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Festival future in
doubt with change
THE future of the Burdekin Sweet
Days, Hot Nights Festival could be
in jeopardy following a decision to
change the Festival to a biennial
event from 2023 “following consultation between the organising committee, key stakeholders and sponsors”.
A Burdekin Shire Council press release in September advised that the
next festival was set to be held from
May 25 to 27, 2023 and the change
would “ensure the festival continues
to grow as the Shire’s signature
destination event”.
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said the decision would allow other events in May
to be further supported by sponsors
and patrons in 2022 and allow the
2023 Sweet Days, Hot Nights Festival to be bigger and better than ever.
“Following careful deliberation and
discussions with stakeholders, the
organising committee determined
shifting the Sweet Days, Hot Nights
Festival to biennial would allow the
festival to grow while allowing residents to support the many other
community events in May and
providing further time to source
funding and sponsorship to expand
the festival program,” Cr McLaughlin
said.
“In its off years, there are still plans
to acknowledge the festival both
physically and online. 2020 demonstrated that virtual events can be
well supported, with the virtual
Sweet Days, Hot Nights Festival
reaching more than 150,000 people.”
The Mayor said May was peak event
season for the Burdekin and she
encouraged everyone to be pre-

pared for a bigger and better Sweet
Days, Hot Nights Festival in 2023.”
However, the farmers and their supporters who volunteer their time all year
round to ensure there is a crop ready to
be hand cut in the Australian Hand Cane
Cutting Championships reacted to the
decision by pulling their support for the
event.
Doug (Chippo) Chappell, who has devoted hundreds of hours to the lead-up
work for the Festival for many years,
was upset and angry at the decision,
after attending the meeting that resulted
in the decision being made.
Mr Chappell said he had already started
preparing the crop for the next year,
spending many hours planting “misses”
throughout the crop and they were starting to grow. He said he had gone to the
original hosts of the hand cane cutting
championships, the Donnelly’s at
Dalbeg, to ask them about moving it to
Home Hill and they had agreed.
The event had been held at Vass’s farm
and everyone had enjoyed it.
Burdekin Tourism had then taken it over
at a time when Tonya Rossato was
secretary of the Harvest Festival and the
Council came on board and he thought
the event would be “different”.
However, in recent years, they had
wanted to make changes to the event by
reducing the length of the areas that the
competitors cut, which meant it would
not be a championship.
“This year, they wanted to change the
direction of the area to be cut, but that
would not work out for all the sections,”
he commented.
Mr Chappell said he had worked with
other farmers, including the Cannavan’s
and the Strano’s, which was all voluntary.
Continued on page 3

Canecutter monument
A FIVE metre tall, seven
tonne hand cane cutter statue, sculpted by Queensland
chainsaw artist, Matty
George, has been erected at
the Lions Diorama adjacent
to the southern approaches
to the Burdekin Bridge.
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said
that as the sugar cane capital of Australia, hand cane
cutters had played a pivotal
role in the history of the
Burdekin Shire and represented everything that
makes the Burdekin great “our tireless work ethic, our
sense of community and our
vibrant agricultural industry”.
She said chainsaw artist,
Matty George, had attended
the 2021 Sweet Days Hot
Nights Festival, where he
was able to experience firsthand the back-breaking work of a by-gone era at the Australian Hand Cane Cutting Championships. “He spent several months sculpting the monument, which “adds a new
style of artwork to the Burdekin Art Trail for locals and
tourists, with public art playing a key role in increasing the
visitor economy,” Cr McLaughlin said. She thanked Mr
George for the level of detail he had included in the piece
of work. “If you stop to appreciate the monument up close,
you will notice the Burdekin River has been carved to travel between the cutter’s feet; his legs are darker than the
rest of the timber representing the cane ash and even the
nodes in the sticks of cane behind him have been meticulously carved to an incredibly high standard.”

Members of the Burdekin Woodcrafts Association Inc.,
Maureen (left) and Geoff Mains and Phill Scuderi (right)
with chainsaw artist Matty George and Mayor Lyn
McLaughlin.

