
 
Greetings from the Home Hill Business Community - No. 57, June 2020  

HOME HILL NEWS 

WITH tourist authorities in 

Townsville and throughout 

the north openly pushing for 

North Queensland to be 

opened up to visitors ahead 

of the south-east corner of 

the state, as this area ben-

efits from a lack of hits 

from the coronavirus, it should be a good time for the Burdekin Shire 

Council to also consider the re-opening of the Home Hill Comfort 

Stop, to allow the hundreds of visitors who use the facility to return. 

Grey nomads without a 

regular home to return 

to, are looking for 

somewhere to camp 

while they see out the 

pandemic - and what 

better place could 

there be than in Home 

Hill, where they know 

they are welcome and 

where they have open-

ly indicated that they are willing to spend their dollars in return for the 

facilities that they are allowed to use in the town. 

The council put up barricades to prevent entry into Railway Avenue 

(apart from local traffic) and into the toilets and barbecues that are a 

popular attraction for the town’s visitors. 

At the start of the concerns raised by COVID-19, it could be justified 

why access was prevented to the barbecues, tables and seats, which 

would have had to be cleaned regularly on a daily basis to prevent 

Home Hill becoming the centre of the northern pandemic. 

However, with public toilets open at the northern and southern en-

trances to the town, it is hard to see why the Comfort Stop toilets and 

the access to the Railway Avenue parking was not kept open. And 

with the town’s parking for visitors being well known around the coun-

try, grey nomads were making contact with Home Hill Chamber of 

Commerce executive members to see if the town was open to them. 

The opening up of the Comfort Stop was raised in the May edition of 

the Home Hill News and in the month since then, the council an-

nounced that from Saturday, May 16, public barbecue facilities were 

among a number of areas to be 

opened up with limits of 10 people 

maximum while still observing social 

distancing. 

In that case, why aren’t the Comfort 

Stop toilets and its associated “public 

barbecue facilities”, along with the 

parking along Railway Avenue (even 

with a form of social distancing among 

the travellers’ on-road homes) now 

open to what could become increasing 

numbers of visitors, especially with the 

state government’s decision to open up 

Queensland for intra-state travel? 

The subsequent benefits to local busi-

nesses would be enormous, consider-

ing the hit that small business has taken 

over the past couple of months. 

The Council also closed the Gateway 

Tourist Information Centre at the former 

Railway Station at the same time as the 

Comfort Stop - but with barricades pre-

venting entry into Railway Avenue, there 

would be no point to the tourist infor-

mation being available. 

While there was no information provided 

by the council as to why the Tourist Information Centre was initially 

closed, they may have given serious consideration to the health of 

the volunteers who give their time to run the facility, with many of 

those on the roster being around the 70 years mark—an ongoing 

area of concern for health authorities. Even without the availability of 

the information centre and its valuable volunteers, it should not pre-

vent the opening up of the Comfort Stop for the many benefits it 

brings to our town. Come on Councillors! 

Time for Comfort Stop to re-open 

Public barbecue facilities have been open 

from May 16 but the Comfort Stop facilities 

are still boarded up. 

Railway Avenue and Eighth Street are 

blocked by barricades 

On-site notices advise of 

the closure of the Home 

Hill Comfort Stop (above) 

and the Visitor Information 

Centres (below) 

THE start to the 2020 crushing season in the Inkerman 

Mill area has been put back almost a week, following 

the widespread rain that fell recently. 

Inkerman Mill was due to start the season on Tuesday, 

June 2, with the district’s other three mills, Invicta, 

Kalamia and Pioneer to follow on Tuesday, June 9. 

However, the rain has forced Wilmar Sugar to delay 

the Inkerman start by six days to Monday, June 8, 

while the other district mills will still aim for the original 

date. Wilmar’s Cane Supply and Grower Relations 

General Manager, Paul Giordani said the decision to 

change the starting date was made in consultation with 

growers and harvesting operators.  

