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The Christmas spirit prevalls

THE spirit of Christmas was alive in the
Home Hill community in the festive period
prior to Christmas Day when numerous resi-
dents ensured there were plenty of decora-

tions and lights on display.

The festive display ensured the judges of the
Residential Christmas Decoration Awards
had a difficult task in selecting the trophy

winners.

The overall prize went to previous winners in
2023, Jim and Meg Johnson whose display ~ ©

Continued on page 3— MM [l
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Home Hill Chamber of Commerce Presi-
dent, Uli Liesssmann (right) presented the
Residential Christmas Decoration Award to
Tenth Avenue resident, Jim Johnson

Home Hill shines in Aussie Day awards

MEMBERS of the Home Hill com-
munity have excelled at the annu-
al Burdekin Shire Australia Day
celebrations, with several being
recognised with awards amongst
the presentations for the remark-
able achievements and contribu-
tions of individuals and groups
across this community.

The Burdekin celebrations were
also joined by 2026 Australia Day
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“Citizen

Burdekin Shire Young Citizen of the Year and
former Home Hill High School student leader,
Grace Ogomeni, who will study medicine at James

Cook University

Ambassador, Arthur Seekee, a
respected Torres Strait historian,
museum operator and community
advocate who now resides on
Horn Island, where he and his
wife, Vanessa, operate the
Torres Strait Heritage Museum.
Together, they have dedicated
decades to researching, preserv-
ing and sharing the significant
role that Horn Island played in

Club

Burdekin Shire Volunteer of the Year, Trevor
Elton who was recognised for his leadership role
in resurrecting the Home Hill Community Sports

defending Australia during World
War Il and their commitment has
contributed to the preservation of
numerous historic World War ||
sites on Horn Island.

All nominees for the 2026 Burde-
kin Australia Day Awards were
Andrew Ballin; Christiana Bugeja;
the Burdekin Catholic High
School’'s 2025 Leaders: Piper
Grogan, Harrison Lammon, Nicho-

las Pengelly and Drea Piotto;
Cecillia Cason; Anthony Drage;
Dolores Droguet; Trevor Elton;
Debra Ferraris; Flexi QLD; Robyn
Hewson; Home Hill State High
School; Larry Hudson; Susan
Jerkic; Jade Kelly; Yvette Kelly;
Kellie Lawry; Frank Nucifora
(Snr); Louise Nicholas; Grace
Ogomeni; Sam Perina; Maryann
Continued on Page 4—

John Power was recognised twice, as the Bur-
dekin Shire Volunteer of the Year Achievement
Award winner and as a Lifetime Service Gold

Award winner



HOW much is too much? When it comes
to rain, people throughout the district
were praying for it before Christmas,
following the end of the crushing season.
Come Christmas Day, down it came and
unfortunately, it did not know when to
stop—by the first weeks of January, it
was still with us and still keeping every-
thing green. That made it difficult for
property owners in the town area, where
the gift from above meant the grass grew
even faster that it would with a sprinkler
operating a couple of days each week.
Nobody could complain about the Coun-
cil's drainage system as the run-off
cleared the kerbing and channelling—but
using the mower was difficult when there
was water ponding across lawns and
gardens. Council mowing contractors
would have also had difficulties keeping
the grass down, with water laying around
the gullies in and around the town. Our
Canegrowers would also have been
happy with the continual rainfall, as they
avoided expensive energy bills for some
time and they also did their bit by mowing
around the roads servicing their proper-
ties. Residents of the district—unless
they are newly arrived—do not need a
reminder that this is just the start to the
wet season and the Council has urged
everyone to ‘remain vigilant and pre-
pared”. That means checking emergency
plans, ensuring households are ready
and staying informed through official
channels. The Burdekin Disaster Dash-
board—disaster.burdekin.qgld.gov.au—is
the go-to resource for official updates,
road closures and emergency alerts.

IT WAS pleasing to see what seemed to
be increased interest in the annual
Chamber of Commerce Christmas lights
competition at the end of last year, espe-
cially with the number of cars and buses
driving around the town at night to in-
spect the various displays in parts of the
town. There are still some dead parts
where lights and decorations would be
welcome, but those residents who en-
tered the festive spirit with their displays
are to be congratulated. This year’s win-
ners have gained the judges’ nod in the
past, but there is no doubt that they will
be pushed in the future by the displays

The finer points of Home Hill . .

THE presentations of the annual Australia Day
Awards in the Burdekin Shire at the end of
January has once again highlighted the differ-
ences in volunteering numbers between gener-
ations, as awardees were recognised for giving
up to six decades of their time freely to various
organisations—at the same time as many cur-
rent clubs are desperate for people to put their
hands up to provide assistance to keep their
services alive. Service Clubs will welcome new
faces to allow them to continue their generosity
to the community in the same way that the
State Emergency Service offers a helping hand
in heavy weather. The Home Hill SES (pictured

such as that offered by the Davenport family in
Fourth Street, whose effort was excellent. The
previous year's winners decided not to enter
this year, but it is to be hoped that they will be
back again in the future (especially by all those
who headed to Second Avenue to see their
non-existent display this year). The change to
the number of houses required in the Neigh-
bourhood Award brought more into it and re-
sulted in the group of homes in Eleventh Ave-
nue taking the prize away from Fourteenth
Avenue for the first time in many years.

