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Dawn Service leads the way
In town’s commemoration

THE Home Hill community’s Anzac  of their loved ones.
Day main service is showing signs of A Gunfire Breakfast at the Burdekin
being overtaken in importance by the ~ Memorial Hall for participants in the

support for the Dawn Service Pa- services was followed by the main

rade, after a huge crowd turned out parade, with participants setting off

for the early morning commemora- from in front of the Band Hall in Tenth

tion at the town’s Cenotaph. Avenue to follow a route via Eighth

Members of the community of all Street and Ninth Avenue to the Memo-

ages attended the 5.25am service to  rial Park, where they attended the Members of the Home Hill Sub-Branch of the RSL, with the Saluting
remember the ANZACS at the exact ~ main service in front of the Cenotaph.  Officer for the Services, Flying Officer Jennifer Heatley from the Garbutt
time that they landed at the beaches ~ School children from all schools Air Force Base in Townsville, were (from left) Secretary Alan Petersen,
of Gallipoli in Turkey in 2015. throughout the district were represent- Ul Liessmann, President Richard Kelly and Ronald Stockdale

With the members of the Air Force ed among the marching groups to- F

Cadets in the Burdekin forming a gether with a dwindling group of ex-

Catafalque Party in front of the Cen-  servicemen, some of whom were car-
otaph, the crowd was addressed by ried in vintage Army jeeps.

the President of the Home Hill Sub- The Service was again led by RSL
Branch of the RSL, Mr Richard Kelly,  President Richard Kelly and Padre

Padre Andrew Baildon, Saluting Andrew Baildon, who said there - -

officer Flying Officer Jennifer Heatley ~ seemed to be an “ongoing awaken-

of the RAAF in Townsville, Cr John ing of the significance of the actions "

Furnell and High School Captain and the values of those brave men :

Ericah Solomon, before a large num-  and women of the armed forces we

ber of attendees lined up to lay remember today”. o ===

wreaths at the Cenotaph. *Perhaps it is because the worldis not  Home Hil High School Captains, Ericah Solomon and Leo Olditch

The service was completed with the  getting any simpler . . . technology has  participated in the Anzac Services, including speaking to the audience
playing of the Last Post by Raymond  now reached a point where there is no  at the Breakfast Parade at the Burdekin Memorial Hall

Petersen of the Burdekin Brass Band ~ way for us to know with certainty

and the Lament by Piper Roy Page.  about the truth or validity of anything
Many of the crowd then moved onto  we see online,” Padre Andrew told the
the Home Hill Cemetery where a gathering at the Cenotaph.

short service took place in the early He was also joined in speaking by the
morning light where they paid tribute  Member for Burdekin, Dale Last MP,
to those ex-service men and women  Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort and Home

who have since passed away. Hill High School Captain, Ericah Solo-
That service was again led by Presi-  mon before a large number of wreaths
dent Richard Kelly and Padre An- were laid by Ex-Service Men and

drew Baildon before those present Women and representatives of local

were given the opportunity to place organisations in memory of those who  Air Force Cadets from the 109 Squadron, in Ayr formed the Catafalque
poppies at the Cenotaph in memory ~ had lost their lives in various conflicts. Party at all Anzac Day Services in Home Hill
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Busy April for the
Memorial Hall

Home Hill Memorial Hall has been
busy during April while the
Burdekin Theatre underwent
renovations to its stage and
dressing rooms.

Several popular performances
were held at the hall including a
packed Morning Melodies
performed by our very own local
Ricki Romeo and his band,
Remember the Days of Cat
Stevens and Beatlemania on Tour.
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OPEN DAY

BURDEKIN MACHINERY PRESERVATIONISTS

SATURDAY 9 MAY

9 AM -3 PM
BRANDON HERITAGE PRECINCT

Watch history come alive as
steam engines and historic machinery run once again

Featuringthe 1911 Marshall Colonial Tractor (only one in Australia)