He offered Wilmar’s thanks to growers who had provid-

ed them with updates about field conditions and their 

ability to supply cane. “Your help is greatly appreciated 

as we finalise preparations for the start of the 2020 

season,” Mr Giordani commented. 

 

Delayed  

start to  

Inkerman 

crushing 



you can obtain your Home Hill News. 

Newsagencies are most affected by decisions 

such as this one and the support of the commu-

nity is important to ensure a continuation of the 

excellent service provided by the Baker family 

and their staff in Home Hill. 

 

THE Home Hill Chamber of Commerce is on the 

lookout for someone in the Home Hill communi-

ty who would have the time and experience to 

take on the position of Secretary. 

The chamber had fallen behind in its record 

keeping prior to the advent of the Coronavirus 

Pandemic and since the restrictions introduced 

since then, the only meetings held have in-

volved executive members. 

However, it is important for the chamber to be 

prepared for when larger groups are allowed so 

that they can call a meeting of the Chamber 

members as a whole, as there are many sub-

jects to be discussed about the town’s business 

community—and the town itself. 

The position involves attending meetings and 

the keeping of minutes, sending letters as di-

rected from meetings, as well as keeping all 

members up to date with information and corre-

spondence sent to the chamber—and there is a 

monthly payment involved to the holder of the 

position. 

Anyone with an administration background with 

time to spare—be it a housewife looking for a bit 

of extra money to balance the budget or some-

one in a casual position needing to fill in more 

time in a work situation is welcome to send an 

email as soon as possible to the President of 

the Home Hill Chamber of Commerce, David 

Jackson at ddjacko@bigpond.com with infor-

mation about any experience they may have in 

such a role and to find out more about what is 

involved with taking the position on. 

  

AFTER our comments last month about Home 

Hill Library users being directed towards shop-

ping in Ayr while making use of library services, 

it is pleasing to see that Home Hill now has its 

Library facilities open to the public . 

Unfortunately, the Ayr Library still has the 

“Click, Call and Collect” initiative, while the 

Burdekin Library in Ayr remains closed as work 

commences on the replacement and installa-

tion of a new roof, but the readers in that part of 

the shire will be welcome to come to the Home 

Hill Library (and even do their shopping in the 

town’s businesses), 

 

RACING will return to Home Hill on Saturday,  

June 27, even though followers of the sport will 

not be able to go to the course to enjoy the five 

events planned.  

The Burdekin Club has lost a number of meet-

ings this year but has been granted this one 

meeting as a replacement. 

 

    - DAVID JACKSON 

The finer points of Home Hill . .     SAD news this week with the an-

nouncement by News Corporation 

that they would be closing all the re-

gional newspapers in their stable that 

were not going to digital— and that 

includes the Burdekin Advocate. 

The Home Hill Community can relate 

to such a change, when they look 

back at the action taken by the same 

company in closing the Home Hill 

Observer and creating the Burdekin 

Advocate, which was supposed to 

provide coverage for all of this district. 

Unfortunately, that is not what hap-

pened, resulting in the Home Hill 

News making its appearance around 

five years ago. 

Community newspapers play a huge 

part in the lives of people in the coun-

try and to take that away in one such 

action is extremely disappointing. 

Unfortunately, that is what can hap-

pen when one company owns so 

many mastheads.  

Under separate individual ownerships, 

one newspaper making such a deci-

sion would only give others the impe-

tus to keep providing a service to the 

community with an increasing reader-

ship. 

While there are readers who may be 

interested in moving to digital and 

reading their newspapers on a com-

puter screen, there would be many 

among the older population who 

would not even own a computer, let 

alone desire to read their paper online 

–even if they could by buying the 

nearest city daily. 

Those readers now miss out on their 

regular fill of local news that they have 

been used to for most of their lives. 

