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HOME HILL NEWS 

HOW many residents of the Home 

Hill community would believe that 

the town has a critical shortage of 

space in the Central Business Dis-

trict for prospective businesses to 

move into? 

Believe it or not, that is the case and 

it is having a detrimental affect on 

the future of our town, as  another 

business plans to make the move to 

a new premises in Ayr because of 

the lack of a suitable building. 

With vacant buildings, some of 

which are boarded up because of 

smashed frontage windows, it would 

be expected that Ross and Tracey 

Tapiolas, of My Pets in Eighth Ave-

nue, would easily find a building to 

accommodate their needs. 

However, that is not the case as 

they make plans to  move to a 

premises in Ayr because of the 

dilapidated condition of their current 

building. 

That includes damage caused in a 

severe storm in January that result-

ed in damage to a ceiling above the 

footpath, which could have easily 

caused injury if it had occurred 

when there were people on the 

footpath. 

The business also sustained dam-

age inside the store, when a ceiling 

collapsed damaging fish tanks and 

other stock. 

Mr Tapiolas said the ownership of 

the former Home Hill Co-Operative 

Traders complex was in receiver-

ship and he had to vacate the build-

ing by April. 

He did not want to have to move to 

a premises in Ayr, but he was not 

able to find a building that suited his 

needs among all those in the town 

that were unoccupied—and severe-

ly damaged. 

That problem is the same as was 

raised by another businessman, 

Mr Ron Scott of Truenorth Interi-

ors, who had difficulty finding a 

suitable premises for the business 

he wished to set up in 

the town. 

While he is now upgrad-

ing an existing building, 

Mr Scott raised the prob-

lem of unavailable build-

ings when he put himself 

in the eyes of a tourist 

coming into the town 

from the south and view-

ing a shut down service 

station through to old 

shops shut down and 

boarded up and “looking  

like they have not had 

any TLC for a  long 

time”. 

Unfortunately, the prob-

lem is not one that the 

Burdekin Shire Council 

can just click its fingers, 

apply a by-law and eve-

rything is back to normal. 

We asked the Council to provide 

details of the current actions the 

council has to take under their by-

laws before they are able to act 

against landlords of buildings in 

the Shire’s central business dis-

tricts, whose buildings are deterio-

rating to such an extent that they 

are derelict and detrimental to 

towns like Home Hill?  

A council officer responded— 

“There were two components of 

the amendments made in 2021: 

“ * To include provisions to specify 

pigeon droppings on footpaths as 

a community and safety hazard 

and prescribe actions to remedy 

such hazard; and 

“ * To include provisions to en-

sure that the building in a desig-

nated area is maintained so that 

it does not cause or is likely to 

cause personal injury or proper-

ty damage; or the appearance 

of the building does not detract 

from the appearance of other 

buildings in the designated area. 

“Council’s main concern was for 

public health and safety, but 

also introduced an ‘amenity’ or 

‘aesthetic’ aspect to the amend-

ments as a safeguard against 

buildings in a particularly par-

lous state, but which may not 

present a public safety risk. 

“At this stage, Council officers 

will act on a complaint or re-

quest lodged – so it is important 

that any properties which put 

public safety at risk or which 

reduce the aesthetic of central 

business districts are properly 

reported by phoning 4783 9800.  

“To proceed with any action, an 

authorised officer of the Council 

must form an opinion that a 

breach of the law is taking 

place. Keep in mind that this is 

subjective and must balance the 

public interest and the rights of 

the landowner. 

“Council’s preference is to dis-

cuss the matter with the building 

owner to arrive at an amicable 

solution. This is usually the 

better option resulting in less 

time and resources spent. 

“If no co-operation is offered by 

the building owner, there are 

mechanisms to follow in the 

Local Law including the follow-

ing: 

* show cause notice

* compliance notice or enforce-

ment agreement.”

The Home Hill Chamber Man-

agement Committee is hoping

to use its April social meeting to

commence discussions

amongst their members and

business operators in the town

to discuss the current situation

in the town and what needs to

be done to try to turn it around,

with so many derelict buildings

unable to be used by prospec-

tive business owners.

