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Surprise knockback of election promise
A MEETING of members of the Home Hill
Chamber of Commerce executive and local
business men and women, with North
Queensland Senator Susan McDonald and
the State Member for Burdekin, Dale Last MP
was left in complete surprise when Mr Last
announced that Burdekin Shire Mayor, Lyn
McLaughlin had knocked back a proposed
election promise of a footpath scrubber for
Home Hill from the State LNP leader, Deb
Frecklington MP.
The Home Hill Chamber, along with former

councillor and Chamber vice-president, Uli
Liessmann, have been pushing for some time
for the council to take action to clean up the
Home Hill Central Business District, which is
in a poor state of repair because of pigeon
droppings over many of the town centre’s
footpaths and untidy and unhealthy areas
fronting many of the empty shops.
Near the end of a meeting they were attending in Ayr, which included Mayor Lyn
McLaughlin and the LNP state leader, Mr
Last advised that Ms Frecklington was plan-

ning to visit Home Hill next with a press release advising of the LNP commitment to provide the footpath scrubber to help clean up
Home Hill’s footpaths.
However, that press release was never delivered, as the mayor advised that the council
would not accept the commitment.
In a media release issued the day after the
meeting with the Home Hill Chamber executive, Mr Last said it was obvious there was a
dedicated and passionate group of locals, who
Continued on page 3

Recognition for 64 years of orchid growing
STEPPING on a stick that carried a
small orchid, on a bush track, while on
his honeymoon in the Whitsundays in
1956, started a hobby for former Home
Hill cane farmer, Sam Scalia that has
lasted 64 years and won him awards
around the world for the champion
Cattlaya Orchids he has developed
himself over that time.
Topping off his lifetime in Orchid growing, Mr Scalia was recently presented
with an Australian Orchid Council
(AOC) “Award of Special Recognition”
for “breeding orchids in the Burdekin for
over 40 years”, “originating 111 Laeliinae (Cattlaya) and three Dendrobium
orchids”, 17 of which have received a
total of 35 AOC quality awards and two
for cultures.
As well, 10 awards have been received
for these hybrids from International
Orchid Organisations.
Mr Scalia said that at his peak, he
would have probably had 1000 orchids
in the large bush house behind his
home in Tenth Street, Home Hill.
He was a foundation member of the
Burdekin Orchid Society and was recognised as a life member of the organisation.
He also travelled to Hawaii in 1978 and

bought several plants which were used
in his own strain of breeding.
One of the first crosses Sam Scalia
developed in 1985 was titled “Burdekin
Bells” and it is still winning awards.
He has bred 117 orchids that are registered and all the orchids he has developed have been named after his children.
However, he let his stocks dwindle in
recent times while he fought off a debilitating disease that laid him low for 12
months.
Having got back on his feet, his orchid
stocks are growing again with large
numbers of new developing young
plants on his bush house shelves,
which highlights the fact that he has not
lost the skills he has developed over the
years.
Now in his 86th year, Sam Scalia was
recognised in 2015 for developing the
Burdekin line of breeding in the Cattlaya
alliance.
His orchids have been recognised
around the world with 90 per cent of
them carrying the word “Burdekin” in
their name.
His AOC Award was presented on August 3. As well, 10 awards have been
received for these hybrids from Interna-

Sam Scalia in his Home Hill nursery with the award
from the Australian Orchid Council
tional Orchid Organisations and he has been featured
in the Orchids Australia magazine.
Sam Scalia said it had been a long haul over 64 years
but he had enjoyed what he had been doing.