Fortunately for our readers, you can 

still get the news of the Home Hill 

district as we will continue to produce 

the Home Hill News as long as age 

and health allow, along with the con-

tinuing excellent print sponsorship of 

Wilmar’s Inkerman Mill and the won-

derful co-operation of their administra-

tion staff, who devote the time to the 

print process. 

In the meantime, it  is important to 

continue to support businesses in 

Home Hill such as Home Hill Newsa-

gency, one of the many places where 

JUDGING by the rain over a week or so in May, there must be the start of a sugar crushing sea-

son coming up soon. It certainly was not extreme rainfalls, but it was enough to stop of the flow of 

pumps drawing water from underground to keep the crops alive—which adds to Ergon Energy’s 

coffers to a large degree. Considering reports of rainfalls of around 15mls in total over several 

days, finished off with 50mls on the last day, it all soaked in and ensured that there would be 

cane laying down (pictured) in the wet soil and the crushing season would have to be delayed 

somewhere. And that was the Inkerman Mill area, which has been put back for just under a 

week—but still leading the start to the crushing on June 8, followed by the other three Burdekin 

Mills on the following day. It seems that there would not be many years where the crushing has 

not been delayed by rain—it is almost expected now. It was also a regular occurrence when 

Home Hill had its own Agricultural Show planned for around June and the time of the crushing 

and rain was always somewhere to cause disruption. Hopefully it is gone now and the harvest of 

the cane can bring money into the district to give a much needed boost to local businesses that 

are also fighting the affects of the Coronavirus. 



 

 CROWN HOTEL—The Middle Pub—Home Hill  

Call in and see 

our friendly staff 

for your favourite 

drinks and  

Take-away  

Pizzas  

and Meals 

Phone  

4782 1007 to 

place your 

order— to be  

collected in 

the Bottle 

Shop Drive 

through 

VARIOUS projects in and around 

Home Hill are part of a range of 

“shovel-ready” environmental, cultur-

al and broader infrastructure projects 

to benefit the community, that have 

been identified by the Burdekin Shire 

Council in a Battleplan to create jobs 

and vital infrastructure for the coun-

cil. 

The Council has identified the key 

projects which could be accelerated 

under the Local Government Associ-

ation of Queensland’s job-creating 

$608 million Battleplan for Queens-

land Local Communities.  

Councils across Queensland have 

been compiling their local Battle-

plans in a bid to secure critical eco-

nomic stimulus from the State Gov-

ernment to help their communities 

through the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said that In 

compiling their list of projects for 

submission, Council identified a 

range of both new projects, as well 

as those that will improve on or ex-

tend the use of existing facilities. 

“Key projects outlined include Burde-

kin Memorial Hall improvements and 

more,” she said. 

“The breadth of projects included will 

not only provide instant job creation 

for trade industries, but will provide 

further job opportunities in the future 

for our industrial, cultural and tourism 

sectors.” 

Noteworthy Battleplan ready projects 

in and around Home Hill include the 

Burdekin Memorial Hall entrance 

revitalisation and the Home Hill Be 

Council Battleplan aims for shovel-ready jobs 

Active Trail expansion as well as 

restoration and revegetation of Bur-

dekin dunal systems. 

Local Government Association of 

Queensland (LGAQ) President, 

Mayor Mark Jamieson said Councils 

stood at the ready to help Queens-

land meet the challenges of the 

economic crisis caused by COVID-

19, with the LGAQ’s Battleplan to 

create more than 14,000 jobs.  

Key initiatives to be funded under 

the plan include –  

* a Jobs Recovery Package: A $200 

million statewide job creation pro-

gram modelled on the successful 

Works for Queensland initiative to 

support more than 8000 jobs; 

• Green Army: A 3000-strong work-

force focused on protecting and 

improving the environment across 

the state for the benefit of critical 

sectors such as agriculture and 

tourism; 

• Local Government Apprenticeship 

and Traineeship Guarantee: Provid-

ing 800 new or displaced workers 

with a guaranteed pathway to gain 

critical experience and skills. 

