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Festival fun continues
A BUSY month of festive entertainment throughout
October will reach its climax on Saturday, November
6 as the final events of the 2021 Home Hill Harvest
Festival come to fruition with the Festival Parade
down Eighth Avenue, followed by the annual Mardi
Gras night of entertainment in and around Watsons
Green in Ninth Street and Ninth Avenue.
The Festival Committee, led by Mr Mark Vass, has

overseen a variety of events since the fundraising
began in August for the seven Festival Queen entrants
and their sponsoring organisations. With no Water
Festival in Ayr this year, the Harvest Festival drew
interest from two Ayr-based organisations, resulting in
the seven entrants in the Festival Queen competition
being the largest number entered for many years.
Continued on Page 3—

St Helen’s welcomes new priest
PARISHIONERS of St Helen’s Anglican Church in Home Hill have their first
Priest in Charge since about 2003,
following the induction of Rev Karen
Allen into the position in Home Hill in a
shared role with All Saints Anglican
Church in Ayr.
In services conducted in turn at both
churches on Thursday, October 21,
Rev Allen was inducted into the position of Priest in Charge of the Ministry The Anglican Bishop of North Queensland, The Right Reverend Dr
Unit at All Saints Church in Ayr in the Keith Joseph (left) with the new priest for Home Hill and Ayr, Rev
first part of the service, after which, the Karen Allen with Home Hill wardens, Alf Shand and Pam Ashworth.
congregation travelled over to Home
Starting on Wednesday, NoHill where Rev Allen was inducted into vice.
the position of Priest in Charge of the The last full time Anglican vember 10, there will be a short
Priest in Home Hill was Rev Holy Communion Service conMinistry Unit at St Helen’s Church.
The congregation, which included the Peter Bentley, “who left around ducted at 9am and all are welAnglican Bishop of North Queensland, 2003” and in recent years, Rev come to attend.
The Right Reverend Dr Keith Joseph Dway Goon Chew from All The Church Wardens said that
and a large number of Anglican minis- Saints conducted a Commun- with the induction of Rev Allen,
ters from throughout the region, as well ion Service twice a month in the two Ministry Units were
embarking on a new and excitas some from other denominations, Home Hill.
concluded the second half of the ser- St Helen’s Church Wardens, ing venture.
vice with communion, as they were Alf Shand and Pam Ashworth “It is envisaged that each Minisjoined by parishioners from the Home advised that anyone in Home try Unit will retain their present
Hill wishing to contact the structures, with separate MinisHill community.
At the end of the induction service, Rev church should phone 4782 try Unit Councils and their own
Allen was welcomed by Anglican 1624, a number which is set to Wardens and financial indechurch leaders and from representa- divert to Rev Karen Allen at All pendence,” they said.
“In this new structure, we
tives from other denominations, as well Saints in Ayr.
They said Rev Karen comes to ’share’ a priest and the associas members of the local community.
Rev Allen said she had felt so welcome St Helen’s each Wednesday ated costs. St. Helen’s is going
in the community since she arrived and (from 9am) and is available to forward for a new future so now
she appreciated the number of people see or talk to people at the we are looking for your support
and attendance.”
who had attended the induction ser- office at the rear of the Hall.

Home Hill’s
service to
remember
THE Home Hill RSL SubBranch’s Remembrance Day
Service will move inside for
this year only, as work proceeds on the upgrade of the
Burdekin Memorial Hall frontage.
Sub-Branch President, Richard Kelly advised that the
service will take place in the
Minor Hall of the complex,
with entry through the side
doors.
He said that rather than have
people walk over to the cenotaph in the nearby park for
a service and then move
back to the hall for the morning tea, the service would be
held in the hall where chairs
would be set out for the comfort of those attending.
The service will be conducted along the same lines as
previous years, commencing
prior to 11am to fall in with
the “Eleventh hour of the
Eleventh day of the Eleventh
month” theme marking the
signing of the Armistice at
the end of the First World
War.
It is a service that has been
held in Home Hill since just
after the end of the First
World War.
The commemoration service
usually attracts a good crowd
of ex-service men and women to recognise the supreme
sacrifices made by those
who served in all World Wars
as well as the end of The
Great War.

