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Join the effort to fight virus
RESIDENTS of the Home Hill community
have been urged to play their part in the
fight against the Coronavirus (COVID-19)
as the nation as a whole virtually shuts
down in a joint effort to fight the Pandemic.
The Home Hill News will not be listing all
the rules and regulations set by all levels of
government, as they are continually changing and could be quickly out of date in a
monthly newsletter.
However, everyone has been urged to
follow the simple rules that will assist in
bringing the world-wide virus under control.
Everyone is asked to be aware of social
distancing to reduce the spread and, where
possible—
* Avoid large gatherings of people (people
can be contagious before they even know
they have the virus);
* Stay 1.5m away from others, which reduces the chance of being infected immensely;
* Do not shake hands - it is easy to unintentionally transmit the virus from your face to
your hands and then to others.
As we move into unchartered waters on the

Coronavirus COVID-19 and the Australian
Government’s national response continually
evolves, Federal Member for Dawson,
George Christensen has encouraged people
to heed the advice of the experts in relation
to personal hygiene, movements, social
gathering and testing.
“We all have a part to play in stopping the
spread of this disease and protecting the
most vulnerable in our community and in the
tough times ahead, I would ask that you
consider others,” he said.
“The best place to seek advice on current
arrangements, symptoms, what to do etc. is
via these websites—Federal government
health information, Primary Health Network
and Queensland Health.
“These sites provide comprehensive information which is continually being updated.”
State Member for Burdekin, Dale Last said
that while it is important not to panic, he
wanted to let everyone know that all levels of
government were working co-operatively to
address this issue.
“I have no doubt there will be severe and

potentially horrible outcomes from the virus
but, if we all work together, we can reduce the
severity,” he said.
“Please take this threat seriously and implement the appropriate precautions to minimise
exposure and the risk of catching this virus.
“Basic precautions such as washing your
hands, washing your raw food before eating
and regularly wiping your devices are all simp le ta sks th a t a re l i fe sa vin g .”
Mr Last said that one thing that was very important in times like these was ensuring people have the facts.
“In some ways, the situation is similar to a
cyclone or flooding. Incorrect information can
put people at risk and it can lead to panic that
doesn't help in any way.
“If you would like up-to-date, factual information, visit the websites that are regularly
updated and explain what is happening and
what you need to do.
With the advent of many new regulations from
State and Federal authorities, many events in
the Burdekin have been shut down or had
Continued on Page 3

Mayor returned with four new councillors
THE
Burdekin
Shire
Council will return for the
next four-year term with
the years of experience of
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin at
the helm and with four
new councillors who will
all be starting their careers
in local government.
At the time of publication,
Cr McLaughlin held a
comfortable lead in the
race for Mayor, compiling
4279 votes (with 78.55 per
cent of the vote counted),
ahead of business woman
and former councillor, Pierina Dalle Cort on 2992
votes and Jerona resident,

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin
Larry Bradford with 2007
votes.
After 75.35 per cent of the
vote for councillor had
been recorded, Cr Sue
Perry led the race for the

first of the six councillor
positons with 6042 votes,
ahead of John Furnell on
5510, Max Musumeci of
Home Hill on 5369 and
Michael Detenon on 5137
votes.
Dr Kaylee Boccalatte was
in fifth position with 5016
votes, while former councillors, John Bonanno on
4591 and Uli Liessman on
4452 were fighting out the
last position at the council
table.
Future Councillors Furnell,
Musumeci, Detanon and
Boccalatte are all new to
Local Government.

Former councillors, who
are out of the race for a
position included John
Woods with 3443 votes
and Tony Goddard with
3121 votes.
Cr Ted Bawden did not
seek re-election.
Also unsuccessful in their
quest for a position were
Scott Sibson with 3570
votes, Brendan Ford on
2873, Carli Harvey on
2438
and
Lorelle
McShane on 2324.
Counting was continuing
at the time of publication
and the final result was
not available at that time.