Browse the museumin the Historic Heritage Listed Brandon Church

Sausage Sizzle & Drinks + EFTPOS Available

ADMISSION $10 * CHILDREN FREE
0488 366 443 « burdekinmp.com.au

//' Burdekin

Shire Council

Ltbertyru%’a

1300 383563 www.libertyoil.com.auBulk Fuel & Oil Delivered

Enjoy these coming race days in Home Hill

An enjoyable day out under the big trees at  Eup
the Home Hill Race Track, as the Burdekin
Race Club features these coming events—

Future meetings:

A large program of local races,

plus southern events—and with

local bookmakers on course, a

full bar and an excellent range
of food options available

Saturday, May 16, 2026 (Growers Race Day)
Saturday, June 27, 2026
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By Sergeant Sam Pyke,
Officer-In-Charge of
Home Hill Police Station

Home Hill Police Beat

Crime

CRIME during March and April has remained steady and Community

there have been minimal incidents of property crime re- The Burdekin Growers Race Day is quickly approaching.
ported. Local Police will be in attendance to support the event and
Of note, on April 6, 2026, an orange LDV utility was sto-  ensure everyone has a safe day out. The Mobile Police
len from a Ninth Avenue address in Home Hill. The of- Beat will also be in attendance—please feel free to pop in
fenders attended Home Hill in a stolen blue 2020 Ford and say hello.

Ranger and a stolen grey 2019 BMW vehicle from
Townsville. All vehicles proceeded towards Townsville on
the Bruce Highway and a police operation was employed
to apprehend the offenders.

An unmarked po-
lice vehicle was
unoccupied and
parked on the side
of the Bruce High-
way at Alligator

deploying a tyre
deflation device on

the stolen vehicles R O Notices

nearby. ' JOSIE will be on leave from May 13, 2026 and returning on
Following the successful deployment of the tyre deflation  June 22, 2026. The station counter will be closed for admin-
device on two of the vehicles, several occupants fled on istration inquires during that time.

foot, with some gaining access to the nearby police vehi-  |f your matter is Policing related, please contact Home Hill
cle and driving it off. Police Station (4782 1300) and we will arrange a response.
Officers tracked the police vehicle through the Townsville  For any inquiries relating to driver licensing or firearms,
area before locating it abandoned on Beatrice Street in please attend —

Aitkenvale at 12:23pm. No items from the vehicle were Queensland Transport functions:

reported missing. * Online at - www.tmr.qgld.gov.au

A stolen blue 2020 Ford Ranger and a stolen grey 2019 » Ayr QGap (Ayr Courthouse). 163 Queen Street, Ayr -
BMW vehicle were intercepted and recovered near Alli- 8.30am — 4.30pm

gator Creek. A stolen orange 2025 LDV T60 utility was Firearms:

later recovered at Jerona and a stolen white 2021 MG * Online at - www.police.qgld.gov.au

was intercepted at Shirbourne. » New Applications — Australia Post. 155 Queen Street, Ayr
A 19-year-old man, an 18-year-old woman and six juve- —9.00am -5.00pm

niles have been taken into custody in relation to the inci- « Renewals - Ayr Police Station, 165 Queen Street, Ayr -
dents and are assisting police with their enquiries. 8.00am -3.00pm

Queensland
. Government
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Uli Liessmann comments..
ANZAC Day Reflections

ANZAC Day wrapped up with a sizeable crowd enjoying
the pleasant weather.

The dawn parade drew a larger crowd than usual, which is
great and it was uplifting to see numerous young people
present.

Flying Officer Jennifer Heatley, from the Townsville RAAF
base, led the day's formalities as the saluting officer.
Appreciation also goes to Commanding Officer Bruce
Medley, Flight Lieutenant (FLTLT AAFC) 109 Squadron —
Burdekin Australian Air Force Cadets. Special thanks also
to Flight Sergeant Alan Parravicini and the 109 Squadron
Air Cadets catafalque party. The Squadron details are—
Established 1994 with a Current strength of 35 Cadets,
five uniformed staff and two civilian staff. We are proud
that the 109 squadron is based here in the Burdekin.

