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 Burdekin water on track to Bowen 

PLANS for a pipeline to take water 

from the Burdekin River at Home 

Hill to Bowen is continuing to move 

forward at a positive pace, after 

leaders of the Bowen Pipeline Com-

pany addressed an industry Break-

fast Meeting in Ayr on Wednesday, 

May 20 and further meetings in Ayr 

and Bowen aimed at encouraging 

land owners in the area serviced by 

the pipeline to signify their interest in 

signing on to the project. 

The Industry Breakfast was attended by Bowen Pipeline Company Direc-

tor, Sean Brown and Company Chair, Carl Walker, with Mr Brown telling 

those present about the project – a 182km water pipeline from the Burde-

kin River to Bowen, primarily following the Bruce Highway corridor. 

The privately funded project will deliver 100,000ml of water to a region 

that has no secure, reliable water supply and relies on the summer rain-

fall. 

Mr Brown provided an overview of the opportunity for land owners to se-

cure water in what has been described as a “once-in-a-lifetime private 

water infrastructure project that will see $700 million invested in the Bur-

dekin and Bowen regions”. 

Following the Breakfast, the Bowen Pipeline Company delivered presen-

tations in Bowen on May 20 and 28 and in Ayr on May 21 and 27 to com-

mence its water sales program, which they said was “the final hurdle to be 

jumped prior to the lodging of our Federal Government Construction 

Grant Application.” 

For the project to be considered by the Federals as a worthy recipient of 

funding, Mr Brown said the region needed to demonstrate both large wa-

ter demand volumes and significant numbers of water users. 

“The minimum water volume is 20ml, which could be shared by adjoining 

and nearby properties,” Mr Brown said. 

“In effect, water users will be paying 2025 prices for water that will be 

delivered in 2030.” 

After nine years of community effort to get this far, Mr Brown said they 

were seeking support for this final push to make the $750 million project a 

reality. 

“The goal is to secure Federal funding in the May, 2027 Federal Budget 

and to start construction in September, 2027,” he said. 

“Our locals First employment and supply policy is resonating strongly in 

the community.” 

June 2 crushing start 
THE sugar crushing season at 

Inkerman Mill in Home Hill will 

commence on Tuesday, June 

2—along with the remainder of 

Wilmar’s Burdekin mills at Invic-

ta, Pioneer and Kalamia– and 

Plane Creek Mill at Sarina.  

Wilmar Sugar and Renewables 

has confirmed the 2026 sugar 

production season start dates for 

its eight sugar mills, with the 

local factories scheduled to kick 

off on June 2, while all other 

sites will start a week later - Pro-

serpine Mill and the two Herbert 

factories – Victoria and 

Macknade Mills – are scheduled 

to start on June 9. 

General Manager Operations, 

James Wallace said the planned 

start dates were based on pre-

season crop estimates for each 

region, factory readiness and 

expected paddock conditions.  

“We've got a bigger crop than 

last year and we're keen to get 

the season under way to mini-

mise the risk of a late finish and 

the associated challenges of 

pushing into the wet season,” Mr 

Wallace said.  

“Our goal is to have all of our 

factories crushed out by mid-to-

late November.”  

General Manager Engineering, 

Istvan Torok said Wilmar’s 

maintenance season works pro-

gram was well advanced and pre

-season commissioning was 

under way.  

“We had large maintenance and 

capital programs to deliver over 

the past few months and this was 

only possible through the signifi-

cant efforts of our people and 

service providers," Mr Torok said.  

“Our programs covered improve-

ments across our factories, cane 

rail network and rolling stock.  

“As this maintenance season 

wraps up, our Engineering teams 

are preparing to support the 

crush and prepare for next year's 

works program.”  

General Manager Cane Supply 

and Grower Relations, Dave 

Zeller said this year’s crop was 

much larger than last year’s and it 

was important for the industry to 

make a strong, early start to the 

production season.  

“We’re estimating this year’s crop 

at 15.19M tonnes,” he said.  

“That’s about 960,000 tonnes up 

on last year's total throughput of 

14.23M tonnes and it’s also 

above our five-year average of 

14.95M tonnes.”  

Regional crop estimates for 2026 

are - Herbert 4.1M tonnes; Burde-

kin 7.97M tonnes; Proserpine 

1.67M tonnes; Plane Creek 

1.45M tonnes.  

Mr Zeller said loco driver training 

was now under way across Wil-

mar’s milling regions.  

“We’re reminding residents and 

visitors to take extra care on the 

roads and look out for cane 

trains.” 

He urged everyone to approach 

all cane railway crossings with 

caution and obey all signs and 

signals.  

Director Sean Brown speaking at the 

Industry Breakfast in Ayr 
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 THE majority of Burdekin Shire residents 

would be well aware of where the town of 

Gumlu is—unfortunately, the majority of 

Australians are also now well aware of the 

whereabouts of the township for all the 

wrong reasons. Two fatal bus accidents in 

two years involving international visitors has 

shone the focus on to Gumlu, just because it 

happens to be within cooee of where those 

incidents occurred. Just why those accidents 

occurred are going to be the subject of con-

jecture for some time, although a court has 

already determined that it was not the fault 

of the driver of the first bus involved, after he 

was acquitted of a number of charges re-

cently. Could it have been the fault of the 

standard of the Bruce Highway?—After all, 

the section of the Highway between Home 

Hill and Mackay has been determined in the 

past as one of the worst in the nation, with 

large distances boasting steep sides that 

were introduced during the last upgrade 

several decades ago, which prevent vehicles 

pulling over if in trouble with a flat tyre or 

whatever. If it is the standard of the highway, 

why aren’t our governments doing some-

thing about it NOW? What has happened to 

the billions of dollars supposedly allocated to 

upgrading the highway? According to reports 

from this year’s Federal Budget announced 

recently, large amounts of money has been 

allocated to the Bruce Highway but—

Surprise! Surprise! - this year’s major budget 

allocations has been allocated to projects in 

the south-east corner of the state. A lot of 

people did believe that, with a change of 

government in Queensland, there would be 

more money allocated to regional projects? 