HOW hard is it for motorists to keep
their litter inside their vehicles to take
home instead of disposing of it out
the window as soon as it is finished
with?
The question has been asked in the
past, but it was made more obvious
this week by our observations of
rubbish left around our streets by
uncaring motorists, including takeaway packaging from major Ayr
outlets and a large fish carcase that
had fallen from the signpost from
which it was tied, while a local woman with the Home Hill community at
heart was busily picking up what she
could on her morning walk to take
home to her own bins.
Then there are the drinks containers
that bring a return of 10 cents per
item if they are disposed of in the
correct manner—if there is a recognised disposal point in the town.
There are those who have no interest in collecting their 10 cent return
and send the container out the car
window—if offenders are not that
way inclined, at least take them
home and offer them to clubs and
individuals who are collecting the 10
cents for their own fundraising purposes.
Local hotels are doing what the state
government said they would be doing in providing collection bins—local
drivers are urged to assist by doing
the right thing and keep our environment clean.
RESIDENTS of Home Hill thought
they were on a winner earlier this
month when reports were received
that suggested a LNP Party win in
the October State election would
provide a much-needed clean-up for
the town’s Central Business District
(as well as other areas of the Shire)
with a promise of a “street scrubber”
for the shire to use in cleaning up the
towns footpaths. Instead, the mayor
heard about the idea before the LNP
State Leader was able to make the
announcement and she canned it,
pointing out that “the amount allocated in the promise was not sufficient
to purchase the equipment, let alone

The finer points of Home Hill . .

HIGHWAY entries into some of our Burdekin Shire towns have had small sections painted red leading into the built-up to warn drivers that there is a town
ahead—they are not decorations to brighten up the highway although it did not
take long for some drivers to use them to test their skills (or lack of them) by leaving skid marks on the road surface? Known as “Township Entry Treatments” (TETs), they have been installed on the Highway at Home Hill, Ayr and
Brandon and each safety treatment includes coloured road surfaces, widened
painted median and shoulders, narrowed lane widths, signage and retroreflective raised markers. We have been advised that the treatments provide visual alert to inform drivers there is a town ahead, reminding them to slow down
and look for pedestrians and other activities on or beside the road. Our picture
shows one such area on the southern entrance to Home Hill near the racecourse—hopefully it serves its purpose to slow down some travellers who believe
they are still on the open highway, with the “60” limit clearly shown on the signs.
operate it”. We wonder what would have happened if the announcement had been made publicly before the council heard about it—would it
have created a public clash between the council
and a possible new government for the state,
depending on the how the voters make their
choice? Couldn’t the council have at least taken
the gift and seen how it worked out over the next
couple of years before rejecting it outright? The
promise did continue the ongoing debate between the mayor and former councillor, Uli
Liessmann (who favours the street cleaner) at the
Chamber of Commerce August meeting with Cr
McLaughlin reminding the Home Hill Businessman that councillors could not tell the council’s
managers what to do in regard to council operations. It all seems to be part of the changing rules
and regulations of Local Government, which take
away from what the role of our local councillors
used to be. What is the point of having elections
of local community members to represent us and
make decisions on our behalf when that role is
being taken away from them more and more by
governments above them changing the rules?
HOME HILL’S new Genius Childcare Centre is
closer to opening, following the arrival of equipment operators were waiting for. We revealed last

month that the centre was well on the way with
considerable expense allocated to upgrading
facilities and the grounds, while new furniture
was expected at that time. Centre manager,
Tamara Brush has advised that they were in
the final stages of setting up and were completing tours in the final week of August. “We plan
to open fully on Monday, August 31, 2020, if all
goes to plan” she said.
IN HIS column in this issue, Uli Liessmann has
referred to his delight at a report that the town
”might be getting three trees decorated with
fairy lights in Eighth Avenue in the near future”.
It sounds like a great idea, as anything that
brightens up the outlook of the town would be a
welcome addition to the Central Business District. However, whoever is planning the project
may need to learn from previous experiences,
as the last time it was tried, there was a problem with the local cockatoos taking a liking to
the taste of the lights connections, which resulted in them being put out of action on a
regular basis. Pigeons are a problem for the
town at present—hopefully, the cockatoos will
not be added to a possible endangered list for
their unwanted nocturnal activities.
- DAVID JACKSON

