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that we are used to.

the Home Hill News in its current format.

It is not something that we wanted to do at this time but,
unfortunately, old age and various health issues has
meant that it is impossible for us to continue to produce
the Home Hill News to the standard that we wish to and

Our last issue—Our thanks for your support

AS WE advised last week, this will be the last issue of

If there was a volunteer who was willing to put their hand
up to run around and get the stories and take the photos,
we would be pleased to pass the baton on to them.
Unfortunately that is not the case.

Our thanks for the offers of assistance in various ways to
keep Home Hill’'s mouthpiece going—they have been

very much appreciated.

The Chrlstmas gift of rain is contlnumg to fall

THE wet season started in
the Burdekin as a Christ-
mas Gift—and the amount
of rain falling throughout
North Queensland, includ-
ing this district, has contin-
ued in large quantities.

The amount of rain did re-
duce in quantity towards
the end of February, result-
ing in the Burdekin Local
Disaster Management
Group (LDMG) transitioning
back to an “Alert” activation
on February 26, after it had
originally moved to the
“Alert” status following a
meeting on February 20.
The original “Alert” was is-
sued as a precautionary
measure to ensure the local
community was prepared
and informed after reports
of a major flood warning for
the Cape River and minor
flood warnings for the Sut-
tor and Burdekin Rivers.
LDMG Chair, Mayor Pierina
Dalle Cort said the decision
reflected the Group’s com-
mitment to monitoring con-
ditions and maintaining a
high level of readiness
across the Burdekin.
“Moving to Alert allows us
to closely monitor the situa-
tion, co-ordinate with our
partner agencies and en-

THE Burdekin Local Disaster Management Group was forced into “Alert” status because of the forecasts of large
quantities of rain for the district during February and our photo shows the result, with rain water flowing over the road
from the St Stephens Hellenic Hall to E. W. Ford Park and the Burdekin Race Club parking area

sure the community has the
latest, accurate information,”
Cr Dalle Cort said.

“While there is no immediate
cause for alarm, it is im-
portant that residents stay
informed, review their
household plans and be pre-
pared should conditions
change.”

Residents were being en-
couraged to stay up to date
through official channels,
including Council communi-
cations and disaster infor-
mation services and to fol-
low advice from emergency
authorities.

The later change in status
came as the Burdekin Dam
and the Burdekin River at
the Inkerman gauge re-
mained in minor flood and
were steady (as at February
26) and were expected to

remain above minor flood
levels through Thursday and
Friday.

At that time, no communities
were isolated and no issues
had been reported.

In line with those current
conditions, the Australian
Warning System (AWS)
message for the Burdekin
Local Government Area had
been downgraded to an
“Advice — Stay Informed”
message.

The Burdekin Local Disaster

Management Group con-
tinued to monitor condi-
tions closely and were to
provide further updates to
the community should the
situation change.

Residents were encour-
aged to stay informed by
monitoring official
sources, including the
Bureau of Meteorology
and the Burdekin Disaster
Dashboard, which is at
disaster.burdekin.gld.gov.au

Stay Vigilant and prepared

FOLLOWING the heavy rain that drenched the Burdekin
Shire from Christmas Day into the new year, residents of
the shire were reminded at that time that the disaster
season was still under way, with everyone urged “to re-

main vigilant and prepared”.

Recent media reports have indicated that a monsoon

Continued on Page 4—




IT IS pleasing to see the Burdekin Me-
morial Hall in Home Hill coming into
more usage through the upgrade works
that are being carried out to the back-
stage area of the Burdekin Theatre in
Ayr. There was a time some decades
ago when it was necessary to book up
to a year ahead to hold a wedding or
any other event at the venue, because it
was so convenient for local families to
have all their needs on their doorstep at
the Memorial Hall complex. That was
when local managers, Arthur and Julie
Smith were in charge and the fact that
they lived close to the facilities and pro-
vided an exceptional service made it
even easier to have everything ready for
the big day. And that is no reflection on
the current managers, who are also co-
operative in every way and also seem to
be available at the complex whenever
they are required. It just seems that, at
some stage, local wedding couples de-
cided it was better to take their big
events to the Whitsundays or to Towns-
ville—but was it better? Moving such
events further away just meant that the
event hosts had to deal with out-of-town
promoters and the local guests had the
extra costs of travelling and staying at
out-of-town venues. If the council was to
see value from holding some more of
the coming events at the Burdekin Me-
morial Hall, maybe they should look
seriously at promoting the fact that using
the local facilities has definite ad-
vantages. The extra usage would cer-
tainly help with the costs for ratepayers,
as they are finding now with the half-
yearly rates bill arriving in post boxes.