WHEN we commenced the Home Hill
News, our intention was to promote
all the events and activities that were
taking place in and around the Home
Hill community on a monthly basis.
Unfortunately, the advent of COVID19 over the past month or so has put
paid to those intentions this month—
in fact, most of our news is relevant to
what is not happening, as the everincreasing Lock-Down rules and regulations are curtailing the lives of everyone from our small community
through to those living in the largest
cities.
And the message is the same everywhere—do the right thing, obey the
social isolation and if there is a need
to keep yourself away from everyone
else, DO IT for the betterment of the
community as a whole.
Our ability to travel whenever we
want to has been taken away from us
and many of the activities that we
have taken for granted all our lives
(like a barbecue with family and
friends in the backyard) have been
removed by the necessary regulations being imposed by Federal and
State Governments in an effort to
eliminate the virus as quickly as possible. Not doing what is required will
only extend the time that we remain in
Lockdown.
And the panic buying that has been a
feature of the crisis right from the start
is not helping in any way to alleviate
those problems that currently exist for
all ages.
Along with all authorities, we can only
encourage everyone to stick to the
shopping habits that they have used
for a lifetime and it will result in their
being plenty for everyone.
Who would have thought that we
would be looking at a situation where
workers in a supermarket loading
dock would be held up for their toilet
paper supplies. UNBELIEVABLE?
THE Local Government elections
went ahead last Saturday, despite
protests throughout the state about
the vote taking place when regulations associated with the Coronavirus
were so tight.

The finer points of Home Hill . .
OUR biggest hope
with the current
Coronavirus outbreak is for local
residents to ensure they give as
much support as
they can to Home
Hill
businesses
that are still open within our central
business district.
It is a difficult time for those businesses that have been forced to close,
such as our three hotels—but they
are still offering services through their
kitchens with takeaways just a phone
call away (as advertised by the Crown
Hotel in this issue) while other services—from the provision of a pizza
through to a full weekly grocery
shop—can be accessed through the
town’s take-away businesses as well
as through the IGA Supermarket.

There is no need to
access a pizza from
Ayr when there are
several Home Hill
outlets that will delight your tastes—
and our local supermarket is just as
competitive overall
as any out-of-town Supermarket.
A reminder also that the staff serving
you are only doing their jobs—if you
have a problem, don’t take it out on the
staff. Instead take it to someone with a
higher authority who can do something
about it.
The Home Hill Chamber of Commerce
has also supported those businesses
advertising in the Home Hill News by
offering them free advertisements for
the next three months to help them get
their message across during these difficult times—Please support them!

Tens of thousands of voters took the opportunity to have their say in the weeks ahead of the
big day, which in turn resulted in those who left
it to the voting Saturday found in most cases
that they were turning up to vacant polling
booths without the usual hold-ups (and no sausage sizzles either!)
While the vote count was still continuing when
this issue of The Home Hill News was being
printed, there seemed to be little doubt that
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin has been returned to
lead the council for the next four years along
with Councillors Sue Perry and John Bonanno.
That means there are four new councillors to
take the Shire forward, with John Furnell, Max
Musumeci, Michael Detanon and Kaylee Boccalatte filling the positions left by John Woods,
Tony Goddard and Uli Liessmann, along with
Ted Bawden, who did not seek re-election.
Uli Liessmann, who was in a tussle with John
Bonanno for the sixth position, will be a big loss
for Home Hill, because of his efforts to stand up
for the town at a time when the majority of former councillors favoured spending large
amounts of money on projects in Ayr.
Mr Liessmann was not backward in coming
forward with his views, which tended to upset
both ratepayers and his fellow councillors, but
he was not afraid to express his point of view,
even if it meant standing on some corns.
There is a lot to be done apart from spending

seven million dollars on a park in Ayr and it is
to be hoped there are some among the newlyelected councillors who will look at much needed priorities for the Shire, such as cleaning up
Home Hill’s CBD and the numerous drainage
problems around the community.
ANZAC DAY around the nation may be cancelled but there is still the opportunity for residents to remember those who paid the supreme sacrifice in conflicts around the world.
As we have reported elsewhere in this issue,
Home Hill RSL Sub-Branch leaders have ideas
moving ahead for a replica Dawn Service at
6am at the Cenotaph, with up to four RSL
members and a Bugler to play a part in honouring the Day without the large crowds that normally attend.
And local residents are encouraged to participate by standing at the front of their home
driveways at the same time to pay their respects.
Many people decorate the front of their homes
at Christmas time—how hard would it be to
place something out the front of local homes (a
slouch hat on the letterbox, flying an Aussie
Flag or something with a defence force theme)
just to say “I will remember them”?
COVID-19 has put a stop to the day—it shouldn't put a stop to our memories.
- DAVID JACKSON

