
Following the retirement of our founding editor, 
David Jackson, who after many years of 
dedicated work has decided it is time to enjoy a 
well-earned rest due to age and a few health 
issues, I have volunteered to keep the Home 
Hill News going. I should warn readers that 
David has left some very big shoes to fill, so 
what follows will be a much simpler version of 
the publication.

The plan is to continue producing a friendly 
newsletter for the Home Hill Chamber of 
Commerce and the wider community, sharing 
letters to the editor, updates on Chamber 
activities, and bits of news from around Home 
Hill as we all keep working together to 
continually improve business and community 
liveability in Home Hill.

A reprieve for Home Hill News

Our Vision

A thriving Home Hill with 
strong businesses and a 
vibrant community.

Values

Community • Collaboration • 
Integrity • Pride in Home Hill

Our Mission

To support and promote local 
businesses, encourage 
community engagement and 
advocate for initiatives that 
strengthen Home Hill and 
continually improve business 
and community liveability.

Representation

The Home Hill Chamber of 
Commerce serves as a 
constructive voice for local 
businesses and the wider 
community, advocating for 
initiatives that support the 
long-term prosperity and 
liveability of Home Hill.

The much-loved Home Hill Ephemera event may not go ahead this year 
unless someone is willing to step forward to help organise it.

For many years the event has been made possible by a small group of 
dedicated volunteers. As our volunteer base gets older, we are now 
looking for someone in the community to help coordinate this year’s 
exhibition so the event can continue.

Last year the format of the event changed, with larger prizes introduced 
which encouraged out of town entrants while the small grants that 
previously helped local entrants purchase materials were discontinued. 
This resulted in fewer entries, and unfortunately there were no school 
entries due to the lack of funding for materials.

To run the event this year we simply need someone to help coordinate 
the exhibition. This will envolve encouraging entries from artists and 
community groups and working with Council on the placement of 
exhibits around town.

Importantly, the role is not as big or complicated as it might sound, and 
you won’t be on your own. Previous organisers and Chamber members 
are happy to provide guidance and assistance to help get things started.

Even a small amount of help can make a big difference in ensuring this 
unique and creative Home Hill event continues.

If you feel you may be able to assist, please contact the Secretary of the 
Home Hill Chamber of Commerce at:         
secretary@homehillchamber.com.au

With a little community support, we hope Home Hill Ephemera can 
continue to brighten our town for many years to come.

Can You Help Keep the Ephemera Alive?

mailto:secretary@homehillchamber.com.au


Contact Us
President: Uli Liessmann
president@homehillchamber.com.au
0439 822 064
Vice President: David Jackson
vicepresident@homehillchamber.com.au
0417 731 089
Treasurer: John Clarke
treasurer@homehillchamber.com.au
0459 199 177
Secretary: Robert Antoniazzi
secretary@homehillchamber.com.au
0407 637 679
Exec Member: Erin Brennan
execmember@homehillchamber.com.au
0428 822 091
Editor: John Clarke
editor@homehillnews.com.au
0459 199 177

Memorial Hall Steps
Into the Spotlight
Home Hill Memorial Hall is set to be 
busy during April while the Burdekin 
Theatre undergoes renovations to its 
stage and dressing rooms.

Several popular performances will be 
presented at the hall during the 
renovation period, giving local 
audiences the opportunity to continue 
enjoying live entertainment close to 
home. Upcoming shows include:

Morning Melodies – A Night in Vegas
Wednesday 15 April 2026 | 11:00 am

Remember the Days of Cat Stevens
Friday 24 April 2026 | 7:30 pm

Beatlemania on Tour
Wednesday 29 April 2026 | 7:30 pm
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Her Indoors was approaching the 
big six oh at a rapid rate and in an 
unguarded moment, fuelled by 
Fourex, I asked what she would 
like as a special Birthday Treat.  

Previous “treats” had included 
abseiling, gliding and helicoptering 
so I was somewhat surprised 
when she said she wanted to go 
to the Davis Cup semi-final 
between Australia and Switzerland 
in Melbourne.  

Bloody Hell. I thought, Melbourne, 
September, cold, wet, miserable 
and then there’s the downside, 
getting there.

I approached Quaintarse, subject 
Frequent Flyer points.  Oh, how 
they laughed.  Didn’t I know that I 
had to give them twelve months’ 
notice, three alternative routes 
and sacrifice my grandchildren? 

Next stop my Friendly 
Neighbourhood Travel Agent, 
subject Davis Cup packages.  
Flights, tickets, accommodation, 
no problem, sir, that will be two 
arms and a leg.  

So, we went via New Zealand on 
frequent flyers and there is a 
probably a lesson there, 
somewhere.

Now I am not exactly a tennis 
fanatic.  I like playing the game, 
using the word loosely but 
watching it on the box drives me 
to distraction and I had the 
prospect before me of three days 
of tennis.  

Yes, I’m aware that the second 
day is the doubles and will 
therefore only last between two 
and four hours but days one and 
three could well be six or seven 
hours, each.  Oh dear.  

