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THE experiences of returned 

Home Hill businessman, Ron 

Scott, in trying to purchase suita-

ble property in the town’s Cen-

tral Business District to develop 

a new business has drawn a 

critical response to his efforts to 

find the most suitable property 

for his needs. 

Mr Scott provided the following 

comments on his efforts after his 

demoralising desire to help the 

town progress — 

“After spending my time growing 

up in Home Hill, I decided to 

move on and advance my ca-

reer.  

Due to an unfortunate incident, I 

decided to return and spend the 

rest of my time back in the town 

that I very much love. 

Since my return I have noticed a 

great deal of change to a once 

proud and united little town. 

The most significant change that 

I have observed is the fact that 

the once thriving businesses are 

now very much on the decline 

and are either struggling or have 

closed down. I feel for these 

businesses being a business 

owner myself. 

Regardless as to why these 

businesses have shut down, we 

as a town should be concerned 

at the state of some of these ex-

business structures. 

Firstly, let’s say I was a tourist 

entering our town from the south. 

I travel past the well maintained 

Burdekin Race Track, Cricket and 

Tennis grounds, followed by a 

beautiful well maintained rest 

stop.  

I then cast my eyes left to see a 

shut down, boarded up old fuel 

station (pictured) and think to 

myself, ‘what am I coming into 

here (downtown Beirut? - hopeful-

ly not). I can only hope that the 

owner has been made to remove 

the fuel tanks and the likes.  

I continue further north through 

the heart of the town noticing old 

shops shut down and or boarded 

up – many of these looking like 

they have not had any TLC for a 

long time.  

As I continue, I pass a Caravan 

Park on my left, only to see some 

type of awning structure half col-

lapsed (now cleaned up—pictured 

page 3) and looking like it’s going 

to continue to collapse at any 

minute (Old George Barton would 

be turning in his grave). 

Given that I am a tourist passing 

through this town and regularly 

hearing on the local radio station 

that the region is now within it’s 

annual cyclone season, one 

would think that this structure 

would be made safe asap. 

Now, the point that I am trying to 

make is—why are the owners of 

all these vacant structures and 

properties within Home Hill al-

lowed to let their properties dete-

riorate to such a state that they 

look like they are now uninhabita-

ble? 

As a businessman trying to start 

up a new business within this 

town, I have encountered many 

hurdles just to try to contact the 

owners to enquire if they would 

be interested in selling or leasing 

their properties - on most occa-

sions to no avail.  

However I did manage to track 

down one owner of a vacant 

commercial block of land on 

Eighth Avenue.  

This gentleman lives down in the 

south-east corner of Queensland. 

I contacted him to see if he would 

be interested in selling the block 

and he advised that he was not 

interested but would be interest-

ed in leasing.  

He asked me to prepare a pro-

posal to lease. I put together a 

proposal with the advice of a local 

Real Estate Agent. The proposal 

was a quite generous one, includ-

ing all rates paid, new security 

fence supplied and installed by 

myself, maintenance and upkeep 

of the property along with gener-

ous monthly rental payment. He 

declined the offer. I understand 

that, as an owner, he is entitled to 

his decision, but what I do not 

understand is why, as an owner, 

he is allowed to have a vacant 

block in town that has become an 

eyesore due to the lack of upkeep. 

I also had the opportunity to view 

another property within the town 

precinct that is apparently on the 

market for sale.  

This was a real eye-opener for 

both myself and the estate agent. 

Just to enter the building was a 

nightmare given the poorly main-

tained surroundings of the proper-

ty (I’m sure the agent regrets 

wearing heels that day, as I’m still 

pulling burrs from my socks). 

Continued on Page 3— 

Home Hill businessman argues . . .  

“They’re cutting down our town” 

Home Hill Leaders in Citizenship 
INDIVIDUALS and organisations in Home Hill 

have led the way with recognition in the annual 

Burdekin Shire Australia Day awards presented at 

a ceremony conducted at the Home Hill High 

School Multi-Purpose Shelter on January 26. 

The ceremony was moved to the school, because of 

expected interruptions caused by impending rain and 

the awards were announced by Mayor Lyn McLaugh-

lin, with assistance from Member for Burdekin, Dale  

Continued on Page 4— 

Gloria Vass with her award 



The finer points of Home Hill . . 
    

