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USE IT OR LOSE IT!  - That is the message from the members of 

the Home Hill Community Sports Club as they encourage local 

residents to make use of the facilities at what was formerly the 

Home Hill Bowling Club. 

Sports Club President Les Oats said they wanted the community 

to start using the club and its facilities “or we will lose it”.  

The club offers a bowling green for exponents of the sport, with 

competitions on Thursday and Sunday afternoons, while five-a-

side soccer is also played on the green by players wearing flat-

soled shoes. 

For those wishing to play friendly bowls competitions, names 

should be in by 1pm for a 1.30pm start to the bowls competitions, 

while bowls games can also be arranged on Tuesday nights and 

soccer on Wednesday nights by arrangement with the club by 

phoning 0419 143 471. 

The soccer games have proved popular with backpackers from 

the nearby facilities as well as those who come over to Home Hill 

from their Ayr accommodation. 

The club has resurrected a link with the past through the efforts of 

their caretaker, Russell Tyson who devoted a great deal of time 

and elbow grease to cleaning up the bell that has been in place 

on the wall of the bar and which calls members to the start and 

finish of games. 

Continued on Page 5 

Sports Club’s plea — Use it or Lose it 

Home Hill Community Sports Club President, Les Oats (left) and caretak-

er Russell Tyson with the restored bell, which was donated to the Bowling 

Club by  Duncan McDonald in 1978. 

Water for Bowen ‘in the pipeline’ 
THE proposed pipeline to take water from 

the Burdekin River through to Bowen and 

to agricultural areas in between, could 

have a good chance of going ahead after 

the State Election on Saturday, October 

31, following support for the project from 

the two major parties with candidates 

contesting the Burdekin electorate. 

The Home Hill News put three questions 

to two of the candidates - the sitting mem-

ber Dale Last (LNP) and one of his oppo-

nents, Michael Brunker (ALP). 

The first question asked - The proposed 

water pipeline from Home Hill to Bowen 

will be of tremendous benefit to this com-

munity, especially in the construction 

period – is there anything the state can 

do to assist Local Government to get this 

project moving ASAP? 

Mr Last, in his response, said “This is a project 

that has been talked about for years.  It’s time to  

actually make it happen and if that means the 

state government needs to step in, then an LNP 

government will do just that.” 

He said both the producers who are calling for 

the water and the people of Home Hill deserve 

action and our community deserves the jobs. 

“There is 100,000 hectares of arable land in the 

Burdekin-Bowen-Collinsville area that only 

needs water to create even more opportunities 

and more jobs,” Mr Last continued.  

“Home Hill is a key part of developing that land 

and of growing the industries, so I would hope 

we would see jobs during the construction of the 

pipeline and jobs created from the expansion of 

primary production. 

“All the critical infrastructure in terms of roads, 

rail and power already exist, so it is simply a 

matter of running the pipeline and letting the 

opportunities flow.” 

Mr Brunker, currently a councillor on the 

Whitsunday Regional Council, said they had 

got the two Councils (Burdekin and Whitsun-

day) together to talk about the pipeline. 

“Both councils met and it is now in the hands 

of the proponents to lodge an application 

through the Co-Ordinator-Generals Depart-

ment,” he said. “They will need to write to the 

State Government first and then, if they are 

eligible for a grant, they would then apply to 

the Federal Government for the grant.” 

Mr Brunker said he would certainly advocate  

for the project if elected as the representative 

for the seat of Burdekin. 

The candidates were also asked about the 

future of the Burdekin College of TAFE in  

Continued on Page 3 



we have again added an extra two pages to this 

issue because of the amount of news we have to 

publish. 

It is interesting to note that the Whitsunday and 

Burdekin Councils have already met to discuss 

the proposed pipeline project from Home Hill to 

Bowen, which is great news. 

Then there is also the revelation that $850k of 

funding for maintenance and refurbishment 

works has been committed by the Labor Party to 

the Burdekin TAFE, while the LNP’s plan for a 

dual carriageway for the Bruce Highway should 

ensure a new bridge over the Burdekin is 

amongst the major works to be placed on the 

planning table. 

We do not normally see political parties bringing 

their leaders to Home Hill—their usual thinking is 

that a visit to Ayr is a visit to Home Hill, which 

means that our town continues to miss out on 

being able to show what our priority needs are. 

