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HOME HILL NEWS 

New lease of life for Sports Club 
THE Home Hill Community Sports Club has been given a new 

lease of life, with a new committee, including a new President, 

being elected at its recent annual general meeting. 

Former Home Hill businessman, Trevor Elton (pictured) has 

taken on the leadership of the club, with Karen Gage as secre-

tary and Wayne Newton in the position of Treasurer, as they 

endeavour to lift the club’s fortunes with increased membership 

and changes to participation opportunities for those current 

members of the organisation. 

Mr Elton was carrying on his love of bowls at the Brandon 

Bowling Club, when he was approached by another Home Hill 

resident about attending a meeting of the Home Hill Communi-

ty Sports Club, where membership numbers were on the de-

cline. 

“The three current officers were trying very hard to keep the 

club going, but they were in need of more support,” he said, 

resulting in Mr Elton agreeing to attend a meeting of the Com-

munity Club, where he was elected as President. 

With 28 regular members attending the club’s Thursday bowl-

ing competitions “solely for the enjoyment of it”, Mr Elton said 

the new committee was now working hard to increase member-

ship numbers and to improve the activities that are available 

through the Sports Club. 

Because of their small numbers, the Home Hill Club is not reg-

istered with Bowls Queensland, but that does not stop those 

who enjoy the sport of bowls from joining in the regular Thurs-

day events. The competitions on that day commence at 

1.30pm for 21 ends, before those in attendance stop of a break 

and a sausage sizzle, before play re-commences at 6.30pm 

and continues through to 8.30pm, for a competition of about 12 

ends. A random draw is carried out for participants in each of 

the competitions in what Mr Elton described as a “good social 

night”. 

He said the club was disposing of the equipment that was used 

for a soccer competition on the club’s green and were concen-

trating on those who enjoy playing bowls, with their numbers 

including long-time Home Hill Bowling Club enthusiast, Karl 

Rummeny. 

However, there had been ideas put forward for other potential 

competitions including croquet, which has not been a sport 

played in Home Hill for as long as anyone can remember. 

Bingo is no longer played at the club at the present time, while 

Table tennis has also been suggested with the right equipment 

and there are also ideas of starting up children’s bowling activi-

ties. Four groups also use the Community Club’s facilities for 

their regular meetings at no cost.  

Continued on Page 4— 

Have your say on 

upgrading our CBD 
THE Home Hill Chamber of Commerce 

is looking for ideas from its members 

and the local community on ways to 

proceed with upgrading the town’s 

Central Business District. 

The Chamber’s April Social Networking 

meeting, to be held on Wednesday, 

April 20, commencing at 5.30pm, is to 

focus on ways to add new life into the 

town centre to overcome the outlook 

brought on by the large number of 

empty shops and dilapidated buildings. 

Chamber of Commerce president, 

David Jackson has urged all members, 

shop owners and employees and any-

one interested in the future of the town, 

to attend the meeting to put forward 

their thoughts on the direction the town 

should take to make the CBD more 

inviting to the many visitors, who should 

start making stopovers in the vicinity of 

the Comfort Stop from this month. 

“If members were ever to attend a 

Chamber meeting, this should be the 

one to add their point of view on what to 

do to upgrade the town,” he said. 

“At the present time, it is so demoralis-

ing to see the mess that the town centre 

is in, with boarded up shop windows, 

dilapidated buildings in need of new 

paintwork and overgrown blocks of 

land. 

“Imagine what the town would be like if 

we hadn’t had the developments undertak-

en by local businessman, Richard Bonato 

with the IGA and Car Wash projects?” 

Mr Jackson said invitations were being 

extended to returning Home Hill business-

man, Mr Ron Scott, who wrote to the 

Home Hill News in February with a critical 

response to his efforts to find suitable 

premises in Home Hill’s CBD to meet his 

needs and Mr Ross Tapiolas, who could 

not find a suitable premises in a town full 

of empty buildings for his My Pets busi-

ness. 

Mr Scott is upgrading a building at the 

southern end of the CBD for his business 

operations, while Mr Tapiolas is moving 

his business to Ayr, because he could not 

find suitable premises in Home Hill to 

replace his former shop, owned by land-

lords who are reported to be in receiver-

ship. 

Councillors, current members of state and 

federal parliament and candidates in the 

forthcoming federal election are also invit-

ed to attend to have their say. 