However, that does not seem to include 

anywhere north of Rockhampton—where a 

majority of the money comes from in mining 

royalties. Our state has had a new govern-

ment for well over a year, but Home Hill 

must be one of the only towns, especially in 

the north, that has not seen our new Premier 

in that time. We know he has been to Ayr but 

we have to keep reminding our representa-

tives at all levels that we are not a suburb of 

Ayr. Even most of our councillors do not 

seem to want to have anything to do with the 

town, after only one—Cr Amanda Hall— was 

The finer points of Home Hill . . . 
FORMER Home Hill High School students 

are continuing to excel in their chosen ca-

reers as they move on to bigger and better 

things in the public eye. And that is particu-

larly so in the field of radio and television, 

with two broadcasters returning home in 

recent months to catch up with their Home 

Hill-based families. A couple of months ago, 

ABC sports broadcaster, Zane Bojack (Zano 

to some of his co-workers behind the micro-

phone) returned home with his young son to 

visit his parents, Bill and Merle Bojack. And 

at the end of May, it was another former 

student, Reece D’Alessandro, who was seen 

at Home Hill News & Coffee with owner, 

Shay Linton (pictured) as he made his pres-

ence felt with his partner and young daughter 

and his parents, Carlo and Ann-Maree, 

D’Alessandro. Reece made a name for him-

self as a teenager, while still at school, as he 

displayed his skills behind the microphone as 

an MC at various public events, including the 

local festivals. Reece can be seen regularly 

now as a state political reporter with Brisbane’s 

Channel Nine News, after earlier gaining expe-

rience on other programs. He probably won’t 

be seen on TV for a couple of weeks, as he 

continues to enjoy his family break.  

present at the May meeting of the Home Hill 

Chamber. Apparently, after asking for all 

questions to the Mayor to be put in writing 

one week in advance, which President Uli 

did, the chamber was advised that the Mayor 

and the councillors were not to be rostered 

on for the Home Hill Chamber in future. What 

happened to our elected government repre-

sentatives being open to public scrutiny? 

 

HOUSING—or the lack of it—is an important 

subject within all levels of government at the 

present time, with the need for more homes 

to be provided to meet the “Great Australian 

Dream” of owning a home or for rental pur-

poses. Our town has a changing population 

with many homes being placed on the mar-

ket and sold by the end of the following days, 

while we are aware of the price of rentals 

locally being an attraction for residents to 

move from nearby towns. However, it seems 

that new housing in Home Hill is not a target 

for the Burdekin Shire Council, judging by a 

presentation to an “Industry Breakfast” in Ayr 

on May 20, at which the Council’s Director of 

Infrastructure, Planning and Environmental 

Services outlined council’s plans for the 

“Residential Activation Fund” to “unlock new 

residential developments” - three project areas 

in Ayr, but none on the south side of the river. 

The only reference to Home Hill in the presen-

tation pointed out all the empty shops in the 

town and how flooding would prevent them 

being developed for housing. We know there 

are areas on this side of the river that are high 

and dry and could be open to housing develop-

ment—in fact one was put to the council many 

years ago but nothing came to fruition at that 

time. Another instance of the Council rates 

from the Home Hill community being put to 

good use in Ayr! A previous Council did open 

up former vegetable growing land successfully 

in the area east of the Home Hill High School, 

but that was in the days of divisions, when 

councillors considered the shire as a whole. 

 

WE cannot finish without proudly recognising 

the efforts of another former Home Hill stu-

dent—Adam Walton—who put up a strong fight 

over three and a half hours against former 

World number one Russian tennis player, Danil 

Medvedev and Adam came out on top in five 

sets, 6-2, 1-6, 6-1, 1-6, 6-4—and that was after 

being down 3-0 early in the fifth set. His whole 

game was on television as well.  A huge effort. 

          - DAVID JACKSON  
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 Enjoy these coming race days in Home Hill 

An enjoyable day out under the big trees at the 

Home Hill Race Track, as the Burdekin Race 

Club features these coming events— 

Future meetings:  
•  Saturday, June 27, 2026 

•  Saturday, October 31, 2026 (Derby Day) 

•  Saturday, February 13, 2027 

•  Tuesday, March 23, 2027 

A large program of local races, plus  

southern events—and with local  

bookmakers on course, a full bar and an 

excellent range of food options available 

Sugar review must put farmers first—LNP Coalition 
THE LNP Coalition has urged an 

upcoming review of Australia’s 

Sugar Code of Conduct to 

strengthen protections for cane 

growers across North Queensland. 

The Federal Government has 

launched a review into the code, 

which was introduced by the Coali-

tion when in government and 

which is due to automatically sun-

set after 10 years, unless renewed 

or remade. 

Shadow Minis-

ter for Northern 

Australia, Sen-

ator Susan 

McDonald said 

the Code of 

Conduct had 

played a critical 

role in protect-

ing growers 

from unequal bargaining power in 

negotiations with large milling com-

panies and should remain in place. 