WE are certainly very disappointed
about our forced decision to cease the
production of the Home Hill News—and
our thanks go out to those readers who
have expressed their “sadness” at the
fact that they will not be able to pick up
their copy at the beginning of each
month, or read it online. This issue
makes it almost exactly 11 years since |
offered to start producing the Home Hill
News, when Karen McKaig was the
President of the Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce in 2015 and over the years it
has grown in size from two pages up to

ELSEWHERE in this final edition of the Home
Hill News, we have highlighted the fact that
there are a number of major events in Home
Hill from the end of March to May, as varying
local organisations host three prominent
events that bring thousands of people to
Home Hill for their particular activities. Last
year, there were FOUR, because years ago,
when a group of town residents were to the
fore in helping to organise the "First Fire of the
Season" in a scheduled spectacle at the
Home Hill Showgrounds, it marked the start of

The finer points of Home Hill . . .

the region's winter sugar cane crushing sea-
son. Unfortunately, it was turned into the
Sweet Days Hot Nights Festival and at the
same time, as far as we know, it became “bi-
annual’. That means that every second year,
when all those grey nomads stop over in
Home Hill, they miss out on that spectacle.
Even if that Festival must be held every sec-
ond year, wouldn't it be good to at least see
that grand fire (pictured below) back on the
tourists’ list of things to see and do, while
passing through the Burdekin each year?

a maximum of 16. It has also grown substan-
tially in readership and we have been told that
copies are regularly sent around Australia and
even to overseas readers. | must thank every-
one who has helped to ensure each monthly
issue has hit the streets, including the staff at
Wilmar Sugar and at Home Hill News & Cof-
fee, who have printed most of the hard copies
over that time and all of our contributors, in-
cluding current Chamber President, Uli
Liessmann, Officer-in-Charge of Home Hill
Police, Sergeant Sam Pyke and some of his
predecessors, Member for Burdekin, Dale Last
MP, “Uncle Cyril” in recent times and former
Groper Creek contributor, Jeanette Garvey
and her Jetty Jottings. The Chamber of Com-
merce is also grateful for the regular support
from the small number of advertisers who have
definitely gained value from placing their name
out in front of our local readers. As | said last
month, age and health issues have forced the
decision to cease the publication-but before
we go, we should issue a reminder to our gov-
ernment representatives at all levels that
Home Hill is a town in its own right and it does
not deserve to be ignored—which was the
reason in the first place for the Home Hill
News to start publication. There are major
works that need to be considered including the

poor standard of the highway through our
central business district and the depth of the
kerbing that is a danger to many of our more
mature motorists who park there; what would
have to be the most dangerous intersection
in the Shire where Twelfth Street meets Old
Burdekin Road and a deep and dangerous
drainage hole on the side of that road, where
it has only been luck that has prevented any
of the many walkers who use the area from
suffering a serious injury; the ongoing need
for a second crossing of the Burdekin River
to avoid the constant bridge closures for wide
loads that should not be happening in this
day and age; the upgrading of the Bruce
Highway, especially between Home Hill and
Mackay, which has been regarded in the past
as the worst section of the highway; and just
recently, Uli Liessmann’s plans for the devel-
opment of Gardner’s Lagoon, which will be of
benefit to both locals and our many visitors.

PLEASE keep supporting the efforts of the
Chamber of Commerce as it works towards
maintaining a high standard in the Home Hill
Central Business District and throughout the
whole community. And watch the Chamber
Web Site for future developments.

- DAVID JACKSON



https://www.google.com/search?q=Sweet+Days+Hot+Nights+Festival&sca_esv=901ec3fb8d1f5524&ei=ATuiab6COaebseMP46TfoQg&biw=1912&bih=948&ved=2ahUKEwifnL7D_fqSAxUUxDgGHXA0BUYQgK4QegQIARAC&oq=First+cane+fire+in+Home+Hill+2026&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiIUZpcnN0IGNhbm

Two guest speakers at Chamber meeting

TWO guest speakers and a range of topics provid-
ed for an interesting February networking meeting
for the Home Hill Chamber of Commerce, as they
started the new year with a good crowd of at-
tendees at the meeting at the Home Hill Community
Sports Club.

The guest speakers were Matthew Oar, who spoke
on the development of his business, LeadSafe and
Casie Scott, the Regional Development and En-
gagement Manager in North Queensland for NBN
who highlighted their work in and around the district
and how it affected local residents.

President Uli Liessmann took the opportunity initial-
ly to expand on his Gardners Lagoon Project for
Home Hill, which he announced recently.

He explained that at the request of Mayor, Pierina
Dalle Cort, he was tasked with developing a project
specifically for Home Hill, to be considered in this
year’s budget.

After evaluating various options, he said that Gard-
ners Lagoon, situated on the west side of Home
Hill, emerged as a promising site for community
improvement and engagement, with the lagoon’s
location and natural features offering significant
potential for creating a vibrant communal space that
would benefit residents and visitors alike.

Mr Liessmann said the achievements in Ayr, partic-
ularly the success of Plantation Park, served as a
benchmark for community development.

“With Ayr’s progress as an example, the responsi-
bility now falls to the current council to demonstrate
its commitment and capability by advancing this
project, that will benefit the Home Hill community,”
he said.

“This is a paramount moment for the council to
show leadership and deliver tangible improvements

for Home Hill. By drawing inspiration from Ayr’s
Council approach to creating engaging public
spaces, the proposed Gardner’s Lagoon project
aims to cultivate a sense of community, enhance
local amenities and provide new opportunities for
recreation and social connection within Home
Hill.”

He acknowledged the support of and thanked
Dale Last's office — “and especially to David
Cooper - who provided valuable information cru-
cial to the progress of this initiative” he said, while
also offering his thanks to David Sartori from the
Lower Burdekin Water for his support.
“Community sentiment is overwhelmingly positive,
with the public expressing strong support for mov-
ing forward with this important project,” Mr
Liessmann said.

“It is my hope that the council will give this initia-
tive the attention it deserves and provide updates
as the project progresses.