WE end this month with sad news for us, as
we advise that The Home Hill News will no
longer be published after the March issue.
Unfortunately, age and health issues are mak-
ing it difficult to continue to bring the publica-
tion to the community any longer—and that is
even after offers of assistance with the typing
of stories that | have received from people in
the community. | am grateful for all of those
offers but in my early days in the printing and
journalistic career, | was taught by my father,
Ralph Jackson, to sit at a Linotype (in the old
hot metal days) and type the stories straight
into the machine and edit them at the same
time—a lot of time saved. However it is now
difficult to get out of the habit of just typing

below) was once filled with activity during
continual heavy weather, as was experienced
earlier this month—but apart from a welcome
truck load of sand and the necessities to self-
fill sand bags, there was no-one about. From
the amount of sand that disappeared from the
heap, it was welcomed by local residents in
need. Such help cannot happen without volun-
teers and the SES would probably welcome
more helpers, just like any other organisation
in the town. Any local residents with a bit of
time to spare should give serious considera-
tion to offering to volunteer their services
where it will assist our community.

stories directly into a page format. It would
be great if we could find someone with the
writing and production qualifications to
“volunteer” to take over the monthly task of
producing the newsletter under the Chamber
of Commerce name, for the benefit of the
Home Hill community. Following in the foot-
steps of the Founder of The Home Hill Ob-
server, Tom Jackson, | volunteered to start
production of the news in April 2015, after
News Corp closed all their regional newspa-
pers in Queensland, which subsequently
resulted in Home Hill being ignored when it
came to our town’s news that people wanted
to read. Home Hill is still ignored, with a clas-
sic instance being the town’s tennis prodigy,
Adam Walton, being claimed as “from Bris-
bane” in southern media. Much to the con-
sternation of the Shire Mayors over the past
10 years or more, we have tried to highlight
the needs of our community as well as pro-
ducing the news of the district that has been
ignored by other media. Hopefully, after the
March issue hits the streets, the Chamber of
Commerce will be able to find a way to con-
tinue to highlight the needs of the Home Hill
community to all levels of government.

DAVID JACKSON OAM




Christmas winners

Continued from Page 1—
“outshone” all others, although there
were new entrants who could be
pushing the winners in future years if
they maintain their momentum.

For the first time in many years, the
Neighbourhood Award, which was
changed this year to four homes in
the one block, was won by entrants
outside of Fourteenth Avenue, with
four homes in Eleventh Avenue be-
tween Sixteenth and Seventh Streets

being successful in taking the prize.  cheryl Phillips, Ruth Stockdale, Sandra and Tom Plant and John Power

Home Hill Chamber of Commerce executive member, Erin Brennan (centre)
Christmas Decoration Award to the winning combination of Eleventh Avenue neighbours (from left) Graham and

presented the Neighbourhood

_Scouts “Thank You” for assistance
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THE Lower Burdekin Scout Group event”, Scout Group leader, Chris
has offered “a Big Thank You"to  Berkery said they could not have
all members of the community done it without the support of
who assisted with the organisation many people and local organisa-
of a free Christmas Eve mealat  tions.

the Home Hill Bowls Club, that “We would like to give them all a
was provided “for the lonely or big cheer for their generosity and
homeless people in the Burdekin  support,” he commented.
community”. Mr Berkery said the first of the
Describing the venue as “a great  many tasks was to set up the
facility for hosting any type of tables with all the Christmas trim-

mings and then lay out the plates,
knives and forks before the guests
arrived and while some of the food
was being cooked by the young
Scouts.

“The Uniting Church, along with
the Scouts, had lots of their mem-
bers helping to serve up the food
and leading the Christmas Car-
ols,” he said.

“All up, there were approximately

with Christmas meal
Wl (517

36 people (guests and helpers)
who enjoyed the dinner, friendship
and the singing.”

The free Christmas Eve meal was
the first time the Scouts had or-
ganised the Christmas Eve dinner,
with the experience and the mag-
nificent support of the community
“has laid the groundwork for a
bigger and better event in Decem-
ber, 2026,” Mr Berkery said.

Enjoy these coming race days in

An enjoyable day out under the big trees at
the Home Hill Race Track, as the Burdekin
Race Club features these coming events —

Future meetings:

Saturday, February 14, 2026

Saturday, April 18, 2026

Saturday, May 16, 2026 (Growers Race Day)
Saturday, June 27, 2026

A large program of local races,

plus southern events—and with

local bookmakers on course, a

full bar and an excellent range
of food options available

Home Hill




Home Hill shines in Aussie Day awards

Continued from Page 1—
Petersen; Cheryl Platt;
Grayson Potter-Geitz; Luke
Potter-Geitz; Osborne
State School; John Power;
Karin Thorburn; Cruz
Torkington and Briella
Wassmuth.

The major award, the 2026
Citizen of the Year, was
presented to Ayr business-
man, Frank Nucifora,
whose extraordinary dedi-
cation to the Burdekin
spans more than six dec-
ades.