“The Sugar Code of Conduct was 

introduced for a reason and it has 

proven effective,” she said. 

“Cane growers often have limited 

leverage when negotiating with 

large mills and the code provides 

important protections to ensure 

negotiations are fair and disputes 

can be resolved. 

“We do not want to see growers 

lose the safeguards that have 

helped deliver certainty and stabil-

ity across the industry.” 

Senator McDonald said the review 

also presented an opportunity to 

consider how the code may apply 

to emerging sugar cane products 

and the growing biofuels sector. 

“As the industry evolves into etha-

nol, biofuels and other value-

added products, it makes sense to 

consult growers and industry about 

whether sensible adaptations are 

required,” she said. 

“But any future changes must pre-

serve the strong protections al-

ready provided under the code.” 

Senator McDonald said upcoming 

shed meetings and industry con-

sultations would be an important 

opportunity for 

growers and 

regional com-

munities to have 

their say. 

Federal Mem-

ber for Dawson, 

Andrew Willcox 

MP said the 

review “must recognise that our 

cane farmers are the ones taking all 

the risk with mother nature, while 

dealing with massive global price 

fluctuations and rising input costs.” 

He said the code was designed to 

level the playing field and ensure 

that negotiations were handled in 

good faith.  

“We have already seen Labor leave 

regional Australians out in the cold 

in this week’s Budget and we can-

not afford for them to do the same 

with the Sugar Code. 

“As our industry evolves into biofu-

els, ethanol and other value-added 

products, the Code must evolve 

with it. We need to ensure that our 

cane farmers are rewarded for the 

innovation they bring to the sector, 

not just the raw product they deliver 

to the mill gate.  

“This review is 

the time to en-

sure the Code is 

fit for the future 

and provides a 

clear, fair path-

way for farmers 

to benefit from 

the emerging bio

-manufacturing 

and energy sector." 

Member for Burdekin and 

Queensland Minister for Regional 

and Rural Development, Dale 

Last MP pointed out that a dec-

ade ago, the Burdekin witnessed 

first-hand what can happen when 

that safety net did not exist and 

those crucial negotiations were 

left at a stalemate.  

“We cannot afford to see history 

repeat itself and our major indus-

try facing that level of uncertain-

ty, which is why I was proud to 

stand with our cane growers who 

played an integral part in devel-

oping the sugar code,” he said. 

“I would expect those stakehold-

ers to be given the same level of 

opportunity during this review 

process and their input to be 

given the same weight. 

“Just as it was identified in the 

Crisafulli Government’s recent 

bioenergy inquiry for our sugar 

industry to continue to prosper, 

we need a co-ordinated ap-

proach from all parties. This 

means having the regulation to 

support to provide our farmers 

with the certainty they need 

ahead of crushing season.” 

Senator Susan 

McDonald 

Dale Last, Member 

for Burdekin 

Federal Member 

for Dawson, 

Andrew Willcox 
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Home Hill Police Beat By Sergeant Sam Pyke,
Officer-In-Charge of

Home Hill Police Station

Crime—SUSPICIOUS persons/vehicles in Carstairs
and Groper Creek—
Some suspicious activity was noted at Carstairs and
Groper Creek over the last month. Home Hill Police de-
livered an operation addressing community concerns in
the area, by saturating the suburbs after dark with the
assistance of patrols by PolAir and Ayr officers. During
the operation, police did locate a stolen Mahindra Tractor
in the area. The tractor was stolen from Rita Island and
was driven across the dry river bank to the southern side
of the Burdekin. The suspect we have in mind does not
appear to be local and investigations are continuing.
It is a timely reminder to please report any vehicles/
persons that appear out of place in your normally quiet
neck of the woods. Please call Policelink on 131 444 or
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Bus Crash – Gumlu—
HOME HILL Police were first on the scene to the bus
crash at Gumlu (Bowen Police Division), which occurred
on Thursday, May 14, 2026.
Initial investigations indicate at approximately 4pm, a bus
with 29 people on board was travelling south along the
Bruce Highway from Cairns to Airlie Beach, when it left
the roadway and rolled onto its side. The crash claimed
the life of one passenger, with several other passengers
transported to Townsville, Ayr and Bowen Hospitals.

Operation Interpose—
IN APRIL, the Queens-
land Police Service
launched ‘Operation
Interpose’ to curb the
state's rising road toll
and to increase police
visibility on local roads.
The operation bridges
the gaps between the four major school holiday safety
campaigns by heavily targeting speeding, distracted driv-
ing and driving under the influence.

Home Hill Police will support the operation by increasing
enforcement within the division, targeting the fatal five.

Notices—
A REMINDER that Josie will be on leave from May 13, 2026
and returning on June 22, 2026. The station counter will be
closed for administration inquiries during that time.
If your matter is non-urgent and policing related, please
contact Home Hill Police Station (4782 1300) and we will
arrange a response.

For any inquiries relating to driver licensing or firearms,
please attend –

Queensland Transport functions—
• Online at—www.tmr.qld.gov.au;
• Ayr QGap (Ayr Courthouse), 163 Queen Street, Ayr -

8.30am-4.30pm.

Firearms—
• Online at—www.police.qld.gov.au;
• New Applications—Australia Post, 155 Queen Street,

Ayr – 9am-5pm;
• Renewals—Ayr Police Station,165 Queen Street, Ayr—

8am-3pm.
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(By Uncle Cyril) 

 

A Night at  

the Choir 

I AM not a complete philistine . . . I went to 

the ballet, once and I have been known to 

frequent the occasional Symphony Concert, 

but dancing—as Samuel Goldwyn once 

said, “include me out”.   