However, it is not intended for the meeting 

to be the subject of electioneering or at-

tacks on politicians.  

Mr Jackson said the meeting needs to 

stay positive and come up with much-

needed ideas for improvement to the town 

centre.  

  Continued on Page 4— 



The finer points of Home Hill . . 
    

IT IS a shame to receive reports of the actions 
of a minority, who like to make things as hard 
as possible for those in the district who devote 
their spare time to making improvements to 
sections of the community. The Burdekin Race 
Club is moving forward through the efforts of a 
devoted team of volunteers, who spend a lot 
of time improving the race course for patrons 
of the sport and the many other people who 
make use of the facilities in and around the 
grounds. Among those volunteers are a cou-
ple of people who have devoted many years of 
their time and effort into improving the outlook 
of the land in the area and particularly in the 
south-east corner (off Darveniza Road) where 
overgrown grass and rubbish has been 
cleared and removed. However, it was demor-
alising for them to turn up to the area recently 
to find a dead pig dumped on the site. The 
actions of the perpetrators was considered to 
“be in poor taste”, considering the carcase had 
deteriorated considerably in the excessive 
heat the district has experienced over the past 

month. 

ANYONE in Home Hill who has a shred of 
care for the future of the town is urged to set 
aside time to attend the forthcoming social 
networking meeting of the Home Hill Chamber 
of Commerce, even if it is just to hear the ide-
as put forward to improve the outlook of the 
town and its Central Business District. Coming 
off a train recently and moving into the town 
area was, to say the least, demoralising to see 
the standard of the main street of the town and 
its buildings  - and that is what our many visi-

tors see when they enter the town from the north 
or the south. It was  also as described by a local 
businessman returning to set up a new business 
in the town and it has again highlighted the need 
for action to be taken to try to improve that poor 
outlook. The meeting is to be held from 5.30pm 
on Wednesday, April 20—please put it in your 
diary and come filled with ideas on how improve-

ments can be made. 

ONE of the reasons for our CBD problems is the 
number of empty shops, many of which are unin-
habitable. However, the problems is not solely 
one for the Home Hill community, as stories in a 
recent edition of the Townsville daily paper high-
lighted the problems in the central city area 
where there are huge numbers of empty shops 
around the Flinders Mall. But in that case, they 
are still building more, which seems to just in-
crease the problems. We are aware of people 
who would love the make improvements in the 
Home Hill community but as with anything, it is 
the need for finance that is their biggest problem.  
They could go looking for grants but most grants 
are offered on the basis of the construction of 
new buildings while the existing ones are left to 
deteriorate. That is Townsville’s problem—
whereas a grant to upgrade existing buildings 
would help to remove a lot of the unsightly areas 
in towns like in Home Hill. If only those offering 
grants could look at the bigger picture and offer  
the grants where they are more beneficial. With 
a Federal election not far away, it could be a 
good time for candidates to take a closer look at 

the problem?   - DAVID JACKSON 

THE new direction for the Sweet 
Days, Hot Nights Festival into a  two-
year program of associated events  
will come to fruition this year, with 
plans being put into place for “people, 
produce and culture to be celebrated” 
at a “Feast by the Field” -  a long-
table banquet under the stars featur-
ing what is described as “the best of 
the Burdekin’s people, produce and 
culture” at the Home Hill Show-
grounds on Friday, May 27. Council’s 
press release has revealed that lim-
ited tickets are now on sale but any-
one getting in early should prepare 
themselves for the price of admis-
sion—$125 per person ($250 a cou-
ple). The inaugural feast is planned 
to “showcase a range of cuisine from 
across the region and the primary 
producers who grow it”. While the 
council is “excited to be hosting the 
Feast by the Field at the Home Hill 
Showgrounds” – guests will be treat-
ed to a long-table banquet followed 
by a dessert bar accompanied by first
-class entertainment. Mayor Lyn 
McLaughlin has said that while the 
event initially was set to culminate in 
the first cane fire of the 2022 crush-
ing season, feedback from stakehold-
ers and the community identified that 
this would not be a highlight if it was 
limited to just those with tickets to the 
feast. As a result, she said the event 
will focus on “the celebration of our 
people, produce and culture, with the 
first Fire returning as a part of next 
year’s Sweet Days, Hot Nights Festi-
val”. The 2022 Feast by the Field will 
be held at the Home Hill Show-
grounds from 6pm on Friday, May 27. 
However, anyone else wishing to 
view the fire, Including the many 
visitors in the vicinity of the Comfort 
Stop at that time of the year, should 
not plan to get close to the action 
because the only ones allowed into 
the grounds on the night will be ticket 
holders. Other sightseers, including 
those who have never seen a fire up 
close, should take a seat outside the 
fence. The Australian Cane Cutting 
Championships was once an attrac-
tion for all to see as it drew many 
people to the paddocks around Home 
Hill when it was moved closer to the 
town from its original site at Dalbeg. 
However the changes being made 
mean it will be open only to a small 
minority. Does it also mean that the 
many visitors camped at the show-
grounds will either have to pay or 
move out for the duration of the 