It is planned to have people in

attendance who have tried to

access buildings in the town, as

well as those who have devel-

oped new business operations

and council  representatives to

explain how their by-laws per-

tain to the control of any unoc-

cupied buildings. A strong at-

tendance of members will add

to the discussions.

No space in Home Hill for new businesses? 
Pet store moving to Ayr 

My Pets owner, Ross Tapiolas with ceiling 

damage over the footpath outside his current 

premises, that collapsed in a recent storm. 



The finer points of Home Hill . . 
  

ards of empty buildings in the Central Business 

District. The Council can only do as much as 

they are allowed by their bylaws and it is up to 

the landlords of vacant buildings to show an 

interest in the town and take action to upgrade 

their properties. The onus is also on current 

business operators to devote some of their time 

to upgrading their frontages with regular wash-

ing of footpaths and walls and upgrading paint-

work and signage. (And if they want to promote 

their businesses to the local public cheaply, 

they can do so through advertising in the Home 

Hill News.) One ‘positive’ that came out of the 

March meeting of the Chamber, attended by 

guest speaker, Labor candidate for Dawson, 

Shane Hamilton, was a letter from one of the 

Burdekin Shire Council representatives, who 

listed  the “concerns/issues raised by various 

persons” at the meeting and requested that, 

with budget deliberations commencing soon, the 

chamber provide a more extensive list with fur-

ther detail/concerns and possible solutions 

ASAP. The correspondence from a councillor is 

great and hopefully more of our local represent-

atives may take the time to also raise issues 

with chamber members on what can be done to 

move Home Hill forward.  

WHO would believe that we could go through a 

wet season month of February without any rain 

of significance? Our wet seasons seem to be 

moving backwards compared to those experi-

enced decades ago when heavy rain was from 

December on and now seemingly from January 

on. However, Home Hill’s rainfall records for 

February, 2022 reveal very little precipitation 

over the month, apart from a few showers in 

individual areas that hardly wet the top of the 

ground and a brief storm in Home Hill only two 

days from the end of the month. It was lucky 

there were good falls in January that put a small 

flow in the Burdekin River, but there has been 

nothing else to top up rainwater tanks or to give 

the lawns a good watering. The south-east cor-

ner of the state is obviously well looked after by 

our governments and it seems that now extends 

to the weather, judging by their rainfall totals at 

the end of February, which are filling dams and 

flooding rivers and towns. 

ONE project that is a positive for our town in the 

future is the proposed pipeline from the Burdekin 

River at Home Hill to Bowen, opening up large 

areas of agricultural land in between. Member 

for Burdekin, Dale Last has raised it in his col-

umn in this issue, referring to the detailed busi-

ness case, which is due to be completed over 

the next 18 months. Bowen Pipeline Company 

Director, Sean Brown was in town last week with 

engineers and consultants to walk over the pipe-

line alignment alternatives as part of works fund-

ed through a Commonwealth $5 million grant.  

