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Choral Society plans move to new home
THE Home Hill Choral Society
has commenced the move into a
new home, after completing negotiations to purchase the former
Community Bank building in the
centre of Home Hill’s Central
Business District.
After operating for many years in
what was a former Home Hill
CWA building in Ninth Avenue,
the Choral Society have successfully completed the purchase of
the former bank building with the
assistance of an interest-free loan
from the Burdekin Shire Council.
Choral Society members held
their first working bee at the building in August to start the clean-up
and alterations before making the
move into their new home.
The clean-up involves the removal
of large quantities of pigeon residue from both outside and inside
the building, while several cupboards and rooms inside the
building will be removed to open
up the front internal part of their
new home to allow them to continue to host their popular theatre/
restaurants throughout the year.
That will include a stage area with
seating and tables throughout the
front area to accommodate their
audiences and separate areas out
the back for male and female
dressing rooms, storage and a
kitchenette.
Choral Society President, Erin
Brennan said they were very excited with their purchase of the
building at 93 Eighth Avenue, right
in the main street.
“The current building we use is in
need of many repairs and access
for the public was becoming a
problem,” she said. “We have
been looking around for an alternate building to suit our needs.
“The new building will be a bit

smaller, but the maintenance required
will be less and access will be easier.”
Mrs Brennan said they do plan to put
in a wheelchair lift in the future.
“We hope to paint the new building
with something bright and hope it adds
a more positive vibe to our main
street,” she commented. “The choir
won’t be moving right away, as we will
be renovating and preparing the new
building, as well as having a large
jumble sale at the old venue.”
The Society President said they would
be advertising when the sale is on. “As
people will guess, we have accumulated a lot of stuff over the years (maybe

someone’s treasure).
“We will be having a rolling working
bee every Sunday afternoon from
2.30pm at the old hall, so if anyone
would like to lend a hand, come along.
“Currently, the Choral Society is practicing for their final show in their old
hall. The theme of the show is Doris
Day, with songs, like the Black Hills of
Dakota, Que Sera Sera and I am An
Indian, just to name a few.
“The planned dates for the show are
November 29 and 30 and December 6.
Why not join us at practices and enjoy
great fun and fellowship on Monday
and Wednesday nights at 7pm.”

ABOVE: Attending the first working bee at their new
building were (from left) President Erin Brennan, Pam
Clive, Robert and Lina Antoniazzi and Brian Giddy.
LEFT: President Erin Brennan officially opens the door to
the new building, while Pam Clive displays their letter box
highlighting their street number.
INSET TOP: The former home of the Choral Society,
which had previously been occupied by the Home Hill
QCWA.
INSET BOTTOM: The new home of the Home Hill Choral
Society in Eighth Avenue.

HOME HILL has missed out
again with the levy the state
government has placed on the
disposal of drink cans and bottles, with a site being set up in
Ayr to dispose of the empties
and collect the 10 cents offered
—but still nothing close enough
on this side of the river.
There is certainly no value in
driving to Ayr to dispose of a
collection of empty cans with
the money returned hardly covering the cost of the vehicle
costs to get there and back.
If the State Government is going to introduce such levies—
and they have certainly been
well received environmentally
— they should ensure that everyone is on the same level playing field before going ahead
with the policies.
Home Hill residents should
check with their favourite local
hotel in the town to see what
they are offering before driving
out of the town to make a loss.
Or they could also look for any
of the local fundraisers who are
collecting cans to raise money
for their own particular charitable purposes.
If you aren’t keen on making a
fortune out of your ten cents
return, there are other clubs
and individuals who would appreciate your support.
Hopefully, one day, the state
will look towards Home Hill residents gaining a benefit out of
the levy they are paying towards when they buy their favourite drinks.
SEVERAL years ago, the Ayr
Rotary Club introduced a fund
raising scheme that has proved
popular with local organisations
who can raise substantial
amounts of money just by getting out and selling raffle tickets—with all funds raised being
returned to the organisation as
Rotary bears the raffle costs.
However, some Ayr-based organisations are making it difficult for those on the Home Hill
side of the river—by regularly