Apparently, I was going to the “Red Army 

Choir and Dance”. Her Indoors intimated 

that I would enjoy the music.  

Oh dear, I thought and hoped that some-

how, it would all get stuffed up. But no, a 

week later, I was handed two tickets for the 

Saturday night. I groaned inwardly, looked 

at the price of the tickets and groaned out-

wardly, not having wanted to buy the entire 

ensemble. 

A week later, the Bank rang me to say that 

they had a box at the Cowboys and would I 

like to go. I said that I would only be too 

pleased to get back a portion of their bank 

charges and which game would it be? Ver-

sus the Auckland Warriors on Saturday.  

You guessed it. Bugger, I thought, but then 

indicated to Her Indoors that I would not be 

able to accompany her to said Russian Far-

rago, as I had to go to the football.   

Well, it was a good try, but nonetheless, the 

Saturday in question saw me suitably tidied 

up in the Foyer of the Civic Theatre. 

Inside the place was packed and I reckon 

that I was one of the youngest there.  

On reaching our seats, a sea of grey and 

blue, 40 per cent of whom were male. I have 

to say that I have never seen such a misera-

ble collection of old buggers and so can only 

assume that, like me, they were there under 

orders.  

Anyway, the lights dimmed and the curtain 

went up to reveal 19 privates of the Russian 

Army and their conductor, the General, who 

proved to have a remarkable resemblance to 

Benny Hill.  

The music was provided by a band of eight 

who immediately went into some sort of 

dirge. The Choir accepted the tune, which 

revealed itself to be Advance Australia Fair 

and so, by degrees, the audience lumbered 

to their feet.  

The anthem finished, everyone sat down and 

another dirge, purporting to be the Russian 

National Anthem started and dragged every-

body to their feet again. 

The first half was mostly the Choir, with indi-

vidual members stepping up front to solo. My 

word, they could sing, but with 19 of them, it 

promised to be a long night. 

Then the dancers came out and did things 

quite wonderful and astounding and, in the 

case of the men, things that anybody else 

would not even contemplate attempting with-

out comprehensive medical insurance.  

The first half had about five minutes’ time added 

on, the lights went up and the old geezers stam-

peded to the bar, only to be dragged away for 

coffee by the old geezerettes. 

I sat there thinking to myself, I’ve nothing against 

culture. I like a bit of culture just as much as the 

next bloke.  

But on a Saturday night, when the Cowboys are 

at home, the cricket from South Africa is on the 

television, closely followed by the English soccer 

and the fridge is full of Fourex, all this is a bit over 

the top.  

The second half kicked off without any change of 

ends, with the dancers in some peasant costumes 

and the girls, especially, looked rather good. Any-

way, there was lots more singing and dancing and 

gymnastics of the kind that made me go “ouch.”  

Some of the tunes were recognisable, even by 

me, “The Carnival is Over,” but unfortunately, it 

wasn’t and “Midnight in Moscow” that didn’t sound 

a bit like the Kenny Ball version and then after the 

Grand Finale, the curtain came down and stayed 

down.   

A standing ovation and prolonged applause made 

no difference and a few minutes later we were 

outside, together with about 400 old geezers, who 

were suddenly looking very happy indeed. 

Back in the car park, we soon got out and as the 

drizzle came down, settled down to the journey 

home as the Australian openers set about the 

Sooth Efrikaens. 

What price culture indeed! 

THE installation of new interpretive signage 

at the heritage‑listed radar station at Char-

lie’s Hill, south of Home Hill, has been com-

pleted by the Burdekin Shire Council. 

The project, supported by funding received 

under the Queensland Remembers Grants 

Program, delivers important on‑site interpre-

tation at the former RAAF No. 211 World 

War II Radar Station and addresses a 

long‑standing gap where no signage previ-

ously existed.  

The new signage ensures the site’s signifi-

cant wartime history is accessible, under-

stood and preserved for current and future 

generations. 

Mayor Pierina Dalle Cort said the project 

was an important step in recognising and 

protecting the Burdekin’s World War II heritage. 

“Charlie’s Hill played a significant role in North 

Queensland’s wartime defence and this project 

ensures the history and contribution of the former 

RAAF No. 211 Radar Station is not lost over 

time,” she said. 

“Through the Grants Program, Council has been 

able to address a long‑standing gap at the site by 

providing informative, accessible signage that 

allows locals and visitors alike to better under-

stand the strategic importance of this location 

during World War II. 

The interpretive signage shares the story of the 

radar station’s strategic role during World War II, 

the radar technology used, daily life on the hill 

and its broader contribution to North Queens-

land’s wartime defence network. 

Six interpretive signs have 

been installed across the 

site, including -  

• A welcome sign introducing the Charlie’s 

Hill site and its heritage significance; 

• A primary sign detailing the history of No. 

211 Radar Station, its strategic wartime 

role, radar technology, daily life on the hill 

and its ongoing legacy; 

• An interpretive sign at the Eastern Receiv-

ing Igloo; 

• An interpretive sign at the Eastern Tower 

and Spotters Post; 

• An interpretive sign at the Western Trans-

mitting Igloo; 

• An interpretive sign at the Western Tower 

and Spotters Post. 