So how many people does one thank—all of them be-
cause without them, we would have a quite different AN-
ZAC Day. At the Home Hill RSL Sub-Branch, when we
have a piper in Roy Page and a Bugler in Raymond Pe-
tersen and not for getting the Burdekin Brass Band plus
the Choral Society, thanks. Make a date for next year’s
ANZAC Day celebrations and be part of the most im-
portant day of the year in Home Hill, in Australia.

RSL President Richard Kelly officiated the ceremony and
Uli Liessmann, led the parade.

| want to thank our small but hard-working team of helpers
who ensure the ANZAC spirit lives on every year. Secre-
tary Alan Petersen deserves special mention for managing
paperwork and everything else needed for this important
day.

£ = s = -
As shown in this 1931 photo (above), the ANZAC Day parade is always a ma-
jor eventin Home Hill

-

bearers and the dwindling numbers of ex-service men and women

Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce President, Uli Liessmann
reports on local issues of
interest in the Home Hill district

SPECIAL homage must
be paid to John Ed-
wards (pictured), our
oldest RSL member,
who joined the Regi-
mental Cadets when
this was started in Ayr's
Drill Hall in 1950 as part
of the CMF. He went on
to serve 10 years in the
Army, reached the rank
of Sergeant and also
served overseas. At one
stage, he was a Bren
Gun Carrier driver with
the ADF.

Chamber News

THE Home Hill Chamber meetings are always lively,
reflecting the community's engagement and interest in
local matters.

Last month, the Chamber submitted seven questions to
the council and received one positive response.

The Burdekin Shire CEO quickly addressed my concern
and the outcome from this interaction was the prompt
resolution regarding the small print used in the Burdekin
Life newspaper's public notices.

This long-standing problem had affected many residents
and it’s solution has now made council information more
accessible, while ensuring that ratepayers across the
Shire can more easily read important notices.

The correction not only benefits the entire community,
but also ensures the council achieves better value for
money by reaching a wider audience.

Sincere thanks are extended to the Council CEO for his
responsiveness and for fostering a greater sense of opti-
mism within Home Hill and the wider Burdekin Shire.
Also, on the must-be-done list is the upgrading around
the Cenotaph with garden beds and a facelift to the band
rotunda, which are all needed and will be well received,
thanks to Council.

So next year, there will be a new look.

These are my opinions and views only.
To contact me, please phone (mobile) 0439 822 064

ULI LIESSMANN
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Home Hill Chamber Social & Networking Evenlng
Next Guest Speakers

Tim Lamb, CEO of Burdekin Rum,

Vincent Van Dol presenting on NBN Scam Awareness, and
Margie Ryder from Volunteering North Queensland

The next Social and Networking
Evening at 5:30 pm on Wednesday
20 May at the Home Hill Community
Sports Club.

Local businesses and community
members are warmly invited to attend
these popular monthly gatherings,
which provide a relaxed opportunity
to connect with others, share ideas,
and hear from interesting guest
speakers.

The evenings often offer a valuable
chance to speak informally with
representatives from local
government, councillors, police, and
other key members of the community.

This month’s guest speakers will be
Tim Lamb, CEO of Burdekin Rum,
Vincent Van Dol presenting on NBN
Scam Awareness, and Margie Ryder
from Volunteering North Queensland.

Tim Lamb will share the story behind
Burdekin Rum, a proudly North
Queensland business established in
the heart of Australia’s premier sugar

Painting

Tiling

Fencing

Lawn & Garden
Service

Repairs &
Maintenance

Free Quotes Ph: 0439676 212

ABN: 67 053 764 135

Quality Work.....
Affordable Prices....

cane growing region. Originally
operating as a mineral water
producer, the business diversified into
rum production in 2020. Using
locally grown cane and pure mineral
water sourced from their own aquifer,
Burdekin Rum has developed a
distinctive farm-style spirit with
strong regional character.