WHILE there is a strong push right
around our nation towards the need
for as many residents as possible to
line up for the COVID vaccination, so
that our lives can get back to some
form or normality, that does not seem
to be the case in Home Hill. Just like
many examples we have raised in
recent months and longer, it always
seems to be the same theme throughout—if you need anything of importance, GO TO AYR to get it.
Part of the mess our town is in (as
mentioned elsewhere) is the ongoing
litter problem around our streets and
highways, as well as on footpaths,
and that could be attributed in part to
the fact that rubbish (including bottles
and cans) continue to be thrown out
of the windows of motor vehicles because there is no incentive in our
community because of the lack of the
State Government’s Cash for Cans
project. Lucky we have our local hotels providing a service by providing a
credit to those who take in their empties or the litter problem in town would
be even worse. And that now is the
case with vaccinations—with less than
50 per cent of Queenslanders having
received the jab so far, you would
think the state government would be
trying to make it as easy as possible
for residents in all areas to find a way
to get that needle. Again, we are
grateful for the fact that we have excellent doctors in our community—and
also our chemists—who are in a position to provide the service to those
wishing to ensure they are vaccinated. The Townsville Health Service
was advertising a vaccination site for
those finding it difficult to get the Jab
but as usual, it was a case of GO TO
AYR. Getting vaccinated is important
and we would urge all of our residents
to visit their doctor or chemist, talk to
them about any concerns and make
the necessary arrangements—it is not
hard and in most cases, you should
not have to GO TO AYR.
WHEN we prepared our front page
article on the possible future of the
Sweet Days, Hot Nights Festival, we

The finer points of Home Hill . .
WHAT a welcome to our
thousands of tourists who
make use of the Home Hill
Comfort Stop each year! Following on from the eyesore of
the run-down and boarded up
service station that greets
motorists travelling the Bruce
Highway as they enter the
town from the south, our photos show just what visitors are
subjected to at the back of
some of the shops along
Railway Avenue, where a
variety of rubbish and large
piles of pigeon droppings
have added to the landscape—and that example is
in just one block of shops.
Early morning walkers have
raised the poor condition of
the area that draws so many
of the tourists who stay in the
town and have pointed out
what a poor example it displays of the town. The Chamber of Commerce has been
arguing for some time about

the mess that the town’s
central business district is in,
but it does not seem to be
drawing any response from
all levels of government who
seem to have the “Out of
sight, out of mind” attitude to
anything in our town. The
Council cannot just go on to
private property and clean up
the areas of concern without
first going through a long
period of warnings to proper-

suggested that it could be “in jeopardy” because
of the decision to change the event to a “biennial”
occasion to “ensure the festival continues to
grow as the Shire’s signature destination event”.
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin replied that “nothing
about the Sweet Days Hot Nights Festival was in
jeopardy”. However, with volunteers like Chippo
Chappell and his supporting cane farmers removing their many hours of volunteer time annually, there will be many questions asked about
just how the Festival will be able to carry on. It is
certainly no secret—and not just in the Burdekin
District—that there is a distinct lack of volunteers
around who are available to any organisation, let
alone the Festival. Where do the organisers who
made the decision to change to a biennial event
believe they will be able to get the many volunteer hours that will be needed to grow the crop
(which Chippo had already devoted many hours
to next year’s event) for next year . . . and the
next? Wouldn’t it have been wiser to take such a
decision to a wider section of the community,
especially on the Home Hill side where the cane
firing and championships were a very important

ty owners. However, if we are
going to continue to attract these
much-needed visitors to our town,
then something has to be done
soon because, apart from the
eyesore, there is also a serious
health problem that comes with
the problem areas that all levels
of government should be able to
act on—and quickly.

part of the entertainment calendar? Word of
mouth brings many of the grey nomads who
stop in Home Hill each year and that grapevine
would have already started to attract visitors to
a 2022 event. Now that event does not exist,
will they all be able to time their visit to two
year’s distant? And then there is also the talk of
a desire from across the river to move more of
the festival to Ayr—we have heard the same
about shifting the Burdekin Brass Band from
their Home Hill home to a site in Ayr. If the festival did become too big and a worry for sponsors about how to share their support, why not
move the Friday night event back to the Water
Festival where a similar event was previously
on that program? That would certainly ease the
burden and allow the cane firing and hand cane
cutting to continue on an annual basis. There is
a lot to be done to bring the Festival back to
where it originally was—in the meantime, the
council should be working hard to recognise the
unheralded efforts of Chippo Chappell and his
farmer mates over their numerous past years of
volunteering.
- DAVID JACKSON