Maybe if LNP leader, Deb Frecklington had 

made it to Home Hill sooner, the town may have 

had a footpath cleaner ready to make its pres-

ence felt if that party is successful. 

However, it was good to see that NQ First candi-

date, Carolyn Moriarty and their Burdekin repre-

sentative, Shane Moon held a meet-the-people 

event in Home Hill, as they pointed out that the 

Burdekin Motor Inn was very suitable for their 

needs. Different thinking to most other parties! 

Hopefully, during October, we may see political 

parties and their leaders showing some interest 

in the southern side of the Burdekin with offers 

of projects that could help to take our commu-

nity forward. 

 

A REMINDER to Home Hill businesses that 

they should be ensuring they make their mem-

bership payments to the Home Hill Chamber of 

Commerce as soon as possible if they wish to 

take advantage of the Burdekin Rewards pro-

motion that has already created keen interest 

amongst local shoppers. Up to 10 Burdekin Gift 

Cards valued at $50 each will be given away at 

the end of each month with four Gift Cards 

valued at $1000 on offer at the end of Decem-

ber in the draws of completed cards. 

In other words, the more customers shop in 

Home Hill, the more completed cards you can 

submit and the more chance you have of win-

ning one of the prizes on offer. 

Participating businesses have to be a member 

of the chamber of commerce to take part—

good value at the $100 membership fee for the 

Home Hill Chamber. Invoices are out now! 

   - DAVID JACKSON 

The finer points of Home Hill . . 
    
IT IS election time in Queensland at 

the end of October—with the state’s 

voters to make a decision on their 

government for the next term of four 

years—not three years as has been 

the case in the past. 

The Burdekin electorate is ours in 

name only, as its area now takes in 

parts of Townsville in the north to 

Bowen in the south and south-west 

to the coal fields of Central Queens-

land. 

In fact, the electorate name is be-

coming a complete misnomer with 

candidates from Alligator Creek, 

Bowen, Clermont, Townsville and 

the deep south of the state amongst 

the five who have already been pre-

selected by different political parties. 

Like all regional areas, there is a lot 

to be done by the successful candi-

date in what is now one of the big-

gest electorates in area, making it a 

difficult job to meet the needs of 

constituents with such a diverse 

range of products and services avail-

able — from agricultural to industrial 

to mining. 

The promises are now coming thick 

and fast to try to attract the votes  to 

win government, including moves 

towards a two-lane Bruce Highway in 

each direction.  

Anyone who has travelled along the 

coastal highway of New South Wales 

in recent years would have noticed 

that they are well on the way towards 

that result now with large sections of 

new highway under construction.  

Earlier this year, it was pointed out 

that the section of highway between 

Home Hill and Mackay was regarded 

as the worst along the Bruce High-

way—could if be that, if that is the 

case, such a project could be started 

in that section, which would bring 

major benefits to this region? 

We raised three issues with the can-

didates for the two major parties—

Labor and LNP—and the result is in 

this issue with revealing responses. 

Unfortunately, lack of space meant 

we could not offer the same oppor-

tunity to all parties because of the 

lack of available space, even though 

A LINK with the past arrived in 

the post recently from a former 

Burdekin Shire Councillor from 

the era of divisions, when vot-

ers had a closer relationship 

with their elected representa-

tives. 

Former Division Three council-

lor Bob Whitson resided in the 

Maidavale district of Ayr (close 

to the school) before he moved 

south to Bribie Island (north of 

Brisbane) and is now in a resi-

dential home with his wife, 

Bernadette in the city. 

Bob had phoned us earlier to 

discuss life in general and in 

the past and he followed up 

with information from his Na-

tional Service days as an aero 

engine mechanic for six 

months. with a picture of the 

result of “two brilliant pilots” 

who had safely landed two 

planes that had somehow 

become entangled on top of 

one-another. 

Bob also sent the picture 

(above) of boating life in the 

south-east where “you can go 

out in the boat and back again 

and not get your feet wet” with 

that parking arrangement. We 

don’t know if there are too 

many local fishermen with a 

set-up like that in the picture. 

Bob had a caring attitude 

towards his division and shire 

residents and was never short 

of a chat—and that situation 

does not seem to have 

changed. 

Many locals would like to see a 

return to divisions to allow 

candidates to represent an 

area where they live. However, 

it will probably never happen 

again with the one vote, one 

value rules that dictate proce-

dures now. 