Sweet Days, Hot Nights Festival? 

ONE of the biggest news stories of the past month around 

our nation was the decision of Australian and World Champi-

on tennis player, Ashleigh Barty to retire from the game at a 

time when she was on top of the world and apparently at the 

peak of her career. Ashleigh would be one of the most popu-

lar sports people around the world, no matter what the sport, 

because of her friendly personality and the way she com-

petes against all opposition without the attitude that perme-

ates from many other competitors. Ashleigh grew up com-

peting on a tennis circuit throughout Queensland including 

Home Hill and the Home Hill Tennis Association can proudly 

say that they played a small part in helping to take her to the 

top in the sport. The accompanying photograph is taken from 

a larger one amongst all the memorabilia displayed on the 

walls of the local association, when she competed at the 

Home Hill complex as a 10-year-old in a school’s competi-

tion in 2006. Her parents, Robert and Josie Barty added 

another one to the collection when they came back to the 

courts in September 2019. At that time, they did not know 

when Ashleigh would get a chance to return to Home Hill, 

but now that she is retired, it could be a good opportunity to 

bring her back to the site of one of her early successes. 



 
Enjoy racing in Home Hill . . Saturday, April 9 

Enjoy an afternoon  

of racing under the  

trees in the pleasant  

surroundings of the 

Home Hill Race Track 
 

Cafe and full bar facilities 

Five local races plus southern  

events, TAB, local bookmakers 

New recruits needed for local SES Groups 
MEMBERS of the Home Hill 

State Emergency Service (SES) 

Group joined with members of 

all other Groups in the Shire at 

an Open Night at the McCathie 

Street, Ayr building on Monday, 

March 28 in an effort to recruit 

new volunteers for all local 

groups, including Giru, Clare, 

Rita Island, Home Hill and Ayr. 

Attendees at the Open Night 

included the Home Hill Group 

Leader, the Deputy Leader and 

several other members who 

were in attendance to promote 

volunteering for the group.  

The last SES open day held in 

Home Hill was attended by two 

members of the public, but 

neither joined, which highlights 

the need for more prospective 

members to join the organisa-

tion, especially at this time of 

the year when cyclones are still 

starting to develop in the Coral 

Sea. 

With open days and nights be-

ing held intermittently around 

the shire, the Ayr building was 

chosen on this occasion as it 

was the largest and most cen-

tral of all Burdekin SES build-

ings.  

The Burdekin SES unit is made 

up of five groups and each has 

its own building used to store 

equipment across the Shire. 

“Whatever you put in, you get back – some people 

just want to help in clean-ups after significant weath-

er events like floods, while others are interested in 

undertaking water rescue training, working at heights 

training and chainsaw training,” he said. 

In answer to a query from the Home 

Hill News about the activities at the 

Home Hill building, a SES spokesman 

said the groups are activated in re-

sponse to weather events and are 

only open as required. 

“All SES members are volunteers and 

it is not practical for them to man the 

buildings daily.” 

The Home Hill group currently does 

not have a volunteer trainer among 

its members and relies on the three 

volunteer trainers from the Ayr 

group and two from Clare and Giru.  

Hosting combined training sessions 

ensures the entire Burdekin SES unit 

are confident working together and 

are able to assist each other as re-

quired.  

Members of the SES are active in all 

areas of the Burdekin and are able to 

assist each community if assistance is 

required, regardless of which side of the 

river they are on. This can be seen in any 

recent weather event, when the SES 

activate the Home Hill SES building for 

the supply of sandbags and standby for 

further support as required.  

