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Council budget focus on “building better”
“BUILDING Better” is the focus of
the Burdekin Shire Council’s 20212022 Budget, which was released
in June, with a predicted increase
of 2.5 per cent in rates after a zero
per cent rate increase levied in the
previous year.
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said the
2021/22 Budget document included key spending in various areas,
including more than $6.9 million in
capital roadworks, $13.6 million in
water projects, $730,000 on
waste, $740,000 on cultural and
recreational spaces and $430,000
on drainage.
The Budget outlined a range of
initiatives that would ensure the
Shire remained an enviable place
to live, work, play, visit and invest,
she said.
“Council is proud to present our
2021/22 Budget document; which
is not about returning to life preCOVID, but building better; ensuring we continue to improve facilities and services across all areas.
“The 2020/21 Budget included no
general rate increase and relied on
funding from reserves to assist all
residents recover from the physical and financial impacts COVID19 was having on our community –
and now we are looking forward
with our 2021/22 Budget funding
to a range of important projects
that will continue to improve on the
infrastructure, facilities and lifestyle we enjoy in the Burdekin,” Cr
McLaughlin said.
“The theme of building better
celebrates that Council does not
just maintain existing facilities, but
continues to enhance the Shire
with improved infrastructure and
projects in all areas from roads,
drainage and water to community

services, parks and more.”
Amongst the various reports issued after the release of the
Council budget, projects specifically for the southern side of the
Shire included -

continuation of the Burdekin
smart water meter rollout.
Roads –
With roads receiving a $6.9
million share of the Budget, the
Mayor said Council would en-

The new Ninja Warrior Obstacle course is
now in use as part of
improvements to
Watson’s Green

Water –
More than $13.6 million has been
allocated to capital works on
water infrastructure in the Burdekin Shire’s 2021/22 Budget,
which includes $303,000 to install
bypass pipework at the Home Hill
Water Tower to improve supply
reliability and resilience.
Cr McLaughlin said reliability and
resilience were a key focus in the
development of water capital
projects over the next 12 months.
“Construction is underway on the
new Home Hill Reservoir and Ayr/
Brandon water supply upgrades,”
she announced. “Both are multiyear projects with completion of
the 5ML reservoir and construction of a water tower bypass
planned for Home Hill..”
The Mayor said funding had also
been allocated towards maintenance and renewal of infrastructure, with $200,000 to replace
ageing valves and pumps across
the Burdekin’s four water supply
schemes; and $200,000 for the

sure roads across the region
were safer for motorists, with
over $4 million allocated to
reconstruction of rural roads.
“As we all adapted to a new
normal in the wake of COVID19, more people than ever utilised our parks and footpaths to
keep physically and mentally
healthy,” she said.
“Council recognises this in the
2021/22 Budget with $270,000
for the design and construction
of stage two of the Burdekin Be
Active Trail in Home Hill, along
Ninth Avenue.
The Burdekin Be Active Trail
features walks of various
lengths in townships throughout
the Burdekin, with the design
and construction of stage two in
Home Hill expected to be completed by the end of the
2021/22 financial,” Cr
McLaughlin said in her Budget
reports.
Wastewater –
Described as a number one

priority in the Budget, Cr
McLaughlin said future treatment
of wastewater to remediate potential harmful nutrients from the
Great Barrier Reef is one step
closer to reality in the Burdekin,
with pre-project trials continuing
prior to development of a fullscale Macro-Algal Bioremediation
facility at the Ayr/Brandon
Wastewater Treatment Plant.
She said $40,000 would go towards pre-construction project
research and development of the
facility, with a scaled trial already
underway at the site in collaboration with Pacific Bio and James
Cook University.
“The $40,000 allocated in Council’s 2021/22 Budget will go towards pre-construction project
development of the estimated
$6.5 million facility, with Council
continuing to advocate for government funding for the full-scale
facility.
“This project could be a prototype
for similar facilities substantially
reducing the environmental impact of discharge effluent worldwide and saving Burdekin ratepayers significantly from funding a
new Wastewater Treatment Plant
in the Shire, which may be required otherwise.”
Safe waste disposal –
Cr Mc Laughlin said half a million
dollars had been allocated towards the construction and implementation of environmental protection measures at the Kirknie
Landfill, as part of Burdekin Shire
Budget.
“The funding forms part of
$730,000 dedicated to capital
waste projects,” she said.
Continued on Page 3 -