The finer points of Home Hill . .
IT IS that time of the year when local
property owners of the shire have to
dig deep to find the money to cover
the annual rate notices issued by the
Burdekin Shire Council, which have to
be paid by the beginning of September.
Only the most optimistic ratepayer
would expect their rates notice to go
down, but that is very unlikely, especially on top of the increasing number
of levies that have been added over
the years—such as an environmental
separate charge of $10, a State Government Emergency Management
Levy of over $100 and a “waste levy
landfill charge” of $20.
They all add up—over and above the
usual levies for water, sewerage and
garbage collection that councils are

expected to undertake in their normal
day-to-day activities.
And the biggest of all is the rates for
the land ratepayers have their homes
on—in the case of many land owners
on the south side of the Burdekin, the
“minimum general rate” over and
above the valuation of the land,
That means payments are lifted to
what the council thinks ratepayers
should be paying over and above that
valuation of their land.
We have raised the issue of Home Hill
and other outside areas being hit with
higher rates in the past.
However, it would not hurt so much if
the extra payment was spent on the
Home Hill side of the river instead of
being designated towards upgrading
the central business district of Ayr.
The mess in Home Hill’s Central Business District badly needs being attended to, including areas of pigeon
droppings (as our photo shows) on
street corners and over footpaths in
front of our many empty shops.
A footpath sweeper would go a long
way towards improving parts of our
main street—and those in other parts
of the Shire as well.
Council needs to expand its view outside Ayr towards all other shire areas.

coming to Home Hill to sell their ticket
allocations against the many local
clubs trying to make a dollar in a smaller population base. If they had the
workers, Home Hill clubs could also
set up in Ayr—but it is a numbers
game, while also working against
those other organisations wanting to
make use of the same selling space.
We hope participating Home Hill clubs
continue to raise their much needed
funds with the support of Home Hill
residents. Maybe local shoppers
should ask if their $5 is going to be
spent back in Home Hill before they
hand it over to buy a ticket from an out
-of-town club.

your energy bills.
There are a lot of pets whose barks
are worse than their bites but they
make their presence felt when
strangers enter their property. However, they would more than likely lick the
meter reader to death than do any
other damage. However, we have
been told by the people who do the
count that it is necessary for such pets
to be locked up before the readers are
allowed to enter a property. Just tying
them up does not work—they have to
be locked up, so there is no chance
they can get away.
Some of the Ergon rules seem to be
over the top, but meter readers who
have been attacked would have different thoughts. Pet owners should take
extra care to ensure they do not lose
benefits that are hard earned to reduce their energy bill.
- DAVID JACKSON

LOCAL dog owners should take particular notice of the actions of their pets
when the Ergon Energy meter readers
front up every three months to read the
numbers that decide the amount of

Festival planning for program changes
THE Home Hill Harvest Festival is
working hard towards the start of
their annual celebrations, as planning comes into place for the many
events that fill the program over
several weeks.
Changes have been made this
year, which takes the Festival
away from the normal planned program over just over a week, with
events such as the Students Ball
moving to an earlier time to fit in
with young students’ studies that
take place around festival time.
The Harvest Festival Committee
has decided on a theme of “Reach
for the Stars” for this year’s event,
which should provide participating
organisations with a wide range of
ideas to plan for the various events
on the program.
At the present time, the Festival
Committee has received three
nominations for Festival Queen,
representing three of the organisations that have supported the Festival for the majority of the years
that is has been in existence.
The three candidates are -





Aailyah Calder, 18, representing the Home Hill Rotary
Club. Aaliyah enjoys dancing, musical theatre and
public speaking;
Danielle Chappell, 23, representing the Home Hill Lions
Club. Danielle has a love of
reading books, watching

Harvest Festival President, John Woods
Netflix and spending time with
her friends;



Ashleigh Guy, 23, representing
the Burdekin Netball Association. Ashleigh enjoys participating in Netball, hiking and the
outdoors.
The Launch of the 2019 Home Hill
Harvest Festival will take place in
Lloyd Mann Gardens on Friday, September 13 with the event being open
to the public.
Festival President, John Woods said
they were partnering with Sweet FM
for the event, which will be part of the
radio station’s twentieth anniversary.
Mr Woods said the announcement of
the winner of the popular Canefields