 

 CROWN HOTEL—The Middle Pub—Home Hill  

Call in and see 

our friendly staff 

for your favourite 

drinks and  

Take-away  

Pizzas  

and Meals 

Phone  

4782 1007 to 

place your 

order— to be  

collected in 

the Bottle 

Shop Drive 

through 

Election views on Pipeline, TAFE College and Burdekin Bridge 

 

facility to our south,” Mr Last said. 

“As these industries are re-

energised and created, I think we 

will see demand for training in-

crease and there is a vital role for 

TAFE colleges like the one in the 

Burdekin to help fulfill that training 

need. I would like to see trade 

related courses run out of the 

Burdekin TAFE, because that is a 

good fit for this community and 

we desperately need more tradies 

across all disciplines,” he said. 

ALP candidate, Michael Brunker 

said they understood how im-

portant it is to provide local oppor-

tunities to Burdekin students. 

“That's why we have already 

committed $850k of funding for 

maintenance and refurbishment 

works at the Burdekin TAFE,” he 

advised.  “This will deliver a new 

student-industry collaboration 

learning centre to support early 

childhood education and commu-

nity service training. 

“The refurbishment works will also 

include modernisation of the trade 

facilities to re-energise the local 

skill base for the engineering 

industry,” Mr Brunker said. 

“This is part of the Palaszczuk 

Government's $105 million invest-

ment to deliver improved training 

infrastructure across the state.” 

The two candidates were also 

asked - Multi-millions of dollars 

has been spent on maintenance 

of the Burdekin Bridge over many 

Continued from Page 1—

Home Hill—What is the future 

of the TAFE College in the 

Burdekin – There has been a 

lot of advertising for TAFE 

education in the Townsville 

region this year, but it seems 

to be of little relevance to the 

Burdekin TAFE College com-

plex, which has been under-

used for many years and many 

students would have to travel 

to Townsville to undertake 

courses that were originally 

available in the local college? 

Mr Last (LNP) said: “What we 

have seen from the current 

government is a reduction in 

training opportunities in region-

al areas.  We have seen that 

with TAFE colleges like the 

one in Home Hill and in agri-

cultural colleges, which this 

Labor Government closed 

across the State.  

“The fact is that the Burdekin 

TAFE College has basically 

been left to decay by the cur-

rent government.  I know when 

a group was looking at provid-

ing childcare from the college, 

the costs of returning it to a 

usable, safe state were astro-

nomical. 

“The LNP has a very clear 

commitment to developing 

regional industries, like agricul-

ture and introducing new in-

dustries like the space launch 

years, but there has been very 

little mention of planning for a 

second bridge crossing to take 

away the bridge closures for wide 

loads, which can stop traffic up to 

ten or a dozen times a day – 

what is your party planning for 

the future of this major highway 

river crossing in the near future? 

LNP candidate, Dale Last said 

“The LNP has a bold plan to up-

grade the Bruce Highway from 

single lane to dual lane along its 

full length.  That plan would obvi-

ously highlight the need for either 

a new bridge or a duplication of 

the current bridge. 

“People will remember that, when 

the new bridge was last pro-

posed, there was significant com-

munity opposition, so we will 

need to work co-operatively with 

all stakeholders to ensure that 

the project is planned and imple-

mented correctly,” he advised. 

Mr Last said he had met with 

Transport and Main Roads to 

discuss a second bridge crossing 

for the Burdekin and a lot of plan-

ning work has been undertaken 

to identify and preserve corridors 

to enable this work to proceed. 

LABOR Party candidate, Michael 

Brunker said “The Burdekin River 

Bridge is a massive project that 

we are very focused on and we 

understand the importance of 

ensuring there is a safe and relia-

ble connection for the 10,000 

vehicles that access it each day 

between North Queensland and all 

points south. 

“Given the substantial cost and 

time it would take to build a second 

bridge, the Palaszczuk Govern-

ment and Federal Government 

have committed a combined $47 

million maintenance program for 

the existing bridge that is currently 

in action,” he advised. 

“A project replacing 90 drainage 

gates, that have been there since 

the bridge was built, commenced in 

June this year and that alone has 

created 30 local jobs. 