“Burdekin” Water Park, as the Council did in 

promoting the awarding of the contract for con-

struction starting later in 2022, still does not 

make it any easier for those families outside the 

streets of Ayr who would like to make use of 

the facility—such as school children who would 

like to get on their bikes and go and have some 

fun after school. If it is to be for the “Burdekin”, 

what is the council going to do to make it easier 

for all residents of the “Burdekin Shire” to gain 

the same usage out of it? The Home Hill Olym-

pic Pool is still measured in yards instead of 

metres, which means any competitive swimmer 

going for a record cannot be recognised for a 

swim in the Home Hill Pool. Is that why Home 

Hill no longer has a permanent Swimming 

Club? What is the Council doing to provide for 

those swimmers?—after all, Home Hill has 

produced some excellent swimming potential 

over the years since the pool was originally 

built. The Council can find millions of dollars to 

build a Water Park IN AYR or even a Children’s 

Playground in a badly flood-prone area of Plan-

tation Creek IN AYR—or increasing the size of 

an existing Industrial Estate IN AYR, while 

Home  Hill has businesses with the desire to 

set up in this town (not in Ayr) but the council 

does not seem to be doing anything about find-

ing suitable land to develop a Home Hill Indus-

trial Estate above flood level. And above all, as 

we have mentioned on many occasions, Home 

Hill’s Central Business Centre is a mess, but 

the Burdekin Shire Council’s priority is for a 

“Water Park” in Ayr. Home Hill businessman, 

Ron Scott, has provided his comments on his 

difficulties in setting up in Home Hill—What is 

the building of a “Water Park” going to do to 

solve the concerns he has raised in this issue—

or does this council even care about anything 

outside of Ayr? 

 

WE could suggest that the Burdekin Shire is 

lucky to have received the funding of well over 

two millions dollars to spend on that water park, 

when it is so hard to even get political leaders 

to stop in the area, as we have mentioned in 

the past. We have pointed out that state and 

federal politicians of all colours visit Ayr and call 

it a visit to Home Hill as well—what chance 

have we got to get finance to fund an industrial 

estate or correct our deep gutters in the main 

street when we can’t even get to talk to the 

leaders that count. The current Federal Opposi-

tion Leader toured the north recently—and then 

announced that he was heading south from 

Townsville—to visit the Whitsundays. What 

happened to stopping in the Burdekin . . . Don’t 

the votes in the Burdekin count any more? 

 

    - DAVID JACKSON 

THE increasing influence of the 

COVID Pandemic throughout Austral-

ia has taken away the opportunity 

that towns like Home Hill once had to 

suggest that we are free of the ef-

fects of the disease (it was just to be 

found in city areas). With reported 

figures of over 300 affected people in 

the Burdekin area, everyone should 

now be aware of the rules and regu-

lations put forward by health authori-

ties and doing the right thing to obey. 

As is the case with most things, 

Home Hill residents are again forced 

to travel to find a testing station, with 

a site in Ayr available to gain those 

necessary tests, especially with so 

many affected. We have heard of 

sites in Home Hill over the Christmas 

and New Year period where local 

residents could get their vaccinations 

(apart from chemists and doctors 

surgeries) but why, oh why don’t 

health authorities promote those sites 

to the local public and not just on 

Facebook, which is not followed by 

everyone. We would encourage eve-

ryone in this community to get their 

initial vaccinations and follow up with 

the booster dose, just to play a part in 

helping to keep everyone safe from 

the disease. 

 

THE Burdekin Shire once had a wa-

ter park in the grounds of the Ayr 

Olympic Pool, but it met its demise 

when it was sent for scrap by the 

council of the day, because of the 

lack of public use to make it viable. 

Why then would the current council 

go ahead with the construction of 

another “Water Park” in the same 

place?—as they announced before 

Christmas that “The Burdekin will 

have its own Water Park by 2023 “. 

The project, which will cost $2.53 

million with $2.48 million of the fund-

ing from the Queensland Govern-

ment, could be compared to plans by 

the State Government and those in 

the south-east corner of Queensland 

for an Olympic Games in 2032—a lot 

of money being spent to benefit a 

specific area, while everybody will be 

forced to pay for it. Calling it a 

EVEN though Home Hill did 

not reach the great heights to 

take on the title of “Tinsel 

Town”, as originally proposed 

by Chamber of Commerce 

committee member, Erin Bren-

nan, residents can still be 

proud of their efforts over the 

December period leading into 

Christmas, as many families 

took up the opportunity to add 

tinsel to their residential deco-

rations, be it in large quantities 

or just a small strand. 