“The Battleplan’s programs will pro-

vide a critical boost to the construc-

tion, tourism, small business and 

agricultural sectors,” Cr Jamieson 

said. 

 “They will provide apprenticeships 

and traineeships for those looking to 

enter the workforce for the first time 

or to retrain and they will create 

work for local businesses, contrac-

tors and labourers.  

“They will ensure Queensland com-

munities not only weather the 

COVID-19 storm but emerge from it 

stronger than before.” 

Cr Jamieson has welcomed Premier 

Annastacia Palaszczuk’s public 

commitment to working with the 

Association and its member coun-

cils to identify shovel-ready projects 

across the state to aid the economic 

recovery.  

He also reiterated his thanks to Op-

position Leader, Deb Frecklington 

for her support for the LGAQ’s $608 

million Battleplan for Queensland 

Local Communities.  

The Burdekin Memorial Hall entrance revitalisation is listed among the projects on the council 

job-creating Battleplan for Queensland Local Communities. 



FROM one sugar industry veteran to another, Wilmar’s Bur-

dekin Cane Supply Manager, Peter Luke is looking forward 

to retirement as he hands over the role based at Inkerman 

Mill at Home Hill to John Tait, who has moved north from the 

company’s Plane Creek Mill at Sarina. 

From his start as an office clerk at Kalamia Mill in 1970, Pe-

ter Luke, who ended up managing cane supply operations 

for the biggest cane growing region in Australia, is now 

heading into his fiftieth crushing season 

While Peter Luke says there is not much he has not seen or 

done in the sugar industry, he says he is looking forward to 

transitioning to retirement after a lifetime of living and breath-

ing sugar. “Over the last five decades, I’ve worked in a num-

ber of different roles at Pioneer, Invicta and Inkerman Mills in 

the Burdekin, as well as Victoria and Macknade Mills in the 

Herbert and I’ve seen a lot of change. 

“There have been huge advancements in safety and technol-

ogy. When I first started, it was okay to come to work in 

shorts. Thankfully that’s changed and there’s now a big fo-

cus on safety and wellbeing,” Mr Luke said. 

“The mills have become more automated and technology like 

GPS, brake vans and harvest management systems have 

improved cane supply and logistics. 

His successor, John Tait has worked in the sugar industry 

since 1977, when he started as a juice boy at Mourilyan Mill, 

about eight kilometres south of Innisfail.  

Since then, he has worked in mills throughout Queensland 

and New South Wales, with the last three years as Plane 

Creek Cane Supply Manager - and he said he was looking 

forward to the challenges of his new role.  

“I’ve worked in multi-mill regions before, but the Burdekin is a 

bigger proposition, with more cane, more mills and more 

people to manage. Peter is working with me as I transition 

into the new role and he’ll be around for a little while longer 

to ensure a smooth start to our 2020 cane supply opera-

tions,” he said.  

John Tait (left) has taken over the role of Burdekin Cane 

Supply Manager from industry veteran Peter Luke (right), 

who is transitioning into retirement.  

 

DRIVERS in the local community should take note of the decision by Wilmar 

Sugar Australia to commence installing cameras on its Burdekin locos to catch 

out drivers who fail to give way to cane trains.  

The cameras will be fitted to the front and back of Wilmar’s locos to record 

details of vehicles and pedestrians who break the law at level crossings.  

The video technology was trialled on Wilmar’s loco fleet in the Herbert region 

last year, with their General Manager, Cane Supply and Grower Relations, 

Paul Giordani saying it had proven to be a very useful tool.  

“Last season, we recorded footage of trucks, cars and even cyclists failing to 

give way to cane trains,” Mr Giordani said. “We even had one incident of a car 

stopping at the crossing and then speeding through it to beat one of our trains.  

“We downloaded the footage and handed it over to police to help them with 

their investigations,” Mr Giordani said.  

“We’re spending about $42,000 to install the cameras in all 35 of our Burdekin 

locos over the next two years.” 