BUDGET time has quietly come and
gone in the Burdekin Shire, with the
Council releasing documents towards
the end of June providing details of
its financial operations and financial
position for the previous financial
year, the 2021/22 financial year and
for the two forecast years for 2022/23
and 2023/24, amongst other things.
In all, there was over 140 pages in
the budget document, which was
much larger in size than there has
been over past years when media
releases told the story for the council’s financial plans. Council is suggesting a 2.5 per cent increase in
general rates for the coming year
(after a zero increase last year), but
ratepayers should be aware that the
figure does not include other increases that include water and sewerage
levees, rubbish collection and any
other areas that council adds on such
as a fire levy. In other words, if you
are planning how much you need to
pay the rates bill that will be coming
in the next couple of months, don’t
just add 2.5 per to last year’s bill. The
Home Hill area does rate a mention
in the planned works in the year
ahead, with work already under way
on the new water reservoir. However,
in a Roads budget of $6.9 million,
there was only $270,000 for the design and construction of stage two of
the Burdekin Be Active Trail in Home
Hill, along Ninth Avenue. Much of the
budget will benefit rural roads in the
shire with $4 million allocated for
safer roads in those areas of the
community. It means that residents
should start saving their pennies to
ensure they can pay the bill when the
rates notices arrive.
COVID troubles came a lot closer to
home in the last week as a southern
traveller brought a three-day lockdown to the Townsville and Magnetic/
Palm Island areas. With millions of
people around the nation restricted to
their homes for varying lengths of
time because of different sets of rules
in each state, it is starting to become
even more upsetting the longer the

The finer points of Home Hill . .
NEW signs similar to that
below (picture taken from the
Council Budget papers) have
started to appear throughout
the Burdekin Shire, welcoming visitors to the “Burdekin”.
It is probably something that
should have happened a long
time ago—but there needs to
be a lot more promotion of
the “Burdekin” name to let
people in outside areas know
just where the district is, before it becomes more identifiable with this area. Tell people in the south that you
come from the “Burdekin”
and in most cases, you will
get a stunned look until it is
made clear that your home is
in Home Hill or other local
areas. Our town is well

known around the country
through the Grey Nomad
grapevine, with many travellers aware of the benefits
offered by our Comfort Stop.
It is also clear that the
“Burdekin” name will not be
acceptable until all areas in
the district are seen to be on
an equal footing and not
having “some” people on the
north side of the river acknowledging that they would
not shop in Home Hill “while
their backside points to the
ground”. Some will readily
shop in Townsville rather
than come to Home Hill, although that could be levelling
out, judging by the amount of
traffic using the McDesme/
Maidavale/Brandon route to

Covid Pandemic continues. In fact, it is easy to
see how some business owners and individuals
are looking to rebel against rules that seem to be
brought in by panic planning rather than logical
solutions. It begs the question— how much easier would it be to accept the rules, if they all came
under the jurisdiction of the Federal Government? We are lucky to be outside the latest lockdown—but for how long?
THE Home Hill Chamber of Commerce is urging
the Burdekin Shire Council to take more action
towards eliminating what seems to be a growing
number of bats frequenting the trees in Lloyd
Mann Park near the town’s Central Business
District, mango trees in Kidby’s Gully as well as
in other areas of the town. In answer to an earlier
request from the Chamber for action, the council
indicated that they shared the concerns in relation to the existence of the flying-fox roosts and
was investigating new methods to deal with their
dispersal. That included using light and noise
(starter pistols) and trimming of roost trees,
which was governed by Department of Environ-