Tinsel found its way onto fenc-

es, gardens and homes and 

even traffic signs (as our photo 

shows) as a community effort 

was made to brighten up our 

town in the annual residential 

Ch r i s tma s  De co ra t ion s 

Awards. 

The judges took on a difficult 

task to select the winners of the 

best individual home and the 

combined efforts of various 

neighbourhoods and while they 

were able to name winners, 

there were many homes that 

would have been just as worthy 

of winning the trophies. 

It was hoped that other streets 

and avenues in the town would 

challenge the annual combined 

excellence of Fourteenth Ave-

nue residents, but it was not to 

be as two blocks in that Avenue 

fought it out for the Neigh-

bourhood Award.  

In the end, it was the section 

between Sixth and Eighth 

Streets that provided the 

winning effort ahead of those 

homes between Eighth and 

Tenth Streets. 

Maybe next year, the resi-

dents of other areas of the 

town can get themselves 

organised to produce a com-

bined display  to prove them-

selves to be the best neigh-

bourhood. Time will tell! 



 

 CROWN HOTEL—The Middle Pub—Home Hill  

Call in and see 

our friendly  

staff for your  

favourite  

drinks  

and Take-away  

Pizzas and Meals 

Phone  

4782 1007 to 

place your  

order— to be  

collected in 

the Bottle 

Shop Drive 

through 

MICK and MARILYN would like to thank the folk of the 

Burdekin for their patronage at THE CROWN—THE 

MIDDLE PUB—for the last seven years 
 

SPECIAL THANKS TO MY FAMILY, MARLENE and 

RON, DICK and DONNA and FAMILY 
 

TO OUR CRICKET TEAM—All the best  

and keep having fun 
 

TO OUR STAFF—May you all have a great, safe and 

Merry 2022 

Chamber changes to promote more interest 
THE Home Hill Chamber of Commerce is planning a change of direc-

tion with its meetings, as part of a series of changes undertaken by 

the Management Committee aimed at encouraging more participation 

by its members in monthly meetings. 

The Chamber was successful in obtaining a grant from the Small 

Business Recovery Centre, which was used to upgrade their website, 

with an additional amount to upgrade and modernise their logo 

(pictured). 

With success also coming with an application for another grant, the 

Chamber sought permission to use that grant to up-

grade other stationery and social media sites including 

Facebook and Twitter. 

Through the efforts of the Chamber Treasurer, John 

Clarke and local IT Firm, Abbeywebs, together with 

designs by Ayr business woman, Linda Butler of KDee 

Designs, the Chamber has now adopted a completely 

new website, along with modern new logos for future 

use. 

Those changes have prompted the Committee to take their upgrade 

even further, with plans under way to change the format of meetings, 

which will result in all decisions being made at Management meet-

ings, while monthly meetings will feature prominent guest speakers at 

different venues each month, in the hope of encouraging more mem-

bers to take an interest in the Chamber’s activities. 

The Management Committee, which consists of President David 

Jackson, Vice President Uli Liessmann, Secretary Terry Cross, 

Treasurer John Clarke and Committee Member, Erin Brennan, dis-

cussed at length changes to meeting procedure proposed by Mr 

Liessmann, who had visited several other northern chambers before 

submitting his proposals. 

His suggestions included meetings at different venues where the 

chamber could supply food and attendees buy their own drinks; a vari-

ety of interesting guest speakers at every meeting and different council 

representatives invited to each meeting, which would be informal with 

no business undertaken. 

To make this plan work, Mr Liessmann said the chamber would need 

people from all walks of life to be invited to attend and to 

find out what is going on in Home Hill and the broader 

Burdekin Shire. 

All Chamber business was to be undertaken at manage-

ment committee meetings and the minutes taken back 

to members only on the chamber website to inform 

them of the decisions. 

Mr Liessmann said the challenge was to have interest-

ing meetings with speakers, with the biggest challenge 

being to get the district’s farming community to join the chamber, be-

cause they are also part of the business community. He suggested a 

membership drive and a sales person to approach all farmers and 

businesses and anyone else with Home Hill’s best interests. 