IT IS festival time in Home Hill over
the next week as the Harvest Festival
again reaches a climax to a program
that started at the beginning of August
with the fundraising efforts of the seven Queen entrants representing local
organisations. Towns of the size of
Home Hill do not see a lot of quality
visiting performers without having to
travel away from the town—hence the
volunteer efforts of the small number
of local residents who devote their
own time to organising the variety of
entertainment that the Harvest Festival brings are more than welcome.
And that is more so this year, with the
effects of COVID-19, which has
brought to an end various forms of
entertainment that the populace has
been used to—the Burdekin Water
Festival in Ayr being a classic example with volunteers getting harder to
find by organisations of any size.
Over the many decades of the Harvest Festival activities, there has been
a variety of entertainment for all ages
and that is again the case this year.
Even with the crushing still having a
couple of weeks to go to the finish,
hopefully families can still take the
time to come out together and enjoy
what is on offer, especially at the
Grand Parade and into the Mardi
Gras on Watson’s Green.
A NOVEL idea was put to the Home
Hill Chamber of Commerce executive
recently which would add to the
town’s annual Residential Christmas
Lights competition and develop a new
name— “Tinsel Town”.
The Christmas Lights competition will
again take place this year and with
the trophy for the best neighbourhood
being found at the end of last year,
the town’s residents will again be
judged for their efforts in decorating
their own properties, while the combined efforts of neighbours will again
be an additional honour for the winning part of town.
After the efforts of the residents of
Fourteenth Avenue last year to feature a combined area of Christmas
decorating spirit, it was suggested

The finer points of Home Hill . .
HOME HILL residents—
particularly those who have to
traverse the deep gutters in
the central business district to
access local businesses—
would have noticed in the
past couple of months that at
least an effort has been made
to provide assistance to the
elderly who need to enter a
popular medical practice in
Eighth Avenue.
However, we would hope the
temporary crossing (pictured)
now in place has not been put
there in an effort to “shut the
town up”, as it waits for possibly years to get something
done by governments to
make the gutters more easily
accessible to town residents
- and especially the elderly.
We have been advised by the
council that the temporary
crossing was funded in the
2021/22 budget and installed
by Council, with there also to
be a handrail as part of the
crossing, “which is in the final
stages of being fabricated”.
That response was upgraded

after we made a further query
to “there is a temporary
crossing in place while the
permanent crossing is completed – a graduated transition is being constructed to
make it easier for pedestrians
to step from the road to the
footpath, rather than having
to take the one big step up”.
The one big worry about that
statement is the word
“permanent”, which gives the
impression that the crossing
will be there for the long term.
“Long term” for Home Hill
residents should be new
drainage and graduated gutters along the length of the

that their display should act as a challenge to the
rest of the town to try to match their efforts to
light up the entire town with Christmas spirit.
Let’s see neighbours get together to make Home
Hill stand out with festive decorations, as was the
case many years ago when buses from out of
town came to visit, just to see the local displays.
AS FOR the “Tinsel Town” suggestion, Home Hill
business woman and Choral Society leader, Erin
Brennan has suggested that every home add a
strip of tinsel to their frontages—with or without
the lighting displays. That would not take much
effort to put up and she has even offered to act
as a distribution point for spare tinsel that residents have, to pass on to those without. If anyone has spare tinsel, they can drop them into
Erin at Brennan’s Tyrepower or at the Choral
Society’s home at “The Vault” and those who do
not have a supply, can call in to obtain their
needs from Erin. Imagine Inkerman Mill’s Sugar

central business district, just the
same as seems to have been so
easily installed in parts of the Ayr
CBD.
All levels of government through
their representatives and various
departments are well aware of the
problems in Home Hill and the
temporary crossing is not going to
make it any easier for access for
the majority of pedestrians
(except whoever is lucky enough
to park directly out the front).
Others will have to walk long
distances around the gutters or
take their chances with moving
traffic to access the crossing from
over the road or by walking along
the side of the traffic lanes.