bypass Ayr in recent times. We
have often mentioned the fact
that Home Hill people have to
increasingly travel to Ayr for dayto-day activities rather those
same activities being held
throughout the Shire, as occurs in
others Shires in the north, such
as the Whitsundays and the Cassowary Coast. Basic things like a
child trying to get 10 cents in his
money box for a drink can should
not mean a trip to Ayr for his parents. Former Senator Ian Macdonald made the first move towards “Burdekin” in the 1980’s
when he moved in Council to
change the name of the “Ayr”
Shire to “Burdekin”. Maybe more
action could have been taken
from that time to make better use
of the “Burdekin” name?

ment and Science guidelines. And in another
instance of the state government looking after
perpetrators more than the victims (as in the
case of the ongoing stolen cars problems),
there are also the state codes that govern
council—The notification requirements; All actions are to stop immediately if a flying-fox is
killed, injured or found on the ground; Times
and duration of activities – fly-in or fly-out and
no more than three hours; Limited to non-lethal
deterrence methods; avoid actions at certain
times – when females are in late stages of
pregnancy or there are dependant young that
cannot sustain independent flight; climatic extremes; and Limiting the extent of roost tree
trimming allowed. What chance has the Council
got to come up with some sort of solution to rid
our community of the problem bats with regulations like those? The Chamber meeting was
told that one small area in town had been successful with the playing of music to move them
on—Could that bring another problem with the
choice of music to satisfy the likes and dislikes
of the neighbours?
- DAVID JACKSON

Council “building better” budget
Continued from Page 1—
“Careful monitoring and
maintenance of waste facilities ensured they posed no
potential future environmental risk into the future.
“Council has allocated
$500,000 towards the construction of infrastructure and
implementation of operational systems to control the
leachate generation and
disposal at the Kirknie Land-

fill, to ensure there is no
release of the by-product into
the environment,” the Mayor
reported. “Leachate is of
concern at any waste facility,
formed as water percolates
through waste and picks up
contaminants – leachate
should be contained on site
to avoid any further environmental impact”
Cultural and recreational –
The Burdekin Shire has allo-

cated more than $740,000 in
its budget to upgrade cultural and recreational spaces
Shire-wide.
The funding includes
$243,000 for the refurbishment of the Burdekin Memorial Hall façade.
Cr McLaughlin said that
providing and maintaining
safe spaces for wider community benefit was important.

Shibori dyeing workshop
LOCAL residents interested in learning the art
of dyeing have been invited to take part in a
Shibori Dyeing Workshop, to be hosted by the
Burdekin Artisans.
The workshop will be held over two Saturdays,
July 10 and 17, at 170 Eighth Avenue, Home
Hill from 10am to 1pm. Planning your design
and setting it up will take place on the first
Saturday and the dyeing will take place on the
second Saturday. Cost of the workshop is $60,
with everything supplied. Bookings are essential and fees must be paid by Monday, July 5
through Messenger or by phoning Desley on
0497 356 355 or Eric on 0436 324 080.

Business support for Sweet Days, Hot Nights
THE Home Hill Chamber of Commerce provided its support for
the recent Sweet Days Hot
Nights Festival in Home Hill, in
conjunction with Small Business
Month, as they provided funding towards prizes offered for a
Shop Window Competition in
Home Hill and Ayr.
Conducted in conjunction with
the Ayr Chamber of Commerce
and the Burdekin Shire Council,
each chamber contributed $300

towards the prizes, while it was
topped up by the Council with
another $400.
That resulted in first prize being
a $350 Burdekin Gift Card, with
second prize being a $150 Burdekin Gift Card.
The competition attracted five
entries from Home Hill –
Liessmann & Sons, The Home
Hill Choral Society (The Vault),
The Home Hill Swimming Pool;
The Burdekin Artisans Commu-

nity Association (170 Arts on the
Avenue) and Sibson Accounting.
Another three business premises
were entered in Ayr, with the
judging being carried out separately in each town.
Judging took place on Wednesday, May 26, with the results
being announced at the First Fire
held at the former Home Hill
Showgrounds on Thursday, May
27.
First place in the Home Hill com-

petition went to Liessmann & Sons
with second being awarded to the
Choral Society’s new home in Eighth
Avenue, The Vault.
In Ayr, The Salvation Army Family
Store was awarded first place with
second going to Campbell’s Jewellery.
The judges were impressed with the
effort put into each of the entries,
especially in areas where there was
only limited shop window space
available.