And then I was propositioned, 
before a ball was served by a set 
of female, blonde Swiss twins.  
Unhappily it wasn’t my body they 
were after but my seats.   Her 
Indoors was quite happy to swap 
as theirs were better and their 
seats were alright as well.

As it turned out, it wasn’t too bad. 
It was only bitterly cold on one 
day, the beer was Heineken, we 
could walk to the Tennis Centre 
from our Pub and Her Indoors 
thought it was magic.  

Being a numbers man, my mind 
occasionally wandered as I 
worked out the crowd 
demographic – whatever that 
means.  

Percentage of the aged, high.  
Percentage of tall blondes with big 
knockers, low.  Number of 
lavatorial excursions per 
spectator, very high.  Number of 
tall brunettes with big knockers, 
very low.

Amidst all of this the tennis went 
on, and on and on.  

The Hat disposed of the Poo, 
Llittle Lleyton sorted out the 
Unpronounceable and that was 
just the first day.  

The roof had had to be closed 
because of rain and nearly 
everybody was fairly happy 
despite numb bums, and the 
Casino was only a short walk 
away.  

The second day was infinitely 
more exciting as Oz hung on to 
win the doubles and the whole 

thing only lasted three and a half 
hours.  

Just as well as the roof was open, 
the temperature had plummeted 
and we were only wearing four 
layers of clothing.  I even thought 
of coffee at one stage, instead of 
Heineken.  

Day three was the Llittle Lleyton 
heroics – C’mon! – and with the 
match over as Oz had a 3-1 lead, 
the last rubber was mercifully 
truncated as both teams relaxed 
and enjoyed themselves.  

The Poo had declined to take part 
in the final match and with the 
hometown boy not bothering most 
of the spectators had buggered off 
home anyway and the match was 
cut from three to one sets. 

Walking back to the pub I tried to 
work out the numbers.  Five 
matches, seventeen sets, one 
hundred and seventy-two games, 
approximately a thousand points 
and probably over fifteen hundred 
serves.  

Not to mention the couple of 
thousand “C’Mon’s”, “Yes’s” and 
fist pumpings. And Australia had 
won 3-2, a fair achievement.

We ended up back at the Duke of 
Wellington, reputedly the oldest 
pub in Melbourne where there 
was a brass plaque on the wall 
attesting to the heroic deed of a 
Carlton footballer called Val 
Perovic. 

 Apparently the said Mr Perovic 
had consumed thirty-seven tins of 
VB in two hours back in 
September 1984.  That’s a bit 
over three gallons.  Now that is an 
achievement

Tennis?  I’m all tennised out!

A Weekend at the
Tennis

(By Uncle Cyril)
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Home Hill Bowls - Look out for the Home Hill Fours signature event at the Home Hill Community Sports 
Club where 64 players from Bowen, Wangaratta, Collinsville in the South to Townsville in the North as well all 
clubs in the Burdekin will compete for major prizes on Saturday 4th April.



Businessman and Home Hill 
Chamber of Commerce President, 

Uli Liessmann reports on local 
issues of interest in the Home Hill 

district

Uli Liessmann comments...
Welcome to the New Format Newsletter
The Home Hill Newsletter is undergoing some 
changes. From now on, it will be much smaller 
and will include a “Letter to the editor” style. 
If you have something important to share or a 
comment you’d like to make, please send us a 
few lines and have your say. 

We encourage all members of the community to 
contribute their thoughts and opinions.

ANZAC Day 
As we all know ANZAC Day falls on the 25th of 
this month. Please show respect by attending or 
participating in this most important ceremony in 
Australia, or lending a hand if you can, as we all 
value the memory of past and present ADF 
members.

These are my opinions and views only. 
To contact me, please phone (mob) 0439 822 064.
ULI LIESSMANN

Progress on Bollard Replacement
The Council has been actively working to 
upgrade the existing timber bollards throughout 
the area. All the old timber bollards are being 
replaced with synthetic timber square bollards, 
offering a fresh and modern appearance. These 
new bollards are expected to be highly durable 
and should serve the community for many years 
to come. 

Preservation of Historical Features
As part of the project, the Council will retain the 
old brass plaques by fitting them to the top of the 
new bollards at a later stage. This ensures that 
historical elements are preserved while 
modernizing the infrastructure. 

Ongoing Work
Although significant progress has been made, 
the Council still has more work to do before the 
entire replacement project is completed. 

Above Plaque before 
renovation
Right New post ready for 
renovated plaque to be 
fitted
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The Home Hill Chamber of 
Commerce will hold its next Social 
and Networking Evening at 5:30 
pm on Wednesday 16 April at the 
Home Hill Community Sports Club 
(Bowls Club), 87 Ninth Avenue, 
Home Hill.

Local businesses and community 
members are invited to connect, 
share ideas, and hear from 
interesting guest speakers at 
these relaxed gatherings. 

They also provide an opportunity 
to speak informally with 
representatives from local 
government, councillors, police, 
and other key members of the 
community.