Vincent Van Dol will deliver an
important presentation on scams
involving people pretending to be
from NBN Co. Recent reports have
shown that older Australians have
been heavily targeted by these scams,
making this a timely and valuable
session for the whole community.
Attendees will hear practical tips on
recognising suspicious calls, emails
and text messages, and how to protect
themselves and their families.

Margie Ryder will speak on the future
of volunteering and community
support in the Burdekin. Working in
partnership with the Chamber,
Volunteering North Queensland is
keen to hear directly from local

®
®

PREMIUM AGED RUM

groups, volunteers and residents
about current challenges and future
needs. Discussion will include
attracting and retaining volunteers,
improving access to grants and
funding opportunities, and building
stronger community networks.

VINTAGE CANE SPIRIT

This promises to be an informative
and enjoyable evening covering local
enterprise, personal safety, and
community development.

The event is open to Chamber
members and members of the public,
and everyone is welcome to attend.

Drinks can be purchased from the bar.

While you are welcome to simply
turn up on the evening, an RSVP
would be appreciated to assist with
planning numbers.

RSVP:
secretary(@homehillchamber.com.au

Monthly Bible Message

For we walk by faith, not by sight.

(Contributed)

Everything is
possible for
one who
believes

2 Corinthians 5:7
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Art Competition to explore recycling =

STUDENTS, residents and community
groups across the region have been
invited by the Townsville, Burdekin and
Hinchinbrook Councils to take partin a
Regional Recycled Art Competition.
The initiative encourages people of all
ages to explore recycling and environ-
mental stewardship through creative
artmaking.

Winning artworks will be displayed at
the region's Materials Recovery Facility
(MRF) in Townsville.

The theme for the competition is Sky,
Earth and Sea and entrants are being
encouraged to consider the natural
environment and how recycling pro-
tects our land, waterways and atmos-
phere.

The Artworks must be made using recy-

cled or repurposed materials.
Examples include—

* Animals that fly, live on land or swim

in the sea;

¢ Plants, trees, habitats or natural land-

scapes;
Reef environments, marine life or
underwater ecosystems.

Key dates for the competition are—

* Launch: Wednesday, April 15, 2026;
» Entries close: Monday 6 July 6, 2026

at 4pm.

Winners will be selected from each Coun-
cil area to form a regional exhibition at the

MRF.

The winning artworks will be unveiled at a

special Materials Recycling Facility Open
Day later this year!

The competition is open to schools, indi-

viduals, community groups, organisations
and art collectives across Townsville, the
Burdekin and Hinchinbrook Shires.

Prospective entrants should complete the
online entry form and submit their artwork
details by the closing date.

The Briefing Packs provide all the infor-
mation needed including key dates, how
to create the artwork, construction guide-
lines, judging criteria and entry instruc-
tions.

Complete the online entry form and sub-
mit your artwork details by the closing
date.

| AM not a gambling man, but we
had visitors from England and Her
Indoors thought that “it would be
nice” if we took them to the Races.
More specifically THE races.

| am talking here about the Burde-
kin Growers Race Day, an event of
some moment in downtown Home
Hill, pop.3000.

| demurred, after all the local soccer
team was playing at home, but |
knew that it was a futile gesture and
so at the appointed hour, | present-
ed myself for inspection.

“You’re not going out like that” was
the cry, followed by “at least you
could make an effort.”

But all to no avail. Having to go was
one thing, getting all dressed up
was another entirely.

The womenfolk, on the other hand,
had spared no effort and possibly
no expense.

Her Indoors and The Old Cheese
were resplendent and behatted and
so the three of us, with guests in
tow, set off for the course, where
there were thousands.

Considering that a normal meeting
attracts about a hundred punters,
this was quite something.

We found our pre-booked table only
to find that early comers had nicked
most of our chairs, so we had to

A Day at the
Races

(By Uncle Cyril)

wait until the first race when the
crowd moved to the rails, to nick ‘em
back.

Honour satisfied, Mac and | repaired
to the bar and by that time, we were
ready for the first bet of the day.
Now, | know nothing about horses
and judging by the torn-up tickets
littering the floor, nor do most punt-
ers.