World War II Charlie’s Hill History Preserved 
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Music lovers throughout the Burdekin are invited to enjoy 
an afternoon of entertainment when the popular vocal 
group, Kindred Spirits, presents its annual concert, 
Musical Moments, on Saturday, 20 June.

The group is currently busily rehearsing for the event, 
which promises a wonderful selection of popular songs 
and musical favourites. With a varied program featuring 
something to suit every taste, patrons can look forward to 
an enjoyable afternoon of music and community spirit.

The concert will be held in the Minor Hall of the Memorial 
Hall Complex, with doors opening at 1.30pm for a 2.00pm 
start.

Adding to the entertainment will be a number of special 
guest performers, ensuring an afternoon filled with 
memorable performances. Guests will also have the 
opportunity to participate in a multiple-draw cent sale 
featuring a range of great prizes.

A delicious afternoon tea is included in the ticket price of 
$30, making the event a perfect opportunity to relax and 
enjoy quality entertainment while supporting an important 
cause.

All proceeds from the concert will be donated to Cancer 
Council Queensland to assist in its ongoing work 
supporting people affected by cancer and funding vital 
research.
Community members are encouraged to book early and 
support this worthy fundraiser while enjoying an afternoon 
of music, friendship and fun.
Tickets are available from members of Kindred Spirits or 
by contacting Ruth Stockdale on 0438 829 399.

Tickets  
$30

Afternoon tea  
included

Funds raised  
will support the 

Cancer Council 
Queensland

Tickets available 
from any  

Kindred Spirits 
member

The Kindred Spirits

Saturday, 20 June
Minor Hall,  

Burdekin Memorial Hall
Doors open 1.30pm  |  Concert commences 2pm

Contact Ruth Stockdale on  
4782 1399 for more information

Kindred Spirits to Present 
"Musical Moments" in Support 
of Cancer Council Queensland

Contact Us
President: Uli Liessmann
president@homehillchamber.com.au
0439 822 064
Vice President: David Jackson
vicepresident@homehillchamber.com.au
0417 731 089
Treasurer: John Clarke
treasurer@homehillchamber.com.au
0459 199 177
Secretary: Robert Antoniazzi
secretary@homehillchamber.com.au
0407 637 679
Exec Member: Erin Brennan
execmember@homehillchamber.com.au
0428 822 091
Editor: John Clarke
editor@homehillnews.com.au
0459 199 177



Page 7

The Home Hill Chamber of Commerce is pleased to 
welcome Jan Johnson as guest speaker at this month's 
Social and Networking Evening.

Jan is a long-standing member of Mundingburra Rotary 
Club and has devoted many years to community service, 
both locally and internationally. Through Rotary, she has 
been involved in a wide range of humanitarian projects 
across Africa and Asia, helping improve the lives of 
vulnerable children, families and communities.

Jan's presentation, "Jan in Africa 2025", will provide a 
fascinating insight into her recent travels through Africa 
and the life-changing projects she has supported. Her 
experiences include visiting Rwanda's mountain gorillas in 
their natural habitat, attending cultural ceremonies, and 
learning about the history and reconciliation efforts of 
Rwanda through a visit to the Kigali Genocide Memorial.

She will also share updates on the inspiring work being 
undertaken at Jifunze House in Kenya, a community 
project dedicated to helping vulnerable adults and children 
develop the skills and knowledge needed to improve their 
health, wellbeing and future opportunities. Jan has worked 
closely with a number of Rotary-supported initiatives that 
have provided education, training and essential facilities 
for people living in disadvantaged circumstances.

Jan's presentation promises to be both informative and 
inspiring, offering a unique perspective on international 
service, cultural experiences and the positive impact that 
dedicated volunteers can make around the world.

Members, guests and interested members of the public 
are warmly invited to attend and hear Jan's remarkable 
story.

June Guest Speaker - Jan Johnson

Local Tennis Star Stuns Former World Number One
The Burdekin has another reason to celebrate, with local 
tennis star Adam Walton recording the biggest victory of 
his professional career by defeating former world number 
one and Grand Slam champion Daniil Medvedev at the 
French Open.

Adam's remarkable achievement is the result of years of 
dedication, hard work and determination that began on the 
tennis courts of Home Hill in North Queensland.

By the age of 10, Adam was already travelling extensively 
throughout Queensland to compete in tournaments, 
regularly making trips to Cairns, Rockhampton and 
Brisbane in pursuit of stronger competition and valuable 
match experience.

His talent was evident from an early age. Adam 
represented North Queensland at the School Sport 
Championships from the age of 10 before moving to 
Brisbane to attend Churchie in Year 10. As a 12-year-old, 
he won the School Sport Championship in Rockhampton, a 
feat achieved by very few Northern Queensland players. 
Another North Queensland winner was fellow professional 
player JP Smith from Townsville.

Away from the court, Adam was also a high achiever 
academically. Balancing schoolwork with the demands of 
elite tennis, he would often catch two buses after school to 
train at the Queensland Tennis Centre. His commitment to 
both study and sport eventually led him to the University of 

Tennessee, where he played collegiate tennis while 
studying Kinesiology.

Adam's tennis journey was guided by several respected 
coaches. His early development was shaped by Arron 
Klumpp, while at Churchie he was coached by Ian 
Malpass, who has strong family connections to Home Hill 
through his father. Adam is now coached by Mark Draper 
in Brisbane.

Throughout his career, coaches have consistently 
identified Adam's greatest strength as his mindset. His 
determination to always give his best and his refusal to 
give up have been key factors in his success. As he 
matured physically, he also developed a powerful and 
reliable serve that has become a major weapon in his 
game.

