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Double Trouble for Race Club President..
$806 Council fine for another’s mess

THE Burdekin Race Club has
been hit with an $806 fine for
the “illegal dumping of rubbish”
on an area of its land at the
back corner of its race track
(facing Darveniza Road) which
has been cleaned up and trees
planted by club volunteers,
although it still features a large
area of ponded stagnant water
that is diverted off Darveniza
Road.

Race Club President, Ricky
Gudge reported to a recent
meeting of the Club on the ac-
count received from the council
for $806 for “illegal dumping
and burning, even though | had
previously stated to council that

this was not our doing”.

Mr Gudge told the meeting of a
letter he had sent to the council in
response to the account because
“it's quite evident that you have not
been told the full story”.

In the letter, the club president
initially thanked Mayor Pierina
Dalle Cort for calling him and offer-
ing a time slot at a council meeting.
However, he said that after further
thought, he believed it would be
better for all if he “just put pencil to
paper due to my disappointment
with council process”.

Mr Gudge detailed the timeline with
regard to the alleged offence, ad-
vising that on June 5, he was con-
tacted by council after a report of
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The area at the back corner of the Home Hill Race Track that has been
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cleaned up by volunteers and trees planted, although an area of stagnant
water is ponded at the back of the cleared area

illegal dumping by non-race club
members at the southern end
area. “l was then told that the pit
had rubbish that was not in the
agreement (that had been dis-
cussed with a council officer)
several years earlier,” he wrote.
“This agreement was that green
waste could be stockpiled at the
before mentioned area and that

when the cane adjoining the
lease was burnt, we could then
obtain a permit and burn.”
He said he had been completely
honest with (the council officer)
and told her that the club had
dumped the cardboard and some
timber, but the rest was from
“outside perpetrators”.
Continued on Page 4—

Three-year ban for alleged race day assault

A SPECIAL meeting of Burdekin
Race Club members at the Club
last Friday evening has placed a
three-year ban on a visiting li-
censed restricted Trainer from
attending the Home Hill track,
after an alleged incident earlier in
the week at the club’s only TAB
meeting for the year, in which
Club President, Ricky Gudge was
allegedly punched and kicked in
the head.

A message was sent out to all
Burdekin Race Club members on
Thursday evening advising of an
“urgent meeting” on Friday night
“on advice from RQ representa-
tive to discuss at length the as-
sault on our hard-working Presi-
dent”.

A detailed explanation was given

to those members who attended
as to the reason for the meeting
and the allegations of a punch to
the side of Mr Gudge’s head as
well as a kick to the same side of
the head.

The incident is alleged to have
emanated from the committee
room above the Stewards’ and
Jockeys’ rooms near the saddling
enclosure, where volunteer wom-
en each race day prepare corn
beef sandwiches for afternoon tea
for the visiting trainers and owners
at the track.

On Tuesday, it was alleged that
the offender had started to take
sandwiches from a fridge, when
he was asked to wait until every-
thing was ready.

The man was reported as giving a

g S S
Burdekin Race Club President,
Ricky Gudge

foul-mouthed response before
leaving.

Shortly after, it is alleged that Mr
Gudge spoke to the man and
suggested he should not talk to
the women like he did, which
apparently created an argu-
ment, which was interrupted by
one of the course Stewards.

It was later on in the afternoon
that the attack on Mr Gudge is

alleged to have taken place.
Secretary Leanne Gudge also
read out an on-line report about
the incident, which provided a
completely different description of
what happened.

The meeting was told that the on-
course ambulance was in attend-
ance after the incident, after which
Ayr Police were called.

Friday’s meeting was told they
needed to make a decision on
what should be done following the
alleged assault.

Following lengthy discussion, the
meeting unanimously carried a
motion that the man be banned
from the Home Hill track for a
three-year period — the longest
that can be applied at the one
time.




HOW much more talk will there be be-
fore some form of substantial work takes
place in North Queensland on spending
some of the billions of dollars that has
been allocated towards upgrading the
Bruce Highway—especially in this area?
There is work under way, particularly on
passing lanes, but surely the promised
seven billion dollars is not just going to
be allocated to such smaller projects,
when there are new roads and bridges
that are urgently needed to improve
safety on what is described as the
“worst” Highway in the nation. The road
through Home Hill is part of the Bruce
Highway and it badly needs upgrading,
along with construction of a second
bridge crossing of the Burdekin River
adjacent to the existing bridge, which is
a “safety” issue and a traffic bottleneck
that badly needs to be part of the high-
way spend-up. Nothing has been an-
nounced from State or Federal
Transport Departments about any plan-
ning for a new bridge crossing, but there
was a suggestion put to the August
meeting of the Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce that there was planning
under way on a new Burdekin Bridge.
Hopefully more thought goes into the
planning than the last effort, when seven
different routes were promoted, which
meant there were seven times as many
upset farmers with proposed routes
cutting through their paddocks. If they
are planning a new Burdekin Bridge as
part of the allocated billions, there will
not be much left for any other projects.