- DAVID JACKSON

HOME HILL businessman, Ron Scott 

was on the ball last month when he 

wrote to the Home Hill News ex-

pressing his views on the availability 

of suitable premises in the town’s 

CBD to  develop a new business. Mr 

Scott’s comments could not have 

been closer to the current situation, 

as he put himself in the eyes of a 

tourist coming into town from the 

south and seeing the poor state of 

affairs in the CBD that confronted 

him. We have been accused of being 

“too negative” by councillors and at 

least one local resident, who ques-

tions how “allocating a large propor-

tion of the newsletter to the failings of 

Home Hill can positively promote our 

town”. Surely it is not their belief that 

tourists are not capable of noticing 

the mess that our town is in without 

this newsletter raising the issues. The 

Home Hill Chamber regularly makes 

decisions that result in letters to be 

written to the council asking for action 

to be taken on various topics on top 

of what is written in this column and 

by businessman, Uli Liessmann (both 

former councillors) who have fought 

for the interests of Home Hill over 

many years. At the present time, the 

Chamber has been in the hands of a 

group of five people who are doing 

their best to highlight the needs of 

our town—if there are more people 

who have their own views on the 

direction the chamber should take, 

whether they are chamber members 

or not, they would be very welcome 

to attend future monthly social meet-

ings of the chamber to  make their 

views known. The management 

group have made changes to how 

meetings are to be conducted with 

that group making all the ongoing 

operational decisions at their meet-

ings—and the monthly social meet-

ings will feature guest speakers who 

can present views on varying sub-

jects of interest to the future of the 

Home Hill community. That will be 

particularly so at the April meeting, 

when it is hoped to commence dis-

cussions on what should be done in 

Home Hill to counter the poor stand-

IT IS a case of ‘safety first’ for 

children attending the Genius 

Childcare Centre and the 

Home Hill State Primary 

School, as the Burdekin Shire 

Council recently finalised work 

on the construction of a new 

pedestrian crossing and refuge 

(pictured below) between the 

two facilities in Fifteenth Street.  

Most motorists using the 

streets and avenues around 

the Primary School would have 

noticed the new road markings 

and signage on the road be-

tween the Childcare Centre and 

the  school house.  

However, those motorists enter-

ing Fifteenth Street from Four-

teenth Avenue, who do not use 

the area regularly, may be sur-

prised by the facility when they 

arrive at the Fourteenth Avenue 

T-Junction.

However, if motorists are 

obeying the strict speed limits 

that apply around all schools 

throughout the state, they will 

have little difficulty in slowing 

down and giving way to chil-

dren using the crossing to 

access either of the two edu-

cational facilities.  

It all helps to ensure the safe-

ty of our community’s young-

er generation. 



Even the big kids entered the spirit of the occasion, as shown 

by (from left) Jeremy Caspanellio, Ron Scott and Ricky Gudge 

on the dodgem cars. 

Day of fun in Free Kid’s Bash 

Three-legged races saw children combin-

ing with friends and family members to 

gain a winning advantage 

Children came prepared with all forms of carry bags as they 

waited for the arrival of a helicopter bringing a shower of lol-

lies of all shapes and sizes that dropped from above 

Family of the late Justin Scott (pictured) who joined in the 

“Justin Roy Kid’s Bash” included (from left) Leanne Gudge, 

Annette Vassalini and Helen and Ron Scott  

CHILDREN of all 

ages – and many 

adults – joined 

together for a day 

of fun and games 

at the Home Hill 

Race Course in 

February for the 

“Justin Roy Kid’s 

Bash”.  

Hosted by True-

north Interiors Pty 

Ltd in memory of 

the late Justin 

Scott, the day 

featured many 

activities including 

merry-go-rounds, 

dodgem cars and 

water slides as 

well as an Animal 

Farm and three-

legged races – 

finished off with a 

Lolly drop from a 

helicopter along 

the front of the 

race course com-

plex.  

A large number of 

families participat-

ed in the totally-

free event, which 

the Race Club 

described as an 

“absolutely incredi-

ble time” and “a 

wonderful day put 

t o g e t h e r  i n 

memory of a very 

valued club and 

family member”. 

The Animal Farm kept the attention of 

many of the children throughout the day 

https://www.wilmarsugar-anz.com/
https://whitsundayhearing.com.au/


THE Home Hill Chamber of Commerce has 

continued its introduction to its members of 

candidates for the forthcoming Federal 

Election, with an invitation extended to the 

Labor Candidate for Dawson, Shane Hamil-

ton to attend their February meeting. 

Following the appearance of the LNP candi-

date, Andrew Wilcox at their September, 

2021 meeting, the Chamber invited Mr 

Hamilton to attend a meeting when he was 

available and he made the trip from Mackay 

for the February 16 meeting. 

Members of the Chamber, along with a 

number of Labor Party Burdekin stalwarts 

were in attendance at the meeting, held at 

the Burdekin Motor Inn, where he ad-

dressed those present at length on the 

Party’s policies for the forthcoming election 

and his aspirations in taking the electorate 

forward into the future if he is successful. 