bin covered in tinsel, which was a marketing
suggestion, although Wilmar already does a lot
to get the town’s message across. It is a novel
idea which could lead to Home Hill developing
a new name. Now is the time to start thinking
about those Christmas decorations—time is
moving fast and Christmas will be with us before we know it.
THE Home Hill Chamber of Commerce is also
planning its annual “Night of Christmas Cheer”
at the Comfort Stop not long before Christmas.
The night of entertainment from the Home Hill
Choral Society and the Burdekin Brass Band
combined did not take place last year because
of COVID and a possible clash with the annual
Burdekin Shire Carols Night. The Shire celebration this year is in Ayr on Sunday, December 12
and the Chamber’s night will be on Sunday,
December 19. Put it in your diary.
— DAVID JACKSON

Join in the festival fun
Continued from page 1—
Strong support came for events in October including the Students
Ball and the Town of Origin Tri-Series of Sporting events between
Ayr and Home Hill, which provided a win for the Ayr team in Cricket,
while Home Hill was successful in Netball and in a last-minute victory in the Rugby League clash.
They were followed by the Ironman Challenge at Watson’s Green on
October 22, the Oktoberfest festivities at the Burdekin Race Club
facilities on Saturday, October 23, while it was back to the race track
on Saturday, October 30 for Derby Day racing in conjunction with
the Ladies Day activities.
On the same day, the King and Queen of the Hill run up and down
Mt Inkerman took place with a Thanksgiving Church Service held on
Sunday, October 31 and a Golf Ambrose competition at the Home
Hill Golf Club the same day.
A Queen judging brunch took place at the Malpass Hotel on October
27.
The final week of the
Harvest Festival entertainment commences
with the Pet Show and
Bolt for Bucks, which
will be held from 6pm
to 9pm on Wednesday,
November 3 at Watsons
Green.
The annual MasquerThe seven Harvest Festival Queens who will
ade Gala Ball, which
be featured in the crowning of the winners at
features the crowning the Masquerade Ball on Friday, November 5
of the Festival Queen
are (from left) Sophie Rickards, Kirra Simpson, Mikaela Drain, Faith Swindley, Tayla
from the seven entrants will commence McKaig, Amber Kelly and Erlinda Nunn.
(Photo by courtesy of Saskia Vollema-Creek)
at 6.30pm on Friday,
November 5 and continue through until midnight, with the announcement of the winner of the Monarch of the Festival also taking
place during the evening. The Festival Street Parade will commence
at 5pm on Saturday, November 6, with the street party in the area
around Watsons Green and Ninth Street and Ninth Avenue opening
up for the enjoyment of the festival crowds. The entertainment is
expected to continue through until 10pm.

Derby Day racing memories

DERBY Day racing in Home Hill
provided a feast of memories,
with three memorial races, an
upgraded honour board to bookmaker, Russ Reguson and an
apprentice jockey recording her
first win. As well, the Burdekin
Race Club made first use of its
new starting stalls, which they
dedicated to their long-time race
starter, Neil Johnson with a special presentation. The day was
named “Scotty’s Day” in honour
of Justin Scott who tragically lost
his life in Groper Creek flooding.

ABOVE—Jockey Jeffrey Felix and
trainer of the winner of the Justin Scott
Memorial, Love Flies, Krystin Allender
with Justin Scott’s parents, Ron Scott
(left) and Annette Vassalini (right).
BELOW—Leichhardt area chairman
David Woodhouse with Club president
Ricky Gudge, Neil Johnson, Trevor
Davies and Charlie Barbagallo.