Her Indoors fancied number five and
laid her bet of $2.50 each way and
we returned to the bar to wait for the
outcome.

Horse number five came in third and
Her Indoors went to collect, only to
find that her investment had been
marked to win. Such language and
Her Indoors once a girl guide.

This, however, established the pat-
tern of the afternoon—trips to the
bar, trips to the bookies, swearing
and cursing and the tearing up of
tickets.

At that point, a passing cricketer
mentioned that a lady not far away
was attracting the crowds, so on my
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next trip to the bar, | detoured close to
her to sum up the attraction.

My word, she was a big girl—and very
flimsily clad. | was then very nearly cut
down by a bloke wheelbarrowing a load
of beer to the bar and so moved myself
back to the bookies.

| decided to use my Hong Kong betting
strategy . . . Race 1 Horse 1, Race 2
Horse 2. Staggering in its simplicity, it is a
way of keeping track of things as the beer
starts to take hold.

As usual, it proved to be a useless meth-
od and after the last race | was bereft of
hope and cash.

Fortunately, Her Indoors had come good
and was 50 cents up on the day to save
the family honour.

By now, the proceedings were starting to
move along. The fashion competitions
had been decided; the fruit and veggies
were being picked over and that bloke
was still wheelbarrowing loads of beer to
the bar. Desperate ladies were being al-
lowed into the Men’s toilets, and the night
was still young.

Suddenly, weariness set in and we de-
parted for home, Her Indoors, who had
stayed sober, was driving and The Old
Cheese like the Queen Mother was keen
to get at the Gin.

A good day had been had by all and |
wouldn’t have to do it again — for at least
another year!



A Day of Racing and Fashion at Home Hill

A DAY of racing and fashions at its best returns to the
Home Hill Race track on Saturday, May 16 as the
Burdekin Race Club once again hosts its annual
Raine & Horne Burdekin Growers Race Day.

A strictly 18+ event, the race day will feature six
races on the track, highlighted by the Great Northern
Brewing Co. Benchmark 65 Burdekin Cup over 1830
metres at 5pm,

The racing will commence at 2.05pm with the

Burdekin Veterinary Services Benchmark 50 over
1460 metres followed by the Nutrien Ag Solutions
QTIS Maiden Plate over 1000 metres at 2.40pm.

The Star Liquor Benchmark 50 over 1000 metres will
start at 3.15pm followed by the Next Gen Building Co
Benchmark 55 over 1180 metres.

The Fifth Race will feature the Battle of the Bush
Open Handicap over 1180 metres at 4.20pm.

Interspersed between the racing will be the
presentation of thousands of dollars of prizes in the
various sections of the Brown Brothers Fashions on
the Field including —

* The L’'Shu on Queen Millinery Masterpiece;

* The Tropic Petroleum Stylish Gentleman;

* The Northern insurance Solutions Showstopper;

* The Community Bank (Home Hill and Ayr) Classic
Lady; and

* The Complete Health Pharmacy Best Dressed

Couple.

,~ ﬁ%u“j$’l|| J
ow | :\ .

Race Club President, Ricky Gudge with the range of trophies for the Race program at a
previous Burdekin Growers Race Day

In addition, the Burdekin Club has advised that
Racing Queensland will once again run the Fashions
from Afar competition alongside the Battle of the
Bush Series.

The Female and Male Fashions from Afar Regional
Winners will each receive $500 and both finalists in
those categories will be invited to attend the Final to
be held on Saturday, June 27 at the Tattersalls Tiara
Race Day at Eagle Farm in Brisbane.

For those who do not enter into the Fashions
bonanza, there is still the chance to go home with
valuable prizes through the Don West Toyota
Treasure Chest, where everyone who fills out their
names on their gate entry ticket has a chance to win
through the Mega Prize draw, which offers a number
of valuable prizes, the Superbets offer of five $100
bets or five $2000 cash prizes or two $500 cash
prizes.

Tickets just have to be placed in the chest near the
stage.

