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Australia Day Shire honours
TWO Home Hill residents and the Home Hill High School
have been recognised as part of the annual Australia
Day awards presentations held at the Burdekin Memorial
Hall on Monday, January 27.
Isabella Linton of Home Hill was jointly named as a winner of the Junior Sports Person of the Year, along with
Kiera Wiseman of Ayr, while Zoe Bonanno, also of Home
Hill, was nominated in the same section.
Isabella Linton is a multi-talented athlete, who enjoys a
range of sports and shows extreme dedication and determination. Bella competed in shotput at the NQ Track and
Field Trials, where she was first in the 13 year girls, setting a new NQ record. She was selected in the NQ team
for the Schools State Championships in October 2019
and received a Gold Medal in the Under 13 year Girls
shotput and qualified for the Queensland team. In December 2019, Bella represented Queensland at the Australian Schools Championships in Perth where she won
gold in the Under 14 female shotput. Bella placed third in
Australia for shotput the previous year. Bella has represented Burdekin Netball at the State Age Championships
and locally, she was named age champion at Home Hill
High School in swimming, while representing her school
at the Burdekin Cross Country Trials. Bella has set new
records in discus and shotput at a school level.
The Home Hill High School proudly accepted the Shire
Environmental Award from Mayor Lyn McLaughlin.
Through a variety of endeavours, the High School has
made an outstanding contribution with regards to the
environment in the local community.
Citizen of the Year, John Furnell
with the acquisitive art prize
which was presented as part of
his prize

Each year, the Student Council take part in
the Clean Up Australia event and help clean
up the streets of Home Hill. The School has
arranged for recyclable bottles and cans and
‘Lids for Kids’ to be collected at school and
have an arrangement for all containers from
the Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade
project worksite to be collected for the Containers for Change scheme. Students in all
year levels are encouraged to consider the
environment and practice sustainability.
- Continued on Page 4

Junior Citizen joint winner, Isabella
Linton of Home Hill.

Draw from a hat decides
Christmas Lights winner
THE annual Home
Hill Chamber of Commerce Residential
Christmas Lights
Competition was so
close to call that the
judges resorted to
drawing a winner
from a hat in the lead
-up to the town’s
Christmas celebrations.
Chamber Vice President, Uli Liessmann
said the judging committee had narrowed
it down to a final ten
homes with names
“drawn out of the hat
at the Christmas Carols night held at the
Comfort Stop”.
The winners were
The Kelly Family, of
Fourth Street, Home
Hill, although Mr
Liessmann said all
the local residents
were winners.

The Kelly Family of Fourth Street, Home Hill
proudly show off their trophy received for winning
the Residential Christmas Decoration Award in
Home Hill.

INTEREST still seems to be low at
this stage from prospective candidates to contest the March elections
for the Burdekin Shire Council.
Even though a date for nominations
to be submitted has not yet been
officially advertised, only one name
has been made public from prospective candidates in the local community, with current councillors also seemingly reticent to immediately indicate
their future at the council table.
With prospective new councillors
lining up for a tilt at a position, they
should be aware of new state legislation that was designed to eliminate
corruption in councils within the state,
that has resulted in the sacking of
some councils?
The “Belcarra Legislation”, as it is
known, has come in for published
criticism through concerns that the
changes could result in vexatious
complaints being made by a councillor against another.
Should that happen, such complaints
would be directed to an independent
assessor who would determine if the
complaints are referred to a tribunal.
That could take some time, resulting
in the elected official spending more
time trying to defend himself than
they would doing the job they were
elected to do.
In our many decades of reporting
local council meetings, councillors
could readily debate issues relevant
to the Burdekin Shire, even tear each
other apart— but they could still go
out and have a drink together afterwards, once they had decided what
was best for the shire as a whole.
With the possibility of being considered guilty of a charge until they
prove themselves innocent, there
does not seem to be much hope of
councils moving ahead as one under
such rules, with animosity possibly
reaching new highs.
THE imbalance of planned spending
on Ayr compared to the rest of the
Shire by the current council seems to
be continuing, with an announcement
that $7.2 million could be spent on