Come and celebrate our

90th Birthday
1931 to 2021

At The Vault, Eighth
Avenue, Home Hill
Saturday, November 13
at 7.30pm
Sunday, November 14
at 1.30pm

COST—$25 per
person includes
light refreshments
and entertainment
Tickets available
from Erin Brennan
on 0428 822 091

CROWN HOTEL—The Middle Pub—Home Hill
Call in and see
our friendly
staff for your
favourite
drinks
and Take-away
Pizzas

Phone
4782 1007 to
place your
order— to be
collected in
the Bottle
Shop Drive
through

International Tenor for Home Hill

WWW.WHITSUNDAYHEARING.COM.AU

The Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce acknowledges
and appreciates
the support of
Wilmar Sugar’s
Inkerman Mill
with the printing of
The Home Hill News

WORLD-renowned Australian lyric tenor dubbed “Australia’s own Bocelli” - Paul
Tabone is returning from four years of
performances of the Phantom of the
Opera in London’s West End to perform
Golden Days: Songs from the Movies and
Musicals, starting in Home Hill on Saturday, November 20, with shows at 2pm and
7pm at the home of the Home Hill Choral
Society, “The Vault” in Eighth Avenue.
The show compliments Paul’s recording
debut with classical-crossover album, ‘This
Is Me’, which features his own take on an
eclectic mix of songs featured in popular
musical and cinematic soundtracks that
reflects who he is, now. The album quickly
found its way atop the Classical Music
Charts in Australia, United Kingdom and
the United States, only solidifying Paul’s
popularity with audiences the world over.
“Golden Days” will take audiences on a
heart-warming trip down memory lane, as
it features much loved classics from the
‘Golden Age’ of music, incorporating singers such as Mario Lanza and Perry Como
and songs from Disney all the way to Ennio Morricone.
A 2009 graduate of Central Queensland
(CQ) University, the story of Paul Tabone the Queensland farm boy who moved to
one of the world’s largest and most prestigious theatre districts, the glittering West
End and beyond - you would be hard
placed finding a tenor from regional Aus-

tralia with a resume as extensive
as his.
He has continued to perform internationally in both opera and musical theatre, in roles such as Duca
Di Mantova (Rigoletto) at the
Opera Naţională București
(Romani), Pinkerton (Madam
Butterfly) Teatro Del Giglio (Italy).
He played the role of Squelch in
the brilliant Australian production
of Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Love Never Dies.
From August, 2022, Paul will reprise his role as Ubaldo in the
2022 Australian production of
Phantom of the Opera in Sydney
and Melbourne.
Paul also continues to be a huge
advocate for nurturing Australian
talent still on the rise, by featuring
local and regional talent in his
Golden Days production.
That nurturing of talent will be a
highlight of the Home Hill performance, with locally born and bred
Baritone, Kris Brennan, who studied with Tabone at CQU, on the
same program, as well as members of the Home Hill Choral Society choir. Come and be mesmerised by Paul Tabone To book,
phone 0428 822 091 or email
burdtyre@bigblue.net.au .

Awards nominations
NOMINATIONS have been called
for the annual Australia Day awards
in the Burdekin Shire. With nominations open until Wednesday, December 1, Mayor Lyn McLaughlin
said the awards offered a chance to
recognise people in the community
for the selfless work they do. Categories include Senior and Junior
Citizen of the Year, Volunteer of the
Year, Community Event of the
Year, Senior and Junior Sports
Award, Senior and Junior Cultural
Award and the Environment Award.
There is also a new category, the
Lifetime Service Award, for a significant contribution in a voluntary
capacity for a minimum of 10 years.