The next meeting is to be held on Wednesday, February 16, 2022, 

commencing at 5.30pm at the Burdekin Motor Inn, when the Manage-

ment Committee is planning to have at least one guest speaker.  

All current members and prospective members have been urged to 

support the meeting and help to give the Chamber a boost. 

Continued from page 1— 

Upon viewing the externals of the building, which I must say hard hats 

should have been the dress of the day, we entered the structure. Words 

cannot really describe the state of these buildings—just the amount of 

vermin and what they leave behind would be enough to put any pro-

spective buyer off. Needless to say, no offer to buy was submitted. 

Now the question that I have to ask is—why is our local Council quite 

happy to sit back and let this happen to our town?   

Surely they can force these owners to clean up their properties to a 

more respectable condition —if not, clean it up for the owner and 

send them the bill for the works. 

Business concerns about buying property in Home Hill 

https://www.facebook.com/crownhotelhomehill/
https://homehillchamber.com.au/


Australia Day Citizenship Leaders 
Continued from Page 1— 

Last and Federal Member for Daw-

son, George Christensen in a Citizen-

ship Ceremony presentation to Pa-

vani Ganapathi, whose husband, Dr 

Sarat Tata was naturalised in last 

year’s ceremony. 

Cr McLaughlin said the calibre of all 

nominees was testament to the fan-

tastic local community spirit. 

“Council recognises not only the win-

ners of today’s Australia Day Awards, 

but every nominee for their dedication 

to their respective fields – their pas-

sion and selflessness has ensured 

the Burdekin remains the best place 

to live, work, play, visit and invest.” 

The successful Home Hill awardees 

included the Citizen of the Year, pre-

sented to long-time local resident, 

Gloria Vass, who was recognised for 

an extensive history with the Burdekin 

Netball Association, as well as time 

spent volunteering with St Colman’s 

Parish, the Burdekin Community 

Association and Meals on Wheels. 

All three Community event of the 

year awards went to Home Hill 

organisations, with the Harvest 

Festival Street Party winning the 

major award, while Achievement 

Awards went to representatives of 

the Burdekin Netball Association 

for their 51st Anniversary Celebra-

tions and the Home Hill Tennis 

Association for their recognition of 

the 40thAnniversary of their Sugar 

Bowl Tournament. 

New Lifetime of Service Gold 

Awards went to Giru resident, 

Betty Corradi (50 plus years) and 

former Home Hill resident, John 

Woods (40 plus years). Silver 

Award recipients were Netball 

member, Sandra Danziger (30 

plus years) Mr Alan Chatfield (32 

plus years) and Mr Kevin Chatfield 

(30 plus years). 

Residential Christmas Decoration award 

winners, Michelle and Noel Bathis 

Christmas winners 
RESIDENTS of Home Hill have 

again displayed the Festive Spirit 

over the pre-Christmas period in the 

Residential Christmas Decoration 

Awards, promoted by the Home Hill 

Chamber of Commerce, with many 

homes throughout the community 

displaying a variety of seasonal 

themes. 

A call for tinsel to be added to the 

displays also received good support, 

although there may not have been 

enough to adopt the “Tinsel Town” 

suggestion that was put forward 

leading into Christmas. 

However, it is hoped the suggestion 

continues to grow among town resi-

dents to a stage where the title could 

be recognised in future years. 

The judges were left with a difficult 

task in selecting winners for the two 

trophies – the Neighbourhood 

Award, which needed six houses or 

more on one or both sides of the 

street in the one block, while the 

award for the Best Individual home 

brought forward a number of resi-

dences in different areas of the town 

that were of a high standard. 

The winners were Second Avenue 

residents, Noel and Michelle Bathis. 

The Neighbourhood Award was 

again won in Fourteenth Avenue—

the combination of homes between 

Sixth and Eighth Streets, just ahead 

of the Eighth to Tenth Street homes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Neighbourhood Trophy was 

accepted by Les (left) and Andrea 

Voros and Phillip Derlagen on behalf 

of all homes in that section.  