The SES spokesman said the recent 

Open Night engaged with a wide cross 

section of the Burdekin community and 

whether people attended or not, media 

and social media coverage both before 

and after the event had made the group 

more visible.   

Burdekin SES Controller, John Winn 

said no-one was too young, busy or 

unskilled to join. 



Home Hill footpaths upgraded  
SCHOOLS and businesses in 

Home Hill have been de-

scribed as being “more acces-

sible”, following upgrades un-

dertaken by the Burdekin 

Shire Council across the 

town’s footpath network. 

In recent months, the Council 

has completed stage two of 

the Burdekin Be Active Trail 

from Watson’s Green to Sixth 

Street, as well as the installa-

tion of a crossing and refuge 

island at the Home Hill State 

School, a pedestrian access 

ramp including railing in front 

of the Home Hill Surgery and 

the marking of an additional 

disabled parking space on 

Seventh Street in close prox-

imity to the surgery. 

Council Safety Advisory Com-

mittee Chair, Cr Max Musu-

meci said the improvements 

would benefit everyone in the 

community.  

“Home Hill’s footpath network 

continues to be expanded and 

the extension of the Burdekin 

Be Active Trail in the town 

with a wider footpath from 

Sixth Street to Watson’s 

Green will make pedestrian 

travel around town safer and 

access to facilities such as the 

Home Hill branch of the Bur-

dekin Library and the Wat-

son’s Green Park Warrior 

course easier for all resi-

dents. 

“The installation of a cross-

ing, including the refuge is-

land at the Home Hill State 

School will ensure improved 

safety for not only students, 

but their families, nearby res-

idents and all road users,” he 

said. 

“While some steep kerbs and 

cross falls in Home Hill’s 

main street are required to 

carry stormwater and reduce 

the impact of heavy rainfall 

on businesses in the area, 

installing a pedestrian ramp 

and a nearby disabled park-

ing space will ensure these 

businesses are still able to 

be accessed by all resi-

dents.” 

Cr Musumeci thanked all 

residents for their patience 

while the works were under-

taken and encouraged road 

users to be aware of the 

changes.  
 

Stage 2 of the Burdekin Be Ac-

tive trail was supported by the 

Queensland Government’s 

Works for Queensland program. 

New lease of life for Sports Club 
Continued from Page 4— 

Anyone interested in joining in the club’s activities can become a 

full member for $20 and a social member for $10, to go along 

and enjoy themselves. One of the Community Club’s first major 

activities currently being planned will be a “Big Bowls Day” to 

take place on Saturday, May 7, where there will be a Roast on a 

Spit and music provided by Megan Law. The day’s competition 

will commence at 2pm at a cost of $30 per player, while non-

players will pay an entry fee of $20 each, which includes dinner 

and entertainment. Children under 16 will be free. 

Continued from Page 1— 

He said the Chamber had already 

decided to add colour to boarded up 

windows in empty shops in the town.  

However, that would need permission 

to be obtained from owners of the 

buildings. 

The meeting is to take place at the 

Home Hill Community  Sports Club 

from 5.30pm on Wednesday, April 20. 

Please show an interest in the town 

and have your say on what should be 

done to take Home Hill forward in a 

positive way. 

Have your 

say on our 

CBD future 



Wilmar’s new Burdekin region apprentices (from left, back) Alyx Whitman, Macaulay Suski, Kai Great, Kellen O’Malley, 

Oliver Hudson, Joshua Ferrando, Lachlan Dobe, Darian Lampton, William Holt and Kyle Bloxsom and (front) Riley 

Toombs, Gian Favale, Kasey Parison, Jack Gimson, Jayden Giddy, Zac Stevenson, Ryan Delle Baite, Riley Christen-

sen and Michael Bloom. (Absent were Esther Olney and Isobel Murphy) 

Mechanical Trades Coordinator Brett Wilshere (right) ex-

plains the safety aspects of a radial drill to new fitting and 

turning apprentice Lachlan Dobe  

WILMAR Sugar Australia has welcomed 21 new 

apprentices into its four Burdekin mills - the new 

recruits being amongst 38 first-year apprentices 

who have joined the company this year through its 

eight Queensland sugar mills and bioethanol dis-

tillery.  

This year’s intake is the largest in many years and 

reflects the company’s long-term commitment to 

jobs creation and trade training.  