“The successful advancement of this project
would demonstrate the council’s commitment to
the south side of the river and will likely be an
important consideration for residents in the up-
coming election.”

The Chamber President also raised an issue that
was highlighted in the term of the previous council
when he announced that the Chamber had peti-
tioned the previous council several times for a
footpath sweeper in the Burdekin Shire, “which
was supported by Dale Last MP”.

“Is this project still under consideration and will it
be prioritised for the upcoming crushing season?"
he asked Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort.

He also told everyone at the meeting that the
Chamber, on behalf of local residents and the

Casie Scott, the Regional Development
and Engagement Manager in North
Queensland for NBN with Chamber
President, Uli Liessmann

many visitors to the area, had re-
quested the installation of approxi-
mately 15 small bench-style seats
with backrests throughout the ceme-
tery.

“These benches would be strategi-
cally placed at various locations to
provide comfort and accessibility to
community members who regularly
visit the cemetery to pay their re-
spects to loved ones,” he said.

Enjoy these coming race days in Home Hill

An enjoyable day out under the big trees at  Einpm -
the Home Hill Race Track, as the Burdekin
Race Club features these coming events—

o ——= .

A large program of local races,

Future meetings:

Saturday, April 18, 2026

Saturday, May 16, 2026 (Growers Race Day)

plus southern events—and with
local bookmakers on course, a

Saturday, June 27, 2026

full bar and an excellent range
of food options available




Remain vigilant and prepared for a continuing wet season

Continued from Page 1—
was expected to bring
wetter conditions across
North Queensland “this
week”, but there is still
great uncertainty about
the movement of two de-
veloping tropical lows.
The reports indicated that
the rain would shift north
from the Whitsundays and
Mackay region up the
coast toward Townsville
on (last) Sunday, with iso-
lated falls of between 50
and 100 millimetres possi-
ble in some areas.

A tropical low pressure
system was expected to
form in the Coral Sea by
Tuesday and was rated a
moderate chance of de-
veloping into a cyclone on
Thursday or Friday.
There was also potential
for a separate low to form
in the Gulf of Carpentaria.
A weak trough across
Cape York Peninsula was
expected to develop into a
monsoon trough, bringing
persistent showers and
thunderstorms.

Speaking after the initial rain
at Christmas, Mayor Pierina
Dalle Cort said that while the
Burdekin had not experi-
enced the worst of the sea-
son yet, the risk of cyclones,
heavy rainfall and flooding
remained high in the coming
months.

“We cannot afford to become
complacent,” she said. “Now
is the time to check your
emergency plans, ensure
your household is ready and
stay informed through official
channels.”

The Council’'s website pro-
vides a wealth of information
on how to prepare your
home and your family for a
disaster and residents are
being encouraged to visit the
site and take advantage of
the resources to Get Ready
and stay safe.

In the event of severe weath-
er or an emergency, it is criti-
cal to stay up-to-date with
accurate information, with
the Burdekin Disaster Dash-
board, disas-
ter.burdekin.qld.gov.au, be-
ing the go-to resource for
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The view near the southern entrance to Home Hill, with flooding across E.W.
Ford Park and into the Racecourse parking area from the consistent rainfall

early in February

official updates, road clo-
sures, and emergency
alerts.

Key tips for residents in-
clude -

¢ Review and update
your emergency plan;

e Prepare an emergency
kit with essential items;

e Keep your yard free of
debris; andFollow official
sources for accurate infor-
mation — Burdekin Disaster
Dashboard and the Bureau
of Meteorology.

Sunday 8th March 2026
9:30am - 1pm

Japanese Boro-Inspired
Stitching Technique

with

Janet Ypinazar

170 Arts on the Avenue,

Workshop

at

Home Hill

Possible cyclones—

The Bureau is watching a low in
the Coral Sea which has a
“moderate chance of developing
into a tropical cyclone” later this
week.

The Bureau web site advised that

the tropical low had formed in the
central parts of the Coral Sea
and it had a low chance of devel-
oping into a tropical cyclone from
Wednesday onwards, increasing
to a moderate chance during
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
as environmental conditions
improved.

It was expected to move towards
the south-west later in the week
and it may move over the
Queensland coast between
Cairns and Mackay.

This weekend, the low was likely
to be weakening, most likely over
land and the tropical cyclone risk
reduced to very low by next Mon-
day.

People in those areas were ad-
vised to monitor forecasts for
updates.

el iy

$65 per person (kit included)

Book your ticket today
PH: 0497 356 355

The kerbing was full of water in front of the St Stephen’s Greek Orthodox
Church and the neighbouring Hellenic Hall, as it backed up from the Home

Hill Racecourse during the February rainfall



Home Hill Police Beat

By Sergeant Sam Pyke,
Officer-In-Charge of

\,

Crime

CRIME in February has, unfortunately,

increased in Home Hill.

Most notably, on February 22, 2026, the

RoadTec Depot on Milburn Road was

broken into and a 2012 Gold Nissan

Navara utility, 349 SSI, was stolen. The

vehicle remains outstanding. Please

keep an eye out for this vehicle locally
and report any sightings to Policelink on

131 444,

Home Hill Police have made a continued

effort to address road trauma. Through-

out February, we conducted 713 RBT'’s
in the division and detected four drink
drivers. We also conducted 14 Roadside

Drug Tests and detected four drug driv-

ers.