After migrating from Sicily

Senior Cultural Achievement
Award winner, Cheryl Platt,
who was recognised for her
service to many organisations,
including the Home Hill Choral
Society

F

in the 1950's, Frank helped build
several long-standing local busi-
nesses, while becoming a highly
respected and valued member
of the community.

As a valued parishioner, Mr
Nucifora has spent decades
supporting his church through
hands-on help at events, barbe-
cues and community activities,
while for 60 years, he has been
a committed member of the
Rotary Club of Ayr, where he
has served in various roles and
other charitable activities.

He has played an instrumental
role in other major Rotary pro-
jects and international humani-
tarian initiatives and remains
one of Rotary’s most active and
generous volunteers.

At 86 years of age, Frank contin-
ues to attend work daily and his
leadership, generosity and quiet
strength have left an enduring
legacy across Rotary and the

© wider Burdekin community,

where he embodies the true
spirit of service and perfectly
represents what it means to be
the Citizen of the Year

The 2026 Young Citizen of the
Year was awarded to former
Home Hill High School leader,
Grace Ogomeni for her out-
standing achievements in aca-
demics, sport, cultural contribu-
tions and community service and
as an exceptional young leader,

her contributions exemplify
the highest standards of
dedication and character.
Grace served as School
and House Captain in 2025,
represented on the Student
Council and achieved ex-
ceptional academic results
including a Level One Aca-
demic Award and Dux of
Accounting, Biology, Chem-
istry and Business Studies.
She has excelled in sport,
earning the Lloyd Mann
Memorial Sportswoman of
the Year, the Female Senior
Sportsperson of the Year
and the Burdekin Second-
ary Schools Athletic Age
Champion titles.

She represented Burdekin
Netball at State Age, partici-
pated in North Queensland
State Netball Trials and was
selected to trial for PNG
Netball.

The 2026 Australia Day Am-
bassador, Arthur Seekee who
attended the presentations

i

Federal Member for Dawson, Andrew Willcox (left), Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort (centre) and State Member
for Burdekin, Dale Last (right) with Home Hill State High School representatives who accepted the Award
for the Community Event of the Year for the School’s Ag Precinct Community Open Day (from second
from left) Louise Nicholas (Agricultural Teacher), Kim Anderson (Agricultural Assistant), Michelle Musu-
meci (Administration Officer) and School Principal Sharon O'Neill

THE full list of 2026 award recipi-
ents is on page 10 of this edition

ABOVE-The
honour of cut-
ting the celebra-
tion cake went
to the Citizen of
the Year, Frank
Nucifora.

LEFT—Lifetime
Service Silver
Award winner,
Robyn Hewson
who was re-
warded for her
many years of
service to nu-
merous Burde-
kin organisa-
tions




Home Hill Police Beat |’

By Sergeant Sam Pyke,
Officer-In-Charge of
Home Hill Police Station

Crime

HOME HILL Police were busy during the December/
January period. As this is the holiday period, the focus
was on road trauma and enforcement.

Throughout December, 2025, the Home Hill Station con-
ducted 951 Random Beath Tests (RBT’s) in the division
with nine drink drivers now facing court for their efforts.
No doubt, it is a costly and inconvenient lesson learnt.

We also rounded up the year completing 190 roadside
drug tests conducted in 2025. A total of 34 of those tests
were positive—a concerning strike rate at 1:6 drivers
intercepted having a relevant drug present in their sys-
tem.

Drug Seizure

BURDEKIN officers attended an address on Third Ave-
nue, Home Hill at 8.40am on January 21, to execute a
search warrant. At the property, officers located and
seized approximately 1kg of methylamphetamines,
87grams of MDMA, approximately $93,000 in cash and

Wi

a firearm. A 40-year-old Home Hill man and 30-year-old
Ayr woman were taken into custody.

This seizure was a part of an ongoing drug operation in
the Burdekin led by officers at Home Hill Police Station,
Ayr Police Station and Ayr Criminal Investigation Branch.
The local operation focuses on the continual disruption of
drug networks in our community through proactive en-
forcement and intelligence gathering.

The quantity of drugs located is significant and one of the
largest seizures the Burdekin has seen in many years.
This seizure is attributed to good police work and the re-
lentless efforts made by the police in the Burdekin to dis-
rupt criminals in our community.

Police in the Burdekin remain relentless in holding drug
and serious offending to account by targeting those who
endanger our community through their actions.

Community

THE new year also saw Cyclone Koji cross the Queens-
land coast in the Home Hill Division on January 11, 2026.
It was pleasing to see the community being organised
and prepared for what could have been a significant dis-
aster.

We were thankful to have been spared the worst of the
wind and water.

During the event, police were operational 24/7 in Home
Hill to ensure community safety and were ready to re-
spond if required.

Notices
THE Home Hill Police Station counter hours are as fol-
lows—

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday—8.30am to
2.45pm. Closed Wednesday.
Closed for lunch from 12.30pm to 1pm.