Support crucial for local businesses
SUPPORT local businesses
wherever possible – that is the
plea from the Burdekin Shire
Council as small businesses
are impacted by a drop in customers.
A combination of fewer visitors
to the region and local residents
isolating themselves as much
as possible has resulted in
businesses across the Shire
already noticing the effects of
COVID-19.
Council Economic Development
Officer, Eliza Lovell said, with a
significant drop in visitors to the
region, it was crucial for locals
to show their support for local
businesses.
“With limitations on nonessential mass gatherings taking effect in the past weeks, it

became immediately obvious
the events and arts industries
would be noticeably impacted –
however feedback from all other
sectors is that self-isolation is
limiting their revenue as well,”
Mrs Lovell said.
“It has never been more important to buy in the Burdekin.
We are in a very fortunate position, with local businesses having the time to put extra hygiene
and sanitisation measures in
place to ensure they do their
part to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 before it reaches our
Shire, so I encourage residents
to support local whenever and
wherever it is safe and healthy
to do so.
Mrs Lovell said there were ways
to support local businesses

from home such as purchasing
items on local websites, while
other businesses were introducing innovative new ways to
reduce face-to-face time
through home delivery, encouraging contactless payment and
further adaptations such as
service windows so customers
can remain outside the business if they desire.
“These businesses aren’t the
big corporations that will easily
bounce back from an event
such as this; they’re your
neighbours, your family and
your friends.
“They’re the people who have
backed our local community
groups and sporting clubs with
sponsorship for years and now
it’s up to all of us to show how

much our community does appreciate them.”
The Council Economic Development Officer said that for all
businesses, events, community
groups and sporting organisations locally, Council would be
distributing a survey to assess
the impact of COVID-19 on
revenue in the Burdekin.
“This data will be essential in
collating figures so that Council
can request support from all
relevant agencies as quickly as
possible.
“The Burdekin is open for business. Locals are encouraged to
take reasonable measures to
ensure they are healthy before
visiting any local business and
ensuring businesses adhere to
all relevant hygiene guidelines.”

Events cancelled as virus hits home
Continued from Page 1
their operations curtailed.
The Burdekin Shire’s iconic ‘Sweet Days
Hot Nights Festival’, which draws large
crowds to events at the former Home Hill
Showgrounds, has been cancelled for 2020.
The Burdekin Growers Race Day has also
been cancelled, even though race meetings
planned for April and the May event will go
ahead with only trainers, strappers and
racing officials in attendance.
The Burdekin Shire Council has closed
further venues and facilities, including play-

grounds and public barbecue amenities, following the latest National Cabinet directions to
slow the spread of COVID-19.
Council spaces and facilities now closed until
further notice include—Home Hill Swimming
Pool; Boat ramp camping; Home Hill Library ;
Burdekin Memorial Hall; Funny Dunny Park;
Public barbecue facilities; Public playgrounds,
and Public skate parks.
Walking trails, parkland and beaches remain
open, including those to keep active and
healthy while in isolation. Residents are also
reminded to never gather in groups of more

than two people, adhering to social distancing
guidelines at all times.
A large number of local businesses also remain open offering essential services, however have limits on the number of patrons in
their venue at any one time. Call ahead to
see if you can buy what you need over the
phone to save time and the handling of cash.
Queensland Health remains the lead agent in
slowing the spread of COVID-19. Visit
health.qld.gov.au for the latest information
and advice. For information on Council facilities, contact Customer Service on 4783 9800.

CROWN HOTEL—The Middle Pub—Home Hill
Call in and see
our friendly staff
for your favourite
drinks and
Take-away
Pizzas
and Meals

Phone
4782 1007 to
place your
order— to be
collected in
the Bottle
Shop Drive
through

Choral Society begins life at ‘The Vault’
THE Home Hill Choral Society has
commenced its new life at ‘The
Vault’ in Home Hill’s Central Business District with an opening night
and a series of performances entitled “Remembering Doris Day”.
Having moved from their former
home beside the Burdekin Memorial Hall in Ninth Avenue, the Society members displayed their talents with the songs of Doris Day
and a series of hilarious skits that
kept audiences entertained over a
number of performances over two
weekends in March.
The opening night program also
featured the cutting of a celebratory cake by Choir members to recognise the official opening of ‘The
Vault’, as well as the James Stewart Hurney Memorial Music Trust
Kitchen, which was opened by
Home Hill Lions Club Trustees,
Ron Brennan and Jim Gist.
After purchasing the former bank
building in 2019, the Choral Society was successful in obtaining several grants and donations for the
renovations and specialised items
that were required.
A considerable amount of “blood,
sweat and tears” from Society
members and family resulted in
the project being brought to fruition.
The opening of ‘The Vault’ comes
ahead of the Choral Society celebrating its 90th year in 2021.