Mayoral rejection based on council costings
Continued from page 1
are committed to taking the community forward and improving
local services.
The footpath scrubber was an
idea that originated from Home
Hill businesses and was based on
ensuring that Home Hill put its
best foot forward when it came to
attracting visitors, because there
is an obvious economic benefit
that comes with those visitors.
“A key role for any government
should be supporting communities
when they are facing a challenge
and that was what the footpath
scrubber was intended to do,” Mr
Last said. “To make a difference,
the project would need the support of local government and a
decision on whether to provide
that support rests solely with
council.”
Responding to a request from The
Home Hill News for her reasons
for rejecting the commitment, Cr
McLaughlin said she had spoken
with Dale Last MP and State
Leader of the Opposition, Deb
Frecklington MP at a local function
“to discuss our Shire’s priority
projects over the coming years”.
“It was only as they were leaving
the function that they mentioned
they were on their way to make a
funding announcement. I asked
what it was and was informed
$50,000 was being allocated for a
footpath sweeper in Home Hill.”

The Mayor said that when she
asked who would operate it, Mr
Last advised that it would be
given to Council.
“It was at this stage I said Council
would not accept it - costings for
this service had been undertaken
previously and the amount allocated is not sufficient to purchase
the equipment, let alone operate
it.” Cr McLaughlin said that all
Councillors except one were
present at the function and were
briefed on what had occurred.
“I then provided Councillors with
information on costings received
for the purchase and operation of
a footpath sweeper obtained in
the previous term of Council.
Updated information was then
presented to Councillors at our
next workshop,” she said.
“Council did not support the purchase previously as the ongoing
operating costs were too high.
Should Council provide a footpath
sweeper, the service must be
consistent for all towns in the
Shire and be complemented with
appropriate signage and traffic
management.
“Council would also then need to
employ an operator, assign a
vehicle and trailer and set aside
additional costs for the ongoing
operation of the machine.”
The Mayor said the details and
costings were known to former
councillor and Home Hill Cham-

Home Hill Chamber of Commerce members and local business representatives who joined with state and federal politicians included (from left, back)
Lisa Shepherd (Chamber treasurer), Member for Burdekin Dale Last, Senator Susan McDonald and Home Hill Choral Society President, Robert Antoniazzi and (front) Pavani Ganapathi and Dr Sarat Tata and Chamber executive
member, Erin Brennan.

ber of Commerce member, Uli
Liessmann.
“Mr Liessmann is aware there is
a process to follow by council
when beginning a new service,
however no consideration has
been shown for this. No contact
was made with Council prior to
the announcement being made
to gauge the capacity to successfully operate the footpath
sweeper Shire-wide within current budget considerations.
“:As Mr Last previously served
on Townsville City Council as a
councillor, I am surprised that at
no stage did he consult with
Council regarding this announcement when it directly
affects Council operations,” she
commented.
Cr McLaughlin said that in June,
Council handed down a budget
that focused on continuing to
deliver essential services and
infrastructure across the Burde-

kin, while placing a freeze on rates
for residents.
“This was made possible by Council incurring a deficit budget, utilising reserve funds in order to place
no extra burden on ratepayers as
our community responds to the
impact of COVID-19,” she said.
“The additional costs associated
with operating and maintaining a
footpath sweeper would undo the
hard work of both our previous and
current Council in placing our
Shire in the stable financial position we are in.”
After the mayor read her response
to publicity over the rejected offer,
she again clashed with Mr
Liessmann at the August Chamber
meeting, the Home Hill businessman critical of the Mayor’s response, while Cr McLaughlin said
Mr Liessmann was well aware that
councillors could not direct managers, telling them what to do with
operations.