There has also been an increase in

counterfeit Australian currency present in

the Burdekin of late. There have been
numerous businesses in Ayr caught off
guard with persons paying for goods with
this ‘fake money’.

To check security features on Australian

banknotes—

o HOLD them up to the light to see a
seven-pointed star and the Aus-
tralian Coat of Arms;

. TILT to see the bird’s wings move
and change colour and the num-
ber change direction;

. CHECK the clear window is part of
the banknote;

. TILT to see a rolling colour effect;
. USE a UV light to see features
fluoresce.

If you come across any counterfeit cur-
rency, please report it to police immedi-
ately.

Counterfeit
currency

warning

eNS¢
) GO
! [« =0 1)
) o
":‘\\ 2 )
& =3

\\,
@. Home Hill Police Station

HonourwE

Community
THE Mobile Police Beat made a return to Home Hill on February 28,

2026. It was
great to speak
to so many lo-
cals and pro-
vide some
crime preven-
tion advice. As
always, we are
happy to dis-
cuss any com-
munity con- ;
cerns or issues.

Notices

UNFORTUNATELY, Josie has had to take some unplanned leave.
This will cause the counter to be closed for administration matters until
March 18,2026.

If your matter is policing-related, please contact the Home Hill Police
Station (4782 1300) and we will arrange a response.

For any inquiries relating to driver licensing or firearms, please attend
the following—
Queensland Transport functions—

. Online at -
www.tmr.qgld.gov.au;

. Ayr QGap (Ayr Courthouse),
163 Queen Street, Ayr - 8.30am to
4.30pm.

Firearms—

* Online at www.police.qld.gov.au;
* New Applications — Australia
Post, 155 Queen Street, Ayr — 9am
to 5pm;

* Renewals - Ayr Police Station,
165 Queen Street, Ayr - 8am to




RADF Funding open for creative projects *

LOCAL artists, community groups
and organisations have been invited
to apply for funding through the Re-
gional Arts Development Fund
(RADF) to help bring their creative
projects to life.

Applications close on Monday, March
30, 2026 for proposals for funding
support, for which RADF may be able
to provide the financial assistance
needed to turn ideas for an arts-
based workshop, event or creative
initiative into reality.

Burdekin Shire Mayor, Cr Pierina
Dalle Cort has encouraged local

creatives to take advantage of the
funding opportunity.

“The Regional Arts Development
Fund plays a vital role in supporting
and growing our local arts communi-
ty,” she said.

“It enables individuals and groups to
develop and showcase their talents,
while also enriching the cultural land-
scape of the Burdekin.

“It's fantastic to see so many success-
ful projects come to life through RADF
funding and we encourage anyone
with an artistic vision to apply.”
Application forms and guidelines are

cil Chambers.

available on Council’'s website at
bit.ly/RADFBurdekin and at the Coun-

Further information or assistance with
applications is available at the Burde-
kin Shire Council (4783 9800).
Nominations have also been invited
from persons interested in the various
art forms, including visual arts/design,
craft, performing and multicultural
arts, festivals and literature, to fill a
vacancy on the Regional Arts Devel-
opment Fund Advisory Group.

The RADF Advisory Group oversees
a program of providing financial sup-

port to individual
professional artists
and organisations for
programs and pro-
jects, which directly
develop the arts.
The Committee meets on an irregular
basis to assess applications received
under the program and make recom-
mendations to Council.

Nominations close on Monday, March
30, 2026 and nomination forms are
available at the Council Chambers or
on the Council’s website at burde-
kin.gld.gov.au.
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Mayor Pierina
Dalle Cort

| WAS listening to the radio the
other day and caught something
about obesity in Australia. It
seems that although Australians
are getting bigger, rural Australi-
ans are outstripping their urban
counterparts and the question be-
ing asked was . . . why?

At a sporting event over the week-
end, this matter was mentioned
and over a couple of stubbies or
so and the occasional burger, a
couple of cane farming mates ex-
plained how it all works.

“Being a cane farmer is a tough
life” said Jim, with a complete ab-
sence of irony, “and most city folks
don’t realise just how arduous it
is”.

“Take me, for example. | am usu-
ally up by about six and have a
cup of tea and a bit of cake or
whatever | can find in the fridge
and then after a quick cough and a
drag, I'm out checking the water.
“This means getting in and out of
my ute a couple of times, so when
| get back at a quarter to eight for
breakfast, I'm pretty hungry. So |
put away enough to keep me go-
ing and then I've gotta fix up
something in the shed and by the
time I've had a think about it and a
quiet smoke, it's time for smoko.
“Now, | am by no means a big eat-
er, not like Joe over there, who
has been stacking it away big time
over the last 30 years and is start-
ing to resemble a trade waste bin.
But | don'’t like to go hungry and
don’t forget, this is a very physical
job.