Acting officer-In-charge of the Ayr Police Station, Sgt Ben Walsh welcomed 

the technology and said police had a close working relationship with Wilmar 

Sugar.  

“Each year, police officers are required to investigate serious traffic incidents 

involving Wilmar locos,” Sgt Walsh said. “Many, if not all, of these incidents 

could have been prevented by drivers of motor vehicles paying greater atten-

tion to the road and what is happening around them.  

“Police welcome any advancement of technologies which aid in these investi-

gations,” he said.  

Burdekin Cane Supply Manager, John Tait said Wilmar wanted to get the 

message out to motorists, cyclists and pedestrians to use their train brain 

when approaching level crossings.  

“The first of our mills will start crushing cane in early June,” Mr Tait said. 

“Cane trains will soon be running throughout the Burdekin region as they oper-

ate 24/7 to supply our mills. Use your train brain, give way to cane trains and 

stay safe.” 

Wilmar Sugar Australia owns and maintains more than 630km of railway track 

in the Burdekin. 

Cameras on lookout for level crossing law breakers 

Wilmar’s cane supply 

role now in new hands 



Groper Creek park prepares for June re-opening 

INDIVIDUALS and organisations in the Home Hill community have 

been encouraged to research the Burdekin’s RADF priorities and 

begin brainstorming what they are able to apply for in September. 

The funding pool available for the Burdekin Shire’s Regional Arts 

Development Fund (RADF) in 2021 has grown, as the remaining 

funding in the 2019/20 program is carried over.  

Due to the cancellation of events, workshops and festivals on an 

unprecedented scale due to COVID-19, a decision was made to 

cancel the second round of RADF applications for 2019/20, incorpo-

rating the surplus into the 2020/21 funding rounds.   

Deputy Mayor and RADF Chair, Cr Sue Perry said the postpone-

ment was unfortunate, however it offered an opportunity for a larger 

number of projects to be undertaken locally next year.  

“The RADF Advisory Group and Burdekin Shire Council made the 

decision to cancel the second round of RADF applications this finan-

cial year to ensure we are putting the safety of our community first,” 

Cr Perry said. “However we look forward to the increased opportuni-

ty this will provide for projects in the future. 

“The Regional Arts Development Fund has delivered or improved on 

a range of projects in the Burdekin in previous rounds, benefitting 

local organisations such as the Burdekin Brass Band and the Home 

Hill Choral Society, as well as events such as the Harvest Festival’s 

Canefields Ephemera Exhibition.”  

Round one of RADF funding for 2020/21 will be advertised in Septem-

ber, 2020 for projects undertaken between January and June, 2021.  

Cr Perry encouraged local residents and organisations to research 

the Burdekin’s RADF priorities and begin brainstorming what to apply 

for in September. “The effects of COVID-19 are being felt across our 

community, however, I commend everyone in the Burdekin for doing 

their part over the past few months and look forward to seeing our 

arts and cultural community thrive again in the near future.” 

” Round one of RADF funding for 2020/21 will be advertised across 

Council’s website and social media when applications open in Sep-

tember.  

(With Jeanette Garvey) 

LACK of tourists into North Queensland is having a devastating ef-

fect on our economy and our city-centric State Government has 

turned a blind eye to COVID-19 statistics whilst they play politics. 

We can all understand the seriousness of this pandemic and as a 

nation, we can proudly say we have done our best to conquer this 

virus. There has been zero community transmissions and we under-

stand the "proceed with caution" approach, however, the Govern-

ment's so-called "Roadmap to Recovery" is seriously road blocked. 

Under Stage three restrictions, Groper Creek Caravan Park was 

planning to re-open to local holidaymakers (within the 250km radius) 

just after midnight on June 12. 

However, late news and with just 

24 hours' warning we are NOW 

OPEN TO ALL QUEENS-

LANDERS as of June 1! 