The finer points of Home Hill . .
local waterways around the Shire had been
THE Burdekin Shire’s prayers for rain were
answered at the end of January, as recordings inundated, resulting in localised flooding of
roads and properties. A request has also be
of up to 600mls were reported after less than
made that “anyone impacted by this morning’s
24 hours of heavy rain, that cut the Bruce
localised flooding is asked to lodge their inforHighway in both directions from Home Hill
mation with Council’s customer
along with Plantation
service team on 4783 9800”.
Creek on the south side
There were homes in Home
of Ayr. The rain left
Hill that were inundated with
areas of Home Hill and
water and that was worsened
district under water,
by motorists who insisted on
including the western
forcing their way through the
side of the main railway
flood waters at speed without
line, while the area
The southern entrance to Home Hill
any consideration of the impact
around the Burdekin
and the flooded race course where the
their bow waves were making
Race Club resembled a
Bruce Highway to the south was cut.
to flooded homes. Council
major lake— and it
could consider having signs ready for such
resulted in the town becoming a haven for
roads to advise offenders to find another route
heavy transports prevented from continuing
at such times. It was also noted that once again,
their journeys in both directions. The local
“panic buying” existed with all local suppliers of
LDMG reported that a significant number of
milk, bread, meat etc. running out of supplies.
roads in the Shire had been affected by localWith roads cut for less than a day, there seems
ised flooding and while all major rivers and
to be little point to such buying frenzies.
catchments remained at a reasonable height,
another park in Ayr.
The announcement made it clear that no council
funds have been pledged to complete any of the
30 key projects in the Anzac Park precinct for
the council’s sport and recreation infrastructure.
However, whatever future councils decide on, to
come to fruition in the project, even if one million
dollars was to be spent per year on staged construction, with increasing costs, it would mean
there would be up to 10 years of major development in Ayr and very little in the rest of the Shire.
Extensive funds have already been spent in Ayr
over the last couple of years and with a major
development also planned on that side of the
river for an extension of the industrial estate,
only one part of the shire is going to go ahead in
that time, while the rest of the Shire will still be
contributing their rates to it all without seeing
anything in return.
Surely future councils should be looking at developments in others areas, including Home Hill,
to ensure that the whole shire progresses over
that development period. What does the council
have planned for Home Hill, Giru, Clare etc. for
the future — all candidates should make their
thoughts known in the coming election period.
CONGRATULATIONS should go to all those
shire citizens who were nominated for awards in
the Australia Day Awards ceremonies—whether

they were the overall winners or not.
There are a large number of residents of the
Shire who contribute a considerable amount of
time and energy towards the betterment of our
part of the nation and it is important that they
are recognised, even though they did not have
success with the major award.
In fact, it is to be hoped that the nominees of
those who were not successful do take the time
to again submit their names next year, so that
they are still in a position to be named in future
years. And that goes to the many young people
who were nominated—they are the future of
this Shire and they should be encouraged to
carry on their good work in whatever field they
are moving forward.
Nominees should also consider submitting
names for higher honours for those who were
named as major award winners.
The Burdekin District has a small number of
residents who have received an Australian
Honour, such as an OAM, while other areas
are regularly ensuring the names of local residents are among the hundreds being announced on Australia Day and the Queens
Birthday each year for the various honours
available under the Australia System of
awards. If you know someone who is deserving, submit their name for consideration.
- DAVID JACKSON

Cool conditions for local racing
WHAT better way is there
to spend a hot Saturday
afternoon than by attending a Burdekin Race Club
race meeting and taking
advantage of the cool easterly breezes that blow
across the nearby cricket
fields, through the betting
ring and under the prominent Rain Trees on course.
There might not have been
a large crowd at the January 11 race meeting, but
those who were there enjoyed the natural cooling
weather on what was a
particularly hot summer
day.
However, the summer
weather conditions did not
stop owners and trainers
from throughout the north
supporting the race meeting, with the first race of
the five-event program being the only one that did
not attract a full field of
nominated runners.
In fact, several emergencies were scratched because of the large fields
that were nominated.
The five events on the program were evenly contested, with several jockeys
claiming the honours, although Martin Haley finished the day on top with
one win and three sec-

onds.
Haley claimed a victory in the
final event of the day, the General Nediym Class B Handicap
over 1460 metres, while he
gained second placings in the
first three events on The Flash
One in Race One, Ta Chanson
in Race Two and Scaramouche in Race Three.
Jockey Frank Edwards was
successful on two winners—
Exceeding Assassin in the
second race, the Houtzen
Class B Handicap over 1000
metres and on Chic Sox in the
Snipper Benchmark 60 Handicap over 1180
metres.
Other winning
riders were Bonnie Thompson in
the first event and
Scott Sheargold

in the third race, while
Dakota Graham recorded a second and two
thirds from her rides on
the day.
The Burdekin Race
Club will host its next
meeting on Saturday,
February 15, 2020 and
again on Saturday, April
18, 2020.
The biggest event of
the year for the local
club, the Burdekin
Growers Race Day, will
be held on Saturday,
May 16, 2020.