QUESTIONS are being asked as to why
residents of the state are asked to go
out and vote for local representatives to
be the voice of the ratepayers on Local
Government Councils, when it seems
that unelected officers are the ones who
make the decisions that have an affect
on the lives of ratepayers. Changes to
the Local Government Act over the
years seems to have taken away any
authority those elected representatives
had many years ago and has passed it
on to officers who do not have to face
an election if something goes wrong. It
is only natural that the officers employed
by councils are there to offer the benefit

The finer points

SIGNS of more progress for Home Hill with
initial work being carried out on the cement
driveway to the former HiWay Motors Garage
at the southern end of Eighth Avenue. This
work follows the Council announcement last
month of the installation of 13 new units on
the land adjoining the Burdekin Motor Inn,
which will provide a major boost for the Motel
and the town as a whole. After talking to the
owner of the motel recently, he certainly is
positive towards Home Hill's future and there
could be more plans come to light in the
years ahead. After mentioning the former
service station at the entrance to our town
last month and again in what was an “annual”
report to the Chamber of Commerce meeting
recently, Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort indicated
at the Chamber meeting that the Council is
moving forward in trying to do something

of Home Hill . .

about the dilapidated buildings around the town,
but it does take time. The Council is a bit sensi-
tive when comments are made which they do not
like—after expressing our views in the past, the
council has cut us off the distribution list for their
media press releases. It makes it a bit harder,
but we can still get them from the Council's web
site, which means we can still keep the Home Hill
community informed on relevant news. Hopefully,
any council action towards removing the eye-
sores in our Central Business District will come
to fruition in the very near future.

of their experience to elected councillors in deci-
sion making but surely the final say in matters of
concern should be in the hands of those who
have to face the electors?

ALSO on the subject of electing councillors, a
few decades ago, there was a lot of concern in
Queensland about the variation in the size or
state electorates, with city electorates having
many more voters than those in the regional
areas. That led to the introduction of “one vote,
one value” which meant that city electorates
were reduced to a size where tax payers could
walk across them in a day, while regional areas
now have elected members who have to be
pilots to get to see their constituents. It means
that all electorates have about the same number
of voters—but is it democratic that some voters
do not have similar access to their elected rep-
resentatives as those in the city? That brings us
to local councils where the one vote one value
also applies—but it also means that there is no
chance for a return to local shire divisions as is
the desire of some local voters. In those past
times, voters were able to regularly talk to their
divisional councillors and those representatives
knew exactly what and where problem areas
were at election time. It also means that voters
on the south side of the Burdekin Shire are not
likely to see major projects on their side of the
Shire when it would be rare to have any more
than two of the seven elected councillors—
Projects like a multi-million dollar industrial es-

tate being built alongside the existing one in
Ayr; OR the multi-million dollar water slide,
again built in Ayr, that replaced one that was
scrapped because it was not getting used and
youthful residents on the south side cannot get
to use regularly; OR as was announced in a
Townsville newspaper earlier in August, a
green light for a three-quarter of a million dollar
new “pump” track—again in Ayr on the former
junior soccer fields—and apparently the “kids
are stoked” about it. Does that include the
Home Hill kids who cannot regularly get to it,
just as they cannot regularly get to the water
slide. If there were equal votes throughout the
shire, would something be done for all kids to
gain some overall value for the rates that all
land-owner parents in the shire pay?

HOME HILL is in the news internationally again
on the tennis court, as former local resident
and Home Hill High School student, Adam
Walton, has again made it to the second round
of an Open Tennis Tournament, this time in the
United States. While some media organisations
name Adam as being a player “from Home Hill”
and others have him “from Townsville”, mainly
because they do not think that anyone would
know where Home Hill is. Then there are oth-
ers with a city-centric view who only claim him
to be “from Brisbane”. Any way, he was origi-
nally from Home Hill and we are very happy to
congratulate him on his growing success.
- DAVID JACKSON




Leaders change at Home Hill Chamber

THE Home Hill Chamber of Com-
merce has elected a new presi-
dent at its recent annual general
meeting, with local businessman,
Uli Liessmann taking over the
role after eight years of leader-
ship by David Jackson.

Mr Liessmann has virtually
swapped positions, taking over
as President while Mr Jackson
takes on the Vice President role.
With guest speaker, Ricky Ro-
meo conducting the election of
officers, other positions remained
the same with Robert Antoniazzi
as secretary, John Clarke as
treasurer and Erin Brennan join-
ing the executive along with all
four elected members.
Presenting his annual report, Mr
Jackson said the Chamber could
look back on a very successful
past year, with increasing partici-
pation by members as well as
growing interest from the mem-
bers of the Home Hill community.
“Once again, the success has
come down to the combined
efforts of the Chamber Executive
members who have all contribut-
ed towards the growing success,”
he said. “Vice President Uli
Liessmann, through his artistic
talents, is laden with ideas to
improve the town and has
worked with Secretary, Robert

Antoniazzi on upgrading areas
such as the Harvest Festival
Ephemera with increased prize
money, while our Secretary has
led the way in various areas,
including ensuring the Chamber
has an ongoing list of speakers
for our meetings well into the
year ahead.”

Mr Jackson said the chamber
had lost the services of their only
female executive member, Me-
ghan Wilson, during the year as
she moved to the United States.
However, the executive had
gained considerable experience
with Erin Brennan rejoining the
committee to ensure there is a
female opinion in their discus-
sions.

He reported that the Chamber
was in a secure financial position
at the present time, thanks to the
efforts of Treasurer, John Clarke
who had devoted a lot of his time
to ensuring their accounts were
maintained to a high standard.
“It is pleasing to see that while
our Central Business District
continues to feature many empty
premises in all blocks, there is
positive movement forward
through developments that are
taking place, starting with the two
major service stations, Liberty
and United, while work has be-

Retiring President of the Home Hill Chamber of Commerce, David Jackson
(seated left) and his successor, Uli Liessmann and (standing, from left) Treas-
urer John Clarke, guest speaker Ricky Romeo, executive member Erin Bren-

nan and Secretary Robert Antoniazzi

gun on an upgrade of the former
HiWay Motors building at the
southern end of Eighth Avenue.
“That end of town is also due for
further improvement as plans
have been announced for the
Burdekin Motor Inn with 13 new
tourist cabins to be constructed on
the adjoining land.