“Through continued maintenance 

and rehabilitation of this bridge, we 

are maintaining economic produc-

tivity in Queensland and helping 

locals get back to work,” Mr Brunk-

er said. “It’s also improving access 

to the region through reduced trav-

el time and route reliability. Adding 

to this, we are also working on 

upgrades across the Burdekin ar-

ea, including substantial funding 

going into upgrading the Bruce 

Highway. “This includes $514m on 

the upgrade at the Haughton River 

and a $44m project to build more 

overtaking lanes on the highway at 

Killymoon Creek. We’ve also 

brought forward the construction 

date for more Highway overtaking 

lanes between Bowen and Home 

Hill,” Mr Brunker said. “The work 

was originally planned for 2022-23, 

but will start next year now.” 



 

 
Burdekin Region Mills  

 

Weekly Production Figures 
 

Weeks 15 and 16—ending September 26, 2020 
 

Cane crushed   This Week   Season to  

          Date 

Invicta  158,463 2,121,317 

Pioneer    86,621    975,187 

Kalamia             66,803    971,280 

Inkerman             86,878 1,042,001 

Burdekin           398,765 5,109,785 

 

CCS 

Invicta   15.29        14.07 

Pioneer   15.58        14.57 

Kalamia   14.94        14.09 

Inkerman   15.29        14.37 

Burdekin    15.29           14.23 

 

Comments —  

WEEK 15— 

Close to 400,000 tonnes of cane was processed for the 

week, which was above budget. Invicta Mill had a 

scheduled B-side clean. There were unscheduled stops 

at each of the other three mills, but factory performance 

outside these stops was good. Average weekly CCS 

increased again to 15.49 units which is above budget for 

the week. Season to date CCS crept up to 14.14 units. 

The highest CCS sample was 18.70 from a rake of 

Q183 plant cane in the Inkerman area. Parents and 

carers are asked to remind children of the dangers asso-

ciated with cane trains. Children should stay well away 

from the tracks, points, locos and cane bins.  

WEEK 16— 

Close to 400,000 tonnes of cane were processed for the 

week, which was above budget. The Burdekin mills have 

now crushed more than five million tonnes of cane for 

the season. Pioneer Mill achieved its highest weekly 

throughput for the season so far. Inkerman Mill has 

scheduled a 25-hour stop this week to do cleaning and 

maintenance, as well as repair a leaking boiler tube. 

Storms threatened in the region last Wednesday but did 

not eventuate. Harvesting conditions remain favourable. 

Average weekly CCS dropped by 0.2 units this week to 

15.29 units, which is just on budget for the week. Sea-

son to date CCS is now up to 14.23 units. The highest 

CCS sample was 18.50 from a rake of Q240 third ratoon 

cane in the Invicta area. People travelling away for the 

long weekend or heading home from the school holidays 

are reminded to ‘Use your train brain’ and always give 

way to cane trains. Parents and guardians are also 

urged to remind children to stay clear of our cane rail 

network.  

 John Tait, 

Cane Supply Manager, 

Burdekin Region 

Home Hill RSL Sub Branch secretary, Allan Petersen (centre) after being pre-

sented with his award by the RSL State Vice Chairman, Bill Whitman OAM (left) 

and the RSL North Queensland District President, Gary Player. 

Surprise award for RSL secretary 
HOME HILL RSL Sub Branch Secre-

tary, Allan Petersen, has been recog-

nised for his “services to the Sub 

Branch, District and the RSL in gen-

eral” with the presentation of an Aus-

tralia Day RSL Bronze Medal Award. 

However, due to the COVID-19 Pan-

demic, the presentation of the award 

was put back, firstly with plans for it to 

take place at Mr Petersen’s home after 

the coronavirus restrictions had eased. 

That later changed again, until it even-

tually took place at the North Queens-

land District RSL Annual General 

Meeting and Dinner, which had also 

been rescheduled to Townsville on 

Saturday night, August 1, because of 

the restrictions that were in place. 

The award was presented by the RSL 

State Vice Chairman, Bill Whitman 

OAM and the RSL North Queensland 

District President, Gary Player at the 

dinner. 

Mr Petersen said the presentation was 

supposed to be of a Silver Medal 

Award, but with no more silver 

awards left for the presentations, he 

received the Bronze Award. 

“The medal is not the important thing 

here,” Mr Petersen said. “It is the 

fact that the District Executive had 

nominated me for this award, due to 

my RSL commitment.” 

With the award presentation coming 

as a complete surprise, he com-

mented that his wife, Elaine had 

known about the medal for some 

time and was able to keep it quiet. 

“In my thank you response, I did say 

to them that I accepted the award on 

behalf of all those who I work with in 

the RSL – for without them I am 

nothing. 