CROWN HOTEL—The Middle Pub—Home Hill
Call in and see
our friendly staff
for your favourite
drinks and
Take-away
Pizzas
and Meals

Phone
4782 1007 to
place your
order— to be
collected in
the Bottle
Shop Drive
through

Liessmann’s celebrate
half a century of service
HALF a century of serving the people of the Burdekin is being celebrated by the
Liessmann family in August, as they look back over 50 years of providing quality
plumbing and hardware services from the Liessmann & Sons premises at the
corner of Eighth Avenue and Fourth Street, Home Hill.
Uli Liessmann, who started his
plumbing and gas fitting career
in Ayr before the business
opened in Home Hill in August,
1970, said they commenced as
a plumbing business in the
town. “We made everything in
house,” he said,” from buckets
to fuel tanks to 5000 gallon
tanks. The big sellers were EARLIER YEARS: Pictured outside the
pallet corners, which were Liessmann & Sons premises in Fourth Street
made in two shifts and were are Rainer, Horst and Uli Liessmann.
sent all over Australia.”
Mr Liessmann said that at that time, they were buying 50 tons of steel a month,
with the same size staff as they have now who were working in two eight-hour
shifts.
“We now have 12 staff – including two apprentices – covering everything we do.”
Uli Liessmann, who has devoted a lot of his spare time to community service activities over many years, said they were proud of the fact that they had employed
apprentices since day one of their operations.
He said they had also been a major supplier of gas over the years.
“In the old days, we probably sold one bottle every three months – now we are
selling 1500 cylinders a month, including medical gas at hospitals and industrial
supplies.”
Mr Liessmann said the business had also been involved in many major projects
throughout the Burdekin, including the construction of the new Home Hill Hospital
and the Burdekin Memorial Hall, while also providing services to the hospitals and
the Aged Homes in the district. “We provide services all across the district . . . we
can do anything,” he commented.
Over the 50 years of Liessmann and Sons operations, the business has been a
real family affair, with several
generations involved in covering
all the services provided. They
i n c l u d e d
H o r s t
Liessmann (plumber/gas fitter);
Uli Liessmann (plumber/gas
f i t t e r ) ;
R a i n e r
Liessmann (plumber/gas fitter);
Wolfi Liessmann (accountant);
Loretta Liessmann (office/sales);
Liz Liessmann (gas shop sales);
Jane Liessmann (office); Tina
Ramsden (office/sales); Mark
Liessmann (plumber/gas fitter);
Wolfi, Uli and Rainer Liessmann cut the cake L a u r e n c e L i e s s m a n n
at the family and staff celebrations held at the (apprentice); and Laura
business on August 25.
Liessmann (sales).

Burdekin Region Mills
Weekly Production Figures

Weeks 10 and 11—ending August 22, 2020
Cane crushed This Week
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin

151,708
86,049
77,727
88,829
404,313

CCS
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin

14.67
14.90
14.09
14.69
14.61

Season to
Date
1,339,835
580,254
595,625
639,515
3,155,229

13.45
13.91
13.54
13.82
13.62

Comments —
WEEK 10—The Burdekin recorded good
throughput for week 10, with more than
395,000 tonnes crushed across the four
mills. This was above budget, despite unscheduled stops at Pioneer and Inkerman
mills. Average weekly CCS is climbing steadily and finished the week at 14.31 units. The
highest CCS of 17.3 was shared three ways
from a rake of Q240 plant and Q240 first ratoon in the Pioneer area and a rake of Q183
plant in the Inkerman area. The crop continues to yield close to the original forecast in
tonnes but CCS remains slightly below budget due to the persistent wet conditions.
WEEK 11—
The Burdekin recorded another good crushing week with throughput exceeding 400,000
tonnes. Favourable weather is paving the
way for good cane quality and bin weights.
Total throughput for the year is now over
three million tonnes. Average weekly CCS
continues to climb steadily and finished the
week at 14.61 units, which is now only just
below budget. The highest CCS sample was
18.0 from a rake of Q183 first ratoon cane in
the Invicta area. There has been an increase
in the number of near misses at cane rail
crossings recently and some details have
been provided to police. Members of the Burdekin community are urged to remain vigilant
around our cane rail crossings as we head
towards the season’s halfway mark. Please
use your train brain and always give way to
cane trains.
John Tait,
Cane Supply Manager,
Burdekin Region

Weather the attraction for Groper Creek visitors
with Jeanette Garvey

Jetty Jottings

LITTLE wonder the tourists are
hanging around with such splendid weather! Groper Creek Caravan Park has seen a constant
flow of visitors since COVID travel bans were lifted in Queensland. And those who were able to
travel prior to NSW bans have no intention of returning
home yet, soaking up our warm Burdekin weather and
hospitality.