“Now all we have to hope for at
that end of town is that the Coun-
cil can find a way to eliminate the
unsightly welcome to town from
the southern end, offered by the
former United Service Station.”
Mr Jackson reported that little had
been done by all levels of govern-
ment to upgrade the town centre
over the past year, “which means
our CBD still urgently needs up-
grading works to be carried out to

improve the gradient levels of the
highway through town and the
associated drainage to improve the
parking for motorists trying to park
along the town’s kerbing and chan-
nelling (state and federal govern-
ments); encouraging absentee
landlords to co-operate in upgrad-
ing, removing or replacing old
buildings in the CBD (council);
improving the footpaths over the
length of Eighth Avenue with
cleaning and upgrading (council
and the business operators them-
selves); while also looking after the
interests of our town as a whole by
continuing to remind all levels of
government that the town does
exist in its own right and improve-
ments in Ayr do not specifically
help Home Hill.”

Enjoy these coming race days in Home Hill

An enjoyable day out under the big trees at
the Home Hill Race Track, as the Burdekin

Race Club features these coming events —

Future meetings:

Saturday, November 1, 2025 (Scotty's Memorial Day) PIUS Southern event

Saturday, February 14, 2026
Saturday, April 18, 2026

Saturday, May 16, 2026 (Growers Race Day)

—x

A large program of local races,

s—and with

local bookmakers on course, a

full bar and an excellent range
of food options available




Race Club finedor_ iIeaII

Continued from Page 1—
“When | went to school, | was
taught that carboard was made
from wood and being so, | de-
cided to dump the cardboard to
burn with the green waste at the
later date.

“During the allotted clean up
time, the club was broken into
and thousands of dollars in
products was stolen, as well as
a caravan being broken into and
vandalised.

“During this period the dumping
area is set alight, coincidence |
think not!”

Mr Gudge told the council and
councillors that the next-door
farmer reported a small smoul-
dering area to council, who then
extinguished this “INFERNO” at
a cost to the club of just under
$300.

“Now we have received another
account for illegal dumping and
burning of $806, even though |
had previously stated to council
that this was not our doing.

“We are a club with very limited
numbers and with almost all of

us at or above retirement age,” he
wrote.

“Maybe, council could turn over a
new leaf and in still (sic) of trying
to profit from clubs, help them.
“Like most clubs, we are hard-
working volunteers who donate
their time and money, in some
cases, for our community.
“Council could learn from this
passion and I'm sure all the coun-
cillors who donate their time to
either clubs or associations would
agree and be embarrassed by
these actions.”

The Race Club President ex-
plained that the area at the south-
ern end of Darveniza Road was a
total eye sore and through pre-
serving and planting trees from
donated club time and money, ‘it
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The area of land that has had illegally dumped rubbish left on it near a pond of stagnant water

has been transformed into an area
we can be proud of”.

“l ask council this question. . . why
would we want to beatify this area
and then dump material that takes
away from this effort?

“If council had of looked closer at
this area, they may have seen a
greater environmental hazard in
the water that is diverted off Dar-
veniza Road, where stagnant
liquid lies and (is) a breeding ha-
ven for mosquitoes.”

Mr Gudge then made a sugges-
tion to the department heads —
“Pick up the phone and talk to
people . . . you may then receive
respect, instead of the contempt
you bring on yourselves through
ignorance and lack of correspond-
ence”.

/ dumped rubbish

In closing, he said that “as soon
as | can hire younger personnel,
this area will be cleaned once
more and the total area will be
fenced at another significant cost
to the club to alleviate this continu-
ing problem”.

“If council would like to donate
time and funding for these pro-
jects, it would be more then wel-
comed.”

In a subsequent letter sent to the
council, Mr Gudge reiterated his
remarks on the “real story of illegal
dumping/ illegal burning at the pit
on the southern end of the lease”
and asked that “Council consider
our efforts and the fines for dump-
ing/burning and extinguishment of
the minor fire be overturned and
waived please”.

Council discontinues building certification service

THE Burdekin Shire Council has decided to
discontinue its in-house building certification
services from September 30, 2025, with the
appointment of Buildable Approvals Pty Ltd
(BAS) as council's preferred supplier to deliver
the services on it's behalf, should an applicant
still wish the Council to accept and assess its
application for building works.

The change follows the retirement of Council’s
long-serving Building Certifier and unsuccess-
ful recruitment efforts to fill the vacancy, de-
spite advertising the role since early 2025.
The decision ensures the Council continues to
meet its legal obligations under the Building
Act 1975, while maintaining service continuity
for the community.

“Council has provided in-house building certifi-
cation for over 40 years, but like many other
Queensland councils, we have found it in-
creasingly difficult to recruit qualified certifiers,”

Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort said. I
“By engaging with a private

provider, we can continue to
deliver this service when re-
quested, meet our statutory
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compliant manner.”

From October 1, 2025, BAS will act as
Council's preferred certifier for all new build-
ing work applications lodged with Council
for assessment and provide services to
Council to finalise all existing and outstand-
ing building work permits currently open,
until the permit end date (expected mid-
2027).

Due to the variable nature of BAS’s fee
structure, Council will amend its 2025/26
Fees and Charges Schedule to a “Price on

Application” model for building work applica-
tions lodged with Council from October 1,
2025 onwards — an approach that ensures full
cost recovery for the service.

If an application is made to Council for as-
sessment, Council will work with local build-
ers, contractors and residents to ensure they
are aware of the changes and can plan in-
spections accordingly, noting that under the
new model, BAS provides inspections on a
scheduled basis, one day per week.

“We know this is a significant change for our
building industry and residents and we will
ensure clear communication and support
throughout the transition,” Cr Dalle Cort said.
More information on the change to the build-
ing certification services is available at
www.burdekin.gld.gov.au or by contacting the
Council’'s Planning and Development team on
4783 9800.


https://www.burdekin.qld.gov.au/

Another stage of Home Hill Be- Actlve Trall underway

CONSTRUCTION of stage five of
the Home Hill Be-Active Trail is
under way, with the installation of
a two-metre-wide concrete foot-
path along Seventeenth Street,
(pictured) extending between
Seventh Avenue and Eleventh
Avenue, Home Hill.