Behind every successful athlete is a strong support 
network, and Adam's parents, Sherry and Ash Walton, 
have played a crucial role in helping him achieve his 
dream. The pathway to professional tennis is an 
expensive one, requiring significant travel, coaching and 
competition opportunities. Their unwavering support has 
helped Adam reach the highest levels of the sport.

His victory over one of the world's best players is a proud 
moment not only for Adam and his family, but also for 
North Queensland and the wider Burdekin community, 
who have followed his journey from promising junior to 
international tennis professional.
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THE Fashions on the Field again played a promi-

nent part in the annual Burdekin Growers Race Day, 

with a large number of contestants vying for the 

valuable prizes that were on offer in the various 

sections. 

The Burdekin Race Club was also able to advise 

that Racing Queensland was once again conducting 

the “Fashions from Afar” competition, alongside the 

Battle of the Bush Series in 2026. 

As part of that competition, the Female and Male 

Regional Winners would each receive a prize of 

$500. 

The Regional finalist in both the Male and Female 

categories will be invited to attend the Fashions 

from Afar Final to be held at Tattersall’s Tiara Race 

Day at Eagle Farm Race Club on Saturday, June 

27, 2026.  

Results of the various sections were –  

Millinary Masterpiece -  Nicole Stevenson 1, Oriana 

Poppi 2. 

Stylish Gentleman – Zylan Dalle Cort 1, Karl Luck 2. 

Showstopper – Monique Appi 1, Marnie Davidson 2. 

Classic Lady – Kymberlee Cockrem 1, Amanda 

Katsadoras 2. 

Best Dressed Couple – Nicole Stevenson and Dar-

ren Stone 1, Ashlee Turton and Ethan McLaughlin 2 

Showstopper placegetters, Monique Appi (first) and 

Marnie Davidson (second) 

Race Day fashions winners 

The  Great Northern Brewing Co Burdekin Cup was won by First Man, ridden by Tasha Chambers and 

trained by Joanna Hassett, pictured with a large group of happy owners

The  John Manzelman trained Odegaard (Aidan Holt) won the 2026 

Battle of the Bush Home Hill Qualifier Open Handicap, the final race 

on the day 

Growers Race Day powers on 
A HUGE crowd has again 

packed the Home Hill Race 

Course for the Burdekin 

Race Club’s biggest day of 

the year, the Burdekin Grow-

ers Race Day, featuring the 

Great Northern Brewing 

Company’s Burdekin Cup 

over 1830 metres. 

The Cup was the third of six 

races on the day and result-

ed in the Joanna Hassett 

trained four-year-old gelding, 

First Man, ridden by Ms Ta-

sha Chambers winning, 

ahead of top weight, Col-

leano (Aidan Holt) with Cash 

Artist (Natalea Summers) in 

third place. 

The racing provided a bo-

nanza for top jockey, Aidan 

Holt, who finished the pro-

gram with wins in the first, 

second and sixth races, as 

well as a second and third 

place in two of the other 

three races. 

However, the racing was not 

the only entertainment that 

kept the large crowd en-

thralled throughout the after-

noon, as the Brown Brothers 

Fashions on the Field drew 

numerous entries in all sec-

tions, while the Produce 

Challenge offered prizes in 

various categories including 

Best Rockmelon, Best Zuc-

chini, Best Capsicum, Best 

Eggplant and the Best Box. 

The Program started at 

9.30am with the judging of 

the Produce Challenge, 

while the official opening 

of the Race Day was in the 

hands of the Burdekin 

Race Club President, 

Ricky Gudge at 12.30pm. 

From that point, the pro-

gram, compered by radio 

personalities, Bek and 

Kate, offered an afternoon 

of the six races inter-

spersed with the an-

nouncement of the win-

ners of the various sec-

tions of the Fashions as 

well as the drawing of the 

many other prizes that 

were being offered to the 

crowd. 

One of the unique offer-

ings at the Race Day was 

the opportunity for the 

patrons to take home with 

them a box of quality Bur-

dekin-grown fruit and veg-

etables generously donat-

ed by local farmers – and 

many took that opportunity 

when the giveaway was 

opened up. 

From then on, the night 

belonged to Trent Bell, as 

he entertained the stayers 

into the night. 
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Trevor and Judy Elton have been recognised for their 
outstanding contribution to the Home Hill community after 
being nominated for Volunteer of the Year by Volunteering 
North Queensland as part of National Volunteer Week.
John Clarke from the Home Hill Chamber of Commerce 
was invited by Volunteering North Queensland to present 
the couple with a certificate acknowledging their 
dedication, leadership and vision in transforming the Home 
Hill Community Sports Club from a struggling organisation 
into one of the district's most active community hubs.
In presenting the award, John said he was proud to 
nominate Trevor and Judy in recognition of their 
extraordinary efforts in reviving the club. Prior to their 
involvement, membership had dwindled to just a handful of 
members, facilities were outdated, and the club faced the 
very real possibility of closure. At one stage, finances were 
so tight that the sale of the community bus was considered 
necessary to pay council rates.
Rather than seeing the club disappear, Trevor and Judy 
stepped forward and committed countless volunteer hours 
to rebuilding both the facilities and the community spirit 
that had long been a feature of the club.
Working alongside a dedicated committee and volunteer 
team, they organised working bees to improve the 
grounds, successfully secured grants for a new bowling 
green, installed carpeting throughout the hall to improve 
acoustics, obtained air-conditioning upgrades, and 
enhanced the overall appearance of the facility. They also 
personally contacted former members and encouraged 
them to return.
A major turning point came when the club secured a 
Queensland Government grant for the installation of a new 
bowling green. The modern facility has attracted new 
members and visitors and has become the centrepiece of 
a thriving community venue. Today, the club is financially 
secure and membership has grown to more than 40 active 
members, including families and younger players. The 
bowling club has recently hosted several major inter-club 
tournaments which have been oversubscribed.
Accepting the award, Trevor was quick to acknowledge 
that the club's success had not been achieved by himself 
and Judy alone. He thanked the many volunteers who give 
their time to maintain the facilities, organise activities, 
welcome visitors and help run the club's growing range of 
community programs.
The Home Hill Community Sports Club now offers 
activities throughout the week, providing opportunities for 