Brothers Col and Len Hardy
(left) check out the Queensland
vs NSW NRL State of Origin
and flood marker at Groper
Creek – the subject of great
banter. The brothers were also
joined by their younger brother,
Des and wives, Maureen, Cynthia and Christine. A keen Roosters supporter, eldest
Hardy brother, Len always catches up with his old Sydney cricket mate, Phil Campling (below) at the Malpass
Hotel, whilst visiting Burdekin relatives. With many stories to tell, the
pair are planning
a
cricketing
comeback at the
Canefield Ashes
we hear!
BARRAS are on the bite, as
Russell Furlong (left) and
younger son, Corey discovered recently. Spending a
family weekend at their
Groper hut to celebrate a
Fiftieth birthday milestone
for Russell, the avid fishers

lured a nice catch with Corey
outclassing his Dad and snaring
the largest, measuring 106cm.
With reports of some huge bull
sharks chasing fish right up to
boats – and often taking prize
catches – it really is a bonus to
see fish make it into eskies.

RENOWNED shark expert, Vic Hislop (left) made a return
visit to Groper recently to fish the Burdekin in his houseboat and catch up with old mates, including Max Brayshaw
(right).
Landing
himself
“enough for a feed”, Vic said
the bull sharks were definitely
about: “They’re a real problem
and growing rapidly in numbers; once they move in, they eat everything in that hole
then move onto the next – native species don’t stand a
chance.”

FRIENDS enjoyed a day on the water aboard the
Cannavan family’s engineered craft, Ocean Karma. Skippered by Lee Cannavan, the group returned to Groper
with wide grins as a unique up-close whale watching encounter was a bonus to their great day out.
THE Home Hill Boat Club is currently lobbying the State
Government to protect, retain and improve the Groper
Creek Jetty and boat ramps for the enjoyment of future
generations . . . and they are eagerly awaiting a response.

They’re racing in Home Hill . . .
Burdekin Race Club Inc.
Future race dates


September 12, 2020



October 31, 2020

Strong fields, close racing
THE Burdekin Race Club
has maintained strong support from trainers and owners from throughout the
north, as their series of
monthly race meetings continued in August.
The five races in the program again attracted full
fields in all but one race and
the close finishes provided
excellent entertainment for
the large crowd that attended.
Burdekin Club president,
Ricky Gudge described the
meeting as “top shelf” with
great finishes that “kept our
judges on the ball”.
Mr Gudge said the grounds
were looking great again
after recent working bees.
“A great crowd turned up

and with all the protocols
that we must follow, I don’t
believe we had any issues.”
The Home Hill trainer gained
a second placing with Rebel
Lake narrowly beaten in the
second race, the 1460 metre
Plate.
Another local trainer, Rodney Cussons gained a third
placing with Jackoh (Bonnie
Thomson) in the first event,
also over 1460 metres.
Jockeys had mixed results
over the five events, with
Bonnie Thomson recording
wins in the final two events,
as well as the third on
Jackoh and Marnu Poltgeiter
finished with two seconds
and a third.
The club will race again on
Saturday, September 12.

Burdekin Race Club president and trainer for RJR
Racing, Ricky Gudge talks
to jockey, Marnu Potgeiter
after Rebel Lake was narrowly beaten into second
place in his first run on the
Home Hill track.

There were close finishes in an excellent day of racing at the Burdekin Race
Club’s August meeting. In race three, Muiron (Dakota Graham) scored a narrow victory over (13) Master Agar (Ngaire Nelson) with (10) The Deckraider
(Peter Cullen) third.