This month’s guest speaker will be 
Owen Menkens, Chairman of 
Canegrowers Australia and 
President of the World Association 
of Beet and Cane Growers 
(WABCG).

For almost a century, 
Canegrowers has stood beside 

Australian cane growers – 
supporting their businesses, 
representing their interests, and 
helping shape the future of the 
sugar industry. 

As Chairman of Canegrowers 
Australia, Owen brings extensive 
knowledge and experience from 
within one of the most important 
industries in our region.

Owen also serves as President of 
the World Association of Beet and 
Cane Growers (WABCG), the 
international organisation that 
represents sugar beet and sugar 
cane grower associations around 
the world. 

WABCG brings together 37 
member associations from five 
continents, representing growers 
in 34 countries and collectively 
accounting for around 60% of 
global sugar production.

This promises to be a fascinating 
insight into both the Australian 
sugar industry and the 

international landscape that 
influences it.

The event is open to Chamber 
members and members of the 
public, and everyone is welcome 
to attend.

Drinks can be purchased from the 
bar, and attendees are invited to 
enjoy a friendly evening of 
conversation and networking.

While you are welcome to simply 
turn up on the evening, an RSVP 
would be appreciated to help with 
planning numbers.
RSVP: 
secretary@homehillchamber.com.au

Come along and join us for an 
informative and enjoyable evening 
with one of the leading voices in 
the sugar industry.

Home Hill Chamber Social & Networking Evening
Next Guest Speaker - Owen Menkens
President of the World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG)
and Chairman of Canegrowers Australia
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170 Arts on the Avenue – The Burdekin Artisan Community 
Association Inc invites you to inspect their display of various arts 
and craft forms at the Ashworths Rock Shop complex10am to 
5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9:30am to 1pm Saturday. 

Beachmount/Wunjunga – Visitors can move off the Bruce 
Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s 
beaches - Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel 
east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until 
meeting the sea in the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where 
tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings. 

Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge – part of the Bruce 
Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of 
bridge, which features five new panels detailing the pioneering 
sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early 
history.

Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of 
Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war – 
Old igloos and gun emplacement still in place. 

Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club – 
amongst the cane fields on Iona Road. 
(0467 566 448) 

Home Hill Tennis Monday night tennis fixtures 7pm;  Friday 
social tennis 8am; Tennis coaching Tuesday 3:30pm -  7pm
Pickleball Tuesday night 6:30pm. Saturday 7:30am;Sunday 3pm 
Competition Pickleball Thursday 6pm. 
Email: homehilltennis@gmail.com; 
Facebook: Home Hill Tennis (0447 384 441) 
To book a court: play.tennis.com.au/homehilltennis 

Home Hill Community Sports Club Inc. offers roll-up bowls 
Wednesday at 5:30pm; Thursdays and Saturdays at 2pm with an 
open bar. Things to do at the Club – Monday: Low Impact 
Classes at 9am; Tuesday: Trimmers at 9am; Wednesday: Arts 
and Crafts at 9am, Darts 5:30pm; Thursday: Bingo 9:30am; 
Friday: Snooker 5:30pm. 
The Club is also available for hire. (0478 642 515)                                                                              

Burdekin Friendship Club – Fortnightly, on Mondays from 
9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr 
Fourteenth Street and Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $7 per person. 
Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided. Phone 
Esme 07 4782 1766. 

Groper Creek – worth a look as it is a unique small village – one 
of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the 
numerous fishing areas throughout the district – very popular with 
visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several 
months. 

Home Hill Friends and Neighbours Craft Group – meets every 
Wednesday, 9am to 11.30am at Home Hill Community Sports 
Club, Ninth Avenue, Home Hill for general craft activities and 
cooking tips. Cost $3 with morning tea. Phone 0427 804 129 for 
more information 

Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open 
throughout the summer months – 5.30am to 7pm, Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm 
Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday. 

Home Hill Service Clubs – The Home Hill Lions Club meets at 
the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month. The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House 
(58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each 
month and at the Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each 
other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both 
clubs. 

Home Hill RSL Sub-Branch meets at the Burdekin Memorial 
Hall meeting room from 7pm on the first Monday of each month. 
Phone Allan on 0497 828 983.

Mount Inkerman – approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near 
the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, 
which is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for 
walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a 
number of new safety barriers installed. I recommend visiting as 
there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane 
and other farms. 

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth 
Avenue, Home Hill on the first Saturday night of each month.

Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of 
the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading 
the plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in 
Home Hill’s main street. 

Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society – every Tuesday 
evening at the “The Vault” – the Choral Society Hall in Eighth 
Avenue – from 7:30pm to 9pm. Everyone is welcome to join in. 
Phone Erin on 0428 822 091

The Big Canecutters – Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds 
(southern end of town across the railway line) to see the 
representation of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin 
district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane 
harvesting. 

Any corrections or comments on our town or services would be 
appreciated. editor@homehillnews.com.au or 
secretary@homehillchamber.com 

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district
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