We can hardly wait to safely 

welcome visitors back into our 

community but the 

mixed messages from State 

Government have just added to 

the despair and confusion.  

One minute the borders will be 

opening in July, then maybe it's 

September or maybe later? 

Queenslanders just want to trav-

el within Queensland and we are 

glad this is now happening. 

On the May Day long weekend, 

caravan parks were given an 

ultimatum that Health Management Plans containing COVID-19 

Workplace Health & Safety Procedures had to be submitted to 

QHealth by 12.01am on Tuesday, May 5.  

Our plans 

were lodged 

prior to dead-

line but we 

have heard 

nothing as to 

what limita-

tions may be 

imposed on re-opening  tourism. 

In the meantime, we have been using our down time to continue with 

park improvements. Those in lock-down have been busy cultivating 

vegie patches and the public ameni-

ties are getting a much-needed 

facelift thanks to the Burdekin Shire 

Council and local tradies.  

Originally built in 1978 by Home Hill 

Boat Club volunteers and renowned 

Home Hill blocklayer, the late Tony 

Murer, the amenities block now has 

new eco-friendly waterless urinals, 

wash basins and concrete pathways.  

The COVID reno is still under con-

struction with further upgrades and 

painting to be completed hopefully in 

time for the vans to roll in. 

Locals wanting to trial their caravans 

on the banks of Groper Creek before 

venturing off to discover Australia 

when restrictions are lifted won't be 

disappointed come June 13, as the 

creek has been providing some 

great catches of whiting, flathead 

and barramundi.  

Jetty Jottings 

Prepare now for increased 2021 RADF funding 

Dave Caton has used his 

COVID lock down time to 

cultivate a vegie patch 

Local plumber, Dean Wilkie work-

ing on the amenities block up-

grade 



Classified Advertisements 

* CEMENT  * PAINT  * TIMBER   

* PLUMBING & GAS SUPPLIES   

* POTTING MIXTURE  * ALL FERTILISERS 

* L.P. GAS SALES 

Liessmann & Sons 
Plumbing & Gas Fitting 

HOME HILL — Phone 4782 1612 

 

 

The Home Hill Chamber of 

Commerce acknowledges and 

appreciates the  

support of  

Wilmar Sugar’s  

Inkerman Mill  

with the printing of  

the Home Hill News. 

 Painting 

 Tiling 

 Fencing 

 Lawn & Garden Service 

 Repairs & Maintenance 

Artisans reopen arts facility 

with more features on offer 

1 Fourth Street, Home Hill —Email: liessmann@bigpond.com 

Jimmy’s Handyman  

& Fencing Service 

MEMBERS of the Burdekin Artisan Community Association Inc. have reo-

pened their artistic crafts outlet in Seventh Avenue, Home Hill after having 

been closed for two months because of the impact of the Coronavirus out-

break. 

The closure of the business, 170 Arts on the Avenue, beside Ashworths Rock 

Shop in Seventh Avenue, Home Hill had a severe impact on the Association 

and its members after the many new rules and regulations were introduced to 

combat the affects of the virus. And the unavailability of government support 

for artistic organisations has also had a detrimental affect on the facility. 

However, the Association made the decision to reopen prior to Mothers Day 

with a variety of new arts and crafts on display and plans to introduce chang-

es to their opening times and to what is available to visitors. 

And the move has already brought customers back into the shop, as both 

locals and visitors alike look for something different in their purchases. 

While 170 Arts on the Avenue will be open to customers from 10am to 5pm 

on Wednesday to Friday and from 10am to1pm on Saturday, it will also be 

open on Monday and Tuesday of each week specifically for a variety of work-

shops to be presented in the future. 

Burdekin Artisans president, Sandi Milani (left) and member 

Janet Ypinazar were back on the job at 170 Arts on the Ave-

nue after it was closed because of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

The first of the workshops will feature crochet and bear 

making, while there are also plans for a knitting workshop 

to be presented in the near future. 