Derby Day bonus racing

Liessmann & Sons
Plumbing & Gas Fitting

HOME HILL — Phone 4782 1612
* CEMENT * PAINT * TIMBER
* PLUMBING & GAS SUPPLIES
* POTTING MIXTURE * ALL FERTILISERS
* L.P. GAS SALES
1 Fourth Street, Home Hill —Email: liessmann@bigpond.com

Jimmy’s Handyman
& Fencing Service






Painting
Tiling
Fencing
Lawn & Garden Service
Repairs & Maintenance

KEEN horse racing
fans can look forward
to an excellent day of
racing on Derby Day,
Saturday, October 31,
with the Burdekin
Race Club included in
the running of heats of
two major country
race series, with increased prize money.
Club president, Ricky
Gudge told a recent
club meeting that the
club
had secured
heats of the Country
Cups Challenge and
the Country Sprint
series.
“Both races will carry
prize
money
of
$10,000,” he said.
Mr Gudge also announced that the Justin Scott Memorial
Race would also be
run over 1830 metres
(the distance of the
annual Burdekin Cup)
and it would also carry
prize
money
of
$10,000, with sponsorship from True-

north for that race and
two others.
He also thanked the
family of Justin Scott
for their sponsorship
of that race.
The Burdekin Club is
currently in the process of rectifying problems with its training
track after it was
closed following a
complaint from someone about its safety.
Mr Gudge said it was
not a five-minute job
and it was likely to be
weeks before the track
could be reopened.
“It will only be reopened when the club
has approval from the
Racing
Queensland
Authority Officer that
the track is safe.”
With the Bowen Club
postponing its Cup
meeting to February
next year, the Burdekin Club has offered to
take on that date if
they needed the date
to continue.

Uli Liessmann
comments . .
Uli Liessmann reports on local issues
The Home Hill High School has a new project called
“The Dig INN” - an Agricultural Plot funded by the Local
Community Grant.
This new project is led by Louise, a Teacher of Agricultural Science and it is the gateway to agribusiness to
Industry School and for future young Farmers.
Basically
the Agricultural
Prac
students
(pictured)
will oversee
the
plot—
insects,
pests, diseases, watering issues, soil testing, crop
yields, crop health growth rates, harvesting etc. At present there are 12 rows that have been planted with a
variety of capsicum, tomatoes, egg plants, pumpkins
and cabbage. This is a 10 out of 10 project.
HEARD on the grapevine and I hope it’s true—Home
Hill might be getting three trees decorated with fairy
lights in Eighth Avenue in the near future. Good move!
THE Home Hill RSL Sub Branch held its AGM on the
July 27 with a very good attendance. All committee
members were re-elected with Richard Kelly as President and the demanding job as Secretary to Alan Petersen, followed by Ron Clive as Treasurer. One of the
topics of discussion was the war graves plaques that
are to be installed at the Home Hill Cemetery to honour

past diggers. A lot of work has gone into this project and
should be finalised in the near future. The Vietnam Veterans Association commemorated the battle of Long
Tan at Deep Creek Veterans Retreat on August 18,
which was well attended by all. All Dignitaries were
MIA—not missed but remembered.
DO YOU look a gift horse in the mouth? Obviously the
Council does. Dale Last MP offered Council a footpath
sweeper at no cost, which was knocked back immediately by some of the councillors, great work guys! One of
the excuses was that council would have to put on another employee, good one?
I READ with great interest the very many words of the
overview for economic development within the shire.
Another thought why not concentrate and support economic development on local business that employs local
people within the shire. Provide a pathway to help and
support existing businesses to keep their doors open
and retain their employees who need their jobs. Small
towns are struggling amid the economic downturn and
not to mention the flow-on affect from the virus is not
helping. A comparison of empty shops as follows Home
Hill 26 to other centres (throughout Queensland) such
as Townsville 49, Bundaberg 45, Maryborough’s 46 and
the list goes on and forever changes.
On the bright side, older style properties are selling at a
reduced rate. The down side to this is the valuation of all
properties around will decrease. Also the Government
has knocked back Council’s funding application for the
Ayr Industrial Estate—all the more reason to help local
businesses stay afloat.
THESE are my views only. To contact me, please phone
(mobile) 0439 822 064 or www.uliliessmann.com.au .
ULI LIESSMANN

FOR SALE—BOAT

5.6mtr New Generation Shark Cat
Fully equipped—All safety gear
2 x 140hp Sports Evinrude
2 stroke motors—Fully upgraded
mechanically to later model—
All in excellent condition.
New Heavy Duty Trailer
Phone 4782 1652 (A/H) - P.O.A.