“With more of our large-scale manufacturing work 

being done in-house, we identified a need to main-

tain and build up the trade skills that exist within 

our business,” Training Superintendent, Daniel 

Shipard said.  

“We have a strong track record of producing quali-

ty tradespeople across the electrical, fitting and 

turning, boilermaking and diesel fitting disciplines, 

with our apprentices getting exposure to a wide 

range of work within our factories. 

“We’re particularly proud of our completion rates. 

More than 90 per cent of our recruits complete 

their respective apprenticeships, which gives us 

one of the highest apprenticeship completion rates 

in Australia.”  

Along with the 21 Burdekin apprentices, Wilmar 

has employed six new apprentices in the Herbert 

region, five at Proserpine Mill, four at Plane Creek 

Mill and two at the Sarina BioEthanol Distillery. 

First-year Burdekin fitting and turning apprentice, 

Lachlan Dobe said doing school-based work expe-

rience with Wilmar fitters and turners had cement-

ed his decision to pursue that trade. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed my work experience at the 

mill. I really like to be hands-on all the time. It gave 

me a better understanding of reading drawings 

and I found it really was my passion,” Lachlan 

Wilmar adds 21 new Burdekin apprentices 

said. 

“The sugar industry is such a big industry, you’re not 

doing the same thing day in, day out, so to be a part 

of something so big gives me a sense of pride.”  

Burdekin diesel fitting apprentice, Kasey Parison said 

undertaking an apprenticeship was the best option 

for her after leaving school, because it provided a 

mix of hands-on learning and TAFE modules.  

“For me, the best way to learn is by being hands on, 

so that I can understand and process what’s happen-

ing. I’m excited to learn about the mill and the locos, 

how they work and how to fix them.”  

Mr Shipard said Wilmar currently employed 134 ap-

prentices across the business and the Herbert and 

Burdekin apprentices had recently completed a two-

week safe start course at the Burdekin TAFE facility, 

ahead of starting work at their respective mills.  

The Mackay region apprentices commenced work at 

their sites late last year.  

Wilmar has created more than 330 new apprentice-

ship positions since buying Sucrogen in 2011. 

Programs offer a 

range of grants 
CHARITIES, not-for-profits, schools 

and community groups in the Home 

Hill community have been encour-

aged to apply for funding in a range 

of grant programs that are currently 

accepting applications.  

The Port of Townsville Community 

Fund, Queensland Arts Showcase 

Program and the Foundation for 

Rural Regional Renewal (FRRR) 

Strengthening Rural Communities 

Fund are all currently accepting ap-

plications from eligible groups. Mayor 

Lyn McLaughlin said individuals or 

groups with innovative and trans-

formative ideas were encouraged to 

apply. 

“A range of grants are currently open 

for applications from national and 

state agencies, such as the Queens-

land Government and FRRR, howev-

er on a local level, Burdekin groups 

are also fortunate to be eligible for 

the Port of Townsville’s Community 

Fund,” the mayor said.  

“The Port of Townsville’s Community 

Fund will offer a cash pool of 

$50,000 to assist local groups from 

Townsville West to Mount Isa, North 

to Hinchinbrook and South to the 

Burdekin, with a focus on providing 

lasting benefits to the local communi-

ties.  

“Groups seeking support are encour-

aged to identify how their projects 

align with the Port’s vision to improve 

sustainability in the four key areas of 

planet, people, community or pros-

perity.”  

The Strengthening Rural Communi-

ties program, through FRRR, has a 

broad scope to encourage resilience 

in rural and regional communities.  

Residents and organisations with 

questions about any available fund-

ing have been encouraged to contact 

the Burdekin Shire Council Grants 

Officer or Community Development 

section (4783 9800). 



Action aplenty for Burdekin Artisans 
MEMBERS of the Burdekin Artisan Community Association 

Inc. will have a busy day on Saturday, April 9, as they start 

the day with their monthly Car Boot Sale and move into the 

evening hosting their annual Burdekin Rags to Runway 

Presentation Night. 

The Association is starting to increase support for their Car 

Boot Sale, as members of the Burdekin community take the 

opportunity to sell their unwanted items from the back of 

their motor vehicles from the pleasant surroundings under 

the shady trees in front of Ashworths Rock Shop off the 

Bruce Highway through Home Hill. 