Anyone interested in participating in any of the workshops 

should contact the Artisans through their Facebook page 

or by emailiing artipeople99@yahoo.com . 

The Artisans are also keen to increase their membership 

after the break because of COVID-19 and anyone who is 

interested in joining the group is also welcome to contact 

them through their Facebook page or by email. 

The group covers a wide range of arts and crafts already 

through its existing members and would welcome anyone 

wishing to learn or who currently has a craft that they 

would be prepared to teach through the organisation. 

Arts and crafts already covered include a variety of jewel-

lery making in different mediums,  patchwork, pottery and 

art. Membership of the Burdekin Artisan Community Asso-

ciation Inc. costs $25 per year and brings with it a variety 

of privileges through 170 Arts on the Avenue. 

Any businesses reopening in Home Hill should email 

ddjacko@bigpond.com with details of their changes. 



 
Uli Liessmann 

 comments . . 
 

Uli Liessmann reports on local issues  

THE station to listen to in the Burdekin is Radio 

Sweet FM 97.10.  

Question—how many of you in radio land listen to 

our local Radio, Sweet FM, broadcasting out of the 

old court house in Home Hill.  

The station is run by approximately 20 volunteers,  

including the broadcasters. The station exists on 

paid advertisements from sponsors and the goodwill 

of the council.  

How does the station boost listening numbers? Or 

better still, what do you as a listener like to hear, 

what sort of program? more music, different music, 

talk back shows or maybe a book read in chapter 

form. Let the station know because if you don’t say, 

how will they know. I know the station would like 

more advertisers as this will keep the power on. 

A positive for the blokes in Council Animal Control—

they get the “thumbs up”  for collecting stray dogs off 

the streets in Home Hill—a good job; and not forget-

ting the pothole gang repairing holes the next day 

after receiving the complaint.   

On the down side, no one is impressed by some of 

the road conditions (pictured) on this side of the river  

- and this just before the start of the crushing. 

Following on from my last letter, re Council minutes, 

I would appreciate and I think the rest of the commu-

nity likewise if some councillor was to move a motion 

to get general  business printed in the minutes, so 

that the general public can read what each councillor 

has to say. 

This is to say ‘yes, we are open and transparent and 

these are 

the facts’. 

The public 

need con-

structive 

feedback 

and to know 

that you are 

all alive. The 

reason for 

wanting and 

needing this 

change is 

because can 

anyone with 

clarity re-

member 

what was 

said and by 

whom at the 

last meeting 

or even a couple of months ago? (This was to be my first 

motion after the election, but it was not to be). Now let us 

see which councillor has got enough gumption to bring 

this up and who will second the motion. This will be very 

interesting, to say the least. 

Cool news—A Mining company has been drilling core test 

holes for possible mineral deposits just south of Home Hill 

and in the Burdekin Shire. I wish them the best of luck as 

it could mean a few jobs for locals. 

A bit of historical trivia— Home Hill in 1975 had 147 busi-

nesses operating. 

Quote of the week— “Make Home Hill your Home”. 

These are my views only. 

To contact me, please phone (mobile) 0439 822 064 or go 

to www.uliliessmann.com.au . 

          ULI LIESSMANN 

RESIDENTS of the Burdekin who use Giddy 

Road and Ivory Road to bypass Ayr and Bran-

don on their travels to northern areas should 

take note that their normal route via Sheep-

station Creek on Fiveways Road will be closed 

for five weeks to allow for completion of repair 

and restoration works. 

The Burdekin Shire Council has advised that the 

Sheepstation Creek culvert will undergo com-

plete repair and restoration works in June, in line 

with the Lower Burdekin Water Board shut down 

period. 

Fiveways Road will close from Monday, June 1 

to all traffic and is expected to remain closed for 

a period of five weeks, weather permitting.  

The culvert was severely damaged during the 

2019 North Queensland monsoon event and its 

restoration required either a major diversion 

of Sheepstation Creek or a timeframe dur-

ing which the Lower Burdekin Water Board 

is shut. 