The seat of Dawson is currently held by 

LNP member, George Christensen, who has 

announced his intention to stand down from 

the position at the election, which must be 

held by the middle of May, 2021. 

Shane is a lifelong resident of the Dawson 

electorate, having grown up in Sarina and 

Mackay, with his family connections going 

back three generations. 

A boilermaker by trade and a Project Manag-

er in Coal mining maintenance, Shane and 

his wife, Anita, a school teacher, are building 

a life in the Mackay community with their 

three children. 

Mr Hamilton introduced himself and spoke 

about Labor Party policies and their plans for 

the Dawson electorate. 

He also answered questions from Chamber 

members on various subjects, including rais-

ing the wall of the Burdekin Dam, commenc-

ing discussions on the duplication of the 

Burdekin Bridge and the best options for it, 

the proposed water pipeline from Home Hill to 

Bowen, an arts precinct and a museum for 

Home Hill, including the difficulties in obtain-

ing grants for upgrading existing buildings, 

when the grants available only favoured new 

buildings and revitalising the Home Hill Cen-

tral Business District including upgrading the 

drainage system. 

Labor Dawson candidate meets Chamber 

Labor Party candidate for Dawson, Shane Hamilton (second from left) with Home Hill Cham-

ber of Commerce members (from left) Erin Brennan, Sandi Milani and Jim Ashworth. 

Choral Society to 

Toast the Irish 
WITH St. Patrick’s Day being ob-

served on March 17, what better 

way to celebrate than with “A Toast 

to the Irish” with the Home Hill Cho-

ral Society. 

The talented members of the Socie-

ty will once again be displaying their 

musical skills with two performances 

of the production at their home at 

“The Vault”, in Eighth Avenue, 

Home Hill—one at 7.30pm on Fri-

day, March 18 and a matinee at 

1.30pm on Saturday March 19. 

Tickets are $20 each (including light 

refreshments) from Erin Brennan 

(0428 822 091)  

Two-year program for 

Sweet Days, Hot Nights 
A TWO-YEAR program has been released for the Bur-

dekin Sweet Days, Hot Nights Festival for the first time, 

with headline events returning in 2023, as well as two 

associated events planned for May, 2022.  

While the Burdekin Cultural Fair, featuring the First Fire 

and Australian Hand Cane Cutting Championships, will 

return on May 26 and 27, 2023, the inaugural ‘Farming 

in Focus Forum’ and ‘Feast by the Fire’ will be held on 

Friday, May 27. 2022.  

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said extending to a two-year 

provided groundwork for the festival to grow into a 

more significant signature destination event.  

“Following the 2021 Sweet Days Hot Nights Festival, 

Council began discussions with all stakeholders about 

the continued growth of the festival and its develop-

ment as a more significant destination event and the 

introduction of associated events,” she said. “Following 

these meetings, QSL approached Council about their 

role as a part of both the festival and associated 

events. These discussions led to the development of 

the ‘Farming in Focus Forum’ to both support growers 

and North Queensland industry growth. Following the 

Forum, a limited-ticket culinary event will be held at the 

Home Hill Showgrounds to celebrate the start of the 

2022 cane crushing season.  

While the Festival’s headline events would not return 

until 2023, the Mayor said their crop of cane still need-

ed to burn – “so we will make a spectacle of it with a 

Feast by the Fire that night—a banquet under the stars 

with live acoustic music and a roaring cane fire as the 

main event” . “Tickets will be strictly limited and will go 

on sale in the coming weeks,” Cr McLaughlin said. 

https://www.eyecareplus.com.au/ayr/


With JEANETTE GARVEY 

Jetty Jottings 

Wait almost over for Grey Nomad award winners 

AT the time of this newsletter going to print, Groper Creek 

Caravan Park was eagerly awaiting the results of the 2021 

national Grey Nomads Awards. Winners of all categories 

were this year to be announced in an online celebration on 

March 4. To be shortlisted for the second year running in 

the Best Grey Nomad Small Caravan Park category was 

an honour amongst an exceptional number of tourist oper-

ators across the country. Grey nomads have been flocking 

to Groper Creek for decades and now our secret’s out! 