Once completed, works are ex-
pected to move directly into stage
six of the project, which will extend
the pathway along Eleventh Ave-
nue from Seventeenth Street.
Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort said the
Be-Active Trail network was a long
-term investment in health, wellbe-
ing and liveability for the Home Hill
community.

“The Be-Active Trail is about cre-

ating safe, accessible spaces
that encourage walking, cycling
and active lifestyles for all ages,”
she said.

“With nine stages planned in
total, each step brings us closer
to delivering a connected path-
way network that links key parts
of the community, supports recre-
ation and improves neighbour-
hood connectivity.”

When fully complete, the Be-
Active Trail will provide Home Hill
with a continuous pathway net-
work designed to promote
healthy living, improve safety for
pedestrians and cyclists and
enhance the town’s overall
amenity.
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Artisans Art classes change m s

THE Burdekin Artisan Community
Association Inc. will host their
monthly Car Boot Sale in front of
Ashworths Rock Shop on Satur-
day, September 13 - and for the
next two months, it will be in con-
junction with their art classes un-
der the direction of a visiting tutor.
The Artisans have been holding
their Car Boot Sale under the
trees for over two years, with a
variety of items being offered for
sale by the traders who open their
boots from 8am to 12 noon on
Saturday mornings.

The Art Classes are normally held
on the first Saturday of each
month.

However, with the Burdekin
Water Festival being held on
that Saturday in September, it
has been decided that the Art
Classes will be held on the Sat-
urday, in conjunction with the Cr
Boot Sale.

Similarly, there is also a clash
on the first Saturday in October
with the long weekend holiday,
which has resulted in the deci-
sion to change to the next Sat-
urday

Anyone wishing to set up a site
for the Artisans Car Boot Sale
should contact the Secretary,
Desley Jackson on 0497 356
355 to make a booking.
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Some of the traders under the trees in front of Ashworths Rock Shop

Largest Ephemera prize

THE Burdekin’s biggest art prize will
be on offer when Lloyd Mann Gar-
dens in Eighth Avenue, Home Hill
transforms into an Ephemeral Art
Gallery playing host to the annual
Canefields Ephemera art competi-
tion as part of the 2025 Home Hill
Harvest Festival.

Entrants in the Competition, which
is supported by Queensland Coun-
try Bank, will display their artwork

for at least six weeks from September
to early November at Lloyd Mann
Park, in what is an annual Home Hill
Harvest Festival event co-ordinated by
the Home Hill Chamber of Commerce.
The winning entrant will receive
$5000, with $500 going to the entry
receiving the People’s Choice Award,
determined by votes on social media.
Entries will be installed from Septem-
ber 8 through to September 21.

Parent
DQ Pathways

20 B Gurmarmrmert iritiothe

bamara

Parent Pathways

Parent Pathways is a support service for parents
and carers with children under 6 years old.

Parent Pathways connects parents and carers with a
Support Mentor who can help them reach their goals.

‘L}

Other ways Parent Pathways can support parents and carers

@ Financial Community
Dy support support
Help with Sdlyicr
your study or oA
training
work goals

To find out more EESE Callus on
Our team is ready to help you with any "’gr 2 1300 012 476

questions you may have.
Contact us today to speak to a member 0 Visit our website
bamara.com.au

of our team and discuss your options.,




A SPECIALISED piece of
equipment designed for
aquatic vegetation man-
agement has been
launched in the Burdekin
Shire.

The machine is a return to
the past for the Burdekin
Shire as previous councils
operated a weed harvest-
ing machine in local wa-
terways in the early
2000’s with excellent re-
sults.

The new Weedoo aquatic
weed harvester made its
first appearance at the
recently upgraded ramp at
Sheepstation Creek.
Imported from the United
States, the vessel is pur-
pose-built for use in
aquatic weed environ-
ments and provides coun-
cil with an innovative tool
to improve the health of
local waterways.

In its first outing, the
Weedoo completed four
hours of operation during
which it removed an estimat-
ed two tonnes of weed in
just the first 30 minutes.
Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort
said the launch was a mile-
stone moment in Council’s
ongoing environmental ef-
forts.

“This new aquatic weed har-
vester is a game changer for
our region,” she said. “To
see two tonnes of weed re-
moved in just half an hour
shows the enormous poten-
tial of this technology to pro-
tect our waterways and, ulti-
mately, the Great Barrier
Reef.”

Cr Dalle Cort described it as
a smart investment in the
future health of our environ-
ment and our community.
“Council will be working
alongside local landholders
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The Burdekin Shire’s new harvesting machine in action in Sheepstation Creek

to restore our creeks and
wetlands, creating healthier
habitats for both people and
wildlife,” she said.

“Burdekin Shire Council is
proud to be one of only three
Councils in Australia operat-
ing a Weedoo harvester,
made possible through the
support of the Reef Guardian
Councils Program.”

The acquisition of the weed
harvester was supported
through funding under the
Reef Guardian Councils Pro-
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gram, which partners with
local governments to deliv-
er projects that protect the
health of the Great Barrier
Reef. The harvester is an
efficient solution for the
removal of aquatic weeds
and will be actively used to
physically remove declared
aquatic weeds, which land-
holders can then repurpose
as mulch, contributing to a
more sustainable and effi-
cient management of local
waterways.

HER Indoors put on a perfor-
mance a few years ago, sub-
ject shirts.

Apparently, | have too many of
them. So, having ignored her
for a time, | did what | thought
was the right thing and in-
formed all members of the im-
mediate family that when it
came to Christmas, Birth and
Fathers Days that, if | couldn’t
eat it, drink it, read it, watch it
or listen to it, | either had it or
didn’t need it.