ABOVE—Frank Edwards returns to the saddling enclosure on Exceeding Assassin in the second race in Home Hill ahead of Martin Haley on
Ta Chanson and (BELOW) Scott Sheargold wins the third event on
Duke of Cleveland ahead of Scaramouche (Martin Haley).

Gambling
benefits
TWO groups near to Home
Hill have been successful
in gaining part of almost
$405,000, which will help
community and sporting
groups in the Burdekin
electorate to continue their
invaluable work.
Member for Burdekin, Dale
Last said the latest round
of funding from the Gambling Community Benefit
Fund would be used for a
wide range of projects
throughout the electorate
and he praised the successful groups for their
foresight.
“The Gambling Community
Benefit Fund is all about
strengthening our communities and all of the groups
in the electorate who have
received funding definitely
identified ways that the
funds would benefit not
just their members, but the
wider community,” he said.
Successful applicants
included $29,793 to the
Gumlu State School to be
used to purchase IT equipment and $29,122 to the
Burdekin SES to Install
solar and upgrade lighting.

CROWN HOTEL—The Middle Pub—Home Hill
* BISTRO open
Monday to Saturday
for great meals for
lunch and dinner

Pool competition
every Thursday
night

* Poker Machines
* Foxtel for sports
* Budget
accommodation

Our newly air conditioned
front bar area

Friendly and helpful
staff to assist with all
your requirements in
our Bottlemart
Drive-Through
Phone 4782 1007

Australia Day recognition
Continued from Page 1—
As a Reef Guardian school, the school students volunteer as Reef Guardians and have
inspired others to reduce, reuse and recycle
through various initiatives. The school chaplain was also inspired to take the Reef Guardians' lead by replacing plastic throwaway
cups with re-useable cups. As an
'Agribusiness to Gateway School', partnerships have been forged with a number of
groups and Home Hill High has been heavily
involved in environment-related initiatives.
The School Science Centre, which includes
the aqua lab, hydroponics, water tanks and
solar panels produces vegetables/red claw
used from paddock to plate.
The Citizen of the Year Award was presented
to Ayr resident, John Furnell, in recognition of

his varied activities throughout the Shire. He
appeared with the Home Hill Choral Society
earlier in the Awards program during their
on-stage performance.
John readily offers his time and talents to
various organisations in a constant endeavour to give back. He is a member of the
Burdekin Community Association, Men’s
Shed, Walkers and Roadrunners Club,
Home Hill Choral Society and Suicide Prevention Community Action Plan Group. He
is the Current President of Friends of the
Theatre and the 2020 Chair of Relay for
Life. Ms Linda Mitchelson was also nominated for the award.
The winner of the Junior Citizen of the Year
was Sarah McDonnell, of Ayr, who was
nominated along with Calem Saxby.

Accepting the Home Hill High School’s
Environmental Award were (back) Principal
Frank Kingma and (front, from left) School
Captain Clinton Gosling, Indigenous School
Captain Tamika Kelly and School Captain
Laura Loizou.

Strong support for Night of Christmas Cheer
THE Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce has again hosted a successful Night of
Christmas Cheer at the
Home Hill Comfort Stop
drawing one of the largest
crowds to the event since its
inception two years ago .
The Christmas Carols night
was well supported and the
thanks of the Chamber went
to everyone who put in the
effort for the night to be a
success..
The entertainment was provided by the Burdekin Brass
Band and the Home Hill
Choral Society, with many in
the audience joining in the
singing of popular Christmas Carols,
including the many children who were
present in the family groups.
Thanks also went to the Home Hill Lions Club, who played their part with a
great sausage sizzle and the provision
of drinks, which kept everyone well
nourished.
The annual Residential Christmas Decoration Trophy was presented during
the evening with the judges saying
they were impressed with the many
residents who entered into the spirit of
the occasion and put forward a variety
of colourful displays.