The Home Hill Boat Club is always looking to make im-

provements for the benefit of our visitors and locals. Whilst 

some people thought it was “quirky” to climb ladders to 

plug in their power, the park recently installed an innova-

tive new system whereby grey and not-so-grey nomads 

can now plug in their power at ground level, eliminating 

ladders. The retractable system can be rolled up and 

stored high in the event of flooding. The judges congratu-

lated Groper Creek Caravan Park and its management 

team on a successful year of operation despite the Covid 

hurdles, saying “the past year has clearly been a time of 

significant growth, improvement and innovation with an 

eye on making the extended stays, that many grey no-

mads choose, more enjoyable and interesting, as wit-

nessed by things like the new amenities and the addition 

of a vibrant mural”.  

SINCE the barramundi season opened on February 1, 

there has been some nice fish caught in our river system. 

With no time to go fishing, as he was too busy keeping up 

with the summer mow-

ing, Park Manager Dan 

reckoned the barras 

were so thick at the start 

of the season, they were 

literally jumping up over 

the bank and onto his 

mower! (Thanks to the 

generous camper, who 

caught these two on his 

secret lure out the front 

of his waterfront site.) A 

reminder that size and 

bag limits apply to barra-

mundi – minimum 58cm to maximum 120cm in size and 

bag limit of 5 (limit of 10 per boat). 

CARAVANS and motorhomes have certainly evolved over 

the decades with today’s visitors travelling in a more luxu-

rious style than days gone by. Burdekin couple, Gary 

Hewson and Corina Davenport (pictured above) would 

have to have one of the most unique home-on-wheels we 

have ever seen roll into Groper Creek. Their Izuzu 1400 

truck is actually a former Brisbane City Council library bus, 

which has been converted with a 6.2m slide-out living ar-

ea. Decked out with all the comforts of home (including 

shower, toilet, washing machine and dryer), the couple 

have added solar power and satellite television since 

they purchased the vehicle eight months ago. The 

truck has a 6kva generator for off-the-grid travel and is 

set up 

with an 

A-frame

to tow a

Suzuki

Vitara.

Now

that the

borders

have

come down, the duo plan to travel across the nation,

from their Brandon home base.

BURDEKIN Shire Council is this year planning to up-

grade the playground at Groper Creek and the Home 

Hill Boat Club is proposing to install solar power with 

the panel structure also providing additional shade. 

Managed by clean energy contractors, Horan & Bird, 

work on relocating the playground power pole has al-

ready commenced (below) with electrical contractor, 

Chris Clive liaising with Ergon for a March hook-up to 

the new pole. The addition of the solar power structure 

at this location will be a “win-win”, providing additional 

shade, whilst also lowering the club’s increasing pow-

er costs. Protection of the environment is the club’s 

utmost priority in preserving our community for future 

generations to enjoy. With the township recently com-

memorating its Centenary Year, Club members are 

excited about moving Groper Creek into the next cen-

tury. This proposal will reduce the township’s carbon 

footprint by switching to renewable next-generation 

energy technol-

ogies and the 

Club looks for-

ward to Coun-

cil’s ongoing 

support. The 

first diesel light-

ing plant and 

playground were erected 70 years ago (in 1952) with 

TREB (now Ergon) supplying and connecting power in 

December, 1960, when lighting was also constructed 

at the end of the jetty. The new playground and solar 

upgrades will be another significant milestone for 

Groper Creek. 



 

• PLUMBING & GASFITTING  
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 Painting 

 Tiling 

 Fencing 

 Lawn & Garden Service 

 Repairs & Maintenance 

Home Hill Laundromat (Comfort Stop) Self Serve “Esspresso 

Essentials" facility at $3 a Cup—Open from 6.15am to 9pm, seven 

days per week. 