Queensland Transport hours—
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday — 8.30am to 12noon



Protect your home and famlly from mosquitoes

THE Burdekin Shire Council has
issued a mosquito alert, urging
local residents to protect their
homes and families from the
dreaded insects.

In a media release, the council
has advised that the Burdekin
experiences high mosquito num-
bers year-round, especially in

warmer months, during which An example of Mosquito larvae

heavy rain, tides and irrigation can  ters;:
trigger mosquito eggs to hatch and . Remove containers and rubbish that
increasing populations. hold water;

Local residents have been advised
to -
* Clear leaves and debris from gut-

* Keep pools chlorinated; and
« Maintain rainwater tanks with fine
mesh screens.

As for protecting yourself, the
council advice is to -

* Apply insect repellent;

* Wear loose, light-coloured
clothing;

* Avoid dawn and dusk outdoors
| when mosquitoes are most ac-
tive; and

* Consider a barrier treatment by
a local pest controller.

“These simple steps help reduce
breeding and protect your family,” the
council has advised.

For more information, go to
www.burdekin.gld.gov.au or call the
Council on 4783 9800.

MY little mate Benny rang me the other
week to tell me that due to circumstances
beyond his control, he wouldn't be able to
play golf the next Sunday and would |
stand in for him.

| enquired after the circumstances and he
replied that his sister, last seen 20 years
ago, was coming to visit. | accepted this—
it's not a fool-proof reason, but fairly ade-
quate.

| asked him what the go was and found
out that it was an Ambrose competition;
that’s all right then, no matter how incom-
petent you are, you cannot go wrong with
an Ambrose. Indeed incompetence and a
high handicap are a positive advantage.
So | turned up at the appointed hour com-
plete with clubs, balls, hat and sunscreen .
.. oh yes and a stubby cooler.

It was 7.50am on a Sunday and | had had
some difficulty explaining to Her Indoors
why | would rather be on a golf course
surrounded by drunks, than be in bed with
her. Still a man’s gotta do etc.

Naturally enough, at the appointed tee-off
time of eight o’clock, we were two men
short. That at least was par for the course.
Ten minutes late, John and Kerry turned
up and so having paid over the huge sum
of $12 each, we made for the first tee.
Ours was the perfect team. Murray could
play and play well, so well in fact that he
occasionally hit the ball out of sight. The
other three of us were hopeless, so hope-
less in fact that you would ask yourself
why we had clubs in the first place.
Suffice to say that our handicaps were the
maximum 27, whilst Murray’s was a re-

(By Uncle Cyril)

spectable 6.

| am a great believer in getting in first so when
we reached the first tee, | selected my trusty 3
wood and without further ado slammed my ball
into the air from where it dropped onto the
centre of the fairway 200 metres away. | mut-
tered an expletive knowing instantaneously
that my day was ruined.

When you are as bad as | am, you know that
you are allocated only one decent shot a day
and | had now used that up. My golfing part-
ners found the shot hard to believe as well, so
| told them that I had “relaxed” before starting
out that morning.

Disconsolately, | got John to twist the top off
the first one of the day — I've got soft hands —
and before very long, we’d holed out only one
over.

Fortunately the booze cart turned up on the
second tee, womaned by John’s wife and a
blonde lady with very nice things and as the
morning drew on, the rest of the round be-
came somewhat hazy.

Probably because the Booze cart visited us on
a regular basis and breakfast-less, the cumu-
lative effects soon clicked in.

Some of our group had switched to the house
white, about the fifth hole, purely on economic
grounds, as it was $1 a glass as opposed to
stubbies at $2.50. Because of this, they start-
ed to come to grief a little earlier and by the
time we got to the ninth hole, the last of the

day, Murray’s performance had also started to
tail off and we struggled for par. In all con-
science, the performance of the rest of us could-
n't have got any worse, although the truth that
alcohol causes relaxation was in evidence.
Back in the clubhouse, | added up our score,
decided that we weren’t going to win and ad-
journed to the bar.

We were one of the first groups out and conse-
quently had finished by 11am. This meant a wait
in the bar of at least two hours while the rest of
the teams holed out and we could pick up our
prize and go home. Bugger!

So to while away the time, we had morning tea
and a couple of beers and then a couple more
beers and it was time for lunch which, of course,
had to be washed down with a couple of beers.
By this time, we had moved outside to sit in the
shade where there was a nice breeze and
where, if we fell off our chairs, the ground was
softer than the concrete in the bar!

By now it was well after 1pm and as a number of
teams were still staggering around the course, it
looked as if the closing ceremony might be later
rather than sooner.

| was also having trouble staying awake and on
my seat, so | made an executive decision and
got Murray’s wife to drive me home, in my car.
This meant that my wife had to drive Fiona back
and then return home. A simple manoeuvre you
would have thought! Just try explaining it to
someone stone cold sober when your mouth is
full of someone else’s teeth.

Anyway, by the time all of this was sorted out, |
was asleep in a darkened room and didn’t sur-
face until it was time for work on Monday.
Where | found out we had won a prize—a six
pack, naturally.