Change adds doubt to future of Festival
Continued from Page 1—
He said he used to go around all the farmers getting “$50 here and $100 there”, but they
have now got a lot of money through grants. Mr Chappell and Mr Cannavan attended the
meeting when the decision was made to change the event to biennial and Mr Chappell
said he was so upset by the discussions that he was in “never never land” and didn’t
really know what was happening. “They said it was too much work but I had been able to
set it all up myself,” he commented. He had his own equipment at the grounds, which he
used to look after the crop and he had left it there when he walked away from it.
“Me and the farmers all worked on the cane with the farmers doing the fertilising and
watering,” he said. “It was all volunteer hours but one of them was not even allowed to go
into the sponsor’s tent for a beer. I used to do all the announcing, but they brought in
another person and he just took over. I am 76 going on to 77 and I did it all for Home Hill,”
he said. “We all just walked away from it.”
Responding to Mr Chappell’s comments, Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said, to make Mr Chappell’s comments clearer, “we thought it would be helpful to provide a timeline of the Australian Hand Cane Cutting Championships (AHCCC) as it isn’t clear how much time has
passed when Chippo explains it”. The timeline for the AHCCC included - 1999: The Donnelly’s
commenced running it in Dalbeg annually; 2011 The Harvest Festival ran it at Vass Farm; 2015 The
Burdekin Tourism Association (BTA) took it over ; 2017: Council assisted BTA with the First Fire
and AHCCC. 2018: Following the BTA winding up, Council developed the Sweet Days Hot Nights
Festival to encompass both. 2019: The Festival grew again introducing the Burdekin Cultural Fair
on Friday night. 2020: Festival goes virtual, with three weeks of footage documenting all three
events and profiling the many volunteers. 2021: Sweet Days Hot Nights Festival returns in person.

Cr McLaughlin said nothing about the Sweet Days Hot Nights Festival was in jeopardy –
“the organising committee wants to make it clear this decision was made to ensure the
event was more financially sustainable, with the opportunity to source more funding and
allow sponsors to fund other local festivals and events in the Burdekin, which many have
confirmed they will be able to do following Council’s announcement”. She said the festival
was being transformed into a two-year event, with the major festival one year and smaller
-scale events in its secondary years. “A working group is being formed,” she
said. “Council’s Officers have worked continuously to grow not only the AHCCC but the
Sweet Days Hot Nights Festival as a whole into a bigger and better event attracting further visitors from outside the immediate region to celebrate everything that is great about
the Burdekin,” she said. “At no stage was it planned to cancel the event.”
Cr McLaughlin said Council had offered Mr Chappell and his volunteers the opportunity to
co-ordinate and run the First Fire and AHCCC separate to the festival. “Discussions regarding changing the layout of the cane never involved reducing the length of the Championships, with no action taken,” she said. “The committee has been exploring all options
to reduce the amount of labour required following the First Fire to prepare the crop of
cane but no decision has been made to date.”

Current Harvest Festival Vice President, Doug
Chappell hands over the Monarch title to his
successor in the year 2000, Lydia Toohey.

Monarch back in Festival
The 2021 Home Hill Harvest Festival will resurrect
the title of Monarch of the Festival this year, with
Vice President Doug Chappell working in conjunction with the Festival Minutes Secretary, Saskia
Vollema-Creek on the organisation of the event,
after winning the title himself in 1999.
It is 14 years since the title was last awarded, with
Mr Chappell saying it was his idea to bring it back
because a lot of people in Home Hill do a lot for
the community. He said a letter would be sent out
to all clubs about nominating someone for the
title, while nomination forms would also be available at the Home Hill Newsagency so that Home
Hill residents could be nominated for the title.
The title is an ideal way for local organisations to
recognise the members who perform many hours
of volunteer work.

CROWN HOTEL—The Middle Pub—Home Hill
Call in and see
our friendly
staff for your
favourite
drinks
and Take-away
Pizzas

Phone
4782 1007 to
place your
order— to be
collected in
the Bottle
Shop Drive
through

Current and past members of the Home Hill Book Club were (from left. Back)
Heather Row, Robyn Elphinstone, Trish Lowis, Jennifer Elliott, Rosemary Menkens and Viv Maltby and (front) Bev Lando, Ruth Stockdale, Bill Lowis, Marie
Finn, Paula Chapman and Jill Wheeler

Book Club birthday
BOOKS are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest of counsellors and the
most patient of teachers—Charles Eliot
WWW.WHITSUNDAYHEARING.COM.AU

The Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce acknowledges
and appreciates
the support of
Wilmar Sugar’s
Inkerman Mill
with the printing of
The Home Hill News

THE Home Hill Book Club celebrated the
13th anniversary of its formation with a
dinner at the Bridge Restaurant recently.
Foundation members, Bill Lowis, Heather
Row (now living in Queanbeyan, Canberra), Ruth Stockdale, Paula Chapman and
Marie Finn attended, while the sixth, Col
Campbell, was celebrating his 80th birthday in Brisbane.
Other members over the years included
Jill Wheeler, Trish Lowis, Marissa Rossato, Bob Ross, Bev Lando, Viv Maltby,
Mary van der Heide, Rosemary Menkens, Jennifer Elliott, Mickey McKellar,

Robyn Elphinstone and Jocelyn
Defranciscis. John Scott, who had
been in charge of the Burdekin
Library when the Book Club was
established, sent a message of
congratulations.
There are different ways of organising book clubs, but this one is
organised through the Burdekin
Library. It provides access to the
resources of the Queensland State
Library, which offers a free service
to book-lovers all over Queensland. The authors have been from
every continent, including many
Australians, and have taken the
members into their communities to
share experiences as well as their
imaginative ones.
The discussions about each book
have always been focused and
enlightening. Although the membership has changed over time,
there has always been a commitment to finish each book, and everyone has stories to share! The
books themselves, with only a few
exceptions, have been a joy to
read and the writing has often been
breathtaking. Everyone agreed it
had been a pleasure to be on the
journey of discovery, reading and
discussing about fifteen hundred
books, and sharing wonderful company!
A reader lives a thousand lives
before he dies. The man who never reads lives only one—George
Martin

Planning ahead for the Groper Creek Centenary
With JEANETTE GARVEY

CENTENARY of Groper Creek celebration planning is well
underway with a sumptuous buffet dinner to be held at
The Boat House in the township on Saturday, November
20. Talented North Queensland-based band, the Barramundi Brothers will showcase their usual eclectic mix of
inspirational
entertainment under
the light of
the full
moon and
the Home
Hill Boat
Club’s Centenary Committee has selected a delicious menu via Howie’s Catering. Tickets for this once in 100-year event are $40/adult
and $20/child 6 to 10 years (no charge under 5 years) and
need to be purchased by November 6 for catering purposes. It is anticipated that many a story will be told on the
night by those who have enjoyed the fishing community’s
comradery over the decades. Those wanting to attend are
urged to get their tickets quickly by contacting the Groper
Creek Caravan Park Kiosk in person or phone 4782 0186.
UNSEASONAL rains fell last month but unfortunately the
Groper Creek alert operated by the Burdekin Shire Council
hasn’t been recording rain and river data, which is subsequently officially recorded on the Bureau of Meteorology’s
website. When the skies opened up on August 30 (halting
cane crushing across the Burdekin), approximately 5.8cm
was tipped out of rain gauges at Groper Creek while heavier falls were recorded elsewhere across the district. According to BoM, the previous record rainfall recorded on
August 30 at Groper Creek was 3.1cm in 1998 with an
average rainfall on that date of 0.2cm. BoM’s historical
rainfall data is now inaccurate because Groper Creek’s AL
Radio Telemetry Rainfall Station (and some other stations)
were not working. The fault has been reported and hopefully all stations will be up and running again soon as
townships like Groper Creek rely heavily on accurate readings, especially when the monsoon season is imminent
and the Burdekin River is in flood.
NORTH Queensland Wildlife
Carers have often been called to
rescue injured and abandoned
native wildlife at Groper Creek.
The latest rescue was a baby
lorikeet, who was left abandoned
during strong winds (pictured
right with Wildlife Carer, Kathleen, who will hopefully return
him soon). Several Ibis are stumbling about the park on one leg
with fishing line amputating limbs