It'll make you fat
and spotty

(By Uncle Cyril)
“Well smoko is a couple of sandwich-
es and the rest of the lasagne from
last night and a couple of Tim Tams,
all washed down with a couple of
mugs of coffee, three spoons of sugar
in each and then its back to work.
“In the shed, | find that I'm short of a
part for me crumple roller, so I've got-
ta go into town. ‘While you're there’,
says the wife, ‘go to the bakers for me
and pick up some bread’. “I didn’t real-
ly fancy a pie until | smelled them but |
had to try one and really, they weren’t
that big.
“‘Anyway while | was picking up my
part | met Gino, who | hadn’t seen for
a couple of months and before | real-
ised it, it was well after 11 and | had to
rush home to get cleaned up for
lunch.
“By 11.45, | was at the table. You've
got to be early, otherwise you could
miss something important on Country
Hour, and by the time | had had a
good feed and finished off the rest of
the Christmas cake, | was feeling
sleepy.
“So | take me boots off and put my
feet up and before | knew it, it was
nearly two o’clock. Well, 'm a busy
man, so after a quick cup of coffee
(three spoons of sugar . . . a man’s
got to support his industry) to get me
going again, | was soon back down
the shed and am going along just fine
when I'm called in for smoko.

“Now the thing with afternoon smoko is
that you've got to be finished and back
out again before the kids come home
from school, otherwise the rest of the
day will be a write-off.

“Anyway, it's time to check the water
again and by the time | get back to the
shed, it's almost four and jeez, it's
been a hot day, but I'm just about to
get back to the crumple roller, when
Benny turns up with a six pack and |
mean, I've been on the go since six
this morning and a man’s not a ma-
chine you know.

“So anyway, me and Benny have a
couple of beers and fortunately, I've
still got a few in the fridge, so by six
o’clock I'm ready for my tea, | can tell
you. It’s all this hard work in the open
air you see.

“Tea’s only a light affair, a bit of steak,
some potatoes and peas and stuff, ‘cos
the wife had been at bowls all after-
noon, and the rest of the pavlova from
Sunday. | had to eat that 'cause it was
going all funny on top and the kids
wouldn'’t eat it.

“Later on, after I'd been out to check
the water again, | had a couple of Bun-
dy’s and the rest of the Tim Tams in
front of the tele . . . if | don’t get there
first, the bloody kids will finish ‘’em off
and by nine thirty, | was ready for bed.
“I looked at the other bloke, James it
was, whilst this monologue was in pro-
gress and for the most part, he was
nodding his head and obviously in full
agreement with Jim’s plight.

“Yes, it is a hard life and I’'m stuffed if |
know how anyone could possibly say
that country folks are bigger and fatter
than those who live in town.”



THE weather Gods were
shining brightly on the Bur-
dekin Race Club for their
February race meeting,
against the annual fears of
Club members of a race
meeting scheduled at that
time of the year being
washed out because of
seasonal rain.

Fortunately, the rain came
a week later, after the Val-
entine’s Day (February 14)
meeting was able to pro-
ceed under heavy clouds,
although with some early
concerns for jockeys re-
sulting in the first events of
the five-race program be-
ing delayed, as club mem-
bers were forced into un-
dertaking “track mainte-
nance”, with two mowers
used to reduce the amount
of grass on the track.
Scratchings reduced the
first two races to only four
runners in each, although
the remaining three races
were keenly contested in
good fields, including race
three, the Love, Love,
Love Maiden Plate over
1180 metres, in which only
a short half head separat-
ed first and second and
second and third, with the
winner, Miss Kiyoshi (Ms

Isabella Teh) coming down ¥

the outside to defeat High
Sobriety (Ms Tasha Cham-
bers) and the Gumlu-
trained Missin’ De Quo
(Wanderson D’avila) in
third place.

Female jockeys also domi-
nated the placings in the
fourth race, the Valentine’s
Day BM55 handicap, also
over 1180 metres, as La-
ser Beam (Ms Samantha
Pointon) won by two and a
half lengths from Spineless
(Ms Isabella Teh) and
Blondie’s Secret (Shane
McGovern) in third place.
Jockey Shane McGovern

had success in the last
event, the Hearts & Flow-
ers Class B Handicap over
1000 metres as he guided
Hellarama to a half-length
victory over Party for Us
(Raul Silvera Olivera), with
top weight, Chargin’ (Ms
Isabella Teh) in third place.
The rider of Party for Us
protested against the win-
ner but the stewards dis-
missed the protest and the
results remained as they
passed the post.

Despite the first two races
being reduced to four run-
ners each after scratch-
ings, the first event, the
Love is in the Air BM55
Handicap over 1460 me-
tres was won by Mishani
Perfection (Nathan Thom-
as) while the second race,
the Red Red Rose Open
Plate over 1180 metres
was won by Roweiner’s
Dance (Wanderson D’avi-
[a).

The next race meeting in
Home Hill will be held on
Saturday, April 18 and that
will lead into the biggest
race meeting of the year,
the Burdekin Growers
Race Day on Saturday,
May 16.

Members of the Burdekin Race Club were forced to bring out the mowers to
undertake “track maintenance”, which delayed the first of the events at the
February race meeting.

T T T T
The closest finish of the day came in race three with Miss Kiyoshi (outside)

scoring a narrow short half head victory over High Sobriety (fence) with Missin’

De Quo (centre) another short half head further back in third place

LEFT—Some of the placegetters in the Love,
Love, Maiden are brought back to scale, with
| High Sobriety already in the second place stall
and Missin’ De Quo (6) with Gumlu trainer,
Kayla Russell (left) and her daughter (with the
horse)

BELOW—Laser Beam (Ms Samantha Pointon)
left the rest of the field spreadeagled behind him
as the five-year-old gelding won the Valentine’s
Day BM55 Handicap by two and a half lengths
from Spineless (Ms Isabella Teh) and Blondie’s

Secret (Shane McGovern)




Memorial Hall benefits from Theatre renovatlons

THE Burdekin Memorial Hall is to
benefit from a program of backstage
improvements currently under way at
the Burdekin Theatre, resulting in
several performances being planned
for the Home Hill complex from Febru-
ary to April.