Home Hill Newsagency has a self-service “I Love Coffee” facility, 

at $3 per cup. They are open 5.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Fri-

day, from 5.30am to 1pm on Saturday and from 5.30am to 11am 

on Sunday, 

Rise and Grind with coffee at the Commercial Hotel, Home Hill— 

from 7.30am Monday to Saturday and 8.30am Sunday. 

Home Hill Olympic Swimming Pool is open in pool hours for 

local residents and visitors alike to meet their coffee desires from 

the pool entry area from 5.30am to 7am, Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-

day, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 

6pm Sunday. 

  LP GAS   
1 Fourth Street  

Email: liessmann@bigpond.com  

50 Years in Business!  

LIESSMANN & SONS  
HOME HILL  

PHONE 4782 1612  

 

Commercial Gases  

Supplied & Delivered  

THE Burdekin Race Club has 

continued to move forward suc-

cessfully over the past year with 

the presentation of several awards 

to the club and individual members 

at the 2021 Ladbrokes Queens-

land Country Racing Awards held 

in Emerald at the beginning of 

February. 

A large group of Club members 

travelled to the Central Queens-

land town to join with representa-

tives of the eight Racing Regions 

throughout Queensland, who were 

represented, with a significant 

increase in award nominees 

across the 15 categories. 

The awards comprised a Meet and 

Greet on the Friday night, ahead 

Awards recognise success of Burdekin Race Club 

and an indispensable person to the 

Burdekin Race Club”.  She had 

been a part of the race club for over 

25 years and in that time, she had 

worked tirelessly organising every 

Jimmy’s Handyman  

& Fencing Service 

of a race meeting at Emerald’s 

Pioneer Park Race Track on 

Saturday afternoon and the Gala 

Awards ceremony that night at 

the Emerald Town Hall. 

Success for the Burdekin Club 

came in the first category, in 

which Club Secretary/Treasurer, 

Leanne Gudge was recognised 

for “Outstanding Contribution to 

Country Racing Club person/

Volunteer of the Year” – with 

Leanne’s acceptance speech 

honouring her family and the 

people who work with her within 

the club.  

Leanne was described as “Our 

Girl Friday and Unsung Hero, 

who was Secretary, treasurer 

onto the stage screen and 

each deserving of the honour 

of being inducted into the “Hall 

of Fame”. 

Tributes were paid to Racing 

Country Club members who 

had passed in 2022 including 

Burdekin Race Club members, 

Russ Reguson, Ken Johnson 

and Past President Alf Zeller . 

The eventual winner was Char-

lie Barbagallo, of Home Hill, 

who first became involved with 

country racing in the early 

1970’s when local doctor and 

then him to join what was then 

the Home Hill Race Club. 

His first role in the club was as 

a barrier hand and over a long 

period of time, Charlie has 

never rested on his laurels and 

remains an active member of 

the club. 

One more major announce-

ment was made at the awards, 

when it was revealed that the 

2022 Ladbrokes Queensland 

Country Racing Awards would 

be hosted in the Burdekin in 

February 2023 . 

That was a major racing and 

tourism win for the Burdekin 

District,  which will attract the 

royalty of the Queensland and 

Australian Racing Industry to 

the weekend activities, which 

will incorporate events in 

Home Hill and Ayr  

The Burdekin Club will proudly 

be a part of the event. 

aspect for race days. 

She also paid tribute to 

the other 15 nominees 

and said she knew of the 

“tireless efforts” they 

contributed to country 

racing. 

The fourth award to be 

presented – the “Non 

Tab Race of the Year” – 

was won by Burdekin 

Club President and 

Trainer, Ricky Gudge 

and Owner, Ron Scott 

who jointly accepted the 

award. 

The award came with a 

horse the duo bought by 

default, after they had 

purchased the wrong 

horse, Rebel Lake, 

which then went on to 

win the Burdekin Cup – 

a dream come true from 

boyhood for Ricky 

Gudge to win his home-

town Cup. 