This worked for a time, and |
was submerged in booze and
chocolate, which led to an ex-
panding girth and the realisa-
tion that some of the shirts no
longer fitted and the influx then
began again.

Now, | have something of an
aversion to new clothes of any
description and much prefer
stuff that has been broken in
over a number of years. Appar-
ently, 1 am still wearing T-
Shirts that | had before we

(By Uncle Cyril)

moved to Hong Kong over 30 years ago and |
recently had to ditch a Sydney Olympic T-
shirt.

A couple of weeks ago, | did a stocktake in
the shirt department and found that | had,
give or take, 125 of the buggers, of which 56
were T-shirts, 15 were long sleeve T-shirts
and 43 polo shirts.

Some of the T-shirts are souvenirs of over-
seas trips to obscure places, for example,
Bhutan, Tibet, Laos, Ecuador, Newfoundland,
but most of them are reasonably plain, as |
refuse to wear a shirt with a company logo.

In actual fact, my all-time favourite T-shirt was
the “No Wuckin Furries” gem that Mackay
Wanderers Soccer Club manufactured well
over 45 years ago. | wonder what happened
to that?

Sporting shirts tend to loom large in the inven-
tory. | have at least a dozen assorted Burde-
kin Soccer / Football / Panthers club or play-
ing shirts and probably half as many Nomads
cricket shirts and the Mates on Mountain

Bikes shirts account for one draw-
er. Quite a lot of these shirts have
been worn only once and some of
them not at all.

Breaking them in is a problem. If |
use too many of them, | will then
have to iron them. | have garden-
ing shirts, swimming shirts, fishing
shirts (and | do not go fishing any-
more) travel shirts (and because of
Covid, | hardly go travelling any
more). | have football shirts galore
and a burgeoning collection of
“Grumpy” shirts. | have cold cli-
mate shirts and hot climate shirts. |
have fancy shirts and decidedly un
-fancy shirts. | even have a “Queen
Mary 2, 2005 Transatlantic Cross-
ing” T shirt—my sister Boadicea
gets the blame for that one.
Anyway, this is becoming some-
thing of a problem. | am running
out of cupboard and hanging
space. Her Indoors has suggested,
or quite possibly threatened, that
Vinnies, the Salvos and sundry
other opportunity shops could well
be inundated if | do not get sorted.



High School opens up new agricultural facilities

produce being developed in the area.
Students and teachers were joined by
representatives of various agricultural in-
dustries, as well as supply companies, as
they displayed their quality produce and
actually gave away some of those prod-
- ucts, including a large amount of aqua-
phonics lettuce grown in controlled condi-
. tions in their million-dollar building.
Local residents who took advantage of the
opportunity to inspect the new facility were
able to talk to students and teachers about
the new facilities and whether they were
inclined towards moving into the agricultur-
al industry after the provision of the learn-
ing facilities in their school back paddock.
The students also have the advantage of
assistance from local farmers, who give
their time and expertise towards helping
the younger generation towards deciding
on what their future could be.
"| During the open morning, the school pro-
" duced a large celebratory cake, with the
honour of cutting it going to the School’s
captains, Grace Ogomeni and Grayson
Potter-Geitz and Burdekin Shire Mayor,

THE Burdekin community took advantage
of the opportunity recently to inspect the
Home Hill High School’s new Agricultural
Precinct, when the development was
opened up for the community to inspect the
new buildings and to see the quality of the

Cutting the cake at the unveiling of the High
School’s new Agricultural Precinct were school
captains, Grayson Potter-Geitz and Grace
Ogomeni and Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort

) ;,

Students learning about agriculture at the High School were (from left) Graham Harmsworth,

Leonard Howard, Luke Fisher and Ethan Hanlon
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in amongst the high school’s crop of cucumbers

Agricultural teacher Louise Nicholas (left) and TAFE At-School Co-Ordinator, Julie Black

Pierina Dalle Cort.

Those people who visited
the school also had the
opportunity to sample some
of the school’s locally-grown
products, with students
serving the vegetables in
various forms during the
morning tea.

RIGHT—What to do and
where to go—the sign said it
all

S’}"P/y 2
200(fyin,
Sman Farm ’ig

Aglantis Extension officer, Kaylaha Malaponte with
Managing Director, Luke Malan

Picking and packing lettuce to be proud of were stu-
dents (from left) Judas Burr, Alexander Savin and Zoe
Bonanno

Serving the school’s produce at morning tea were (from
left) Shaveece Campbell, Shaheela Campbell and Mary
-Anne Hinde



NORTH Queensland’s punters were
treated to a big day of racing on the
Home Hill track on Tuesday, August
26, as owners and trainers from
throughout Queensland provided ex-
cellent support for the Burdekin Race
Club’s only TAB meeting for the year.
With eight races on the program, rang-
ing in length from 1000 metres to 1830
metres, there were excellent nomina-
tions for all events and three jockeys
dominated the program — Justin Hux-
table winning four of the first five races,
Adam Sewell winning two of the last
three races as well as gaining a sec-
ond and three thirds, while Jackson
Murphy also won two races as well as
scoring two seconds and one third.

Of the many trainers who supported

the Home Hill meeting, the most suc-
cessful were Tom Button of Bowen
and Joanna Hassett of Townsville,
who each saddled up two winners
from the program.

The usual Home Hill race day crowd

was well down in numbers because of |

the mid-week meeting, but those who
did attend were treated to some close
racing — apart from the first two races,
where the Clinton Taylor (Berserker,
Rockhampton) trained Don’t Touch, in
his first race, shot away to an eight-
length win in race one while, in the
second event, Pro Forma also record-
ed an easy four-length victory for
trainer Tom Button of Bowen.

Both horses were ridden by visiting
jockey, Justin Huxtable.