The upgrade works were scheduled to
begin in February and included what
was described as a ‘landmark pro-
gram of backstage improvements at
the theatre, which represented a major
milestone for the community, deliver-
ing the first renewal of the backstage
areas since the theatre opened in
1982".

The Burdekin Shire Council has indi-
cated that the project would deliver a
full refurbishment of the theatre stage
and a complete upgrade of the dress-

ing rooms . . . transformations that will

enhance comfort, functionality and

accessibility for performers and pro-

duction crews, while supporting the

continued use of the venue by the

community.

During the upgrade period, the perfor-

mances at the Burdekin Memorial Hall

include -

. Morning Melodies - February 18,
2026 (concluded);

. Where is the Green Sheep? -
February 27, 2026 (concluded);

. Morning Melodies: A Night in
Vegas — April 15, 2026;

. Remember the Days of Cat Ste-
vens — April 24, 2026;

. Beatlemania on Tour — April 29,
2026.

The 2026 NQ Fast Track Talent

Acclaimed singer-songwriter,
Conrad Sewell

Showcase will also return to
the Burdekin in March, with
the event to also be held at
the Memorial Hall on Friday
and Saturday, March 20 and
21, 2026 in a more relaxed,
table-seated format for the
highly anticipated Finals
Showcase, during which
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food and beverages will also
be available for attendees.
The Council has also an-
nounced that the internation-
ally acclaimed singer-
songwriter, Conrad Sewell
will appear as a special
guest judge and live per-
former at the NQ Fast Track
Talent Showcase.

As well, local artist, René Le
Feuvre has been added as a
special guest to the Talent
Showcase, joining Conrad
Sewell for an exciting week-
end celebrating emerging
musical talent.

Fresh from touring interna-
tionally as a support act for

Local artist, René Le Feuvre

Conrad Sewell, René is
returning home to be part of
the Fast Track Showcase on
Friday evening, bringing his
growing global experience
back to the Burdekin stage.
René will take part in the
Friday evening workshop,
serve as a guest judge for
the Friday Night Heat and
deliver a live performance as
part of the evening’s pro-
gram, offering valuable in-
sight and inspiration to Fast
Track participants.

During the upgrade period,
the Burdekin Theatre will
remain open, however, no
performances will be held on
the auditorium stage while
the works are under way.
The Theatre Box Office will
continue to operate as usu-
al, opening Monday to Fri-
day from 10am to 4pm to
assist patrons with ticket
sales, enquiries and general
information.

HOME
HILL
NEWS
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Home Hill the centre of sporting field attention

HOME HILL will again be at the centre of sporting activity around North
Queensland from the end of March to May, as varying local organisations feature
major events at their sporting complexes in the local community, while also drawing
large numbers of visitors to the town for competition and social events

CRICKET—The sporting action will commence on the
last weekend in March, with the Eugene Pagotto Me-
morial Canefield Ashes being hosted by the Home Hill
Cricket Club in the centre of the Burdekin Race Club
complex at the southern entrance to the town on Sat-
urday and Sunday, March 28 and 29, 2026.
B The Canefield Ashes is an annual invitational T20
cricket carnival hosted in memory of former Home Hill
cricket player, Eugene Pagotto, who lost a battle with
cancer many years ago. The Carnival attracts as
many as 40 teams across A, B, C and Social grades,
| while also catering to both social and competitive
cricketers and features a great weekend of cricket,
mateship and socialising, while also raising funds for a
local cancer charity.

TENNIS—THE Home Hill Tennis Association, which has been
the home to the Sugar Bowl Championship for over 40 years,
will host the event at their complex in the centre of the Burde-
kin Race Track from May 2 to 4, 2026 and at courts through-
out the Burdekin to accommodate the many teams that take
part. The Sugar Bowl is a major three-day teams tennis tour-
nament held annually over the May Day long weekend at
the Home Hill Tennis Association. Established in 1981, it at-
tracts over 40 teams from across Queensland, with winners
decided by the highest number of games played in three divi-
sions along with social activities. Teams travel from Mackay to
Ingham and west from Charters Towers to join with the many
local players who join in an event that is a tribute to the many
former members of the Home Hill Association who devoted
many hours of their time to the establishment of the popular
competition. The Home Hill Tennis Association complex fea-
tures over 12 illuminated courts as well as eight courts for the
developing sport of pickleball.