The sellers have been offering a variety of products each 

month, including plants, household items, clothing and 

many other products that are being snapped up by passing 

motorists. 

Anyone interested in having a site at the Car Boot Sale 

should contact Eric Moulton on 0436 324 080. 

While the sellers are busy offering their wares to the public, 

the members of the Burdekin Artisan Community Associa-

tion will be busy preparing the courts at the Burdekin Net-

ball Association in Twelfth Avenue, Home Hill for the Bur-

dekin Rags to Runway Presentation Night, which will enter-

tain a large crowd under the floodlights of the netball courts 

from 7pm that evening. 

Patrons should be seating by 7pm sharp for the start of the 

presentation of the unique outfits prepared by talented 

fashionistas from the Burdekin and further afield. 

Prizes will be awarded in the following categories -  

Racewear Budget Challenge - (Maximum Spend $40);  

Budget Challenge  - (Maximum spend $30); 

Open Section – Any Second-hand Garment/Fabric Items 

Re-modelled; 

Junior Section - Ages up to 18years; 

Accessories Section – Minimum 50 per cent recycled items. 

Tickets for the evening are available for $30.00 each from 

170 Arts on the Avenue at 170 Eighth Avenue, Home Hill. 

Patrons should take their own nibblies for the evening, 

while tea, coffee and sweets will be supplied. 

Some of the models who displayed the new creations of entrants at the 

2021 Rags to Runway event 

Home Hill students join Youth Council activities 
STUDENTS from the Home Hill 

High School are among repre-

sentatives from every high school 

in the Burdekin district included in 

the Burdekin Shire Youth Council 

2022 membership. 

Letters were sent home to the 

families of all students encourag-

ing them to join at the start of the 

2022 year and while the Home Hill 

State High School students were 

present for the elections, no 

Home Hill State High School stu-

dents nominated themselves for 

an executive position this year.  

However, the Home Hill students 

are active members of the Youth 

Council, who enjoy assisting at 

events, helping fundraise and 

gaining new skills as they gear up 

for another big year. 

The Burdekin Shire Youth Council 

Youth Council members.  

The Youth Council delivers pro-

jects for young people of the dis-

trict, complete community service 

projects and assist with a number 

assists with and hosts events 

throughout the Burdekin and new 

members are always welcome, 

with anyone aged between 12 and 

21 encouraged to join the other 

of local events. 

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said the 

group also plays a key role in 

providing feedback from a youth’s 

perspective on Council strategies 

and projects. 

“The Burdekin Shire Youth Coun-

cil was established to give young 

people of our region a voice and 

an opportunity to develop key 

skills to apply in the real world,” 

she said. 

“While the Youth Council supports 

a lot of community events in the 

region and undertake community 

service activities they are pas-

sionate about, they also provide 

excellent feedback to Council on 

strategies, plans and projects and 

Cr McLaughlin encouraged all 

high school students in the Shire 

to consider joining. 

Executive members of the Burdekin Youth Council elected recently are 

(from left) Deputy Youth Mayor Zavier Wood, Youth Mayor Gracie Hosie 

and Secretary Mikayla McDonnell 



With JEANETTE GARVEY 

Jetty Jottings 

No podium for Groper Creek—but success in fishing 

A FINALIST for the second year running, Groper Creek 
Caravan Park narrowly missed out on a podium finish at 
this year’s Australian Grey Nomad Awards.  
Queensland and South Australia dominated the list, with 
Point Turton Caravan Park on South Australia’s Yorke 
Peninsula named Gold Winner of the Small Caravan 
Parks category and overall Best of the Best. The Silver 
gong went to Dirranbandi Retreat and Caravan Park and 
Bronze to Charleville’s Evening Star Tourist Park, both 
attracting tourists to outback Queensland. Paronella Park 
was named Best Grey Nomad Attraction and Gympie’s 
Mary Valley Rattler the Best Grey Nomad Historic Attrac-
tion. The Awards, which were judged by tourism leaders 
from across the country, shine a light on the best places 
for older travellers to stay and play around the country. It 
was a privilege for Groper Creek to be selected as a final-
ist alongside such prestigious company across the nation. 
Commenting on the Awards, the judges said: “This year’s 
winners reflect the exceptional experiences on offer to 
senior travellers. Each winner is playing a small yet critical 
role in assisting the Australian tourism sector recovery.”  
Tourism is a joint effort within a community like ours, with 
positive feedback and promotion only having a bonus flow
-on effect when visitors stay and support our Burdekin 
businesses.  
 