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin with 

Harvest Festival President, 

Mark Vass 

Accepting the Netball Asso-

ciation award were (from left) 

Sheree McKaig, Glenys 

Brotto and Sandra Danziger 

John Woods Sandra Danziger 

Tennis Association repre-

sentatives with their Sugar 

Bowl 40th Anniversary Tro-

phy were (from left) Kate 

Casswell, Brad McAllister 

and Dallan Garvey 
Pavani Ganapathi 

https://www.eyecareplus.com.au/ayr/


 
The Home Hill Chamber of Commerce acknowledges and appreciates the support of  

Wilmar Sugar’s Inkerman Mill with the printing of The Home Hill News 

VANDALISM could prove costly for St. 

Helen’s Anglican Church in Home Hill 

after unwanted overnight visitors up-

turned the church’s baptismal font, 

causing damage to the structure and 

separating the top of the font from the 

stand. 

The baptismal font, which is of a solid 

cement construction, was housed in 

the breezeway at the side of the church 

in Tenth Avenue and has a history 

dating back to the Anglican’s first 

church building in the town, which was 

constructed in 1920 during Home Hill’s 

earliest years of existence. 

Priest in charge at St Helen’s, Rev 

Karen Allen said the damage was be-

lieved to have taken place between 

3pm on Tuesday, January 18 and 

8.30am on Wednesday, January 19 

and even though the offence has been 

reported to police, it is understood the 

materials in the font are too porous for 

fingerprints to be successfully taken. 

Rev Allen said there had to be a num-

ber of people involved in the vandalism 

because of the weight of the font. 

“We don’t know if they just wanted to 

upset the church,” she commented, 

“but whatever it was, it will cost quite 

a bit to fix it.” 

She said the baptismal facility had 

been sitting outside the church since 

the new building was constructed and 

it would have to be around 100 years 

old. “It would be of historical signifi-

cance not just to the church, but to 

the community as well,” she said. “It 

is rather sad because half of Home 

Hill could have been baptised in this 

font.”  

Rev. Allen found the damage when 

she arrived at the church on Wednes-

day morning for a church service. 

Rev. Karen Allen with the damaged St 

Helen’s Anglican Church baptismal font 

after vandals pushed the heavy stand 

over beside the church. 

 

THE Home Hill community has again 

been advised to be more security 

conscious, as the theft of vehicles as 

in cities like Townsville, has now 

spread to this community. 

Following reports in 

December of two 

quad bikes being 

stolen and burnt out 

in the town, there was 

another report in 

January of a utility 

with a quad bike on the back stolen 

from a Home Hill residence in the 

early hours of the morning, while 

another utility was allegedly stolen 

from the back of a hotel. 

Those thefts follow reports of vandal-

ism in Watson’s Green, where a 

vehicle was allegedly used to tear up 

the lawns in the area, while the parish-

ioners of St. Helen’s Anglican Church in 

Home Hill have also been left with the 

cost of repairing their 100-year-old bap-

tismal font, which was dam-

aged in January. 

Owner of one of the stolen 

utilities, Doug Chappell 

(pictured) praised the “powers” 

of Facebook social media and 

the efforts of State Member of 

Burdekin, Dale Last, which resulted in 

his utility and their quad bike being 

found and the alleged offenders arrest-

ed. Mr Chappell said the vehicles, which 

were fully fueled and a jerry can of fuel, 

was parked at the front of his home 

ready for a hunting trip the next day. A 

family member had checked 

the vehicle at about 2am, but 

at 6am, it was gone.  

They put a message on Face-

book and constantly received 

reports on the vehicle on two 

phones throughout the morn-

ing until the utility was found 

in the Rita Island area by a 

Water Board employee on his 

way to work. However, there 

was no sign of the quad bike, 

which was eventually found in 

a block of cane in an area off 

Norham Road, Ayr . Police 

came but Mr Chappell said he 

was upset because they went 

back to the Ayr Station and 

Vehicle thefts prompt renewed security warnings 

Church vandalism costly 

did nothing to arrest the al-

leged offenders. However, he 

praised the efforts of Dale 

Last who advised there would 

be “big trouble” if the culprits 

had not been caught by that 

weekend. Mr Chappell subse-

quently received a phone call 

advising that two alleged 

offenders had been caught. “I 

want to thank Dale Last so 

much , he was right on the 

ball,” he commented, and all 

the people on Facebook who 

responded.” He said the utility 

was currently under repair, 

while the bike was also being 

repaired. 

https://whitsundayhearing.com.au/burdekin-hearing-home-hill/


 

• PLUMBING & GASFITTING  

• CEMENT • PAINT  

• GARDENING SUPPLIES • TIMBER  

 Painting 

 Tiling 

 Fencing 

 Lawn & Garden Service 

 Repairs & Maintenance 

Home Hill Laundromat (Comfort Stop) Self Serve “Esspresso 

Essentials" facility at $3 a Cup—Open from 6.15am to 9pm, seven 

days per week. 