One of the highlights of 

the evening was the 

“Hall of Fame Participant 

Inductee”, which attract-

ed 14 nominees, each of 

whom had a brief history 

of their efforts for the 

racing industry flashed 

Recipients of trophies at the 2021 Ladbrokes Queensland Country Racing 

Awards were (from left) Burdekin Secretary/Treasurer, Leanne Gudge, Charlie 

Barbagallo, who was inducted into the Hall of Fame for his services to racing 

and Burdekin President and owner/trainer, Ricky Gudge and Owner, Ron Scott, 

who jointly won the “Non-TAB Race of the Year” as owners of Rebel Lake 

https://m.facebook.com/jimmyshandymanserviceayr/
https://liessmannandsons.com.au/


Uli Liessmann comments . . 
    

 

 

IN CASE you 

have not 

noticed, 

there this is 

a new sign 

into Home 

Hill which  

looks great. 
 

BURDEKIN singers excelled themselves with a truly great “Mamma 

Mia”. Very professional with an extraordinary cast, loved every mi-

nute of it. Thank you. 
 

DOES this town have a problem or not? Forgive me, I don’t want to 

be an alarmist but the community needs to know some facts and, in 

this case, if the town was to face a major catastrophe. Worst case 

scenario, the roads are cut north and south and the communication 

is down, now what, do you know what you need to do or where to 

go?  Council has a disaster management committee which meets on 

a regulator basis and they do a great job, but does the general pub-

lic know what to do? What contingency plan is there in place for 

Home Hill? Who on this side of the river will take the responsibility 

and co-ordinate the local relief? Are there any back-up tarps, gener-

ators, sand and bags etc. readily available and the many others 

things that are needed? Is there a meeting point and what emergen-

cy shelter is there and where is it? I don’t think, I believe Council’s 

responsibility is to recognise that there is a problem and it won’t be 

fixed or can’t be fixed the day before a major event. The public 

should know, in fact it should be common knowledge in regard to all 

the above. Why am I doing or even mentioning this? A quote from 

the movie, The Blues Brothers: I’m also on a mission for the better-

ment of this shire.  
 

NOW ON to another page—why would you want to live in such a 

small place like Home Hill in the Burdekin Shire? Firstly, we have a 

medical service next to none and many a 

larger town would just love to have the same 

service or even smaller. There is a post of-

fice, hospital, ambulance, fire service, 

schools and a police station. Two pharma-

cies, two banks, newsagency, two mechanic 

shops, hardware shop, engineering shops 

plus many other small businesses who are 

only too happy to help with personalised 

service. Not forgetting that we have a supermarket again, this is a 

plus for any small community. Yes, there are many empty shops but 

people are moving to regional 

Australia. It’s particularly im-

portant to support Home Hill 

and the shire so as not to lose 

the little economic movement 

which we still have. Many a 

community would give their 

right arm to have what we’ve 

got and no it’s not all perfect, but I still would not live anywhere else. 
 

GREAT things are happening on this side of the river, with tree plant-

ing either new or replacement plus the upgrade of the façade of the 

Memorial Hall. It took a long time, but I think the result was well worth 

waiting. I had a traveller stop in at the shop and they mentioned the 

first thing they noticed how clean the town looked, all thanks to our 

council gardening crew and the general public for not littering. 

 

These are my views. To contact me, please phone (mobile) 0439 822 

064 www.uliliessmann.com.au      

     - ULI LIESSMANN 

Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of Com-

merce Vice President, Uli Liessmann reports on 

local issues of interest in the Home Hill district 

Parliament Update 

BY THE time you read this, I will have 

returned to Parliament for the first time 

for 2022. While it’s a new year, there 

are still plenty of ongoing issues that I’ll 

be fighting for this year. While the rain 

was a welcome sight over December 

and January, we know that there is 

always the risk for floods and cyclones, 

so it is incredibly important to ensure 

our SES and emergency services have 

the resources they need to help their 

communities in the time of need. Right 

now, there is a two-year-old report on 

the SES which is yet to be released, 

while a review into the wider QFES 

structure recently closed. People who 

volunteer in the SES units, just like the 

ones operating in the Burdekin, need 

the support of government just as much 

as communities need their orange armies. That’s 

why I am continuing to push for the report on the 

SES to be released. 