Ephemera, which started several
years ago, would be part of the
launch. “We have 11 entrants and
we will also unveil the latest piece of
artwork in Lloyd Mann Gardens that
night,” he said.
The Ephemera has proved popular
with the public since its introduction
to the festival program with a variety
of artistic talents on show.
The Festival President said they
would also be welcoming several
new sponsors this year, as well as
some regular ones.
“Evolution Mining is one new sponsor, as is the newly-opened Home
Hill Car Wash,” he announced.
“The Queensland Country Credit Union, Wilmar and the Burdekin Shire
Council have all provided the same
level of sponsorships as in previous
years.”
Other event sponsors providing their
support during the festival include
Complete Health and Evolution Mining in the Canefields Ephemera;
North Queeensland Hardfacing and
Burdekin Tyre Service as part of the
Town of Origin Tri Series at the
Home Hill High School; Brennan’s
Tyrepower for the Oktoberfest; Bendigo Bank for the President’s
Bowls; My Pets for the Pet Show;
Landmark for the Street Party and
Ergon Energy for the Festival Street
Parade.
Mr Woods said the Festival would be
purchasing new jerseys for the Rugby League senior teams competing
in the Tri-Series this year.

CROWN HOTEL—The Middle Pub—Home Hill
* BISTRO open
Monday to Saturday
for great meals for
lunch and dinner

Pool competition every
Thursday night

Friendly and helpful
staff to assist with all
your requirements in
our Bottlemart
Drive-Through

* Poker Machines
* Foxtel for sports
* Budget
accommodation

Our newly air conditioned
front bar area

Phone 4782 1007

Club allocated new race date
THE Burdekin Race Club has
been allocated a new race
meeting date for the current
racing year, following the
abandonment of the July race
meeting because of perceived inconsistencies in the
track surface.
Northern jockeys at the track
on the day refused to ride in
the strong five-event program, because of wet patches in two areas of the track,
forcing the meeting to be
abandoned.
The August meeting of the Burdekin Race Club was advised
that they had been allocated
February 15, 2020, for an extra
race meeting to compensate for
the loss of the July race date.
The February date is almost similar to the date that was lost
when the July date was added to
the Home Hill racing calendar for

Open now
for your
enjoyment

Chamber elects new
officers for 2019-20

Ravenna Davies (2) became the centre of attention for photographers as she sat on the Home
Hill Race Track with the Melbourne Cup trophy
during it’s recent visit to the north.
the current year.
It was previously changed because of
the regular loss of races caused by wet
weather at that time of the year.
It will be interesting to see if race meeting goes ahead on the same date in the
next wet season.

THE Home Hill Chamber of Commerce will start its new year with a
complete executive committee, following the election of new office bearers to carry on the work of the Chamber for 2019-20.
David Jackson will continue as President for another year, along with Vice
President Uli Liessmann and executive member, Erin Brennan.
New members of the Chamber executive include secretary, Andrew Wyeth, who has recently taken over as
manager of the Commercial Hotel in
Home Hill and Lisa Shepherd, who
has taken on the Treasurer’s role for
the next year.
After the initial annual meeting had to
be postponed because of the lack of
a quorum, the Chamber attracted a
good attendance to the second attempt at holding the meeting recently,
resulting in considerable discussion
on issues affecting the central business district and the town.

COMMERCIAL HOTEL
Eighth Avenue, Home Hill—Phone 4782 1078
OPEN 10am to 10pm, Monday to Sunday

COMING SOON!





MICK LINDSAY appearing on Saturday,
November 16
SEAHORSE RACES to start on Friday,
September 13—hosted by former
Licensee, Gary Stapleton;
TAB opening—before the Melbourne Cup.

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!







RAFFLES—Friday, 7.30pm; Sunday—4pm.
POOL COMPETITION—Every Wednesday from
7pm—First place $100; second place, six-pack of
beer.
SPIN 2 WIN—Thursday from 4pm to 6pm.
CHASE THE ACE—Saturday 4pm to 6pm—
Jackpots weekly.
9 BALL CHALLENGE on Wednesdays (after
the pool competition). Sink all the balls to win the
jackpot.