Unique new business opens in Home Hill

A UNIQUE new business has
opened up in the Home Hill Central
Business District, providing an op-
portunity for local residents to walk
in and inspect the range of Austral-
ian reptiles that owner, Chris Hud-
son has on display, while also al-
lowing licensed personnel to pur-
chase food requirements.

Mr Hudson has been a resident of
Home Hill for about six years and
in recent months, he has operated
his business, Huds Reptiles &
Food, from a premises in Seventh
Street, which he felt was away
from normal street traffic.
However, he decided recently to
move the business to a more
prominent position on the western
side of Eighth Avenue, in premises
previously occupied until several
years ago by Gudgie’s Sports
Store, to get local residents more
interested in reptiles.

Chris Hudson first developed an
interest in reptiles about 12 years
ago, when he decided to get in-
volved after talking with a mate.
He pointed out that he is not a

snake catcher, for which he would
have to be licensed, but he does
have the necessary licence to
keep the reptiles and food that he
has on the premises.

He said he had a reasonable stock
of various types of snakes, includ-
ing carpet pythons and children’s
pythons, as well as other reptiles,
such as bearded dragons, turtles,
blue-tongue lizards and smaller
tree skints, while he can also order
in other requirements for custom-
ers.

He also stocks other requirements,
including food and enclosures,
with door-to-door delivery to cus-
tomers in the area from Proserpine
to Cairns.

Since he opened the doors of his
new premises, Mr Hudson said he
had attracted a lot of interested
people who were just looking at
what he had in stock, but people
needed to be licensed to buy the
reptiles.

Huds Reptiles is open from 8am to
5pm on week days and from 8am
to 1pm on Saturdays.

AS the Burdekin Artisan Community Association Inc. prepares for the new
year ahead of them, they are also putting together a busy program of
activities for the benefit of the Burdekin community.

That program will commence with the resumption of art classes on Satur-
day, March 7 from 9am to 2pm at their Art Space at 170 Arts on the Ave-

nue in Home Hill.

Their monthly Car Boot Sales will also recommence on Saturday, March
14 under the shady trees in front of Ashworths Rock Shop from 8am to 12

noon.

Association leaders, Sandi and Desley are also in the process of organis-

ing sewing classes for anyone interested.

All enquiries with regard to participation in any of the activities at the Art

Space should be directed to 0427 821 065 or 0497 356 355.

The site of the Burde-
kin Artisans markets
under the shady trees

Chris Hudson at the entrance to his new reptile shop in
Eighth Avenue, Home Hill

One of the snakes on display in Home Hill's newest
business, Huds Reptiles & Food on the western side of
Eighth Avenue

Art Space

e _

The site of the Burdekin Artisans’ markets in front of Ashworths Rock



Racing returns to Home H|IIon February 14

RACING returns to the Burdekin Race
Club on Saturday, February 14, with a
five-event program planned for the
afternoon.

Following the recent heavy rain from
December into January, club volun-
teers have been busy preparing the
grounds for the new year of racing,
although they are hopeful that any
further rain will stay away to allow the
meeting to proceed.

Being allocated a race meeting in
January and February has not been
popular with Race Club members in
the past because of the high possibil-
ity of wet weather forcing the cancella-
tion of the race meeting.

Club leaders, Ricky and Leanne
Gudge are away from the district at

the present time with both incapacitat-
ed with health issues.

The February meeting follows on to
the successful Derby Day program,
which drew a large crowd to the Home
Hill track on Saturday, December 1.
That meeting is also known locally as
“Scotty’s Memorial Derby Day’, in
memory of Justin Scott, who lost his
life in a tragic boating accident.

Races set down for the February 14
program include the Open Plate over
1180 metres; Benchmark 55 Handicap
over 1460 metres; Benchmark 55
Handicap over 1180 metres; Class B
Handicap over 1000 metres; and a
Maiden Plate (two-year-olds and up-
wards with set weights over 1180 me-
tres.

Race Club members, Jim Olsen and Gavin Neale at a recent
working bee to prepare the grounds for the first race meeting of
the year on Saturday, February 14

LIESSMANN & SONS

HOME HILL
PHONE 4782 1612

* PLUMBING & GASFITTING

* CEMENT -« PAINT
* GARDENING SUPPLIES - TIMBER

LP GAS

1 Fourth Street
Email: liessmann@bigpond.com

50 Years in Business!

Commercial Gases
Supplied & Delivered

Burdekin Race club stalwart, Ron Scott ensures the Burdekin
Race Club grounds are ready for the February 14 race meeting
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NEW Home Hill Chamber of Com-
merce President, Uli Liessmann
(pictured right) has answered a call
from the Burdekin Shire Council to

“come up with a major project for |

Home Hill” and after some thought he
did, putting forward a proposal to
develop the area on the western side
of the Home Hill township, around
Gardner's Lagoon (pictured right) that

was popular as a swimming spot in

the 1990’s.
That area was frequented by town

residents at that time when the lagoon £
was regularly full of water and home-
made canoes were popular by young f

users of Gardner's Lagoon, which is
the local name given to the area
bounded by Sixth Street, Tenth Street

and the rear of residences located in &=

Third Avenue in Home Hill (in the
vicinity of the Home Hill water tower).
In his proposal, Mr Liessmann said
Gardner's Lagoon referred to the fact
that, prior to development in the sur-
rounding area, water often covered
large parts of the area, especially
during the wet season.