 

Calls for scan to update flood modelling data  

IT IS not just our orange army that we rely on in 

times of flooding—knowing where and when the 

river is likely to break its banks and where the water 

will go is incredibly important. Recently, I wrote to 

the Minister to request his consideration for a high 

accuracy typography map of the Burdekin River 

System to be updated with previous flood modelling 

of this calibre dating back to 2009. With the Burde-

kin River having run several times since then, it is 

important that flood modelling aligns with the 

current conditions of the river. After all, the 

more informed we are about how a river system 

will react in times of flooding, the more likely 

residents will be better prepared in the future.  

 

Bowen Pipeline progress continues 

WORK on a detailed business case for the 

Bowen Pipeline Project is now underway and is 

due to be completed over the next 18 months.  

The Federal Government- funded business 

case will inform the viability of the project with 

the first round of water demand assessments 

due to start in March/ April this year. Home Hill 

is a key part of developing agricultural land 

south of the Burdekin and of growing the agri-

cultural sector, so I would hope that we would 

see jobs during the construction of the pipeline 

and jobs created from the expansion of primary 

production.  

http://www.uliliessmann.com.au/
https://www.uliliessmann.com.au/
https://www.dalelast.com.au/


 

170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community Association Inc. invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft 

forms at  the  Ashworths Rock Shop complex each day from 10am to 5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9.30am to 1pm Saturday. 

Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—

Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in 

the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings. 

Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge, 

which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history; 

Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from 

February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529). 

Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418 

783 799 for details of how to participate. 

Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old 

igloos and gun emplacement still in place. 

For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club (phone 0467 566 448) — amongst the 

cane fields on Iona Road); at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or at the Home Hill 

Community Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open bar. 

Burdekin Friendship Club—Every Monday from 9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr Fourteenth Street and 

Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $5 per person. Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided. 

Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the 

numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months; 

Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday. 

Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. 

The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the 

Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs. 

Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which 

is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety 

barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.  

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first Saturday night of each month; 

Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of  Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the 

plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street 

Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth 

Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in. 

The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation 

of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting. 

 

Comments on our town or services would be appreciated. Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com 

  

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district 

The Home Hill Choral Society  
 

Presents 
 

A Toast to  
the Irish  

at “The Vault”, Eighth Avenue, Home Hill  
 

Friday, 18th March, 2022 at 7.30pm  
 

Saturday, 19th March, 2022 at 1.30pm  
 

Tickets available at $20 a head (includes light refreshments) 

from Erin Brennan (0428 822 091)  

Health event moved to Memorial Hall 
A LADIES Long Lunch, which was 

scheduled for Ayr for Sunday, March 

20, has been moved to the Burdekin 

Memorial Hall in Home Hill and result-

ed in the release of a further limited 

number of tickets. 

The health and wellbeing event, fea-

turing Jules Sebastian, sold out of 

tickets in less than a day when they 

first went on sale. 

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said the move 

ensures as many residents as possible 

could be a part of the important con-

versations held during the event. 

“Council is very excited to not only be 

welcoming Jules Sebastian to our 

Shire, but hearing from Stephanie 

Schmidt, a Clinical Psychologist, 

farmer, and mum of three, as well as 

North Queensland personality, Brooke 

Winterstein and local GP, Dr Amanda 

Marano, covering a very broad cross-

section of women from different back-

grounds to talk about varying chal-

lenges,” she said.  

“Moving the Ladies Long Lunch to the 

Burdekin Memorial Hall is a fantastic 

opportunity to relaunch the venue 

following the refurbishment of its fa-

çade and replacement of its air condi-

tioning unit in recent months and will 

allow a limited number of additional 

tickets to the event to be released to 

the public following high demand.” 

https://www.facebook.com/hhchoralsociety/



