someone you know has an issue that you need help 

with, please remember, my job is to represent you. I may not al-

ways be able to fix the problem, but rest assured, I will always do 

my best.  

For help, please call my office on 1800 817 594 or send an email 

to burdekin@parliament.qld.gov.au 

 

Until next time, stay safe and well. 

Dale Sugar and Renewables 

mailto:burdekin@parliament.qld.gov.au


Uli Liessmann comments . . 

GOOD  news week and I hope it all pans out for the 

good of everyone in 2025—I am led to believe Home 

Hill is expected to experience growth, with new busi-

nesses opening and more in the pipeline, big and small. 

All development is great. All this is a very positive move 

for Home Hill with even more people buying houses 

and using the local businesses.  

 

I NEED to mention this, as Liessmann and Sons em-

ployed two Home Hill High School boys to work over 

the holidays and beyond in our business. Now I can’t 

speak too highly of these boys and I will go as far as to 

say they have a great future ahead of themselves. May 

I suggest that they consider a trade? For permanent 

future employment, they will likely always have work 

due to the current shortage of tradespeople. 

 

I HAVE often seen 

people, including 

myself, crossing 

Eighth Avenue 

without pressing 

the button to acti-

vate the traffic 

lights (Pictured 

right). They are 

there for your safe-

ty, so please use 

them. The worst 

case scenario is 

Main Roads removing the traffic lights because no one 

uses then and then if we have an accident, who do we 

blame?  

 

WITH refence to the many mass killings using motor 

vehicles—This is not a nice topic and I think it applies 

to all towns, or so I believe. Safety at public outdoors 

functions should be of paramount importance through-

out the world and, more importantly, here at home and 

this includes the Burdekin Shire. At major functions, all 

entrances should have portable safety water or con-

crete barriers, the same as what is used on Main 

Roads Works. Also, a possible use of fixed bollards, 

wherever suitable throughout the shire at public build-

ings, such as the forecourt at the Comfort Stop and the 

Burdekin Theatre, to name a few. Now this should be a 

priority for the next Council budget. I cannot accept 

there is no money, or we need to get funding—just 

have a look at your last year’s budget. Should or could 

such an event happen and heaven forbid, it does not 

happen here, so let’s be proactive and install the safety 

barriers on a permanent basis or removal barriers as 

the need requires so that this carnage can never hap-

pen here.  

 

THE Home Hill Chamber provides opportunities for all 

Burdekin-ites to meet new people and form connections 

at their monthly meetings at the Home Hill Bowls Club. 

You can offer suggestions, address the Chamber, or 

just listen. All ages are welcome, whether new or long-

time members The Chamber hosts informative speak-

ers from various backgrounds. Councillors also attend 

and help with information, if and when needed, which 

might or might not concern you. 

 

A SMALL obser-

vation for next 

year’s festivi-

ties—The new 

Christmas Tree 

looks great dur-

ing the day and 

most people like 

its new position, 

although a few 

do not. It is im-

possible to 

please every-

one. Now the 

lights on the 

tree at night ap-

pear somewhat 

dim, due to hav-

ing just one set 

of coloured 

lights, which 

gives it an eco-

nomical appear-

ance. Next year, 

please add 

more coloured lights, or we may need to collect funds to 

buy lights to make the tree look vibrant enough for the 

Home Hill Christmas lights competition.  

  

 

A SUBTLE reminder 

to each one of you—

We live under this 

flag in the greatest 

country called Aus-

tralia—if we don’t 

take it for granted.  

 

 

 

These are my opinions and views only. To contact me, 

please phone (mobile) 0439 822 064     

      - ULI LIESSMANN 

Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of  

Commerce Vice President, Uli Liessmann  

reports on local issues of 

interest in the Home Hill district 



 

170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community Association Inc. invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft 

forms at  the  Ashworths Rock Shop complex each day from 10am to 5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9.30am to 1pm Saturday. 

Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—

Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in 

the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings. 

Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge, 

which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history; 

Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418 

783 799 for details of how to participate. 

Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old 

igloos and gun emplacement still in place. 

Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club (phone 0467 566 448) — amongst the cane fields on Iona Road; or 

Home Hill Tennis (0447 384 441) offers Monday night tennis fixtures @ 7pm and Friday social tennis @ 8am; Pickleball Tuesday night 

@ 7pm. Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon. (Email: homehilltennis@gmail.com; Facebook: Home Hill Tennis; To book a court: play. 

tennis.com.au/homehilltennis  

Home Hill Community Sports Club Inc. (0468 313 115) offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open 

bar. Things to do at the Club—MONDAY: Low Impact Classes at 9am; TUESDAY: Trimmers at 9am; WEDNESDAY: Arts and Crafts at 

9am. The Club is also available for hire. 

Burdekin Friendship Club—Fortnightly, on Mondays from 9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr Fourteenth Street 

and Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $7 per person. Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided. Phone Esme 4782 1766. 

Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the 

numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months; 

Home Hill Friends and Neighbours Craft Group—meets every Wednesday, 9am to 11.30am at Home Hill Community Sports Club, 

Ninth Avenue, Home Hill for general craft activities and cooking tips. Cost $3 with morning tea. Phone 0427 804 129 for more information 

Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday. 

Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. The 

Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the 

Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs. 

Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which 

is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety 

barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.  

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first three Saturday nights of each month; 

Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of  Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the plaques 

situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street 

Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth 

Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in. 

The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation 

of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting. 

Comments on our town or services would be appreciated. Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com 

 Three  

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district 

Free information sessions on Queensland Housing Finance Loans  

TWO free information sessions, hosted by the Burdekin Shire Council, will 

take place on Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at the Burdekin Theatre Foyer 

to help local residents and stakeholders learn more about the Queensland 

Housing Finance Loan (QHFL). 

The QHFL is a government initiative designed to support Queenslanders 

living in regional and remote areas, who can afford to buy or build a home, 

but cannot get private finance from a bank or building society. The first 

session, tailored for Real Estate Agents and Housing Providers, is sched-

uled from 4pm to 5pm, while the second session, which is intended for the 

Community and Potential Homeowners, will run from 5.30pm to 6.30pm. 

The QHFL provides low-deposit home loans without the need for lenders’ 

mortgage insurance, making it easier for low to moderate-income earners 

to purchase or build their first home.  

With housing affordability being a growing concern, this initiative offers a 

valuable opportunity for eligible Queenslanders to enter into the housing 

market.  

The Queensland Government has increased the household income eligi-

bility of the existing Queensland Housing Finance Loan from $141,000 to 

$201,000 per annum for a two-year trial, allowing more people in regional 

Queensland to apply for the loan. 

The sessions are free to attend and registrations are essential. Visit 

www.trybooking.com/CYOIG. 

http://www.trybooking.com/CYOIG.