The Choral Society (above left) entertaining part of the large crowd with the help of
the Burdekin Brass Band (below). (Home Hill Choral Society photos)

Burdekin Motor-Inn
Bridge Bar — Restaurant/Cafe
Eighth Avenue Home Hill—Phone 4782 1511

Café open from Monday to Saturday—9am to 2pm
Coffee available from 7.30am

February 14
Enjoy a Seafood Platter for two
— lots to choose from

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Eat-In or Take Away
Crumbed Steak/Chicken Schnitzel
and much more

THURSDAY NIGHT
Roast Night

NOW AVAILABLE
Home-made Cheese
Cakes, Tarts and Slices
Home-made Scones
And much more!

Soup—Buffet, Meat, Pork and all the For all your catering
needs—
trimmings—and Sweets
All for $22
Weddings
Book early and enter into the draw
Birthdays
for a free Thursday night meal
Wakes
and any other
FRIDAY and SATURDAY NIGHT
celebrations
Grill Night
Buffet, Salad and Veggie Bar

We are only a phone
call away— 4782 1511

Society prepares for first show at “The Vault”
THE Home Hill Choral Society
has entered into heavy practice mode as they prepare for
their first show to be presented
in their new home in Eighth
Avenue.
The Society last year purchased the former Bendigo
Bank building in the centre of
the Central Business District
as a new headquarters to replace the former facility adjacent to the Burdekin Memorial
Hall, that had previously been
occupied by the Home Hill
QCWA for many years.
The Society held their final
show in what was then known
as the “Choral Society Hall” at
the end of 2019, when it was
announced that their new

LEFT— An
artist’s impression of what the
Home Hill Choral
Society’s new
home, “The
Vault”, could look
like, once the
final designs of
the new frontage
are approved
ahead of its official opening.
home would carry the name,
“The Vault”
A competition was held for a
name for the choir’s home and
they received about five entries,

Classified Advertisements

Liessmann & Sons
Plumbing & Gas Fitting

HOME HILL — Phone 4782 1612
* CEMENT * PAINT * TIMBER
* PLUMBING & GAS SUPPLIES
* POTTING MIXTURE * ALL FERTILISERS
* L.P. GAS SALES
1 Fourth Street, Home Hill —Email: liessmann@bigpond.com

Jimmy’s Handyman
& Fencing Service






Painting
Tiling
Fencing
Lawn & Garden Service
Repairs & Maintenance

with the winner being Kris Brennan.
His entry said the name reflected part of the
building’s past and it was a strong name to
build onto the future of the choir going forward.
The name and building drawings were presented at the Society’s last show in their former
building and it was well received.
The first show to be highlighted at the Society’s new premises is entitled, “Remembering
Doris”, featuring the popular hits of Doris Day.
The show is to be presented at “The Vault” on
Friday and Saturday, March 6 and 7, commencing at 7.30pm each night; on Saturday
night, March 14 commencing at 7.30pm and
on Sunday, March 15, commencing at 1.30pm.
Because of the limited seating, bookings will
be essential. Tickets are available from members
of the Choral Society or from Brennan’s
Tyrepower (4782 1166).
It is planned to hold an official opening of “The
Vault” prior to the first show in March.
Choral Society President, Erin Brennan said
they were busy renovating the inside and
would work on the outer area during the next
year and hopefully have it completed in 2021,
as they celebrate 90 years of operations.

The Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce acknowledges and
appreciates the
support of
Wilmar Sugar’s
Inkerman Mill
with the printing of
the Home Hill News.

Uli Liessmann
comments . .
Uli Liessmann reports on local issues –
THE Home Hill Chamber held a very successful
Christmas lights competition and I was impressed with
the many people getting into the spirit and, with great
effort, came up with some great light displays.
It was a hard call to pick a winner, so the judging committee narrowed it down to a final ten and the winner
was drawn out of the hat at the Christmas Carols night
at the Comfort Stop.
The winners were the Kelly family in Fourth Street— In
fact all the lights displayed by all the locals were winners.
The Christmas Carols night was well attended and
thanks go to everyone for making the effort for this
great night.
There is no party without music and that was supplied
by the Burdekin Brass Band, with the Home Hill Choral
Society doing the vocals—with many locals signing

Part of the large crowd that turned out for the Chamber of Commerce Night of Christmas Cheer at the Comfort Stop.