Py .

Justin Huxtable returns to the saddling enclosure on one of his four

.,
LDy,

winning rides at Home Hill last Tuesday, Primo, in the Class 3 Plate

over 1830 metres

Results of the day’s racing were —

Race 1 - QTIS Maiden Plate, 1000
metres: 6 Don't Touch (Justin
Huxtable) 1, 5 Breeches (Jackson
Murphy) 2, 3 The General Talks
(Adam Sewell) 3. Race 2 - Class 2
Handicap 1000 metres: 1 Pro

LIESSMANN & SONS

HOME HILL
PHONE 4782 1612

* PLUMBING & GASFITTING

 CEMENT - PAINT
* GARDENING SUPPLIES - TIMBER

LP GAS

1 Fourth Street
Email: liessmann@bigpond.com

50 Years in Business!

Commercial Gases
Supplied & Delivered

Forma (Justin Huxtable) 1, 7
Framed It (Wanderson D’Avila) 2,
Melo Melo Karva (Adam Sewell) 3.
Race 3 — BM70 Handicap 1000
metres: 6 Dealing’s Done (Jackson
Murphy) 1, 7 Midas Star (Ivo Fry) 2,
8 No Love Lost (Adam Sewell) 3.

Race 4 - Class 3 Plate 1830 me-
tres: 6 Primo (Justin Huxtable) 1, 5
Odegaard (Ms McKenzie Apel) 2, 1
King’s Castle (Wanderson D'Avila)

Dealing’s Done (Jackson Murphy)
of Midas Star (lvo Fry) and No Love Lost (Adam Sewell) in the
BM70 Handicap over 1000 metres

3. Race 5 - Burdekin Race Club 0 —
55 Handicap 1180 metres: 3 Madam
Borodina (Justin Huxtable) 1, 6
Torera (Jackson Murphy) 2, 1 Elleves
(Graham Kliese) 3. Race 6 — Sweet-
est Town 0 - 55 Handicap 1180
metres: 4 Prideofthebigfish (Adam
Sewell) 1, 10 Fireupzous (Ms Sa-
mantha Pointon) 2, 6 Madame Moth
(Jackson Murphy) 3. Race 7 - BM55
Handicap 1460 metres: 2 Joe’s
Giggle (Jackson Murphy) 1, 10 Look
At Rosa (Adam Sewell) 2, 5 Sir
Maximus (Ivo Fry) 3. Race 8 — Open
Handicap 1460 metres: 5 The Driller
(Adam Sewell) 1, 7 John Joseph (Ms
McKenzie Apel) 2, 10 Vivenzo
(Nathan Thomas) 3.

passes the winning post ahead

HOME
HILL
NEWS
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Rates

(Current advertising rates)
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Quarter Page
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Wanderers team returns to Home Hill on country to

THE Home Hill Cricket Club
has again hosted the Wander-
ers Cricket Club from Brisbane
as they made their three-
yearly visit to the town for a
game against a local Il as part
of what is an annual country
tour of Queensland.

The Wanderers contingent this
year was described as “small’,
with only 20 on board including
supporters.

However, they had also im-
ported some guest players
throughout the tour to
strengthen the team in each
town that they visited. That
included Bowen cricketer, Lee
Watts (who had played in the
Home Hill competition previ-
ously and joined the visitors for
the local game) who was wel-
comed to the crease to bat
with a guard of honour provid-
ed by the Home Hill players as
a memorial to the death of his
mother earlier in the week.

All of the visiting players used
their time while in town to as-
sist with upskilling of junior
cricketers during pre-game
sessions.

As part of those sessions, the
Wanderers players offered
intro-to-cricket drills, as well as
catering for advanced young
cricketers with net sessions
and more in-depth coaching
advice.

A highlight of the local visit

was the inclusion of ex-
Queensland and Australian
fast bowler, Geoff Dymock
with the team to help with
coaching, although he did not
play here.

Games that were played on
the “North Queensland Coun-
try Tour’, leading into the
game on the Barry Richards
Field in Home Hill were in
Yeppoon, Mackay, Proserpine
and Bowen.

The Home Hill team com-
prised Dan Olditch (captain),
Greg Flanagan, Thomas Car-
dillo, Leo Olditch,
Stillhard, Jo Wilkins, Alex
Romeo, Darcy Walters, Brad
Parravicini, Jack Gimson and
Aiden Marano (wicketkeeper).
In the Home Hill game, the
Wanderers QId Club Inc won
the toss and elected to bat
first, scoring eight for 212-8 off
their 40 overs. J Turner was
the top scorer with 105
(retired).

Wicket takers for Home Hill
were Cardillo with 2 and
Flanagan, Parravicini and
Gimson 1 each while there
were three run outs.

In reply, Home Hill reached
180 off 38.1 overs, with top
scorers being Walters 35,
Greg Flanagan 34 and Aiden
Marano 31.

The game resulted in a win to
Wanderers by 32 runs.

Home Hill players formed a guard of honour for Bowen Batsman, Lee Watts when

ur

A

he came out to bat for the Wanderers after his mother had passed away earlier in

the week.