Home Hill Newsagency has a self-service “I Love Coffee” facility, 

at $3 per cup. They are open 5.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Fri-

day, from 5.30am to 1pm on Saturday and from 5.30am to 11am 

on Sunday, 

Rise and Grind with coffee at the Commercial Hotel, Home Hill— 

from 7.30am Monday to Saturday and 8.30am Sunday. 

Home Hill Olympic Swimming Pool is open in pool hours for 

local residents and visitors alike to meet their coffee desires from 

the pool entry area from 5.30am to 7am, Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-

day, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 

6pm Sunday. 

  LP GAS   
1 Fourth Street  

Email: liessmann@bigpond.com  

50 Years in Business!  

Jimmy’s Handyman  

& Fencing Service 

LIESSMANN & SONS  
HOME HILL  

PHONE 4782 1612  

 

Commercial Gases  

Supplied & Delivered  

Race day result changed on protest 
THE increasing presence of the Covid Pan-

demic in the Burdekin community may have 

helped to reduce the size of the crowd at the 

Burdekin Race Club’s January meeting, but 

those in attendance still enjoyed an afternoon 

of tight racing, including a changed result in 

race three, after a protest was upheld. 

Racegoers were happy to sit around the bet-

ting ring and follow their preferred selections 

in local and southern events 

The changed result came in the Class B 

Handicap (1000 metres) in which seven-year-

old gelding, My Boy Tickets (W. D’Avila) de-

feated Fiveaclocksomewhere (R. MacMahon) 

by the narrowest ‘nose’ margin. 

However, MacMahon fired in a protest, alleg-

ing interference from the winner at the 100 

metre mark and after deliberations, stewards 

upheld the protest, moving the four-year-old 

gelding, Fiveaclocksomewhere to first and 

relegating My Boy Tickets to second, with 

Ready Mister Music (D. Smith) a length away 

in  third place. 

Race one, the Benchmark 55 Handicap (1460 

metres) was won by Amuthon (G. Kliese) by 

two and a quarter lengths ahead of Combat-

tant De Rue (S. Sheargold) with Pleasure 

Bomb (Ms L. McCoy) a further two and a half 

lengths away in third place. 

The Open Plate over 1000 metres was re-

duced to only four runners, after three 

scratchings and resulted in a 

victory for Moreno (R. 

McMahon) with Night Attire 

(W. D’Avila) in second place 

and Our Recipe (Ms L. 

McCoy) in third place. 

Race Four, the QTIS Maiden 

Workshops and car boot 

sale keep Artisans busy 
THE Christmas and New Year holiday period has certainly 

not been quiet for members of the Burdekin Artisan Commu-

nity Association Inc. as they hosted a series of workshops 

for school children over the extended school holiday period, 

including one to be held on Friday, February 4,while also 

planning their next Car Boot 

Sale in front of Ashworth’s 

Rock Shop on Saturday, Feb-

ruary 12. 

The February 4 workshop will 

feature tie dye t-shirts, with 

the children supplying their 

own cotton t-shirts—and the 

Artisan members are hoping 

for a greater response from school children in Home Hill, as 

the vast majority of participants have been from the Ayr 

region.  

Bookings can be made by messaging the Burdekin Artisans 

through Facebook or phoning 0497 356 355. 

Workshops that have taken place include Christmas decora-

tions, sewing boxer shorts, making gift boxes, macramé 

rainbows and dream catchers, constructing mini vehicles 

and weaving birds and fish with coconut palm fronds.  

A RADF Grant received by the Association kept costs to 

only $5 per participant for each session.  

The first of the Association’s Car Boot 8am and continuing to 

11am and the Burdekin public is urged to support the grow-

ing number of sellers in the area in front of Ashworth’s Rock 

Shop. Anyone wishing to sell from their vehicle should 

phone 0436 324 080 to arrange to participate. 

Place (1000 metres) was won by Final Crime (C. 

Spry) with Sunny Ekcels (D. Smith) second, 

ahead of Bossuka (S. Sheargold) in third place. 