“Today, water still gathers in the area
during rainfall events and the area
has previously played a role in the
flow of water into Home Hill during
flooding events.”

Mr Liessmann said the purpose of his
document was to highlight potential
benefits of the project, the feasibility
of individual suggestions and the
overall project, which would best be
determined by the creation of a Mas-
ter Plan based on community input as
to the potential uses and considera-
tion of possible positive impacts on
tourism, namely short stay tourism
and the potential to increase visitor
nights.

He said the objective of his document
was to propose focused recommenda-
tions for transforming Gardner's La-
goon into a public park featuring a
seasonal lagoon that serves local
residents and visitors of all ages.

He requested that, in the upcoming
budget, Council allocate sufficient
funding to begin the process of devel-
oping a comprehensive plan for Gard-
ner's Lagoon including community
consultation to frame a Master Plan.
“By undertaking community consulta-
tion as the primary step, the following

opportunities are realised,” he said.
“Meaningful community engage-
ment can assist with identifying and
prioritising aspects that will ensure
community support:

“Identifying the needs of, and bene-
fits to, diverse groups within the
community;

“Identification of infrastructure and
amenities required to ensure the
precinct reflects the spirit and iden-
tity of Home Hill, while fostering a
sense of ownership and pride
among locals to ensure use.”

Mr Liessmann said that, based on
initial, albeit limited, discussions
with residents of Home Hill, the
following potential advantages have
been identified -

Mitigation of local flooding in sur-
rounding areas and, more widely,
the western side of Home Hill;

The development of a recreation
area similar to Plantation Park in
Ayr,

Mid-term development of tourism
infrastructure.

Although previously stated, he said
it was essential that these potential
advantages are informed and pos-
sibly added to, by meaningful com-
munity consultation.

For the purpose of allowing Coun-
cillors to better understand the
potential advantages, Mr
Liessmann provided an overview of
each of the three identified points
(above).

Mitigation of local flooding - Local
roads and residences are frequently
affected by localised flooding follow-
ing heavy rain. Previously, residents
have been advised that kerbing and
channelling to address this localised
flooding was cost prohibitive;
Excavation of the Gardner's Lagoon
site and minor works in nearby
streets could provide for the flow of
water from nearby streets to a con-
structed lagoon at a cost significantly
less than the installation of kerbing
and channelling into a formal storm-
water system. Whilst allowing for
water to pool in a lagoon for absorp-
tion into the soil or evaporation may
be seen as less than ideal, this is
similar to what currently occurs in
Plantation Park, where stormwater
joins the existing irrigation channel
and when the channel is unable to
carry sufficient flow, water pools in
areas of the park and is subsequently
absorbed or evaporated.

Recreation Area - Whilst the creation
of a lagoon would provide drainage
from the local area, appropriate exca-
vation could also create a recreation
area for locals and visitors alike.
Similar to the “Be Active” trails, ap-
propriate infrastructure would allow
for exercise and a gathering point.
Appropriate site works would provide
a safe area for exercise protected
from traffic, possibly at a lower cost,
than the construction of an extensive
network of footpaths. An off-leash

dog park could also be installed, similar
to that on Kennedy Street in Ayr.

By including low-cost infrastructure
including walkways around the site,
parking and access from both ends and
an amenities block, the creation of an
area for exercise could be achieved.
Playground equipment and sheltered
barbecues with tables and seating

| would create an area for locals and

visitors to gather in a similar way to

& what is seen at Plantation Park.
o Appropriate signage and extensive tree

planting would create an informative
oasis, while the installation of appropri-
ate measures to prevent vehicular ac-
cess would ensure safety.

Mid-term development of tourism infra-
structure -

Mr Liessmann said the majority of visi-

| tors to the Burdekin fell into two catego-

ries: visiting family or friends, or short-
term visitors while transiting to other
locations.

Because of this, the development of
tourism-focussed activities and facilities
is limited.

Over the medium term, the Gardner’s
Lagoon precinct could be expanded to
provide a tourism offering aimed to
extend stays or draw additional short-
term visitation.

Many tourists equate a visit to northern
Australia as an opportunity to catch a
famed barramundi and the Burdekin is
well-known as an area that is home to
aquifers, developed on flood irrigation
and supported by irrigation schemes.

He said the creation of Lake Fred Tritton
in Richmond was an example of tourism
based on water, including fishing.
“There is an opportunity, at Gardner's
Lagoon, to create a precinct that cele-
brates our abundant water that, built
effectively, could also serve as a
stocked impoundment, allowing locals
and visitors alike to fish,” he said.

“From a tourism point of view, the pre-
cinct's proximity to the Bruce Highway
and access via sealed roads would offer
a unique benefit for tourists transiting on
the Bruce Highway.”

Mr Liessmann said that while realising
this opportunity would require additional
works, it is important to consider the
need for such facilities to aftract travel-
lers into the Burdekin following the
development of a “bypass” of the high-
way.