“Shelley, the district secretary, called 

in at home and on one occasion, she 

almost let the cat out of the bag.” 

Mr Petersen said that everything 

worked out well in the end and he 

was “so overwhelmed” with having 

received the award. 



with Jeanette Garvey 
 
THE “undiscovered Karumba” is what 

Groper Creek has been dubbed by travel 

gurus, who recently stopped by to discov-

er our piece of paradise.  

“The office requires a Hillary-like endeav-

our to reach and nowhere else on my 

travels across Oz have I seen a public Telstra phone box set on a 

second-floor landing!”, the scribe reported on their Grey Nomad 

Awards Facebook page. “It’s no wonder so many fish-loving travel-

lers with whom I spoke said it’s their favourite Queensland park. 

Änd where Karumba is famous for its sunsets, this place has glori-

ous sunrises. It’s like being gently kissed awake by the sun.” 

What fantastic feedback!  The ladies also promote the judging of 

Arts Awards, which they believe the Burdekin has some unique 

features worthy of entry. 

 

SPEAKING of artworks…the entrance to Groper Creek has been 

made a little 

brighter with 

the sprucing 

up of aban-

doned ship, 

Sea Drift  

(pictured 

right). The 

Burdekin 

Shire Council placed an abandoned vehicle notice on the boat in 

October, 2012 after it lay deserted for several years. There have 

been numerous calls for Sea Drift to be disposed of and at one 

point, the Groper Creek Rural Fire Brigade was even approached to 

possibly utilise the ship as a “training exercise”. All that is now re-

quired is a “Welcome to Groper Creek” sign. 

 

QUEENSLAND Department of Environment and Science officers 

have erected crocodile warning signs at the Groper Creek boat 

ramps following several recent sightings. Caravan Park residents 

spotted a three metre croc eyeballing them a few 

days in a row at the mouth of Mosquito Creek, 

before a call to the Crocwatch Hotline (1300 130 

372) was made.  A week later, another larger 

croc was sighted sunning itself on the sandbar 

straight out from the jetty.  September to April is 

breeding season for crocodiles with male croco-

diles becoming more mobile as they seek out females. Whilst protect-

ing these prehistoric beasts 

is important, it is a real wor-

ry when they start hanging 

around close to populated 

waterways endangering 

human lives. 

 

THE Groper Creek play-

ground got a serious workout over the September school holidays! 

Queensland’s latest State of Industry Report indicated 83per cent of 

caravanning and camping nights are spent in regional areas like ours, 

with $2.9 billion contributed to the economy. 

 

Local kids (from left, back) Flynn Cazzulino, Blair Bapty, Katie Bapty, 

Laylah Durrant, Jorja Bapty and (front) Ella Payne, Ben Bapty and Lu-

cas Payne enjoyed an ice-cream at the Groper Creek playground. 

Jetty Jottings 

Travel gurus highlight the Groper Creek paradise 

 

They’re racing in Home Hill . . . 

Burdekin Race Club Inc. 

  Next meeting 

  October 31, 2020  

 

Derby Day and  

Justin Scott Memorial 



* CEMENT  * PAINT  * TIMBER   

* PLUMBING & GAS SUPPLIES   

* POTTING MIXTURE  * ALL FERTILISERS 

* L.P. GAS SALES 

 

The Home Hill Chamber of 

Commerce acknowledges and 

appreciates the support of  

Wilmar Sugar’s  

Inkerman Mill  

with the printing of  

The Home Hill News. 

 Painting 

 Tiling 

 Fencing 

 Lawn & Garden Service 

 Repairs & Maintenance 

1 Fourth Street, Home Hill —Email: liessmann@bigpond.com 

Jimmy’s Handyman  

& Fencing Service 

Liessmann & Sons 
Plumbing & Gas Fitting 

HOME HILL — Phone 4782 1612 

 

HOSTING one race meeting a month on the 

Home Hill track for several months will come 

to an end on October 31, 2020 when the Bur-

dekin Race Club holds its Derby Day race 

meeting featuring three major races as part of 

what will be either a five or six-event program. 

While the club will race again in January, 

2021, the Derby Day meeting will feature the 

Justin Scott Memorial over the Burdekin Cup 

distance of 1830 metres with increased prize 

money of $10,000, while the Burdekin Club 

has also been included in heats of the Country 

Cups Challenge and the Country Sprint Series 

to be held at race tracks around the state. 