The Benchmark 60 Handicap (1180 metres) re-

sulted in a win for Jockey Bonnie Thomson in her 

return to racing on Tell Everybody, with Travers 

(Ms J. Edwards), second and Sound of Sleat (D. 

Smith) in third place. 

Racing will continue in April, with the Burdekin 

Club set for a meeting on Saturday, April 9, which 

will lead into biggest meeting of the year, the Bur-

dekin Growers Race Day on Saturday, May 21. 

My Boy Tickets wins by a nose over 

Fiveaclocksomewhere but lost the race on protest 

A group of children in a work-

shop making dream catchers 

https://liessmannandsons.com.au/
https://m.facebook.com/jimmyshandymanserviceayr/


Uli Liessmann comments . . 
    

 

 

I AM Hoping everyone had a memorable Australia Day and welcome 

to 2022 and the first newsletter for the year. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the local Home 

Hill RSL Sub Branch who, with financial 

help from the Department of Veterans 

Affairs in Canberra, is installing 39 com-

memorative plaques in the Home Hill 

cemetery (pictured). This is to 

acknowledge Boer War and First World 

War Aussie veterans and the plaques will 

show where they are laid to rest. Some 

of the burial sites are without headstones, so this is the least that 

could be done to honour their effort and sacrifice for Australia.  

HAVE you noticed that there are no street banners flying in Home 

Hill or Ayr. What is going on, as a bit of colour goes a long way. 

Maybe this project should be in the upcoming budget? 

A BIT of initiative was used in the upgrade of 

this flowerbed and when the plants get more 

established, it will look great. Ten out of ten 

to the guys who did this job. Well done 

(pictured). 

WHAT do you think about having an out-door 

Chapel somewhere in Home Hill—do we 

need or even want one? My first thought 

would be to have a Chapel somewhere in the 

vicinity of the Diorama, but there must be many other spots in and 

around Home Hill. Just a thought for Council’s upcoming budget—it 

could mean a few extra votes. Or maybe one of the service clubs 

could get it off the ground, as this would be a worthwhile project for 

the coming year. 

THE Home Hill flying fox problem has fixed itself for the present time 

in particular in Lloyd Mann Gardens. Another ongoing problem is 

feral cats that decimate Aussie wildlife at an ever increasing and 

alarming rate. At present, Council has a bounty on feral dogs, fox 

and wild pigs. An acceptable reply in regard to any progress regard-

ing this problem would be welcomed. It has only being going on for 

years. A small reminder here that public officials have an over-

arching obligation to act in the public interest. It really is amazing 

what a bit of communication can and could achieve. Collaborate and 

share information with the public—we don’t need a secret squirrel 

mentality! 

THE Comfort Stop—the major stopover via numbers in Home Hill, if 

not the Burdekin—needs its forecourt upgraded. It’s nye on four 

years since it was looked at by the engineering department and for-

gotten all on the same day. Councillors—make a conscious effort 

and include this project into the upcoming budget. 

A SMALL observation—why does the Home Hill transfer station open 

at 10am and the Ayr transfer station opens at 9am? Why the differ-

ence? Home Hill is on the same time table as the rest of the Burde-

kin and Australia. This is where communication comes into play. 

THIS has been brought up previously—to restore the Home Hill 

CBD’s vitality as a place to live and work would be a costly exercise 

and a not-so-easy task. Suggestions have been made to turn empty 

shops into residential accommodation, as there is a need for more 

rentals. This would get people into the centre of town to achieve a 

lived-in centre. The plan includes installing more trees for shadier 

streets and introducing creative lighting in some areas, to create a 

village atmosphere, where businesses, both big and small, want and 

could be based. This could address short-term and maybe long-term 

needs for the CBD. But is this all wishful thinking or just too late for 

anyone to care? 

I’m led to believe that Opposition Leader, David Crisafulli was in the 

Burdekin recently meeting with farmers and community stakehold-

ers—no mention of meeting the rank and file of the community, let 

alone asking what they want or even what might be needed. It’s a 

pity he missed Home Hill. Something to remember at the next elec-

tion . . .  you don’t see us; we don’t see you. 

I hope everyone has a healthy and safe 2022. It won’t be an easy 

year, so just hang in there. 