RACING—THE Burdekin Race Club’s highlight of its year of
racing will take place at its Home Hill track on Saturday, May
16, 2026, when it hosts the Burdekin Growers Race Day — one
of the major highlights of the Burdekin District’s entertainment
calendar. Horses are nominated from throughout Queensland
to compete for the $90,000 in prize money over a six-race pro-
gram on the Burdekin Growers Race Day, while thousands of
fashionistas will face the judges in the hope of winning some of
the thousands of dollars in prizes that are on offer from the nu-
merous sponsors who support the event. The popular race
meeting also features large quantities of the Burdekin top quali-
ty vegetables donated by local growers and comes at the end of
the racing in what is a popular conclusion to the sporting pro-
gram, before a night of music and dancing continues well into
the evening. The Burdekin Growers Race Day is the 18+ social
event of the year, with thousands of locals and visitors flocking

Jockey Graham Kliese with 2023 Burdekin Cup winner, Wise Drag-

on, trainer Stephen Bush and Burdekin Club Life Member, Charlie to the Burdekin Race Club complex at the southern entrance to
Barbagallo the town.


https://play.tennis.com.au/homehilltennis/EventsCalendar

Recognising the dedication of
our SES—

IN times of emergency and disaster,
it is the men and women in our SES
who answer the calls for help.

In recognition of their dedication
and their support of the Burdekin
community, nine members of our
local SES were recently presented
with Emergency Response Medals.
Congratulations to all medal recipi-
ents and thank you for your efforts
in the community.

Parliament Update—

THE first Parliamentary Sitting week
for 2026 saw us continue to deliver
on our promises to Queensland.

We promised we would continue to
strengthen youth crime laws and
that’s exactly what we've done.
Courts can now impose the wearing

Direct from Dale

Dale LAST wp

MEMBER FOR BURDEKIN

of a GPS device as a bail condition
for young offenders, aged 10 to 17,
including first time offenders.

This is about restoring safety where
you live and adds to the tools our
justice systems can use to deliver
real action on youth crime.

The Crisafulli Government also
introduced its response to the tragic
Bondi terror event.

Our response is deliberate and
targeted towards terrorists and crim-
inals.

Under the suite of reforms intro-
duced are the toughest penalties in
the country for the most high-risk

offences, which compromise
community safety and limitations
on the ownership of firearms by
non-citizens.

Collaboration key in

feral pig management—
Tackling feral pigs helps our
environment, helps our primary
producers and reduces the
spread of carrying infectious
diseases. It is also a key part of

our plan to grow the value
of Queensland’s agricultur-
al sector.

That's why we are seeking
input on the recently re-
leased draft Queensland
Feral Pig Management
Action Plan 2026-2031.

By working with landhold-
ers, regional groups and
industry we can ensure this
plan actually works effec-
tively on the ground.

To have your say, please
visit—https://
dpi.engagementhub.com.a
ufferal-pig-action-plan

Monthly Bible Message

(Contributed)

Everything is
possible for
one who
believes

Mark 9:22

. Painting

. Tiling

. Fencing

. Lawn & Garden
Service

. Repairs &
Maintenance

ABN: 67 053 764 135

Quality Work.....

Affordable Prices....

Free Quotes Ph: 04391676 212

The site of the Burdekin Artisans
markets under the shady trees

Access road into and
Qut of Ashworths

The site of the Burdekin Artisans’ markets in front of Ashworths
Rock Shop

Artisans’ Unique workshop

THE Burdekin Artisan
Community Association
Inc. is introducing a
unique workshop into its
program of activities at
170 Arts on the Avenue
in Home Hill for the ben-
efit of artistically inspired

residents of the local
community.
The Japanese Boro-

Inspired Stitching Tech-
niqgue Workshop, to be
led by Burdekin artist,
Janet Ypinazar, will be
held from 9.30am to 1pm
on Sunday, March 8§,
2026 at The Artisans’ Art
Space adjacent to Ash-
worth’s Rock Shop.
Participation in the work-
shop will cost $65 pr per-
son, which includes the
required kit. For tickets to
the workshop, phone
0497 356 355.

The workshop adds to a
busy program of activi-
ties at the Art Space in
Home Hill, which will
commence with the re-
sumption of art classes
on Saturday, March 7
from 9am to 2pm.

The Artisans’ monthly
Car Boot Sales will also
recommence on Satur-
day, March 14 under the
shady trees in front of
Ashworths Rock Shop
from 8am to 12 noon.
Association leaders,
Sandi and Desley are
also in the process of
organising sewing clas-
ses for anyone interest-
ed. All enquiries with
regard to participation in
any of the activities at
the Art Space should be
directed to 0427 821 065
or 0497 356 355.


https://dpi.engagementhub.com.au/feral-pig-action-plan
https://dpi.engagementhub.com.au/feral-pig-action-plan
https://dpi.engagementhub.com.au/feral-pig-action-plan

Ul Liessmann comments. .

IF YOU have a question or comment for the Council or
any Government Department, but prefer not to speak
publicly, simply submit a short-written note. Your concern
will be addressed at our Chamber of Commerce social
meetings anonymously. Please provide your written
question to me or any of the Chamber executive at least
one week before the meeting. The ball is now in your
court, so let’s hear from you.

An opportunity to join the RSL

HAVE you ever wanted to join the RSL? The RSL is now
open to all members of the public, regardless of prior
military service. Joining the RSL, which is an Australia-
wide organisation, is an opportunity to support a long-
standing tradition of honouring the men and women who
served Australia. Members can contribute to key com-
memorative events such as ANZAC Day (pictured) and
Remembrance Day, help preserve our national history
and become part of a welcoming community built on re-
spect and camaraderie. Should you be interested, please
get in touch with any RSL member.