The Derby Day meeting follows another suc-

cessful six-race program at Home Hill on Sep-

tember 12, when a good crowd turned out to 

witness close results against full fields in all 

but one of the races on the program. 

Home Hill trainer, Ray Tapiolas gained the 

only local win on the day, as his five-year-old 

mare, Hibachi Miss, ridden by Pietro Romeo, 

led all the way in the Maiden Plate for Three-

won the second heat (Race Three) for train-

er Nippy Seymour. John Manzelmann was 

presented with a portrait of well-known 

jockey, Darby McCarthy, created with a 

soldering iron, as one of the prizes for the 

race. 

Racing enthusiasts can expect more close 

racing action on the Home Hill track on 

Saturday, October 31 (State Election Day), 

especially if more of the COVID-19 re-

strictions are relaxed before that time to 

allow closer contact by patrons. 

The club has planning in place for the meet-

ing and will announce the program closer to 

the race day.  

year-olds and up over 900 metres for a half-

length win over Perfectly Posh (Frank Ed-

wards) with Quezmar (Bonnie Thomson) an-

other half-length back in third place. 

As has been the case in most of the previous 

meetings, an extra race was added to the pro-

gram to cater for the large nominations re-

ceived in the Bill “Cody” Prizeman Memorial 

resulting in the race being split in two for the 

1180 metre journey. 

The race proved a success for jockey Chelsea 

Jokic, who won both heats of the Memorial 

Race, with Rockethead winning narrowly for 

trainer John Manzelmann in Race Two of the 

program, while Nuclear Boom also narrowly 

Successful racing ahead of October’s Derby Day 

Strapper Amanda Marriage (left) with trainer Ray Tapio-

las and jockey Pietro Romeo after bringing Hibachi Miss 

back to scale after the Maiden win. 

Hibachi Miss leads the way to a win ahead of Perfectly Posh, 

Quezmar and Arrogant Heart. 



 

Uli Liessmann 

 comments . . 
 

Uli Liessmann reports on local issues  

WHEN was the last time Council cleaned the foot-

paths in the vicinity of the Doctors’ Surgery?  

At present they are an eyesore, it stinks and is a 

health hazard and an unforgettable experience. 

Try to negotiate between the pigeon sh#t! But 

don’t hurry to clean it up, because it’s in Home Hill.  

While we are on about safety in the vicinity of the 

surgery, what about the steep angle of the road to 

improve pedestrian access? What rubbish from 

the Main Roads that this problem could not be 

easily repaired due to drainage and it not the fault 

of repeated reseals of the highway—who are they 

kidding? A small suggestion for the engineers . . . 

cover the drains, this can’t be too hard. If this can’t 

be fixed, how in the hell are they building the new 

highway and bridges between Ayr and Townsville? 

Come on federal, state and local elected politi-

cians, get behind this minor project if you think it is 

important enough to help the community. 

 

COUNCIL was to install a sugar cane sculpture 

last year. This was to replace the sculpture that 

was built many years ago by Joe Rigano. I was 

wondering what happened to this project?  Every-

thing was in place, it was to be made locally, ex-

cept where to put it.; At the time, it was to go into 

Lloyd Mann Park and then the trouble started and 

no one could agree where it should go. Sugges-

tions were to use the Lions Park somewhere in the 

vicinity of the harvester and vacuum pump. 

 

LOCAL economic development at its best—yes, 

we now have a new local newspaper covering the 

greater Burdekin Shire and beyond. To keep it via-

ble, we all need to support this venture, whether 

you just buy the paper or advertise in it. By the 

same token, don’t forget the Home Hill News, 

which you are now reading. It has filled the gap for 

years with relevant news concerning the Home Hill 

community.   

 

THE Comfort Stop is still very popular and well 

used by the travelling public, even though we have 

this Coronavirus epidemic. The local economy has 

still benefited to a small degree. Below (see pic-

ture) is an example of low cost economic develop-

ment that works. Some local entrepreneur has tak-

en steps to supply local veggies to the travelling 

public and  locals who wants to avail themselves to 

fresh veggies. Payment is by an honour system. All 

think it is a great idea. 

 

THERE have been complaints about low water 

pressure—check your pipes and taps for leaks and 

if the problem persists, call the council. 