LEFT— The winning entry in Home
Hill at Liessmann &
Sons. RIGHT—
The Choral Society
gained second
place for this entry
at “The Vault” in
Eighth Avenue.

CROWN HOTEL—The Middle Pub—Home Hill
Call in and see
our friendly
staff for your
favourite
drinks
and Take-away
Pizzas

Phone
4782 1007 to
place your
order— to be
collected in
the Bottle
Shop Drive
through

Racing action on Home Hill track

WWW.WHITSUNDAYHEARING.COM.AU

AFTER a hugely successful Burdekin
Growers Race Day in May, members of
the Burdekin Race Club were expecting
to have a break from racing on its
Home Hill Track until later in the year.
However, the unavailability of the Charters Towers track for a meeting on June
19 resulted in their five-event program
being transferred to Home Hill.
The meeting again attracted excellent
support from owners and trainers from
throughout North Queensland, resulting
in strong fields accepted for all races.
The racing was not without incident
either, with Home Hill trained five-yearold Bay gelding, Keighley Sun (Scott
Sheargold) having to settle for second
place, as it did in its previous run on the
track on Burdekin Growers Race Day,
when it was beaten at the post in the
first event over 1460 metres.
Keighley Sun was one of two horses

taken wide soon after the start by another runner, resulting in the other affected
horses dropping out, while Keighley Sun
continued on to pass all other runners,
except the winner, Diamond Country,
which led all the way.
In the second event, over 1189 metres,
bottom weight, Varsity lost its rider, Martin Haley 200 metres from the finishing
line, resulting in a long delay as ambulance officers treated him for a suspected broken Leg.
However, Club president, Ricky Gudge
told a recent club meeting that it was
since believed to be bad bruising. The
horse was uninjured and the event was
won by Norwegian Wood (W. D’Avila).
Other winners were Zou Some Damage
(Miss A. Donald) in race three; Invisible
Girl (G. Kliese) in race four; and Potawatomi (B. Thomson) in race five. The
next race meeting is on July 10.

The Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce acknowledges and
appreciates the support of
Wilmar Sugar’s
Inkerman Mill
with the printing of
The Home Hill News
ABOVE—Ambulance officers treat
jockey Martin Haley after he was
dislodged from his mount in the
second event in Home Hill.

ABOVE—Owner/trainer Ricky
Gudge (front right) and owner
Jeremy Caspanello as Keighley
Sun returned to the second
stall after being hampered by
another horse in race one.

New art on display amid State of Origin fun times
With JEANETTE GARVEY
GROPER CREEK has been added to the Burdekin Art Trail with talented Townsville-based artist, John Bradshaw transforming the previously
bland walls of the public amenities block into a vibrant new art space.
Funded through the
Queensland Government’s Works for
Queensland Program,
the Groper Creek
Mural Project is a
collaboration between
Home Hill Boat Club
and the Burdekin
Shire Council. Artist
John, who has successfully undertaken several colourful murals throughout the district
recently, has captured the iconic features of Groper Creek in a comical
way, which has attracted attention and brightened up our community.
A BET is a bet, according to Park Manager, Dan,
who promised he’d walk Naked through the park if
New South Wales won the first State of Origin
game. After catching up with Pricey at the Australian Hand Cutting Championships in Home Hill recently, Dan told him he was going to repeat his
past antics, hoping visiting tourists wouldn’t catch
on. And they obviously didn’t judging by the numbers who lined up along the esplanade wondering
if Dan was actually going to honour his bet! The
dog, formerly known as Ragna, proudly strutted
and now also answers to the name Naked!
THE spirit of State of Origin took over the Home Hill Boat Shed and
Groper Creek township as residents and visitors decorated their
homes, caravans and dunny run bikes. Prior to watching each State of
Origin game on the big screen, a sausage sizzle and raffles were held,
with all funds raised and a gold coin donation going to the Groper
Creek Rural Fire Brigade.