State Member seeks action on CBD parking
IT IS not always the biggest issues that
make the biggest difference for business
owners and residents in small towns, according to Member for Burdekin, Dale
Last.
At a recent meeting with the Home Hill
Chamber of Commerce executive, the
camber on the Bruce Highway throughout
the centre of Home Hill was described as
“an accident waiting to happen” and Mr Last
Dale Last MP,
was quick to seek action on the issue.
Member for
“When Senator McDonald and I met with
Burdekin
the Chamber executive, there were quite a
few issues raised,” Mr Last said. “Like all centres, Home
Hill is facing the challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic and
there are some other issues that need attention, but the
issue of dangerous parking was one that I wasn’t expecting.
“While no one would complain about the road surface on
the highway being re-sealed, it has resulted in the parking
at the front of businesses becoming difficult for some and
downright dangerous for others.

“There are already people who were visiting town for another reason and, due to the camber of the road, ended up
visiting the doctor’s surgery.”
Mr Last said that, for smaller centres to thrive, ease of access was one issue that could not be compromised on, let
alone unsafe parking.
“Several members of the chamber executive said they
knew of people who refused to park on the side of the
main street,” the Member for Burdekin said. “There are
also people who are avoiding the main street altogether
and that can have serious effects on the businesses and
the people themselves.
“The last thing we need is someone who needs medical
care refusing to go to the doctor because the parking situation is bad. Vehicles are being damaged and that’s bad
enough, but people losing their balance and falling makes
a bad situation even more dangerous.
“Home Hill is doing it hard enough without extra problems,”
he commented.
“I’ve raised the issue with the Minister for Transport and I
hope we see some corrective action taken sooner rather
than later.”

Magazine to record 60 years of our festival
THE Home Hill Harvest Festival
Committee has commenced a project to produce a Sixtieth Anniversary Harvest Festival Magazine,
including a USB of photos, which is
planned to be available for sale to
the public at the end of 2022 – the
Festival’s actual sixtieth year.
Project leader, Home Hill resident,
photographer and teacher, Saskia
Vollema-Creek said the more time
she had put into researching the
magazine, “the more I have come
to realise what an integral part of
Home Hill’s history this festival is
and that it needs to be comprehensively documented”.
She has been in the process of
putting up posts on the Harvest
Festival’s Facebook Page, as they
looked for contributions from all
former Queen entrants.
Those contributions could come in
the form of newspaper articles,
photos, balls and other forms of
memorabilia and a recount of the

experiences of those Queen candidates during their year in the spotlight.
MS Vollema-Creek said the contributions could include comments on
why they entered the festival competition, their fundraising efforts and
highlights and memorable moments
during their year.
“They should also provide memories
of the Ball, their partner, their float
and the parade and what they got
out of being a Queen candidate,” she
said.
Ms Vollema-Creek offered her thanks
to those who had already contributed photos and other memorabilia so
far since she started working on the
project.
“The response to the magazine and
the Facebook posts have been extremely positive – certainly a trip
down memory lane for everyone,”
she said.
Anyone wishing to contribute to the
magazine’s contents should contact

The 1973 Festival Queen, Loretta Fusco crowns
her 1974 successor, Lions entrant, Shayne Irlam

Saskia Vollema-Creek on Facebook via
messenger or email
creekys@westnet.com.au . Saskia will be
happy to scan any articles and photos at a
high resolution for use in the project.