 

SHOULD you have a compliment or a complaint or 

any other issues in regard to council business, 

such as a water, drainage, stray dogs, dumped 

cars etc., you should try and send it through on 

your mobile phone using the Snap Send Solve  

App. To do this, use the free download from the 

App Store or Google . . . it is simple. Take a photo 

of the incident, send it to council, you will get confir-

mation that your request has been lodged. Try it. 

 

These are my views only.  To contact me, please 

phone (mobile) 0439 822 064 or go to 

www.uliliessmann.com.au . - ULI LIESSMANN 

http://www.uliliessmann.com.au/
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The gold bell had developed a distinct black colour until Russell put his efforts to 

work and cleaned it up to reveal an inscription which provided a history advising that 

it had been donated by a long-time stalwart of the Home Hill Bowling Club. 

The inscription read – “Presented to the Home Hill Bowling Club by Past President 

and Life Member, Duncan McDonald 1978”. 

Duncan and his brother, Rod McDonald had both been popular members of the 

Bowling Club for many years, while their sister, Freda passed away not long ago 

after reaching her 100th birthday. 

The Community Club has also become a  popular venue for local women, who have 

met at the club for craft activities, while low impact exercise classes are also held 

there. Anyone interested in gaining more information should phone the club. 

That also applies to any organisation wishing to use the club’s facilities for meetings, 

which are available free of charge as a meeting place. 

“They are here for the community to use,” Mr Oats commented. “Meals can also be 

arranged by pre-booking with the club and local residents can become a life-time 

member of the club for a $10 fee.”  

All ages can play bowls, as highlighted by 96-year-old Karl Rummeny (right) as he 

participates in a competition on the Home Hill Bowling Green. 

AN HOME HILL ratepayer is one of four to re-

ceive a $500 gift voucher offered by the Burde-

kin Shire Council in a promotion which encour-

aged residents to pay their rates by September 

7, 2020 

The Early Birds reward allows the four suc-

cessful ratepayers to go on a spending spree 

at shops of their choice in the Burdekin Shire. 

The Home Hill winner, E.J. Lane, was among 

all those who paid their rates on or before the 

September 7 date and were then placed in a 

draw, with the winners selected by random 

number generator at a recent Council meeting. 

Although that promotion has now ended, rate-

payers who have not paid their rates still have 

until the final rates due date of October 26, 

2020, with anyone experiencing difficulties 

paying their rates in full encouraged to get in 

touch with council as soon as possible to dis-

cuss payment options that are available. 

Other gift voucher winners were D. Robson of 

Alva, C. Sutcliffe (Ayr) and T. Ferraris (Ayr). 

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin encouraged ratepayers 

to consider contactless payments with a num-

ber of ways available including online, by post 

or over the phone – search for “rates pay-

ments” on council’s website for instructions on 

how to pay. 

Home Hill ratepayer 

among rates winners 

Club’s plea — Use it or Lose it 

Five candidates named so far for Burdekin State Electorate 
FIVE candidates have so far been named to contest the Burde-

kin electorate in the State Election to be held on Saturday, Octo-

ber 31. Sitting member, Dale Last (LNP) is being challenged by 

Labor opponent, Michael Brunker, while it was announced last 

week that Sam Cox would be seeking the seat on behalf of 

Katter’s Australia Party. Whitsunday MP, Jason Costigan’s Aus-

tralia First Party is being represented by Clermont resident, Car-

olyn Moriarty. As well, Palmer’s United Party has named Ben 

Wood, an Executive Manager with Palmer Liesure Australia, as 

their candidate. (No picture available). 

Dale Last (LNP) Michael Brunker (ALP) Sam Cox (KAP) 
Burdekin NQ First leader, Brendan Moon with 

candidate, Carolyn Moriarty  



Shopping 

Local 

brings  

rewards 

HOME HILL residents could be on a winner when-

ever they shop in the town as a joint promotion of 

the Home Hill and Ayr Chambers of Commerce 

with the support of the Burdekin Shire Council 

starts to take hold throughout the shire. 

The Burdekin Rewards Loyalty Program, launched 

at the beginning of September, encourages local 

shoppers to buy from local businesses that are 

members of either of the Chambers of Commerce. 

And Home Hill businesses should ensure they pay 

their memberships of the Home Hill Chamber of 

Commerce as soon as possible so that they can 

ensure they can reward their customers with a 

stamp each time they make a purchase from their 

business.  

As soon as memberships are paid, they  will be 

handed their Burdekin Rewards Packs which in-

clude cards to be handed to customers and a 

stamp to ensure a reward is recognised on the 

customers’ cards. 