Jetty Jottings

LEFT—Groper Creek Rural Fire
Brigade’s Dave Coplick and
Townsville visitor, Mick Edwards
(left) were getting into the Queensland spirit at the Groper Creek
State of Origin 1 Barbecue.

RIGHT—Avid New South Wales
supporter, Sue Foxover was happy with her team’s win, proudly
barracking for The Blues
LEFT—Long-time visitors to Groper
Creek, John Hindmarch (left) and Kevin
Kuskopf assisted with the cooking at the
history-making State of Origin, which was
held for the first time in North Queensland. Despite Queensland’s loss, a good
night was had by all.
VISITOR numbers have been increasing with 100 per cent occupancy as caravanners bask in our NQ sunshine. Now that international
travel is off the agenda, domestic tourism is pivotal to sustaining our
economy. Groups such as Caravanning Queensland, of which the
Groper Creek Caravan Park is a part of, have been lobbying our
State Government for the upgrade and sealing of our regional tourism
roads to grow the self-drive market; and also making submissions on
topics including the Bruce Highway and Reinsurance Pool for Cyclones amongst others.

Come and enjoy racing in Home Hill . . .
Burdekin Race Club Inc.
July Family Race Day
Saturday,
July 10, 2021

Holiday fun at The SHACK

Burdekin Region Mills
Weekly Production Figures

Weeks 1, 2 and 3—ending June 26, 2021
Cane crushed This Week

Joining in cardboard box building activities
were (from left) Phoebe Cordingly, Millicent
Hendersen, Corey Bartlett and Felipe Lima
-Teixeira.

WELCOME to ‘The S.H.A.C.K” (School Holiday Camp Action For Kids) - a week
of holiday activities hosted by the Burdekin District Schools Chaplains to the
theme of “Be on God’s Team”. Over 30 children from around the Burdekin attended The Shack held at the Presbyterian Church Hall and neighbouring parks
in Home Hill, as well as spending a day at Alva Beach. In the sixth year of taking
place (after missing last year), the children joined in Christian activities under the
banner of the Christian Union to a theme of “The Olympics” and the event was
supported by all district churches, who supplied food for hungry mouths.

Jimmy’s Handyman
& Fencing Service






Painting
Tiling
Fencing
Lawn & Garden Service
Repairs & Maintenance

LIESSMANN & SONS
HOME HILL
PHONE 4782 1612
• PLUMBING & GASFITTING
• CEMENT • PAINT
• GARDENING SUPPLIES • TIMBER
Gases
LP GAS Commercial
Supplied & Delivered
1 Fourth Street
Email: liessmann@bigpond.com

50 Years in Business!

Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin
CCS
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin

148,626
78,089
69,194
54,098
350;006
13.52
13.80
13.21
13.05
13.45

Season to
Date
377,451
190,548
177,863
129,609
875,472
13.28
13.36
13.00
12.74
13.16