Choral Society members cut the celebration cake at
the opening of ‘The Vault’

Angela and John Torrisi showed their support for
the Choral Society at the opening of ‘The Vault’ in
March.

Choral Society members, Erin Alloway (centre) with longserving singers, Betty and Bill Lucas at the celebrations
after moving into their new home in Eighth Avenue.

Choral enthusiasts, Marie Finn and
Ruth Stockdale joined the crowd at
‘The Vault’ for the opening.

Lions Club Trustees, Ron Brennan and
Jim Gist officially opened the new
kitchen at ‘The Vault’.

President Erin Brennan was presented
with a Piggy Bank to help with collecting
funds for development of ‘The Vault’.

Groper Creek tourism season looking bleak
APRIL was fully booked at Groper
Creek Caravan Park.
However, with the Queensland borders now shut to combat the spread
of Coronavirus (COVID-19), the
park is facing a bleak tourism season.
Groper Creek Caravan Park Managers, Dan and Jeanette Garvey
said, at this stage, caravan parks
and accommodation providers were
exempt from facilities, which have
so far been forced to close.
“We just took over management of
the park in October and the park
has never looked better – we were
eagerly looking forward to our first
tourism season but it looks like being a fizzer,” Mrs Garvey said.
“We were fully booked out from
April through to September, but the
cancellations have been coming in
daily, with our regular grey nomads
unable to travel.
“Groper Creek is their second home
– they stay here for months on end
supporting our local businesses
and this income is really going to be
missed, especially in Home Hill’s
already suffering community.”
With only a few caravans in the
park for the start of tourist season,
Mrs Garvey said all visitors were
taking the necessary precautions to
social distance themselves from
each other
”What better place to self-isolate
than Groper Creek?” she said. “Like
everyone else, we are taking all
precautions disinfecting – we’re all
anxiously waiting to see what happens.”
Coronavirus has been another blow
for the Home Hill Boat Club, with
the club hit hard by last year’s monsoon and then unprecedented
flooding rains earlier this year
washing out parts of the Groper
Creek Reserve.
“We are still waiting to see if Mosquito Creek is going to be rocked
and stabilised but in the meantime,
the Burdekin Shire Council has
restabilised and repaired two sites,
which were washed out,” Dan Garvey said.
“Council has been great – we’ve

ABOVE—Repair works being carried out on caravan park sites at Groper Creek.
still got some minor road repairs
and the amenities here are scheduled to be upgraded within this
year’s Budget, so we’re hoping
works will kick off soon, especially
while no one’s here.”
Known for his wit, Mr Garvey (aka
Dan The Fisherman) has been
keeping locals amused with his
“special” Groper Creek COVID-19
Isolation Rules (pictured).
“We’ve implemented special social
distancing rules of maintaining
three legal barra lengths apart
when fish filleting and no one is
allowed to anchor within 500 metres
of my boat – you have to have a
laugh among all the seriousness,”
he said.
- Jeanette Garvey

BELOW—”Special” Park Isolation Rules in
operation at Groper Creek during COVID-19, as
stipulated by Park Manager, Dan Garvey.

Together We Can Conquer Corona

Anzac Day commemoration plans
DESPITE Anzac Day Services
‘Last Post’ is played.
being cancelled throughout
“Raymond Petersen has offered
Australia on Saturday, April 25,
to play the ‘Last Post’ and we
plans are being put in place by
hope to have the other four peothe Home Hill Sub-Branch of
ple participating, if it is allowed,”
the RSL to hold a small cerehe said.
mony around the time of the
“Otherwise, it will only be two
Richard Kelly
Dawn Service to maintain a
people plus the bugler.”
commemoration that has been held Because of the COVID-19 regulain the town since last century.
tions, it will not be a public event to
Sub-Branch President, Richard Kelly ensure it does not draw a large crowd.
said his idea was for four people and Mr Kelly said local residents were also
a bugler to be at the cenotaph at 6am encouraged to stand at the front of
on Anzac Day, with one person on their driveways of their homes at 6am
each corner of the Cenotaph and one on that day to honour those who gave
each side of the path at the recom- their lives in the defence of freedom in
mended distances apart, while the various conflicts around the world.