Giant crocodile caught as centenary approaches
With JEANETTE GARVEY

CENTENARY of Groper Creek celebrations will be held
this month with a buffet dinner to mark the milestone on
November 20.
One hundred years ago, Home Hill’s population was 1303,
whilst Ayr had 2449 residents (*1921 Census data). In the
1860s, Heath Creek, which is a short distance downstream from Groper Creek, was utilised by boats to bring
supplies to Inkerman Station. A jetty was established there
for unloading supplies and in the early days, wool from
Inkerman Station was also shipped out. Scouts from Inkerman Station would climb Mt Inkerman to sight the incoming boats. Prior to the arrival of explorers, traditional owners, the Juru people had previously roamed these lands,
along with James Morrill, the only survivor of 1846 shipwrecked vessel, The Peruvian. Major cyclones passed
through the region, including the nameless 1918 cyclone
in January, which caused death and destruction in Mackay—followed closely by a hurricane in March, which hit
the Innisfail region. Groper Creek was just a tidal inlet until
the mighty floods of 1918 wreaked havoc and transformed
it into one of the mouths of our mighty Burdekin River. The
changing water flows made Heath Creek and the old wharf
no longer accessible and it was placed under the control
of the then Ayr Shire Council. Locals successfully petitioned and convinced Council to secure eight hectares
beside Groper Creek from the farm owners, Samuel and
Rose Searle, in exchange for the Heath Creek site . . . and
hence, the township of Groper Creek was established.
Those unable to attend the Saturday night function, which
will feature entertainment by the popular Barramundi
Brothers, are encouraged to pack a Sunday picnic lunch
and come and enjoy what many families have been experiencing for the past century.

MARITIME Safety Queensland contractors have completed works to pin and secure the Groper Creek jetty pile
sleeves and all six white caps have now been re-attached.
With a crocodile spotter keeping watch from the high safety of the jetty, the tradies surprisingly worked at record
pace to complete the project.
BARRAMUNDI season is now CLOSED, as of November
1, with the species off limits until the season opens again
on February 1, 2022. Talking to Groper Creek fishermen
and women, this year’s season did not disappoint with
some nice catches. However, some believe they weren’t in

Jetty Jottings

plentiful supply as in previous years because bigger
breeding females have been taken in the Burdekin
River’s upstream fresh locations and haven’t made
their way down to replenish the lower estuary and ecosystems.
OCTOBER’S long weekend
proved to be a popular one
with many families taking to
the water and making the
most of the last school holidays before Christmas.
Staying at Groper and fishing in their now “secret”
location in the creek with
their dads, Lawrie and
Todd, were Emmitt Fahey
(above) who landed his
75cm barra, while Perry
Horan (left) snared this
68cm specimen.

A TRAP has been set in Groper Creek to hopefully
capture a giant crocodile which has been perilously
hanging around the boat ramps and jetty for the past
year. At the time of going to print, it had been reported that the beast had been caught in the trap
on Sunday October 31. Several sightings were reported via the QWildlife app and the
croc was officially declared dangerous and slated for removal.
Queensland Department of Environment and Science rangers
have warned that people who
Photo by Graham Holder
deliberately interfere with crocodile traps face potential penalties of over $15,000. People who also dispose of fish frames near boat ramps
also face penalties … and may face the ultimate penalty if a crocodile is known to inhabit the waters.

Groper Creek visitor a little
too close for comfort
IT IS not unusual to spot
crocodiles lurking in the
creeks and river systems in
the Burdekin, but it is safe to
say that Groper Creek’s newest pontoon visitor is a little
too close for comfort.
I have been told that this
crocodile has been reported
to authorities and is under
investigation.
In the meantime, I would
encourage everyone to use
extreme caution and ensure
they are doing the right thing.
Remember you can report
crocodile sightings by calling
1300 130 372 or using the
QWildlife App.