On top of all that, there is the popular Fruit and
Vegetable giveaway, where some of the best of the
Burdekin’s Horticultural products will be available to
take home for free from 5.10pm.

And when the fun of the Fashions and Racing is all
over, there is more on offer as patrons will be able to
Party on with Trent Bell on Stage from 5.15pm.

Gate entry tickets and table bookings are available
by phoning 4782 1665 with a variety of choices
available for a comfortable afternoon of racing.

LIESSMANN & SONS

HOME HILL
PHONE 4782 1612

* PLUMBING & GASFITTING
e CEMENT -« PAINT

* GARDENING SUPPLIES « TIMBER

Commercial Gases

LP GAS Supplied & Delivered

1 Fourth Street
Email: liessmann@bigpond.com

50 Years in Business!
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Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district

170 Arts on the Avenue — The Burdekin Artisan Community
Association Inc invites you to inspect their display of various arts
and craft forms at the Ashworths Rock Shop complex10am to
5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9:30am to 1pm Saturday.

Beachmount/Wunjunga — Visitors can move off the Bruce
Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s
beaches - Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel
east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until
meeting the sea in the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where
tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.

Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge — part of the Bruce
Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of
bridge, which features five new panels detailing the pioneering
sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early
history.

Charlie’s Hill World War Il site, about seven kilometres south of
Home Hill — former radar station during the second world war —
Old igloos and gun emplacement still in place.

Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club —
amongst the cane fields on lona Road.
(0467 566 448)

Home Hill Tennis Monday night tennis fixtures 7pm; Friday
social tennis 8am; Tennis coaching Tuesday 3:30pm - 7pm
Pickleball Tuesday night 6:30pm. Saturday 7:30am;Sunday 3pm
Competition Pickleball Thursday 6pm.

Email: homehilltennis@gmail.com;

Facebook: Home Hill Tennis (0447 384 441)

To book a court: play.tennis.com.au/homehilltennis

Home Hill Community Sports Club Inc. offers roll-up bowls
Wednesday at 5:30pm; Thursdays and Saturdays at 2pm with an
open bar. Things to do at the Club — Monday: Low Impact
Classes at 9am; Tuesday: Trimmers at 9am; Wednesday: Arts
and Crafts at 9am, Darts 5:30pm; Thursday: Bingo 9:30am;
Friday: Snooker 5:30pm.

The Club is also available for hire. (0478 642 515)

Burdekin Friendship Club — Fortnightly, on Mondays from
9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr
Fourteenth Street and Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $7 per person.
Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided. Phone
Esme 07 4782 1766.

Groper Creek — worth a look as it is a unique small village — one
of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district — very popular with
visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several
months.

Home Hill Friends and Neighbours Craft Group — meets every
Wednesday, 9am to 11.30am at Home Hill Community Sports
Club, Ninth Avenue, Home Hill for general craft activities and
cooking tips. Cost $3 with morning tea. Phone 0427 804 129 for
more information

Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open
throughout the summer months — 5.30am to 7pm, Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm
Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.

Home Hill Service Clubs — The Home Hill Lions Club meets at
the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each
month. The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House
(58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each
month and at the Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each
other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both
clubs.

Home Hill RSL Sub-Branch meets at the Burdekin Memorial
Hall meeting room from 7pm on the first Monday of each month.
Phone Allan on 0497 828 983.

Mount Inkerman — approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near
the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road,
which is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for
walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a
number of new safety barriers installed. | recommend visiting as
there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane
and other farms.

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth
Avenue, Home Hill on the first Saturday night of each month.

Pioneer Avenue Plaques — learn about the history of many of
the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading
the plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in
Home Hill’'s main street.

Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Tuesday
evening at the “The Vault” — the Choral Society Hall in Eighth
Avenue — from 7:30pm to 9pm. Everyone is welcome to join in.
Phone Erin on 0428 822 091

The Big Canecutters — Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds
(southern end of town across the railway line) to see the
representation of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin
district's sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane
harvesting.

Any corrections or comments on our town or services would be
appreciated. editor@homehillnews.com.au or
secretary@homehillchamber.com
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