New Coronavirus rules limit local church services
PARISHIONERS of St Helen’s Anglican Church (pictured) in Home Hill
attended their last church service for
the foreseeable future on Saturday,
March 21, following the decision of the
Federal Government for Church Services to cease because of the ongoing
Coronavirus.
Warden of St Helen’s, Alf Shand said
members of St Helen’s were invited to
attend that last service, even though
they had to sit apart during the service. He said there were now a few
conditions that apply to other services
that may be held in the future, with
funerals being one that has changes in
their conduct with regards to numbers.
In advice to all Anglican Churches in
North Queensland, The Right Revd.
Dr Keith Joseph, Bishop of North
Queensland, had envisaged that Sun-

day services and regular services would
cease by the end of March.
“Clearly, how we operate after that time
will depend on public health restrictions,” he told the local Anglican
community.
However, he provided details of how it
may be possible for them to conduct
some Church services if they needed to.
Dr Joseph recommended that all baptisms be postponed.
“The only exception to that is an emergency baptism (that is, the baptism of a
person in danger of death). However,
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but by their nature, such
baptisms were rarely public
and were not considered to
be a church service but
rather a pastoral intervention.”
With regard to weddings,
he recommended that all
weddings be postponed.
“Where the couple need to
go ahead with it (for example because of legal or
immigration requirements),
then it must comply with all
public health requirements
including spacing. It would
be best if we talked about it
first - my direction will be
that such weddings should
have a minimal guest list
consisting of immediate
family and closest friends
only.”
Right Revd. Dr Joseph said
it was clear that funerals
would need to go ahead.
“Funerals are limited to 10
people. I have been advised that Funeral Directors
are setting up the funerals
then leaving to wait outside, so the 10 people are
the minister and immediate
family. This limit applies
both in the Church or

Chapel and at the graveside.
“Where a funeral went
ahead, it was suggested
that the family be offered
the opportunity to have a
full memorial service when
life returns to normal or on
the anniversary of death.”
With regard to other Services, the Bishop said if
they needed to be conducted, the Parish should contact him and discuss it prior
to being given approval.
The Bishop said there
would be pastoral interventions such as Holy Unction
(“Last Rites”), Emergency
Baptism and praying with
the sick, the lonely or dying.
“These are, of their nature,
very personal and not public worship services and no
approval is needed.”
Local church-goers can
enjoy Easter Services
through a link to Services at
the Ascension Church,
Townsville (Anglican Church of
the Ascension Heatley (https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIDWQJd5gYJCvX-5Nq8NXqA)

which Mr Shand said
“would be worth watching”.

The Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce acknowledges and
appreciates the
support of
Wilmar Sugar’s
Inkerman Mill
with the printing of
the Home Hill News.

Racing to continue— but without the crowds
RACING will continue over the coming
months on the Home Hill Race Track, but
without patrons, bookmakers and horse owners, as the Burdekin Race Club follows a
directive from Racing Queensland that as
from Monday, March 16, all TAB and nonTAB meetings across the state will be conducted without patrons until further notice.
Even though it is rare for the Burdekin Club to
attract anywhere near 500 patrons on a normal race day, the Federal Government’s advice that all non-essential organised gatherings or more than 500 patrons be cancelled to
manage the spread of COVID-19 has confirmed that all future meetings will be limited
to key race-day personnel.
The one Burdekin Race Club meeting that
does attract a large crowd annually, the Burdekin Growers Race Day, has also been cancelled – an emotional decision made at a
recent special meeting of the local club after
many hours had already been put into preparing for the popular event, which attracts thousands of North Queenslanders to the track
each year.
Under the directive from Racing Queensland,

access will be permitted to
licensed participants who
have a horse engaged at
the meeting, along with
essential club, QRIC and
RQ staff, broadcast services, approved accredited
media and associated staff
required to conduct racing Burdekin Race
activities, including veteri- Club President,
narians and ambulance Ricky Gudge
services. Access will not be
permitted to the general public, owners or on
-course wagering providers.
Burdekin Race Club President, Ricky Gudge
said their priority was the health and wellbeing of their community participants and volunteers as COVID-19 becomes an increasing public concern. “The whole of Australia is
facing very uncertain times ahead and we,
the Burdekin Race Club, are not exempt,” he
said. “As a club, we have been faced with the
daunting prospect of having to make some
extremely difficult decisions, which are extremely heartfelt for the core of our club. It is
with great regret that we have reluctantly

decided to cancel the Burdekin Growers
Race Day 2020.”
Mr Gudge said that despite the decision, the
club’s racing will proceed in order to provide
support to the country racing community.
“If our patron-free ban is lifted prior to May
16, we invite you all to come along and enjoy
the running of the Burdekin Cup, 2020.”
Race Club members at recent meetings
have highlighted the importance of supporting owners and trainers in the north by maintaining race meetings and ensuring there is
continuing prize money available.
Because the Burdekin Club lost its February
meeting, Racing Queensland has provided
more prize money for the club to add extra
races to its next two meetings in April and
May, as well as increasing prize money on
other races.
Those meeting will be held on Saturday,
April 18 and Saturday, May 16.
RQ has announced a regional racing model,
which restricts jockeys to riding in one of five
designated regions and eight zones until
further notice. Home Hill is linked with
Townsville and Cairns in the North Zone.