recreation, friendship and social connection for people of 
all ages.
Regular activities include:
• Monday: Light Exercise Group, 9:00am
• Tuesday: Trimmers, 9:00am
• Wednesday: Crafts Group, 9:00am
• Wednesday: Hot Shots Darts, 6:00pm
• Wednesday: Sausage Sizzle and Social Bowls, 5:30pm
• Thursday: Bingo, 9:30am
• Thursday: Club Bowls, 1:00pm 
• Friday: Hot Shots 8 Ball, 6:00pm
• Saturday: Social Bowls, 1:00pm
The club also hosts community meetings and private 
functions, including Home Hill Chamber of Commerce 
networking events, birthday celebrations, retirement 
functions, family gatherings and other community 
activities.
What was once a struggling club is now a vibrant gathering 
place where people can stay active, make friends and 
enjoy being part of the community. Through their 
leadership, Trevor and Judy have helped restore not only 
the club itself but also a sense of pride, belonging and 
connection within Home Hill.
The Home Hill Community Sports Club is available for hire 
for private functions and events. Enquiries can be made by 
calling 0478 642 515.
The recognition of Trevor and Judy Elton highlights the 
vital role volunteers play in strengthening local 
communities. Through their leadership, together with the 
efforts of a dedicated volunteer team, the Home Hill 
Community Sports Club has been transformed into a 
thriving community asset that continues to enrich the lives 
of local residents.

Trevor and Judy Elton Recognised
 for Outstanding Community Service
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THE Pioneer Avenue Restoration 
Project in Home Hill, preserving an 
important piece of the region’s 
heritage for future generations, has 
been completed.
The project has seen the restoration 
of all memorial plaques along 
Pioneer Avenue, adjacent to Eighth 
Avenue in the Central Business 
District, which recognises the 
founding families of the district. 
Originally installed in 1998, with 
additional plaques added in 2011, the 
display honours the significant 
contributions of early residents to the 
development of the Burdekin 
community.
As part of the restoration works, each 
of the plaques has been carefully 
refurbished to return them to their 
original condition. 
The plaques have now been 
reinstalled in their original locations 
on new, durable recycled plastic 
posts, replacing the previous timber 
supports that had deteriorated over 
time.
According to Mayor Pierina Dalle 
Cort, the project reflected the 
Council’s commitment to preserving 

local history, while ensuring the 
longevity of important community 
assets.
“Pioneer Avenue holds a special 
place in the Burdekin’s history, 
recognising the families who helped 
shape our region into what it is 
today,” Cr Dalle Cort said. “This 
restoration ensures their stories 
continue to be honoured for 
generations to come. 
“By restoring the plaques and 
installing them on more durable 
structures, Council has ensured this 
important heritage feature remains 
accessible, safe and visually 
appealing for residents and visitors 
alike.”
The project also enhances the 
presentation of Pioneer Avenue as a 
point of interest within Home Hill, 
supporting local tourism and 
encouraging residents and visitors to 
engage with the town’s rich history.
The Council thanked the community 
for its support during the restoration 
works and acknowledged the strong 
interest in maintaining and 
celebrating the Burdekin’s heritage.
Residents and visitors have been 

encouraged to visit Pioneer Avenue 
to view the restored plaques and to 
reflect on the legacy of the region’s 
pioneering families.

Pioneer Avenue Restoration Project Complete
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Uli Liessmann comments . . Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of  

Commerce President, Uli Liessmann  

reports on local issues of 

interest in the Home Hill district 

WELCOME to the New Format Newsletter . . . you know 

it’s getting harder all the time to write a newsletter, as long 

as I don’t mention local news and here you need to read 

between the lines. 

However, it is okay to mention sport, which I don’t.  

There are so many sensitive people with feelings out there 

that, at times, I’m not game enough to say anything on 

any subject, just in case I say something that is negative—

even though it is my opinion, as I have always stated at 

the bottom of this column. 

 

AS A result, I am going to write a few lines about some of 

the history of Home Hill . .  .I think that might be safe and I 

hope I get it right. If not, just let me know and I might 

change it for the better. If you are a new resident of Home 

Hill, here are some historical facts that you should, or 

would like to know about the town you now call home.  

The explorer, Dr Ludwig Leichhardt, named the Burdekin 

River after Mrs Mary Burdekin, widow of Thomas Burde-

kin, a businessman of Macquarie Street, Sydney. 

The original 1911 map was vastly different to what Home 

Hill looks like today. Information regarding the 1911 layout 

of Home Hill (4806) indicates that the early town plan fea-

tured numbered streets and avenues, a structure that has 

persisted in the town's development.  

Home Hill was named and surveyed in 1911 by R. A. 

Souter and Alfred Marshall.  