Help honour
a World
War II hero
I AM always honoured to be able to thank a veteran for their service to our nation, however, I need the help of the Home Hill community in this instance.
A special commemorative medallion is
now available to all
living Second World
War veterans in the
Home Hill region, but
due to privacy legislation, these servicemen and women
must apply for it
themselves.
We’re unable to find
out who these people are and contact them directly to show our
appreciation and thank them for their sacrifices. They, or a family
member will need to contact the Department of Veterans’ Affairs
on (02) 6191 8217 or visit dva.gov.au/medallion to make the application. Should they need any assistance, they can contact my
office on (07) 4944 0575. This medallion marks the 75th anniversary of the end of WWII on August 15 and I’d like to see all those
eligible receiving this recognition.
Boosting jobs through road infrastructure
The Burdekin local government area has received an initial payment of $310,000 for two projects as part of the Morrison Liberal
National Government’s measures to boost jobs and support communities at this time. The money is out the door already and
amounts to 50 per cent of the funding needed to complete the
resealing of 250m of concrete floodway; complete rehabilitation
work at the Rita Island Anabranch bridges; and reconstruct
Norham Road between Airdmillan Road and the Caravan Park at
Ayr. The remaining 50 per cent of funding – a further $310,000 –
will be paid out as the projects progress, bringing the total
amount of funding delivered to Burdekin Shire Council for these
works to $620,000.
Authorised by Federal Member for Dawson George Christensen, 2/21 Milton Street, Mackay
Qld4740. PH: 4944 0662 - www.georgechristensen.com.au .

The Home Hill Chamber of Commerce
acknowledges and appreciates the support of

Wilmar Sugar’s
Inkerman Mill
with the printing of
The Home Hill News.

Chamber officers returned
THE Home Hill Chamber of Commerce has commenced another year with virtually the same leadership elected as in the previous year, following
their annual general meeting held at The Vault in
Eighth Avenue during August.
The meeting attracted a good attendance even
with COVID-19 and social distancing well in the
minds of everyone who attended.
The election of officers resulted in David Jackson
being returned as President of the Chamber for
another year, with Uli Liessmann as Vice President, Lisa Shepherd as Treasurer and Erin Brennan as a member of the executive.
The Chamber secretary is Mr Terry Cross, who
was appointed at the beginning of July. Mr Cross
was unable to be present at the meeting, but has
taken up his new position and will be in attendance
at future meetings.
Mr Jackson presented his annual report to the
meeting, looking back on the past year for the
chamber and its activities, which have been severely curtailed because of the Coronavirus.
The Chamber is currently working in conjunction
with the Burdekin Shire Council and the Ayr Chamber of Commerce on a marketing exercise from
September onwards which encourages Burdekin
residents to shop locally.
Home Hill residents should look for details of the
promotion, with initial information on the last page
of this issue of The Home Hill News.

Incentive for rates payments
BURDEKIN Shire ratepayers are reminded to keep an eye on
when their rates are due for payment, with an extra incentive
on offer for those who are able to pay on or before Monday,
September 7.
While the council has extended the date for when final rates
are due to October 26, those ratepayers who are able to pay
by September 7 could be in line to win one of four $500 gift
vouchers.
The 2020/21 rates notices were distributed across the Shire
early in August, with the final deadline extended to October
26 in response to the impact of COVID-19 on the community.
However anyone who pays on or before September 7, within
the regular one-month limit, will go into the draw to receive
one of the gift vouchers.
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said the incentive was a fantastic way
to support the local businesses that kept the community moving during the pandemic.
Residents who require assistance have been encouraged to
contact Council to discuss a payment plan.

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district
170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisans Community invite you to inspect their display of various arts and craft forms at the
Ashworths Rock Shop complex from 9.30am to 1pm Tuesdays, 10am to 5pm each day from Wednesday to Friday and 10am to 1pm
Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in
the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.
Burdekin River and the Burdekin bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;
Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from
February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529).
Burdekin Toastmasters hold their dinner meetings at The Crown Hotel on the first and third Thursday of each month.
Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418
783 799 for details of how to participate.
Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old
igloos and gun emplacement still in place;
For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Course (4782 1632—amongst the cane fields
on Iona Road), at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or at the Home Hill Community
Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open bar.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.
Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month.
The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.
Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.
Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill every Saturday evening;
Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the
plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street
Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth
Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in.
The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.
Comments on our town or services would be appreciated, Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com