Drop empty cans and bottles for recycling into the RED recycling bale
All proceeds to Gumlu Primary School to assist their Outdoor
Education Program (Sending kids to camp)

Burdekin Motor-Inn

Bridge Bar Café Steak House
Open 10am till 2pm, Monday to Friday
We are just a phone call away on 4782 1511
if you would like to get together
when we are closed

FRIDAY NIGHT
and SATURDAY

THURSDAY NIGHT
— from 6pm —

is GRILL NIGHT

is ROAST NIGHT
Home-made soup —
Assorted meats and veggies —
plus Home-made sweets

All for $22
Buffet-style or Table Service

Coffee is available from 7.30am —
Phone 4782 1511

Buffet Salad and Veggie Bar
Always open unless booked
for a private function
For all your bookings
phone 4782 1511
Catering for Weddings, Wakes,
Parties and Gatherings
New Menu is coming to Our Café

The Café is open from 9 am till 2pm,
Monday to Friday
for Eat-In or Take Away

New on our Grill night
Crumbed Steak— Beef Cheeks
and our Hot and Spicy Prawns

Saturday by Bookings - Open ATM

Check out our three-course $30
Special each Friday Night

Christmas is coming fast
We are receiving bookings for
Christmas Parties

Book early

Liessmann & Sons

Burdekin Region Mills

Plumbing & Gas Fitting

Week 12 ending August 24, 2019

HOME HILL — Phone 4782 1612
* CEMENT * PAINT * TIMBER
* PLUMBING & GAS SUPPLIES
* POTTING MIXTURE * ALL FERTILISERS
* L.P. GAS SALES
1 Fourth Street, Home Hill —Email: liessmann@bigpond.com

Jimmy’s Handyman
& Fencing Service






Painting
Tiling
Fencing
Lawn & Garden Service
Repairs & Maintenance





MASTER 5 MED 2
FIRST AID INSTRUCTOR
MARINE RADIO (LROCP)
INSTRUCTOR

Weekly Production Figures

Cane crushed This Week
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin
CCS
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin

149,763
73,315
77,346
88,528
388,952
15.03
15.25
14.83
15.03
15.03

Season to
Date
1,400,923
768,964
776,442
826,704
3,773,033
14.18
14.50
13.98
14.32
14.24

Comments —
A total throughput of 389,000 tonnes of cane
were crushed across the Burdekin’s four
mills in a week that included a scheduled
stop at Pioneer Mill.
The highest CCS sample for the week was
18.1 from a rake of Q240 plant cane recorded in the Pioneer area.
There is a scheduled stop planned for Kalamia Mill on Tuesday (27 August).
The average weekly CCS for the Burdekin
exceeded 15 units for the first time this season.
Please remember to use your train brain
when approaching cane railway crossings.
Cane trains run 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, and cannot come to a quick stop.
Approach all cane railway crossings with
caution and always give way to cane trains.
Please report any flashing light issues
through the 1800 number displayed on the
poles at our active crossings.
Peter Luke, Cane Supply Manager,
Burdekin Region

The Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce acknowledges and
appreciates the
support of
Wilmar Sugar’s
Inkerman Mill
with the printing of
the Home Hill News.

Councillor
comment . .
Cr Uli Liessmann reports on council
activities –
COUNCIL needs to recognise the cost of rates—not
just to farmers but to all ratepayers!
It’s going to be a rough ride, fasten your seatbelt, with
the cost of living forever going up and wages not keeping pace. It is not a good outcome for a large number in
the community.
Yes, I keep going on about basic practical community
infrastructure—drains, water and shire roads. Maintaining these services is an ongoing priority and an economic burden that has to be addressed at all times by
fewer ratepayers.
Many roads throughout the district lack line marking—
this makes for unsafe driving.
I spoke to Senator Mathias
Cormann, Federal Minister for
Finance (pictured with me at
right) and MP George Christensen, Member for Dawson
about one major problem in
front of the Home Hill Surgery
in Eighth Avenue.
The problem is about people
getting in and out of their cars
with great effort, because of
the very steep chamfer. The feedback I got was positive. This is not a major project, but it will do a lot of
good.
This is a Main Roads problem, with the help of council.
We will need to lobby the government strongly and often to get this problem fixed.
It was a long battle and now the town clock is back and
working after five months (but who is counting?). The
end result is positive and the town might get another 10