Jetty Jottings

as they are almost impossible to catch and save.
Please ensure you place any disused fishing line or
tackle in the bins provided to ensure the health of our
birdlife, which attracts visitors to our district. Boaties
should also be warned to be on the look-out for turtles
in the Burdekin River and surrounds with mating season taking place. Also another reminder to ensure that
all rubbish remains in your boat (especially plastic
bags, which look just like jelly fish to turtles who are
unable to digest them).
FISH filleting areas at Groper Creek also serve as bird
feeding areas with pelicans and kites becoming smarter, following in
the boats
and waiting
around
for the
scraps
from successful
fishermen who
are filleting their
catch. Recent crocodile sightings, particularly of a
large 4 to 5m male and a few of his female companions around Mosquito Creek, boat ramps and jetty
have been reported to the Department of Environment
& Science (DES). Members of the public are encouraged to download the QWildlife app and report croc
sightings, however, those who have attempted to do
this will tell you it’s not an easy process with more importance being placed on cassowary sightings. Signage has been placed at boat ramps and fish filleting
areas within the park warning the public not to leave
scraps to attract crocodiles, however, the birds have
gratefully been disposing of the majority of these.
HOME HILL Boat club recently held their Annual General Meeting with the following office bearers being
elected – Commodore Ross Chapman, Vice Commodore Dave Coplick, Secretary Sylvia Chapman, Treasurer Lyn Dowe and Patron John Fahey. Thanks to all
who attended, including Life Member Alf Shand.

Kindred Spirits offer an Afternoon of Delights
MEMBERS of the Home Hill-based vocal
group, Kindred Spirits are thrilled to be back
together rehearsing for a forthcoming concert
to be held on Saturday, October 16.
Having missed last year because of the
COVID Pandemic, the singers are looking
forward to entertaining their audience with a
great program of popular songs, along with a
selection of tunes ranging from Beatles' numbers, a touch of country, songs from the
shows and favourites from previous concerts.
In fact, there will be something there for everyone to enjoy.
The concert, which will commence at 2pm,
will be held in a new venue this year - the
Minor Hall of the Memorial Hall in Ninth Avenue, Home Hill.
Because of COVID regulations, tickets have
to be pre-purchased from Kindred Spirit

Members of the Home Hill-based vocal group, Kindred Spirits who will perform on October 16.
members or from Ruth Stockdale (phone
4782 1399). The concert is entitled Afternoon
Delights and with a delicious afternoon tea
included in the price of $20 per ticket, it is
sure to live up to its name.
There will also be a multiple draw cent sale

Jimmy’s Handyman
& Fencing Service






Painting
Tiling
Fencing
Lawn & Garden Service
Repairs & Maintenance

LIESSMANN & SONS
HOME HILL
PHONE 4782 1612
• PLUMBING & GASFITTING
• CEMENT • PAINT
• GARDENING SUPPLIES • TIMBER
Gases
LP GAS Commercial
Supplied & Delivered
1 Fourth Street
Email: liessmann@bigpond.com

50 Years in Business!

and all proceeds from the afternoon will go to
the Cancer Council Queensland.
Patrons should note that because of the construction work on the frontage to the Memorial
Hall, entry to the hall will be through the side
entrance.

Burdekin Region Mills
Weekly Production Figures

Weeks 16—ending September 25, 2021
Cane crushed This Week
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin
CCS
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin

168,553
81,820
81,294
83,216
414,883
14.75
15.12
14.58
15.06
14.85

Season to
Date
2,104,692
1,119,668
1,086,479
1,003,031
5,313,870
14.48
14.56
14.09
14.28
14.38

Comments —
Good throughput saw just under 415,000 tonnes of
cane crushed for the week. This was the secondhighest weekly crushing total for the year. Invicta recorded its highest weekly throughput for the year. Inkerman has passed the milestone of one million tonnes
crushed for the season – joining Pioneer and Kalamia—
while Invicta has crushed just over two million tonnes.
Ground conditions are improving, however, some
groups are still reporting very wet patches, which have
led to bogged machinery in some cases. The average
weekly CCS of 14.85 was still below budget, due to the
effects of the wet conditions, but starting to improve.
The highest CCS sample was 18.0 from a rake of Q240
fourth ratoon in the Inkerman Mill area.
John Tait, Cane Supply Manager,
Burdekin Region

Uli Liessmann comments . .