The rewards program could not come at a better time 

with the current economic climate having a serious 

effect on businesses throughout the district. 

Local shoppers will be presented with the loyalty card 

each time they make a purchase at a participating 

business, receiving one stamp for each $100 spent up 

to a maximum of $2800. 

Completed cards are then placed in a barrel at one of 

the collection points at Home Hill News or Helloworld, 

and Lucky Black Cat News or Wood’s News in Ayr. 

Each month, ten winners will be drawn, with each re-

ceiving a $50 Burdekin Gift Card or at the Burdekin 

Rewards Mega Draw in December where there will be 

four draws of $1000 Burdekin Gift Cards — which 

have proven to be a winner amongst Burdekin resi-

dents since they were introduced into the district. 

All tickets drawn in the monthly draws will be kept to 

go into the December mega draws. 

A DRAFT Dune Management Strategy for Wunjunga and 

Beachmount Reserve (south of Home Hill) and for Alva 

Beach (near Ayr), detailing proposed revegetation and 

fencing to stabilise and revitalise the more than 10km of 

dunal systems, was released for public comment in Sep-

tember.  

The strategy included historical aerial images detailing 

the erosion faced by areas of the dunal systems as well 

as proposed improvements. Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said 

the strategy would ensure the systems maintained their 

integrity for decades to come.  “The Dune Management 

Strategy is an important document identifying measures 

we can take now to keep our beaches beautiful well into 

the future and I invite the community to access the draft 

strategy and have their say,” Cr McLaughlin said.  

“Draft proposals for Alva Beach and Wunjunga are avail-

able, identifying the areas proposed for revegetation, fenc-

ing improvements and improvements to four-wheel drive 

beach access,” she said in thanking JBP Scientists and En-

gineers for their detailed research and recommendations. 

“JBP are a group of chartered engineers and scientists who 

have worked on a range of projects across Australia and 

the Pacific, focusing on weather and climate change risk 

management,” she said. Community consultation on the 

draft strategy had been open until September 30 and those 

wanting to access the strategy in their own time were able 

to find the draft strategy and proposals for both Alva Beach 

and Wunjunga on the Council’s website, as well as the 

Dune Management Strategy Survey.  

The draft Dune Management Strategy for Alva Beach, Wun-

junga and Beachmount Reserve was available at http://

bit.ly/BurdekinDune. 

Dune management consultation for Wunjunga 

http://bit.ly/BurdekinDune
http://bit.ly/BurdekinDune


 

170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisans Community invite you to inspect their display of various arts and craft forms at  the  

Ashworths Rock Shop complex from 9.30am to 1pm Tuesdays, 10am to 5pm each day from Wednesday to Friday and 10am to 1pm 

Saturday. 

Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—

Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in 

the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings. 

Burdekin River and the Burdekin bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge, 

which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history; 

Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from 

February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529). 

Burdekin Toastmasters hold their dinner meetings at The Crown Hotel on the first and third Thursday of each month.  

Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418 

783 799 for details of how to participate. 

Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old 

igloos and gun emplacement still in place; 

For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Course (4782 1632—amongst the cane fields 

on Iona Road), at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or at the Home Hill Community 

Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open bar. 

Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the 

numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months; 

Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday. 

Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. 
The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the 
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs. 

Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which 

is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety 

barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.  

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill every Saturday evening; 

Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of  Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the 

plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street 

Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth 

Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in. 

The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation 

of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting. 

Comments on our town or services would be appreciated, Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com 

  

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district 

Chamber networking meeting 
THE Home Hill Chamber of 

Commerce hosted a network-

ing meeting at the Choral So-

ciety’s “The Vault” in October 

with a good attendance of 

members and guests, includ-

ing three of the new Burdekin 

Shire Councillors. The venue 

allowed social distancing 

amongst those present to al-

low everyone to comfortably 

enjoy the evening. The next 

Chamber meeting will be a 

general meeting, which again 

will be held at “The Vault” on 

the third Wednesday in October, 

the 21st. All members are encour-

aged to attend and have their say 

on Chamber issues. 

ABOVE—Small Busi-

ness financial coun-

sellor, Gerard Byrne 

talks to Artisans offic-

ers, Desley Jackson 

and Sandi Milani.  
 

(LEFT) Jim Ashworth, 

Cr Kaylee Boccalatte 

and Lloyd Shepherd.  