These are my views only. To contact me, phone (mobile) 0439 822 

064 or go to www.uliliessmann.com.au    ULI LIESSMANN

Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of Com-

merce Vice President, Uli Liessmann reports on 

local issues of interest in the Home Hill district 

Parliament Update 

WELCOME to 2022! I hope the festive 

season provided you and your family 

with the chance to spend some valua-

ble time together.  

While Parliament is not due to sit 

again until February, like most people, 

my work for the year is well and truly 

underway with plans on covering as 

much of the electorate as possible.  

This will be dependent on the current 

COVID-19 situation, so to keep up to 

date, please visit my Facebook page.  

 

2022, We’re ready for you  

Locally, our district remained relatively 

unscathed in 2021 when it came to lock downs and 

severe interruptions, or restrictions caused by the 

pandemic.  

At times when the South- East faced harsh lock-

downs, our district was able to operate with some 

level of, what could be described as, restricted 

normality.  

Now as we look to 2022, with new challenges and 

fresh opportunities I hope that as a community, we 

can once again get behind our local events, 

small businesses and sporting teams. 

The latest round of the Gambling Communi-

ty Benefit Fund grants have opened so if 

you are a community group or sporting team 

looking to fulfil some big projects in 2022, 

then I would encourage you to apply. The 

first round is a super round and closes on 

March 31—that means that grants of up to 

$100,000 are available to apply for. The 

other three rounds in 2022 have grants avail-

able for up to $35,000.  

If you are part of a community group that 

could take advantage of these opportunities, 

please contact my office for more infor-

mation. 

http://www.uliliessmann.com.au/


 

170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft forms at  the  

Ashworths Rock Shop complex each day from 10am to 5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9.30am to 1pm Saturday. 

Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—

Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in 

the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings. 

Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge, 

which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history; 

Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from 

February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529). 

Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418 

783 799 for details of how to participate. 

Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old 

igloos and gun emplacement still in place. 

For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club (phone 0467 566 448) — amongst the 

cane fields on Iona Road); at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or at the Home Hill 

Community Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open bar. 

Burdekin Friendship Club—Every Monday from 9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr Fourteenth Street and 

Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $5 per person. Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided. 

Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the 

numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months; 

Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday. 

Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. 

The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the 

Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs. 

Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which 

is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety 

barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.  

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first Saturday night of each month; 

Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of  Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the 

plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street 

Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth 

Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in. 

The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation 

of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting. 

 

Comments on our town or services would be appreciated. Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com 

  

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district 

Major works ahead for Inkerman Mill 
AS THE 2021 Wilmar Sugar 

Crushing season came to an end 

in December, the Company an-

nounced plans for major works to 

be undertaken at Inkerman Mill at 

Home Hill, as part of a high level 

of investment in its mills and cane 

supply network. 

Wilmar’s sugar crushing season 

officially ended as the last of Wil-

mar Sugar’s eight mills, Plane 

Creek Mill at Sarina, processed 

its last cane just after 10.30pm on 

Sunday, December 12, with the 

final raw sugar expected to be 

produced on the afternoon of Tues-

day, December 14.  

Wilmar Sugar’s General Manager 

Operations, Mike McLeod said the 

eight factories had processed 14.6 

million tonnes of cane this season, 

to make about 2 million tonnes of 

raw sugar, with this year’s through-

put down on last year’s 14.9 million 

tonne crop due to seasonal condi-

tions.  

Mr McLeod said Wilmar employees 

across the Herbert, Burdekin, Pro-

serpine and Plane Creek mills were 

preparing for a big maintenance 

season works program.  

“Wilmar is maintaining a high 

level of investment in its mills and 

cane supply network, with more 

than $187 million being spent on 

maintenance and capital replace-

ment projects in 2022,” he said, 

with a major focus on evapora-

tors, pan vessels and boilers. 

“In the lead-up to the 2022 crush, 

we’ll be installing a new pan ves-

sel at Macknade Mill in Ingham 

and the first of four evaporators at 

Kalamia Mill in the Burdekin. 

“We’ll also be spending $4.6 mil-

lion on upgrades to the air heater 

on Proserpine Mill’s No.3 boiler 

and $1.5 million on Inkerman 

Mill’s boiler station, ahead of a 

complete replacement of the In-

kerman’s No.1 boiler furnace in 

2023 at a cost of $10.3 million.” 

The last bins for 2921 go over the 

weighbridge at Wilmar’s Plane 

Creek Mill 