along and I know the kids just loved it./
Thanks to all who took part, including the Lions Club,
who played their part with another great sausage sizzle
and provision of drinks, which kept everyone happy.
The free rubbish dump days at the end of November
were a great success, leading up to the coming cyclone
season—which I hope we will miss out on, but the rain
we need.
I would like to suggest that the Burdekin Chambers of
Commerce in Home Hill and Ayr invite the whole board
of the Lower Burdekin Home for the Aged (LBHA) to a
community meeting some evening in the very near future.
The reason for the meeting would be to give the LBHA
Board an opportunity to explain the circumstances for
the Board being in the position they were in. The meeting would also give the Board the opportunity to explain
where they are considering putting the surplus funds.
The process of selling the community-owned Homes for
the Aged appears to have been lacking community
transparency up till now. A meeting would solve some
of these issues at least.
The Home Hill Chamber of Commerce looks forward to
a positive response from L.B.H.A. Board. The date and
time of the meeting would need to be sooner rather
than later.
Another positive move for
Home Hill was the painting
of the old vacuum pump
(pictured) just down from
the Burdekin Bridge in the
Diorama Park. The exercise
behind this project was to
create a talking point and
visual impact and this has
been achieved, to such an
extent that the public wants
the old cane harvester
painted with the same colors. No prosperity without
jobs.
These are my views only.
To contact me, please phone (mobile) 0439 822 064 or
go to www.uliliessmann.com.au
ULI LIESSMANN

Virtual Reality at Information Centre
A NEW experience at the Home Hill Gateway
Information Centres is expected to drive an improved wave of tourism to the area.
An SS Yongala Virtual Reality Experience was
installed at the Home Hill Centre recently inviting
visitors to experience one of the best-ranked dives
on Earth without donning a wetsuit.
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said the VR installations
would provide another reason to spend time in the
Shire and make the underwater experience acces-

sible to people of all abilities.
“We are incredibly excited to be launching the SS
Yongala Virtual Reality Experience – not only is it
unique, but it will provide a further economic boost
through trips booked to the dive site itself,” she
said. “The installation is of a high calibre and will
be enjoyed by locals as much as tourists.”
She encouraged all locals to drop in and not only
take a virtual dive down to the SS Yongala, but
meet the team of dedicated tourism volunteers.

Visitors experience the SS Yongala Virtual Reality Experience.

Where to get your coffee fix in Home Hill . .
COFFEE lovers in Home Hill have several options to
gain their coffee fix in the town whenever they need
it.
Burdekin Motor Inn’s Coffee Lounge and Café is open from 9am to
2pm or order by phone on 4782 1511 from 7.30am, with home-made
cheese cakes, burgers, wraps, meals and lamingtons. They also offer
Iced Coffee “made the old-fashioned way”.
Crown Hotel has coffee available from 10am on a daily basis, with
the added incentive of a variety of cheese cakes and Gluten Free
cakes to choose from.
Dee & Vee’s Takeaway complements their menu with tasty coffee
seven days a week. Meals and coffee are available Monday and
Tuesday from 10am till 2pm; Wednesday and Thursday from 10am to
7.30pm; Friday from 10am till 8pm; Saturday from 11am till 7.30pm

and Sunday from 4pm till 7.30pm.
Home Hill Laundromat (Comfort Stop) Self Serve “Esspresso Essentials" facility at $3 a Cup—Open from 6.15am to 9pm, seven days
per week.
Home Hill Newsagency provides their self-service “I Love Coffee”
facility, at $3 per cup. They are open from 5.30am to 5.30pm, Monday
to Friday, from 5.30am to 1pm on Saturday and from 5.30am to 11am
on Sunday,
Rise and Grind with coffee at the Commercial Hotel, Home Hill—
from 7.30am Monday to Saturday and 8.30am Sunday.
The Home Hill Olympic Swimming Pool is open in pool hours for
local residents and visitors alike to meet their coffee desires from the
pool entry area from 5.30am to 9am and 1pm to 6pm daily throughout
winter.

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district
170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisans Community invite you to inspect their display of various arts and craft forms at the
Ashworths Rock Shop complex from 10am to 5pm each day from Tuesday to Friday and 10am to 2pm Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea
in the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.
Burdekin River and the Burdekin bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;
Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from
February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529).
Burdekin Toastmasters hold their dinner meetings at The Crown Hotel on the first and third Thursday of each month.
Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418
783 799 for details of how to participate.
Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old
igloos and gun emplacement still in place;
For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Course (4782 1632—amongst the cane fields
on Iona Road), at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or the Home Hill Community
Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers multi sports including Bowls, Soccer, Pin Ball Gaming and Pool.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.
Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month.
The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.
Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.
Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill every Saturday evening;
Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the
plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street
Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the Choral Society Hall in Ninth Avenue—from 7pm to
8.30pm. Everyone welcome to join in.
The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.
Comments on our town or services would be appreciated, Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com