Australia Day award winners

THE full list of 2026 award recipients were—

Citizen of the Year — Frank Nucifora

Young Citizen of the Year — Grace Ogomeni

Young Citizen of the Year — Achievement Award —
Grayson Potter-Geitz

Community Event of the Year — Home Hill State High
School — Ag Precinct Community Open Day

Volunteer of the Year — Trevor Elton

Volunteer of the Year — Achievement Award — John
Power

Junior Cultural Award — Cecillia Cason

Senior Cultural Award — Larry Hudson

Senior Cultural Achievement Award — Cheryl Platt
Junior Sportsperson of the Year — Luke Potter-Geitz
Senior Sportsperson of the Year — Karin Thorburn
Environment Award — Anthony Drage

Lifetime Service — Gold Award — Dolores Droguet, John
Power and Frank Nucifora

Lifetime Service — Silver Award — Robyn Hewson,
Maryann Petersen

Monthly Bible Message

(Contributed)

Give thanks
in all
circumstances

1 Thessalonians
5:18

ABN: 67 053 764 135

Quality Work.....
Affordable Prices....

. Painting

. Tiling

. Fencing

. Lawn & Garden
Service

. Repairs &
Maintenance

Direct from Dale

Dale LAST wp

MEMBER FOR BURDEKIN

Damp start to the New Year
sees warnings heeded—
WHILE the Burdekin Shire was
spared the full brunt of Ex-
Tropical Cyclone Kaoji, areas in
the Whitsundays and Isaac Re-
gions have begun clean up and
recovery efforts. No matter
where you are in the Burdekin
Electorate in recent weeks, you
would have seen our SES volun-
teers play an integral part in the
preparation and response. |
would like to offer my personal
thanks to each of the members
of our orange army who have
supported their communities
through this severe weather
season.

LET'S not forget that the severe
weather season is far from over,
so it is important that we do not
become complacent following
this event and continue to keep

emergency kits suitably supplied.

Funds go round in super
round—

IF YOUR community group or
sporting team is looking for sup-
port as we enter the new year,
then you will be pleased to know
that Round 126 of the Gambling
Community Benefit Fund has
opened.

Last year’s super round saw
more than a million dollars in
grant funding offered to not-for-
profit groups and sports teams
across the electorate. We know
these funds go on to benefit the
entire community and with the
new round opening, there are
plenty of opportunities for further
support to be offered.

Copper crimes condemned
A CRIME that has seen deadly
intersections on the Bruce High-

|| way plunged into darkness took

a new turn recently in the
Burdekin with copper
thieves targeting generators
and telecommunications
cabling.

Across December, police
were investigating multiple
incidents of copper theft
from generators placed
across the Burdekin and |
would encourage anyone
with information that may
assist with these investiga-
tions to contact police.
Make no mistake, the Cris-
afulli Government is taking
copper theft seriously and
that starts with ensuring that
our justice system has the
measures they need to
crack down on these crimes.
These offences have the
potential to endanger other
community members, partic-
ularly in their hour of need
or when they are driving
home after dark on a nation-
al highway.

As a consequence, the of-
fenders can expect to face
the full weight of the law
when apprehended.

Here to help

IF YOU or someone you
know has an issue that you
need help with, please re-
member . .. my job is to
represent you.

| may not always be able to
fix the problem, but rest
assured, | will always do my
best.

If I can help, please call my
office on 4767 0500 or
email burdekin@parliament.

gld.gov.au.

Until next time, stay safe
and well.
Dale


mailto:burdekin@parliament.qld.gov.au
mailto:burdekin@parliament.qld.gov.au

Ul Liessmann comments. .

GREAT efficiency has been displayed by the Council—so let me
explain this comment.

Just before Christmas, | phoned Council to inform them about a tree
in Fourth Street, which was dying due to a white ant problem and it
had to be cut down. That was carried out very quickly. This commit-
ment towards looking after our surroundings not only preserves the
beauty of Home Hill, but also strengthens the trust between resi-
dents and those working on our behalf. This was done just before
Christmas and New Year and a new tree was replanted by Council.
Thank you guys for a great job.

AS WE reflect on these acts of service, we have to thank the Burde-
kin SES on behalf of our older family members, who had minor
problems with regard to the job of sand bagging prior to the coming
cyclone—which was completed next day by the Burdekin SES.
Their prompt response and dedication really made a difference to
our peace of mind during a stressful time. It is reassuring to know
that there are people willing to step up and lend a hand, especially
when severe weather is on the way.

We're grateful for all the effort the SES puts in and it is clear that
more community involvement, especially from the younger genera-
tion, will ensure that vital services like these continue to be available
for families in need, while building a future where everyone feels
supported and welcome.

HERE'S a joke . . . We have all heard of “happy wife, happy life”.
What about . . . “Happy husband, suspicious wife’? Just proves we
blokes can never win.

LIFE in Home Hill certainly keeps us on our toes, from looking out
for one another when storms threaten to sharing a laugh or two to
lighten the mood. As we consider the future and projects like the
upgrade of Gardners Lagoon (pictured below), it’s clear that both
humour and community spirit play a big part in what makes our town
a great place to live. Let's keep working together, lending a hand
where we can and always making room for a friendly yarn or a good
-natured joke along the way.