It was originally known as Inkerman, after Inkerman Sta-

tion, a near-by cattle property south of Home Hill.  

The streets in Home Hill, in the beginning when surveyed, 

were named from the Crimean War between the British 

Empire and Russian Empire. Interestingly enough, the 

map of Home Hill in 1911 showed the streets names and 

as a small example, Balaclava Street, which is now Fourth 

Street (a battle at a place called Crimea) now the 

Ukraine—even though the Russians don’t think so. 

The Avenues were named after some of Queensland Poli-

ticians, such as the Honourable Andrew Fisher, a Queens-

land Politician. At the time, one was named Fisher Avenue 

(now Third Avenue). Mary and George (King George V 

and Queen Mary his wife) each had an Avenue named 

after them (Ninth and Eleventh Avenue, respectively).  

Key Aspects of the 1911 Layout— 

Grid System: The 1911 map showed the initial layout of 

streets, with names including Eighth Avenue and various 

numbered streets (e.g. First Street, Tenth Street). 

Railway Influence: The town's development was intri-

cately linked to the railway station, with the name "Home 

Hill" potentially originating from a signwriter painting it at 

the station. 

Historical Documentation: Detailed cadastral maps, 

which display property boundaries and road names for this 

era, are held in Queensland government archives (1841

–2005).  

For a visual, you can explore the Queensland Histori-

cal Cadastral Map Series via the Queensland Open 

Data Portal, which provides digital scans of maps from 

that period.  

AFTER a long time and many requests, both verbal and 

in writing, the Council has now removed and trimmed 

some very big trees in Home Hill’s Memorial Park 

(pictured above and below) and, in the process, they 

were able to removal all the flying foxes in a controlled 

manner for a cleaner and safer environment.  

This was most welcomed by the public and the Home 

Hill RSL. 

These are my opinions and views only.  

To contact me, please phone (mobile) 0439 822 064  

  

       ULI LIESSMANN  



170 Arts on the Avenue – The Burdekin Artisan Community 
Association Inc invites you to inspect their display of various arts 
and craft forms at the Ashworths Rock Shop complex10am to 
5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9:30am to 1pm Saturday. 

Beachmount/Wunjunga – Visitors can move off the Bruce 
Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s 
beaches - Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel 
east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until 
meeting the sea in the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where 
tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings. 

Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge – part of the Bruce 
Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of 
bridge, which features five new panels detailing the pioneering 
sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early 
history.

Charlie’s Hill World War II site – about seven kilometres south 
of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war – 
Old igloos and gun emplacement still in place. 

Home Hill Golf Club – Join in the friendly atmosphere amongst 
the cane fields on Iona Road. 
(0467 566 448) 

Home Hill Tennis Club Monday night tennis fixtures 7pm;  
Tuesday Tennis coaching 3:30pm -  7pm; Friday social tennis 
8am;  Pickleball: Tuesday night 6:30pm. Saturday 7:30am; 
Sunday 3pm Competition Pickleball Thursday 6pm. 
Email: homehilltennis@gmail.com; 
Facebook: Home Hill Tennis (0447 384 441) 
To book a court: play.tennis.com.au/homehilltennis 

Home Hill Community Sports Club
Monday: Light Exercise Group, 9:00am; Tuesday: Trimmers, 
9:00am; Wednesday: Crafts Group, 9:00am; Sausage Sizzle and 
Social Bowls, 5:30pm; Hot Shots Darts, 6:00pm; Thursday: 
Bingo, 9:30am; Club Bowls, 1:00pm; Friday: Hot Shots 8 Ball, 
6:00pm; Saturday: Social Bowls, 1:00pm 
The Club is also available for hire. (0478 642 515)                                                                              

Burdekin Friendship Club – Fortnightly, on Mondays from 
9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr 
Fourteenth Street and Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $7 per person. 
Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided. Phone 
Esme 07 4782 1766. 

Groper Creek – worth a look as it is a unique small village – one 
of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the 
numerous fishing areas throughout the district – very popular 
with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over 
several months. 

Home Hill Friends and Neighbours Craft Group – meets every 
Wednesday, 9am to 11.30am at Home Hill Community Sports 
Club, Ninth Avenue, Home Hill for general craft activities and 
cooking tips. Cost $3 with morning tea. Phone 0427 804 129 for 
more information 

Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open 
throughout the summer months – 5.30am to 7pm, Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm 
Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday. 

Home Hill Service Clubs – The Home Hill Lions Club meets at 
the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month. The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 
Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each 
month and at the Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each 
other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both 
clubs. 

Home Hill RSL Sub-Branch meets at the Burdekin Memorial 
Hall meeting room from 7pm on the first Monday of each month. 
Phone Allan on 0497 828 983.

Mount Inkerman – approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near 
the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, 
which is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for 
walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a 
number of new safety barriers installed. I recommend visiting as 
there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane 
and other farms. 

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth 
Avenue, Home Hill on the first Saturday night of each month.

Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of 
the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading 
the plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in 
Home Hill’s main street. 

Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society – every 
Tuesday evening at the “The Vault” – the Choral Society Hall in 
Eighth Avenue – from 7:30pm to 9pm. Everyone is welcome to 
join in. Phone Erin on 0428 822 091

The Big Canecutters – Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds 
(southern end of town across the railway line) to see the 
representation of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin 
district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane 
harvesting. 

Any corrections or comments on our town or services would be 
appreciated. editor@homehillnews.com.au or 
secretary@homehillchamber.com.au 

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district
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