A short follow up on Gardners Lagoon

AT the request of our mayor, | was tasked with develop-
ing a project specifically for Home Hill, to be considered
in this year’s budget. After evaluating various options,
Gardners Lagoon, situated on the west side of Home Hill,
emerged as a promising site for community improvement
and engagement. The lagoon’s location and natural fea-
tures offer significant potential for creating a vibrant com-
munal space that would benefit residents and visitors
alike. The achievements in Ayr, particularly the success
of Plantation Park, serve as a benchmark for community
development. With Ayr’'s progress as an example, the
responsibility now falls to the current council to demon-
strate its commitment and capability by advancing this
project that will benefit the Home Hill community. This is
a paramount moment for the council to show leadership
and deliver tangible improvements for Home Hill. By
drawing inspiration from those in Ayr, as well as the
Council’s approach to creating engaging public spaces,
the proposed Gardners Lagoon project aims to cultivate
a sense of community, enhance local amenities and pro-
vide new opportunities for recreation and social connec-
tion within Home Hill.

Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce President, Uli Liessmann
reports on local issues of
interest in the Home Hill district

Brief notes

WITH ANZAC Day coming up fast, what developments
or activities by Council are currently taking place con-
cerning flying foxes?

IN THE next couple of weeks, the Council will be in-
stalling new timber poles that form the bases for the
bronze plaques, which celebrate our early pioneers in
Eighth Avenue. Take the time and walk along and read
some of the plaques, as they make some good read-
ing. (Two of the former bases are pictured above).

I HAD petitioned the previous council on several occa-
sions for a footpath sweeper for the Burdekin Shire,
which, at that time, was supported by Dale Last MP.
Just wondering—Is this project still under considera-
tion, as | was thinking how hard is it to get a good idea
off the ground?

Request for Cemetery Seating Improvements

THE Home Hill Chamber, on behalf of local residents
and the many visitors to the area, has requested the
installation of small bench-style seats, with back rests,
throughout the cemetery. These benches would be
strategically placed at various locations to provide com-
fort and accessibility to community members who regu-
larly visit the cemetery to pay their respects to loved
ones. Currently, the only available seating is at the Col-
umbarium. The Chamber believes that introducing
more seating options would greatly assist the elderly
and add dignity within the cemetery environment—a
moment of rest or quiet reflection during their visit to
foster a more welcoming and supportive atmosphere
for all who attend. The Chamber has respectfully re-
quested the Council’s consideration of this proposal
and is available to discuss the matter further or provide
any additional information that may assist with the deci-
sion-making process. Eyes are on council for this pos-
sible project.

These are my opinions and views only.
To contact me, please phone (mobile) 0439 822 064.

ULI LIESSMANN




Burdekin Council to review its Biosecurity Plan

THE Burdekin Shire Council is
currently reviewing its Biosecurity
Plan to ensure it reflects local
needs and emerging challenges
and as part of the process, com-
munity consultation is to be held
with landholders and residents
encouraged to become involved.
The Council regards updating the
plan as an important step in keep-
ing the region productive, safe

and resilient and by taking part,
landholders can share local
knowledge about weeds, pests
and on-ground challenges; high-
light opportunities for support,
training or improved communica-
tion; help shape practical, worka-
ble actions that suit local condi-
tions; and strengthen collabora-
tion between neighbours, indus-
try and Council.

During the consultation sessions,
the Council will outline the pro-
posed updates and discuss topics
such as pest management priori-
ties, responsibilities under the
Biosecurity Act and opportunities
for co-ordinated action across the
Shire.

Community feedback will directly
guide the final plan and the Coun-
cil is looking forward to hearing

ideas and working together to build
a strong, locally-informed Biosecu-
rity Plan.

Dates and locations for consulta-
tion will be announced in the near
future.

For more information or to register
interest, any landholders and resi-
dents should contact the Council's
Customer Service Centre (4783
9800).

tennis.com.au/homehilltennis

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district

170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community Association Inc. invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft
forms at the Ashworths Rock Shop complex each day from 10am to 5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9.30am to 1pm Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in
the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.
Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;

Charlie’s Hill World War Il site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill — former radar station during the second world war—Old
igloos and gun emplacement still in place.
Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club (phone 0467 566 448) — amongst the cane fields on lona Road; or

Home Hill Tennis (0447 384 441) offers Monday night tennis fixtures @ 7pm and Friday social tennis @ 8am; Pickleball Tuesday night
@ 7pm. Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon. (Email: homehilltennis@gmail.com; Facebook: Home Hill Tennis; To book a court: play.

Home Hill Community Sports Club Inc. (0468 313 115) offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open

bar. Things to do at the Club—MONDAY: Low Impact Classes at 9am; TUESDAY: Trimmers at 9am; WEDNESDAY: Arts and Crafts at
9am. The Club is also available for hire.
Burdekin Friendship Club—Fortnightly, on Mondays from 9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr Fourteenth Street
and Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $7 per person. Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided. Phone Esme 4782 1766.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Friends and Neighbours Craft Group—meets every Wednesday, 9am to 11.30am at Home Hill Community Sports Club,
Ninth Avenue, Home Hill for general craft activities and cooking tips. Cost $3 with morning tea. Phone 0427 804 129 for more information
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.
Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. The
Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.

Home Hill RSL Sub-Branch meets at the Burdekin Memorial Hall meeting room from 7pm on the first Monday of each month

Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first Saturday night of each month;

Pioneer Avenue Plaques — learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the plaques
situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill's main street
Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth
Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in.
The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.

Comments on our town or services would be appreciated. Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com