Businessman and Home Hill
Chamber of Commerce Vice
President, Uli Liessmann
reports on local issues of
interest in the Home Hill district

A new logo maybe for the Burdekin?
- “Can you cut it in the Burdekin”
THE Home Hill Chamber of Commerce had the pleasure of hosting Andrew Willcox (pictured above right with
Uli Liessmann), the current Mayor of the Whitsunday
Regional Council, who is standing for the LNP for the
seat of Dawson in the next Federal election. A good
turnout heard Andrew talk about his platform and listened to the local problems that were presented to him.
THERE is a real art in getting tourists
to our town and the Harvest Festival is
trying hard to achieve that goal with
the start to the Harvest Festival opening event, the Ephemera display at
Lloyd Mann Gardens. Seven local
Queens
were introduced to
the public and although
there was not a large crowd,
the people who attended did
enjoy themselves. Take the time and stop and have a
look at the local art work that is on display (pictures).
SOME farmers are fed up
with illegal
dumping on
the river bank
and on their headland (see pictures) and they are asking who do
they get in touch with? What role
does the River Trust have in all
this? Council has an Illegal Dumping Project Officer trying to stop or
at least slow the process down.

Maybe use more CCTV cameras; here is a big problem and not easily fixed. Reading Council Policy
(Biosecurity Act 2014) in regard to fox and wild dog
bounty policy, I keep asking why feral cats are not included in this policy. The wild cat population is forever
increasingly decimating native wildlife
almost to the point of
extinction. All that is
needed is to add the
name ‘feral cats’ to
the policy.
IT WAS a nice surprise for Council and Sweet FM to
receive a Master Builders Regional Award of the upgrade to the Home Hill Courthouse. This was due
largely to the experience and problem-solving skills of
Site Supervisor, Eric Mann from Home Hill. Well done
to all involved.
OVER the years, I have enjoyed writing this column,
bringing items of interest to myself and the public, to
the attention of the public. I ask questions — sometimes hard ones and other times easy ones — but
never tricky ones. I ask these questions because I do
not know the answers. Not once, over the years, have
I ever had a response to any one of the questions. So,
what conclusion do I come to? Are the questions too
hard and/or valid? I’m only asking and NO, I do not
have the answers beforehand.
These are my views only. To contact me, please
phone (mobile) 0439 822 064 or go to www.uliliessmann.com.au
- ULI LIESSMANN

Enjoy Derby Day racing in Home Hill . . .
Saturday, October 30, 2021
Justin Scott Memorial Derby Day sponsored by True North Interiors P/L
Five local races, southern races, TAB,
local bookmakers, cafe and full bar
facilities
Family friendly area separate to
VIP Ladies area

Entertainment by Renee Stanley

Ladies Day under the
fig trees— tickets
include beverages
and nibbles

Local roads cannot be forgotten
THE light at the end of the tunnel
is nearly in sight for the Haughton
River Flood Plain Project and that
will be welcome news for many
with the 14 kilometres of highway
upgraded to improve flood resilience.
Stages have started to open already with expectations that traffic
switches to the new highway will
be completed soon.
With the removal of the old highway under way and the remaining
links to local roads still ongoing,
speed restrictions are in place so
please drive carefully.
There is also still roadworks going

on south of Home Hill for safety upgrades
so while it is great to see works under way
and the finish lines near for others, it is important that local roads aren’t forgotten
either.
Obviously there is still concerns with the
main street of Home Hill, where the camber
has previously been described as an
‘accident waiting to happen’ and this is one
of many areas that needs to be considered
going forward in order to ensure our roads

are safe for all users.
Digging in with dredge start
ALLEVIATING access issues in the Molongle Creek channel has been a longfought issue, not only impacting holiday
makers, including those in Home Hill but
the marine rescue squadron’s ability to
deploy to the Cape Upstart Bay area.
After joining the community to lobby for
the All-Tide Access Project, seeing news
the dredge has finally reached Molongle
Creek and should be starting work by the
time you read this, is welcome news.
This project is a credit to the community of
local heroes who didn’t give up and have
fought tooth and nail to finally see this
dredging work commence.

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district
170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft forms at the
Ashworths Rock Shop complex from 9.30am to 1pm Tuesdays, 10am to 5pm each day from Wednesday to Friday and 10am to 1pm
Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in
the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.
Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;
Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from
February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529).
Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418
783 799 for details of how to participate.
Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old
igloos and gun emplacement still in place.
For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Course (4782 1632—amongst the cane fields on
Iona Road), at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or at the Home Hill Community
Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open bar.
Burdekin Friendship Club—Every Monday from 9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr Fourteenth Avenue and
Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $5 per person. Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.
Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month.
The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.
Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.
Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first Saturday night of each month;
Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the
plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street
Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth
Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in.
The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.
Comments on our town or services would be appreciated. Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com