Alex

HOME HILL

L LEFT—Captain of the

Wanderers team,

. Brad Murphy (left)

with former Quee

'/ who was accomp

country tour

ns-

land and Australian
player, Geoff Dymock

any-

ing the team on the

Home Hill fast bowler, Alex Stillhard in action against the Wanderers batsmen in the

Barry Richards Field turf wicket
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Burdekin Region Mills

Crushing Figures for Week 8

Cane crushed— In final week  Season total
Invicta 144,724 1,688,278
Pioneer 70,618 844,108
Kalamia 82,378 898,231
Inkerman 91,299 908,644
Burdekin 389,019 4,339,261
CCs

Invicta 15.32 13.96
Pioneer 15.16 13.88
Kalamia 14.70 13.69
Inkerman 14.89 13.90
Burdekin 15.06 13.87

Comments —

For week 11, ending Auqust 16, 2025
The Burdekin mills processed just shy of 400,000 tonnes for the week
— the highest weekly throughput for the season to date. It brings the
season total to 3.58M tonnes, which is just ahead of the budgeted total
of 3.56M tonnes. Pioneer and Inkerman mills both recorded their
highest weekly throughput for the season. The only major stops for the
week were an eight-hour stop at Kalamia to repair a turbine steam
leak and a 12-hour cleaning intermission at Invicta. CCS increased
again from last week, but was still just below budget. The highest CCS
recorded for the week was 18.5 from a rake of Q240 plant in the
Mulgrave productivity district.

For week 12, ending August 23, 2025
Throughput for the week was just over 370,000 tonnes. This brings the
total for the season to date to 3.95M tonnes, which is just ahead of the
budgeted total of 3.93M tonnes. Pioneer lost nearly eight hours in total
with an injection water pump issue. Rate slowed towards the end of
the week as the factory headed towards a clean. Both Inkerman and
Kalamia mills had cleans last week with Inkerman also losing about six
hours after a collapsed roller on a bagasse conveyor started a small
fire. Invicta B side also had a clean which had to be extended by 12
hours to carry out repairs on Boiler 3. CCS increased again from last
week to be just above budget. The highest CCS recorded for the week
was 18.3 from a rake of Q240 plant in the Mulgrave productivity dis-
trict.

For week 13, ending Auqust 30, 2025
Throughput for the week was just under 390,000 tonnes which
is above budget. This brings the total for the season to date to
4.34M tonnes, which is ahead of the budgeted 4.29M tonnes
for this stage of the season. Major stops were at Pioneer,
where a 14-hour cleaning intermission was extended to 21
hours to carry out essential boiler maintenance and Invicta,
which had a 12-hour cleaning intermission. Inkerman recorded
its highest weekly throughput for the season to date of 91,299
tonnes. CCS increased again from last week and at 15.08 is
above budget. The highest CCS recorded for the week was
18.5 from two rakes of Q240 1R supplied from the Stockham
Rd and Leichardt productivity districts.

Parents and carers are asked to remind children to stay away
from the cane railway network. Members of the public are
urged to report any suspicious activity around our cane rail line

to the police.

John Tait, . W
Cane Supply Manager, W I I m a r
Burdekin Sugar and Renewables

Direct from Dale

Dale LAST wp

MEMBER FOR BURDEKIN

Parliament Update

RECENT weeks have seen Estimates
Hearings taking place at Parliament,
an essential part of the budget pro-
cess. Estimates Hearings allow for a
full examination of the budget with bi-
partisan committees given the oppor-
tunity to ask questions of Ministers and
senior Public Servants.

For the first time, | was answering
questions rather than asking them. It
was a great opportunity to provide
more information on important parts of
the budget, including our push to in-
spire the next generation of women to
take up a trade or technical roles.

The manufacturing sector produces
everything from pastries to car parts
and delivers almost $27 Billion to the
Queensland economy each vyear.
Building a resilient local manufacturing
sector means improving skills and
providing good jobs for Queenslanders
today and into the future.

Ensuring support for DV victims

A REVIEW of DVConnect, a support
line for victims of domestic violence,
revealed that less than half of all calls
to the service were answered in Octo-
ber 2024. While work undertaken
since then means that 93 per cent of
calls during peak times are now an-
swered, there is more to do.

The new state government committed
to doubling the capacity of DVConnect
by opening a new call centre in North
Queensland and that centre is on track
to open in July 2026.

The government is working and will
continue to work, with organisations
like DVConnect to support victims and
to hold perpetrators to account.

Helping our kids to stay active and
our clubs grow

APPLICATIONS are now open for
Play On! Sports Vouchers, which are a
great opportunity for families and for

sporting clubs.

For families, the program means $200
vouchers for children aged between 5
and 17 to participate in an eligible sport
or activity. For clubs, it's a great way to
grow membership and to make partici-
pation easier to afford. The Play On!
Sports vouchers have been a hit with
families in the past; however, the for-
mer government hadn’t provided long-
term funding for the initiative.

From abseiling to gymnastics to
Zumba, the range of sports and activi-
ties that children can participate in is
almost endless, but only clubs that are
registered can accept the vouchers.
The $200 voucher can be used for
expenses like membership fees and
game fees and, for most clubs, apply-
ing will take just a few minutes.

To ensure ALL Queensland families
(and clubs) have an equal opportunity,
there is a dedicated allocation for
vouchers set aside for regional areas
and another allocation set aside for
children living with a disability.

We want as many people as possible
to take advantage of this opportunity
because we know that regularly partici-
pating in team sports or group activities
has been proven to build self-esteem
and provide a sense of belonging,
which both play a key part in helping
our kids to tackle challenges.

For more information, or to apply,
please visit https://www.qld.gov.au/
recreation/sports/funding/playon

Here to help
IF YOU or someone you know has an
issue that you need help with, please
remember, my job is to represent you. |
may not always be able to fix the prob-
lem, but rest assured | will always do
my best. If | can help, please call my
office on 4767 0500 or email burde-
kin@parliament.qld.gov.au .
Until next time, stay safe and well.
- DALE


https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/sports/funding/playon
https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/sports/funding/playon
mailto:burdekin@parliament.qld.gov.au
mailto:burdekin@parliament.qld.gov.au

Ul Liessmann comments. .