Comments —
WEEK 1— All four Wilmar Sugar Burdekin mills commenced crushing on June 8. After working through some
early commissioning issues, the factories were crushing
consistently by the end of the week. Weekly throughput
was just under 210,000 tonnes of cane. Average weekly
CCS was 12.85 which is above budget. The highest CCS
sample was 15.7 from a rake of KQ228 Plant cane in the
Pioneer Mill productivity zone.
WEEK 2—Throughput for the Burdekin mills in week two
was just over 316,000 tonnes, which was above budget
despite the impact of wet weather on cane supply. Inkerman Mill experienced the greatest impact, with some
areas receiving more than 60mm of rain for the week.
The mill ran out of cane on Thursday morning and did
not resume crushing operations until Sunday night. Average weekly CCS was 13.05. The highest CCS sample
was 16.2 from a rake of Q240 Plant cane in the Invicta
Mill area.
Week 3— Throughput for the Burdekin mills in week
three was just over 350,000 tonnes, which was above
budget even though wet weather again had an impact on
cane supply. Inkerman Mill had a mixed week, recording
both good crush rates and extended stops. Wet weather
from the previous week meant crushing did not resume
until Sunday night (June 20). There was a 24-hour stop
due to bagasse system issues and more rain mid-week
added to the already wet ground conditions. The north
bank mills experienced some cane supply shortfalls from
the rain on Wednesday evening. Harvesting operators
across the district are to be commended for keeping mud
levels in the cane supply low, despite the wet conditions.
Average weekly CCS was 13.45, which was above budget and a good outcome given the wet conditions across
the region mid-week. The highest CCS sample was 16.3
from a rake of Q240 Plant cane in the Invicta Mill area.
John Tait,
Cane Supply Manager, Burdekin Region

Uli Liessmann
comments . .
Businessman, Uli Liessmann reports on local issues
of interest in the Home Hill district
THERE seems to be a marked increase in travellers
stopping in Home Hill—not only at the Comfort Stop but
also at all the caravan parks.
I AM wondering why council has put up
four signs on the corner block of Fifth Avenue and Sixth Street (see picture)? Our
town needs all the travellers it can get to
stop and spend a little, because the revenue they infuse into the local economy far
outweighs any so-called perceived inconvenience to council. In a small way, this
helps the businesses in town, which in turn
helps maintain employment.
THE southern approach to Home Hill could use a badly
needed facelift, which could be achieved just by pruning
the trees and cutting the grass on a regular basis between the highway and the railway. Please don’t tell me
it’s
a
Main
Roads
problem,
because
the
northern
side of town gets looked after very well (see picture)
The site of the closed untidy service station at the entrance of town does very little to enhance the aesthetics
when driving into Home Hill and this gives the wrong

impression immediately. Here is a chance for council to
test its new local law in regard to keeping buildings up to
an acceptable standard.
JUST wondering what has happened to the upgrade to
the front of the Memorial Hall that was to be finished by
June 30? This is/was a Queensland Government project. Question—so will it still happen and when, or has it
been cancelled? - or there is no money left after being
allocated to the north side of the river?
NOW that the crushing is under way, be careful when
approaching tram crossings. Cameras are at all crossings as well as on the locos—do the right thing for yourself and family. Please don’t try to race the locos because you will come off second best—not a good finish
on a bad day!
GOOD to see Main Roads resurfacing Eighth Avenue
again (tongue in cheek). Over the years, I’ve spoken to
both Federal and State MP’s and have pointed out the
steep camber along this section of the road, which is not
safe and almost impossible for senior citizens to get up
on to the footpath. So how smart is Main Roads as it just
keeps adding to the height of the road—a case of getting the bitumen down and bugger the rest. What has
one got to do to get this kerbing fixed? I mean you don’t
see kerbing this bad in Ayr.
HAVE you been down to Wunjunga (Beachmount) lately? The place looks great with a few travellers around.
The Progress Association is doing a great job in trying to
stabilise the sand dunes in sections and keeping the
place neat and tidy. Please don’t drive over the dunes
and take your rubbish home.
These are my views only. To contact me, please phone (mobile)
0439 822 064 or go to www.uliliessmann.com.au .
- ULI LIESSMANN
It was a privilege to once again
witness the grit and determination by competitors in the Australian Hand Cane Cutting.
Canecutter, Ryan Matthews
(left) is pictured with Home Hill
cane farmer, Chris Cannavan
and Dale Last