THE Council approached me for some ideas as to what we, the
Chamber, might want for the Home Hill side of the river—or need to
be included in the 2026 Council budget.

The Home Hill Chamber and the Council are putting a project to-
gether, namely the upgrade of Gardners Lagoon (aerial view

Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce President, Uli Liessmann
reports on local issues of

above), which has the potential to become a true centre-piece for
Home Hill, fostering social connections and creating lasting memo-
ries for families and visitors alike. By embracing innovative ideas and
drawing on successful models from nearby shires, we can ensure the
space is both functional and inviting, while also addressing key local
needs such as flood management and a major project for the Home
Hill community. Of course, strategic planning is needed for such a
large program. The request must be focused on making Gardners
Lagoon a public park for local residents and visitors and especially
catering for all ages. Council would need a master plan and, of
course, funding to make it possible. After building the two stages of
Planation Park in Ayr, nothing is impossible, if there is a need—and
in this case, there is.

The Richmond Shire Council built the Fred Tritton Lake—surely this
shire can build something similar, only much smaller with wide walk-
ways which would also cater for bikes, similar to the pump park that
council is purposing in Ayr opposite the Ayr swimming pool. Of
course there would also be shelters with barbecues, playground
equipment and the most important item is an amenities block. The
area is large enough to accommodate this and much more including
seats and tables plus parking and access from both ends of the la-
goon.

On the up side of this project, it would also alleviate local flooding on
the west side of Home Hill. With careful co-ordination between the
Council, Chamber and the community and input from everyone will
be key to bringing the Gardners Lagoon vision to life. As we plan and
advocate for this initiative, it is important for residents to share their
suggestions and support and helping to shape a vibrant public park
that reflects the unique character and aspirations of Home Hill.
Welcoming and sharing fresh perspectives will help ensure the final
result is something we can all be proud of—a practical and beautiful
addition to Home Hill that serves both current and future generations.

THESE are my opinions and views only.
To contact me, please phone (mobile) 0439 822 064
ULI LIESSMANN




Household embedded battery drop-off points

THE success of the Household ~ The Ayr Transfer station from 8am  The Giru Transfer Station es (eg shavers); Flashing, light-up
Embedded Battery Amnesty to 12 noon and from 1pm to 4pm  on Friday and Sunday from 2pm  and audio toys (eg light-up wands,
Weekend on the weekend of daily; to 5pm. novelty toys with sound or lights);
January 17 and 18 has prompted The Home Hill Home Hill Transfer Embedded batteries are those Powerpacks and portable charg-
the Burdekin Shire Council to Station six days a week from 8am  that cannot be easily removed by ing devices; Remote controlled
continue to maintain drop-off to 1pm and from hand including Bluetooth speak-  and ride-on toys; Wearable devic-
points for household embedded ~ 2pm to 4pm (closed on Wednes-  ers and headphones; Vapes; es such as smart watches, track-
batteries until November 15, day); Electric toothbrushes; E-scooters, ers and medical aids.

2026. The Kirknie Landfill on Monday to  E-bikes and hoverboards; Vacu-  The Council has advised residents

Residents can drop off the items ~ Friday from 8am to 1pm and on um cleaners (cordless hand-held  that they should not remove bat-
at Council’'s waste facilities at—  Saturday from 8am to 12 noon; and robotic); Personal care devic- teries—"bring the whole device”!

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district

170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community Association Inc. invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft
forms at the Ashworths Rock Shop complex each day from 10am to 5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9.30am to 1pm Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in
the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.

Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;

Charlie’s Hill World War Il site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill — former radar station during the second world war—Old
igloos and gun emplacement still in place.

Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club (phone 0467 566 448) — amongst the cane fields on lona Road; or

Home Hill Tennis (0447 384 441) offers Monday night tennis fixtures @ 7pm and Friday social tennis @ 8am; Pickleball Tuesday night
@ 7pm. Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon. (Email: homehilltennis@gmail.com; Facebook: Home Hill Tennis; To book a court: play.
tennis.com.au/homehilltennis

Home Hill Community Sports Club Inc. (0468 313 115) offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open

bar. Things to do at the Club—MONDAY: Low Impact Classes at 9am; TUESDAY: Trimmers at 9am; WEDNESDAY: Arts and Crafts at
9am. The Club is also available for hire.

Burdekin Friendship Club—Fortnightly, on Mondays from 9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr Fourteenth Street
and Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $7 per person. Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided. Phone Esme 4782 1766.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Friends and Neighbours Craft Group—meets every Wednesday, 9am to 11.30am at Home Hill Community Sports Club,
Ninth Avenue, Home Hill for general craft activities and cooking tips. Cost $3 with morning tea. Phone 0427 804 129 for more information
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.

Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. The
Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.

Home Hill RSL Sub-Branch meets at the Burdekin Memorial Hall meeting room from 7pm on the first Monday of each month

Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first Saturday night of each month;

Pioneer Avenue Plaques — learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the plaques
situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill's main street

Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth
Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in.

The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.

Comments on our town or services would be appreciated. Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com