Chamber Annual General Meeting

ANOTHER year has gone in the life of the Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce. We held our AGM, which was well attended and guess
what, | ended up with the job of President. | don't know if this is
good or not so good, but | will give it my best shot with the help of
Robert Antoniazzi as Secretary and John Clarke as Treasurer. Many
thanks to David Jackson for his many years of President and in
keeping the chamber going. My aim is to keep the chamber going
for many more years, being the voice of Home Hill in the Burdekin
Shire and the long term goal is to work with the Ayr Chamber for a
better future.

Community Spirit Reflected in the Australian Flag

- IT IS heartening
to see the abun-
dance of Australi-
an flags proudly
displayed

- throughout  the
Home Hill area.
This show of

national pride is
deeply appreciat-
| ed, as flying the
= flag demonstrates
our care for the
country and a
clear sense of belonging. Personally, | have had the Australian flag
flying for many years, and it reflects our shared commitment and
values as a community.

Community Directional Sign in
Lloyd Mann Park /S
THE Chamber has installed a g

prominent yellow street sign in
Lloyd Mann Park, designed to
guide visitors toward various
points of interest in town. This
initiative received positive recog- @
niton from the Council's CEO,
who sent an email expressing &
appreciation for the Chamber's
efforts. This feedback marks a -
notable shift from the previous
Council, which had opposed the
sign on the grounds that it would
detract from the park's aesthetics.

Road Safety and Community Initiatives—

LINE marking on country roads (This is for the complaint depart-
ment, whoever or whatever that is). Driving along the country roads
of the Burdekin Shire at night presents significant challenges, espe-
cially given the lack of line marking and few streetlights. Over the

Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce President, Uli Liessmann
reports on local issues of
interest in the Home Hill district

years, | have repeatedly suggested the introduction of line marking
as a practical safety measure for all drivers. Anticipating the usual
responses—concerns about cost, budgetary waiting periods, the
need for funding and feasibility studies, all leading to a predictable
“no”—I would like to remind everyone that a costing was done dur-
ing my time on the last council. If memory serves, the estimated
cost was around one hundred thousand dollars, give or take a dol-
lar. At that time, council officials insisted that external funding was
required, their favourite excuse for avoiding action. My question
remains: why not use some of the substantial reserves that the
council holds, which are currently generating considerable interest,
to address this need? | recognise the argument that councils must
maintain large reserves, yet it is worth noting that most councils in
Queensland operate without any significant reserves at all. On be-
half of all Burdekin Road users, | am urging the council to prioritise
this safety initiative and proceed with line marking—without resort-
ing to the excuse that external funding is required.

Community Engagement and De-Stressing Initiative

IF YOU have noticed the new sign in front of our shop, you'll know
it's there to promote stress relief within our community. Interest in
joining this international brotherhood has been remarkable, with
membership nearly at full capacity for the year. Feedback has been
overwhelmingly positive and there are even reports that councillors
have inquired about joining. This enthusiasm gives hope that posi-
tive change is possible for us all.

"/ FA ¢ %
AND to finish . . .Take the time to inspect the excellent artwork on the
Eighth Street side of the Scout Den in Home Hill.

THESE are my opinions and views only. To contact me, please
phone (mobile) 0439 822 064
- ULI LIESSMANN




Memorial Hall venue for Seniors Luncheon

SENIORS from across the Burdekin region
have been invited to join together for a day of
connection, support and entertainment at the
much-loved Seniors Expo and Luncheon.

To be held at the Burdekin Memorial Hall on
Thursday, October 30 from 10.30am to
1.30pm, the Expo is regarded as an im-
portant annual event that celebrates and
supports local seniors.

“Our seniors play a vital role in shaping the

Burdekin community and this event is a won-
derful way to recognise their contributions,
while also providing practical support and in-
formation,” Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort said

“For just $15, guests will enjoy a roast lunch
with dessert, entertainment from MC Ricky
Romeo and the opportunity to connect with a
wide range of local organisations offering
health, finance and wellbeing advice.”
Stallholders at the Expo include Major Spon-

sor, Regis Aged Care, Ayr Health Service,
Burdekin Neighbourhood Centre, Burdekin
Community Association, Bendigo Bank (Ayr
and Home Hill), Everglow, McCathie's Fur-
niture Plus and more.

Tickets can be pre-purchased via the Bur-
dekin Theatre website or by phoning 4783
9880. With limited places available, seniors
have been encouraged to book early to
avoid disappointment.

igloos and gun emplacement still in place.

tennis.com.au/homehilltennis

9am. The Club is also available for hire.

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district

170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community Association Inc. invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft
forms at the Ashworths Rock Shop complex each day from 10am to 5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9.30am to 1pm Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in
the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.
Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;

Charlie’s Hill World War Il site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill — former radar station during the second world war—Old

Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club (phone 0467 566 448) — amongst the cane fields on lona Road; or
Home Hill Tennis (0447 384 441) offers Monday night tennis fixtures @ 7pm and Friday social tennis @ 8am; Pickleball Tuesday night
@ 7pm. Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon. (Email: homehilltennis@gmail.com; Facebook: Home Hill Tennis; To book a court: play.

Home Hill Community Sports Club Inc. (0468 313 115) offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open
bar. Things to do at the Club—MONDAY: Low Impact Classes at 9am; TUESDAY: Trimmers at 9am; WEDNESDAY: Arts and Crafts at

Burdekin Friendship Club—Fortnightly, on Mondays from 9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr Fourteenth Street
and Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $7 per person. Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided. Phone Esme 4782 1766.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Friends and Neighbours Craft Group—meets every Wednesday, 9am to 11.30am at Home Hill Community Sports Club,
Ninth Avenue, Home Hill for general craft activities and cooking tips. Cost $3 with morning tea. Phone 0427 804 129 for more information
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.
Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. The
Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.

Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first three Saturday nights of each month;
Pioneer Avenue Plaques — learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the plaques
situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill's main street
Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth
Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in.
The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.

Comments on our town or services would be appreciated. Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com