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said while she 

wished the restoration could have occurred 

immediately after the event, Council had 

been in discussions with relevant local and 

state agencies to ensure it was completed 

at a time that would cause the least environ-

mental and agricultural disruption. 

“Planning for the complete restoration of the 

Fiveways Road culvert has been occurring 

ever since the North Queensland monsoon 

event and has involved a number of parties 

including the Queensland Reconstruction 

Authority, the Department of Agriculture and 

Fisheries, Lower Burdekin Water Board 

and properties downstream of the cul-

vert,” she said.  

“Council is appreciative of the commu-

nity’s patience during this time. Last 

year, emergent works were completed 

with minimal disruption to the creek 

system to allow us to reopen the road to 

single-lane traffic. 

“However, in order to fully restore the 

road, we will have to close it to all traffic 

for roughly five weeks from June 1,”  

the Mayor advised. 

Fiveways Road will be closed in both 

directions at Sheepstation Creek culvert 

from June 1 for full restoration works to 

occur.  

Northern shortcut closed to travellers 

http://www.uliliessmann.com.au/


 

170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisans Community invite you to inspect their display of various arts and craft forms at the 

Ashworths Rock Shop complex from 10am to 5pm each day from Wednesday to Friday and 10.00am to 1pm Saturday. 

Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—

Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea 

in the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings. 

Burdekin River and the Burdekin bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge, 

which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history; 

Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from 

February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529). 

Burdekin Toastmasters hold their dinner meetings at The Crown Hotel on the first and third Thursday of each month.  

Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418 

783 799 for details of how to participate. 

Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old 

igloos and gun emplacement still in place; 

For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Course (4782 1632—amongst the cane fields 

on Iona Road), at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or the Home Hill Community 

Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers multi sports including Bowls, Soccer, Pin Ball Gaming and Pool.  

Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the 

numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months; 

Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday. 

Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. 
The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the 
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs. 

Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which 

is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety 

barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.  

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill every Saturday evening; 

Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of  Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the 

plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street 

Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth 

Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in. 

The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation 

of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting. 

Comments on our town or services would be appreciated, Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com 

  

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district 

Burdekin services slowly reopening to the public 
WHILE the coronavirus continues to curtail the activities of resi-

dents of countries around the world, some areas are slowly being 

opened up again to public use, including a range of Burdekin busi-

nesses and facilities that were reopened on Saturday, May 16. 

However, strict 10-person limits are being enforced to reduce the 

risk of COVID-19, in line with the latest Queensland Health direc-

tions and the State guidelines. 

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said social distancing restrictions would 

remain in place for some time, but allowing access to public facili-

ties was a fantastic first step in returning to life as normal. 

“Council is excited to reopen many of its facilities in line with direc-

tions from Queensland Health, with crews sanitising all equipment 

beforehand and regularly cleaning all facilities once open. 

“From Saturday, May 16, up to 10 people can utilise Council’s 

playgrounds, skate parks, dog park and outdoor gym, as well as 

the Home Hill Pool in accordance with its regular Winter operating 

hours,” she said. “While only 10 people can make use of any one facility 

at a time, more than one group of 10 can be in the broader parkland at 

once, as long as they adhere to social distancing rules.  

The Mayor said that while the Home Hill Pool would reopen, there would 

be strict hygiene and social distancing measures in place. 

“Only 10 swimmers will be allowed in the pool at once, with one swim-

mer per lane. No spectators will be allowed, with the exception of one 

parent or carer per child, or carers for those with a disability,” Cr 

McLaughlin said. “While toilets and change rooms will be available at 

the pool, swimmers are asked to shower at home with soap both before 

and after their visit as shower facilities will remain closed at the pool.” 

The Home Hill Branch Library also resumed its usual opening hours 

from 1pm on Thursday, May 21 for those wishing to browse its hard 

copy resources or utilise computer and photocopy services. 