Crushing at half way mark
The Burdekin is the first of Wilmar’s milling regions to
reach the halfway mark for the 2019 crush.
Regional Operations Manager Paul Turnbull said the Burdekin mills passed the milestone this week and had
crushed close to 4 million of the district’s forecast 7.98
million tonne crop.
“We have manufactured about 570,000 tonnes of raw sugar so far this season.
“It has been a huge effort from our crews in the mills,
workshops and locos so far and we’re working hard to
complete the crush in a safe and timely manner,” Mr Turnbull said.
Cane Supply and Growers Relations General Manager
Paul Giordani has urged residents and visitors not to become complacent around cane rail crossings.

years out of the clock.
The Home Hill Choral Society has acquired the old Bendigo Bank building. Their high standard of entertainment
will make this an exciting venture for the town, so make a
date and turn up for the next great show. Well done,
guys!

Maybe we should show some patriotism and raise the
right flag at the Comfort Stop (above) —the Australian
flag?
You are not going to believe this—the project to upgrade
Sixteenth Street, after many workshop meetings, consulting with ratepayers on how council should go about this
upgrade, trying to make everyone happy—well this project has been canned! Another big knockback to the ratepayers of Home Hill. The upside is underground drainage
pipes have been installed.
The red tape of bureaucracy just drives me, as a ratepayer and as a councillor. I see many problems that affect
the general public on a daily basis, plus you would think
that I would have the ability to fix or get the problem fixed.
The reality is quite different and at times quite frustrating,
especially coming from a business background.
These are my views only.
To contact me, please phone (mob) 0439822064 or email
councillor.liessmann@burdekin.qld.gov.au or
www.uliliessmann.com.au .
- ULI LIESSMANN

Where to get your coffee fix in Home Hill . .
COFFEE lovers in Home Hill have several options to
gain their coffee fix in the town whenever they need it.
Burdekin Motor Inn’s Coffee Lounge
and Café is open from 9am to 2pm or order by phone on 4782 1511 from 7.30am,
with home-made cheese cakes, burgers,
wraps, meals and lamingtons. They also
offer Iced Coffee “made the old-fashioned
way”.
Crown Hotel has coffee available from
10am on a daily basis, with the added incentive of a variety of cheese cakes and
Gluten Free cakes to choose from.
Dee & Vee’s Takeaway complements
their menu with tasty coffee seven days a

week. Meals and coffee are available Monday and Tuesday from 10am till 2pm; Wednesday and Thursday from
10am to 7.30pm; Friday from 10am till 8pm;
Saturday from 11am till 7.30pm and Sunday
from 4pm till 7.30pm.
Home Hill Newsagency provides their selfservice “I Love Coffee” facility, at $3 per cup.
They are open from 5.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, from 5.30am to 1pm on Saturday and from 5.30am to 11am on Sunday,
The Home Hill Olympic Swimming Pool is
open in pool hours for local residents and visitors alike to meet their coffee desires from the
pool entry area from 5.30am to 9am and 1pm
to 6pm daily throughout winter.

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district
Home Hill Harvest Festival— Events take place from the launch at the Ephemera in Lloyd Mann Gardens on Friday, September 13
through to the Parade and Street Party on Saturday, November 9.
170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisans Community invite you to inspect their display of various arts and craft forms at the
Ashworths Rock Shop complex from 10am to 5pm each day from Wednesday to Friday and 10am to 2pm Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea
in the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.
Burdekin River and the Burdekin bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;
Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from
February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529).
Burdekin Toastmasters hold their dinner meetings at The Crown Hotel on the first and third Thursday of each month.
Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418
783 799 for details of how to participate.
Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old
igloos and gun emplacement still in place;
For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Course (4782 1632—amongst the cane fields
on Iona Road), at the Home Hill Bowling Green (4782 1185—in Ninth Avenue); or at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the
centre of the Home Hill Race Track.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the winter months.
Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month.
The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.
Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.
Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill every Saturday evening;
Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the
plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street
Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the Choral Society Hall in Ninth Avenue—from 7pm to
8.30pm. Everyone welcome to join in.
The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.
Comments on our town or services would be appreciated, Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com