Budget a mixed bag of upsets and empty promises
OUR busiest week in Parliament
has just passed and it was safe to
say the 2021/2022 Budget left a
lot to be desired right across the
electorate, including Home Hill.
Locally, there was a perfect opportunity for the state government
to provide funding for the replacement of the grandstand at the
Home Hill State High School, that
could have benefitted the whole
community. Instead, the school
community is having to fundraise

for the project themselves.
Farmers are also left wondering
what a $2.6 million commitment
towards the implementation of the
Australian Government’s Pacific
Labour Scheme will actually do to
ensure valuable workers are on
the ground in time for picking season, not weeks after valuable fruit
and vegetables have begun to rot
in the ground.
A perfect opportunity was also
there for the taking to commit

funding for staff for the Home
Hill dialysis unit. With talk of a
record health budget, it beggars
belief that there was no commitment to ensure dialysis patients
didn’t have to drive to Townsville
and back for treatment.
On a lighter note . . .
BEFORE the chaos of budget
week, it was fantastic to be able
to join the Burdekin and wider
North Queensland community at
the Sweet Days Hot Nights Fes-

tival.
Each year I have the privilege of
seeing Home Hill and the rest of
the Burdekin come alive for the
Australian Hand Cane Cutting
Championships and this year was
no different.
May I take the opportunity to congratulate all competitors at the
event who took part in the canecutting. It’s definitely hard, sweaty
work but also a great display or
sportsmanship and community
spirit.

WELL done to the Lower Burdekin Ski
Club and the Burdekin’s community radio
station, 97.1 Sweet FM, who will benefit
from funding under the Stronger Communities Program.
The Ski Club will use an $11,484 grant to
upgrade change rooms on the club
grounds, while the community radio
group will use a $7145 grant to fit out a
vehicle for broadcasts and disaster
events.
Other recipients in the Dawson electorate included Proserpine RSL to upgrade their kitchen ($20,000); Bowen
Flexicare to purchase wheelchair hoists
($17,954); Carinya Rehabilitation Centre
(emergency accommodation provider) to
upgrade cottages and vehicle purchase

Funds up for grabs to improve community
safety in the Burdekin
The same program that delivered $30,000 worth
of CCTV for Ayr’s main business district to help
Community grants for local groups curb street crime has reopened. Round 6 of the
Safer Communities Fund will deliver up to $20
million in funding for early intervention projects
($18,000); Mackay Children’s Contact Service
and up to $10 million for security infrastructure,
to Replace flooring at facility ($10,000); MAD
and I would encourage local councils and local
Mountain Bike Club for Data communication
community organisations to apply.
equipment ($12,500); Broken Ballerina for
The early intervention grant opportunity will close
Audio-visual equipment ($9111); Calen and
on July 22, 2021 and the security infrastructure
District War Memorial Hall to install airgrant opportunity will close on August 5, 2021.
conditioning ($10,405); and Heartkids Ltd for
Visit www.business.gov.au for information on
an IT upgrade ($4400).
how to apply, eligibility and assessment criteria.
The Stronger Communities Program provides
Authorised by Federal Member for Dawson George
funding of up to $20,000 for eligible organisaChristensen, 2/21 Milton Street, Mackay Qld 4740.
tions, with a total of $150,000 available for
Phone 4944 0662— www.georgechristensen.com.au
projects in the electorate in round six.

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district
170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft forms at the
Ashworths Rock Shop complex from 9.30am to 1pm Tuesdays, 10am to 5pm each day from Wednesday to Friday and 10am to 1pm
Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in
the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.
Burdekin River and the Burdekin bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;
Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from
February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529).
Burdekin Toastmasters meet on the first and third Mondays of each month. Phone 0438 620 180 or 0409 615 559 for details.
Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418
783 799 for details of how to participate.
Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old
igloos and gun emplacement still in place;
For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Course (4782 1632—amongst the cane fields
on Iona Road), at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or at the Home Hill Community
Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open bar.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.
Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month.
The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.
Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.
Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first Saturday night of each month;
Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the
plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street
Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth
Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in.
The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.
Comments on our town or services would be appreciated, Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com