Pipeline a tick for
growers—could be a
win for local jobs
IMPROVED irrigation
for growers in the Bowen area could be on
the cards if a 100km
pipeline connecting
growers in Bowen to
the Burdekin River
proves feasible.
The Federal Government has announced
the Bowen Pipeline
Company would re-

ceive funding towards a
feasibility study for the
project, which is said to
have the potential to irrigate up to 40,000 hectares of land.
I must say that after years
of talk, it’s great to finally
see some good news on
the horizon.
Home Hill is a key part of
developing that land and
of growing the agricultural
sector, so I would hope
that we would see jobs

Jimmy’s Handyman
& Fencing Service






Painting
Tiling
Fencing
Lawn & Garden Service
Repairs & Maintenance

LIESSMANN & SONS
HOME HILL
PHONE 4782 1612
• PLUMBING & GASFITTING
• CEMENT • PAINT
• GARDENING SUPPLIES • TIMBER
Gases
LP GAS Commercial
Supplied & Delivered
1 Fourth Street
Email: liessmann@bigpond.com

50 Years in Business!

The trap that has been set up in Groper Creek in an
attempt to catch the large crocodile, that has been
reported to authorities.
Photo by Jeanette Garvey
during the construction
of the pipeline and jobs
created from the expansion of primary production.
All the critical infrastruc-

ture in terms of roads, rail
and power already exists
so it is simply a matter of
running the pipeline and
letting the opportunities
flow.

Burdekin Region Mills
Weeks 20—ending October 23, 2021
Cane crushed This Week
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin
CCS
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin

133,648
78,116
69,310
75,356
356,430
14.17
14.57
14.01
14.36
14.27

Season to
Date
2,680,333
1,430,570
1,373,187
1,305,741
6,789,831
14.49
14.61
14.11
14.35
14.41

Comments —
THROUGHPUT this week was just under 360,000
tonnes. While still above budget, it was impacted by
unplanned stops at all sites. The Burdekin mills have
now processed just under 6.8M tonnes, which represents more than 86 per cent of the total estimated crop.
Based on forecast factory throughputs and no further
rain disruptions, the last day of harvesting at Invicta,
Kalamia and Pioneer Mills will be November 9, with
Inkerman following on November 20. The average
weekly CCS continues to trend below budget at 14.27.
The highest CCS sample was 17.2 from a rake of Q183
second ratoon in the Inkerman Mill area. With less than
a month remaining until the forecast end of crushing,
continue to take care around our cane rail network, use
your train brain and always give way to cane trains.
John Tait, Cane Supply Manager,
Burdekin Region

Uli Liessmann comments . .
THE best ever Harvest Festival is under way, thanks largely to the
many volunteers, because without them, it just would not happen.
Just do not forget the main parade—join the crowd for a good time.
SWEET FM has just held its annual general meeting and is now
looking forward to the next year. There is always more room for
some young and not-so-young commentators. You will be more than
welcome to try and have ago—give the station a call . . . it might be
a start to a new vocation. The station is receiving and collecting old
photos from across the Burdekin and in time, they will be made
available to the public. Should you have any old photos and want to
share them, get in touch with the station. All photos will be put into a
photo library for safe keeping.
THE upgrade of certain footpaths is just about finished in Home Hill.
While this will be beneficial to the walking public; a small problem is
that vehicles are parking across the footpath at night. The early
morning walker has to walk around the vehicle and is forced onto
the road—an accident waiting to happen!
WHO in their right mind
would destroy any art work
that is part of Home Hill’s
Canefields Ephemera (see
picture) at Lloyd Mann
Gardens. What possible
sick pleasure could they
get from this? It shows just
how strong you are and
how thick you are between your ears—sorry not much hope for you!
JUST a small suggestion— if
nothing is done with the flying
fox problem in Lloyd Mann Park,
this park will be rendered useless like the parks in Charters
Towers. Council used to do a bit
of animal control, which has now

Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of
Commerce Vice President, Uli
Liessmann reports on local issues of
interest in the Home Hill district
stopped. Why? When the program was in place, it worked to some
degree in keeping the numbers down, but this needs to be kept up
because in no time, the park will be unusable because of the stink
and droppings. Now I am sure Council will have a hundred excuses
as to why it has not kept up the program. How about trying a little
bit harder and actively work on this problem and stop dragging the
chain. It is a relativity small problem that will grow to be unmanageable in a very short time. And Home Hill will lose a valuable asset
both for the locals and the travelling public. Council is desperately
trying to attract out-of-town visitors for the Sweet Days and Hot
Nights Festival, just to name one. In conclusion, I’m asking how
hard is this to fix, seeing that it was already in place a couple of
years ago.
A SEROUS trip hazard on a council footpath
(see picture right). It was reported to council
and the reply was ‘this is a Telstra problem’ fair enough so why doesn’t the council report
this, as council has a lot more pull than the
average ratepayer.

NOT so long ago in this publication, I mentioned the poor state of of seats and rubbish
bins that line EIGHTH Avenue (See picture
left). As you can see from the picture, nothing has changed—some of these benches
are downright dangerous, but still good
enough for this side of the river.
THESE are my views only. To contact me, phone (mobile) 0439
822 064 or go to www.uliliessmann.com.au .

Artisans offer more car boot sales
AFTER successfully hosting their
first ever Car Boot/Ute Sale in
October, the Burdekin Artisans
Community Association Inc. has
again invited the Burdekin community to host a site – or attend
the event on November 13, 2021
to make the most of the bargains
on offer during the morning.
The Association drew a small
number of stalls to their first sale
– but it was enough to ensure
they would host another one, as

prospective sellers signified their
interest in taking up more sites in
the area at the front of Ashworths
Rock Shop fronting the Bruce
Highway through Home Hill.
Anyone wishing to participate in
the sale at a cost of $10 per site
should phone 0436 324 080 to
book their place in the event to be
held from 8am to 11am on Saturday, November 13. The first sale
allowed stall holders to offer a
variety of bargains to buyers.

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 20, 2021
Home Hill Choral Society Hall, “The Vault”
Performances at 2pm and 7pm
With special guest appearances by Home Hill born
and bred Baritone, Kris Brennan and the
Home Hill Choral Society choir

BOOKINGS: Phone 0428 822 091
or email burdtyre@bigblue.net.au

LEFT—Sponsor Karl
Vass presents the
match trophy to Home
Hill Devils captain, Ryan
Davenport. RIGHT:
Sponsor Mitchell Guy
with rugby league player
of the match, Braiden
Conner..
RIGHT—The Ayr cricket
team captain, Andrew
Ballin (left) receives the
trophy from Festival
President, Mark Vass.
(Photo by Saskia Vollema-Creek).

Town of Origin winners
THE rivalry between Home Hill and Ayr
sporting teams was again evident this
year as cricket, netball and rugby league
contests drew followers in strong numbers
to support their home teams. Home Hill
won the netball and rugby league while
Ayr was successful in the cricket.
LEFT—Sponsor, Karl
Vass with Home Hill
Netball captain, Cara
Trindle; (RIGHT) Best
player, Sarah Butterworth receives her trophy from Karl Vass.

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district
170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft forms at the
Ashworths Rock Shop complex from 9.30am to 1pm Tuesdays, 10am to 5pm each day from Wednesday to Friday and 9.30am to 1pm
Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in
the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.
Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;
Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from
February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529).
Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418
783 799 for details of how to participate.
Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old
igloos and gun emplacement still in place.
For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club (phone 0467 566 448) — amongst the
cane fields on Iona Road); at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or at the Home Hill
Community Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open bar.
Burdekin Friendship Club—Every Monday from 9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr Fourteenth Street and
Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $5 per person. Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.
Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month.
The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.
Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.
Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first Saturday night of each month;
Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the
plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street
Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth
Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in.
The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.
Comments on our town or services would be appreciated. Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com