can still pay tribute to the most significant event in our national calendar on April 25 by each and everyone flying the
Australian flag, big or small.
Have you noticed the new shelter and the extra seating
and table (pictured) in Lloyd Mann Park? They look good
Uli Liessmann reports on local issues
and are a real asset to the community and a plus for Home
Hill.
WELL, it was not to be, but thank you one and all
Thank you and have a great day, I will keep on writing as
who voted for me in this local election.
A special thanks to the people I worked with in coun- long as Jacko will have me.
These are my views only. To contact me, please phone
cil—you are a great bunch. Thanks again.
I was hoping to achieve immediate relief from rates, (mobile) 0439 822 064 or email hannoveru@bigpond.com
or go to www.uliliessmann.com.au
fees and charges in this most pressing of times, in
ULI LIESSMANN
other words, absolutely no increase in any form or
way. Well it looks like that won’t happen.
There is no avoiding all the information in regard to
COVID-19, so everyone’s priority at all times should
be safety, health and the wellbeing of our family,
people and the community at large. The public is at
risk with close contact, so please keep your distance.
One of the sad things to come out of this is that the
Anzac Day Parade has to be cancelled. This is always one community event that I look forward to
every year, well there is always next year here.
It seems that we go from one major conflict to another. We will overcome COVID-19, we just need to
buckle down and hang in there and play it safe. We

Uli Liessmann
comments . .

Where to get your coffee fix in Home Hill . .
COFFEE lovers in Home Hill have many options to
gain a coffee fix in the town whenever they need it.
Burdekin Motor Inn’s Coffee Lounge and Café is open from 9am to
2pm or order by phone on 4782 1511 from 7.30am, with home-made
cheese cakes, burgers, wraps, meals and lamingtons. They also offer
Iced Coffee “made the old-fashioned way”.
Crown Hotel has coffee available from 10am on a daily basis, with
the added incentive of a variety of cheese cakes and Gluten Free
cakes to choose from.
Dee & Vee’s Takeaway complements their menu with tasty coffee
seven days a week. Meals and coffee are available Monday and
Tuesday from 10am till 2pm; Wednesday and Thursday from 10am to
7.30pm; Friday from 10am till 8pm; Saturday from 11am till 7.30pm

and Sunday from 4pm till 7.30pm.
Home Hill Laundromat (Comfort Stop) Self Serve “Esspresso Essentials" facility at $3 a Cup—Open from 6.15am to 9pm, seven days
per week.
Home Hill Newsagency has a self-service “I Love Coffee” facility, at
$3 per cup. They are open 5.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, from
5.30am to 1pm on Saturday and from 5.30am to 11am on Sunday,
Rise and Grind with coffee at the Commercial Hotel, Home Hill—
from 7.30am Monday to Saturday and 8.30am Sunday.
Home Hill Olympic Swimming Pool is open in pool hours for local
residents and visitors alike to meet their coffee desires from the pool
entry area from 5.30am to 7am, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.

BECAUSE OF THE CORONAVIRUS, THERE MAY HAVE BEEN CHANGES MADE TO DAYS AND/OR TIMES ON THIS PAGE

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district
170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisans Community invite you to inspect their display of various arts and craft forms at the
Ashworths Rock Shop complex from 10am to 5pm each day from Tuesday to Friday and 9.30am to 2pm Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea
in the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.
Burdekin River and the Burdekin bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;
Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from
February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529).
Burdekin Toastmasters hold their dinner meetings at The Crown Hotel on the first and third Thursday of each month.
Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418
783 799 for details of how to participate.
Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old
igloos and gun emplacement still in place;
For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Course (4782 1632—amongst the cane fields
on Iona Road), at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or the Home Hill Community
Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers multi sports including Bowls, Soccer, Pin Ball Gaming and Pool.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.
Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month.
The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.
Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.
Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill every Saturday evening;
Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the
plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street
Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth
Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in.
The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.
Comments on our town or services would be appreciated, Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com