UPGRADES to Groper 
Creek’s playground ar-
ea are progressing, with 
underground power 
being installed ready for 
solar hook-up, hopefully 
this month. Home Hill 
Boat Club also took the 
opportunity to replace 
some old irrigation 
lines, with Liessmann & 
Sons plumbers, Scott 
Harris (left) and Hayden 
Schneider getting more 
muddier than expected. It was a tough call-out, completing 
the job down the creek and having to get muddy without 
actually taking home any muddies!  
 
GROPER Creek’s Rural Fire Brigade is once again  
sending out the call for new volunteers. With older volun-
teers retiring and the introduction of mandatory Blue Card 
regulations over the past year, the brigade lost some 
members and are hoping others will step up and join. Liv-
ing at Groper Creek is not a requirement – anyone wishing 
to join from Home Hill and the greater Burdekin area 
would be most welcome to assist in delivering the Pre-
pare, Act, Survive message. Last month, the brigade con-
ducted a hazard reduction burn and took possession of 
new radio equipment, completing training alongside 
Gudjuda Rural Fire Brigade in Home Hill. Mostly, the 
Groper Creek Brigade is involved in flood clean-up to en-
sure the community is returned to its normal pristine con-
dition as soon as possible following weather events. So 
far, so good in 2022, as far as flooding is concerned, how-
ever, as many Burdekin-ites can attest, we are not quite 
out of the woods yet, especially when some of our biggest 
floods have occurred in April. The Groper Creek Rural Fire 
Brigade usually meets on the first Sunday morning of the 
month – those wanting further information can contact the 
Groper Creek Kiosk, phone 4782 0186. 

BARRA season has 
so far not disappoint-
ed with some nice 
fish proudly dis-
played by keen an-
glers on the jetty and 
at “secret” locations 
within our estuary 
system. Central 
Queensland work-
mates recently 
camped at Groper 
and could not stop 
raving about their 
newly discovered 
favourite spot, de-
claring “we’ll defi-
nitely be back”.  
Two minutes after 
launching their 
boat, Rob Herbert snared his first 90cm Barramundi on 
his second cast. Having a capable deckie was the se-

cret, according to 
Rob’s daughter, Sa-
vannah who also 
reeled in and diddled 
some decent fish, 
matching the guys 
with four barras cap-
tured on day one of 
their five-day stay. 
Used to fishing the 
inland stocked im-
poundment dams, the 
group enjoyed discov-
ering the Burdekin’s 
vast waterways and 
also cooked up a 
decent feed of mud 
crabs during their 
break here  
 

ALTHOUGH weather conditions were far from perfect, 
barra were still on the bite for The Justin Scott Fishing 
Classic on March 12 and 13, with 70 caught in total, 
adding up to 4929cm in total length.   
 

 
WITH the park booked 
out and many hut owners 
looking forward to a long 
weekend at the creek, a 
Happy and Safe Easter 
to all from Groper Creek. 

Shane Houchen and Savannah Herbert 
displaying Rob Herbert’s 90cm barra and 
the day’s catch 

Happy fisherman, Rob Herbert 
has vowed to return to the Bur-
dekin. 



 

• PLUMBING & GASFITTING  

• CEMENT • PAINT  

• GARDENING SUPPLIES • TIMBER  

 Painting 

 Tiling 

 Fencing 

 Lawn & Garden Service 

 Repairs & Maintenance 

Home Hill Laundromat (Comfort Stop) Self Serve “Esspresso 

Essentials" facility at $3 a Cup—Open from 6.15am to 9pm, seven 

days per week. 

Home Hill Newsagency has a self-service “I Love Coffee” facility, 

at $3 per cup. They are open 5.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Fri-

day, from 5.30am to 1pm on Saturday and from 5.30am to 11am 

on Sunday, 

Rise and Grind with coffee at the Commercial Hotel, Home Hill— 

from 7.30am Monday to Saturday and 8.30am Sunday. 

Home Hill Olympic Swimming Pool is open in pool hours for 

local residents and visitors alike to meet their coffee desires from 

the pool entry area from 5.30am to 7am, Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-

day, Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 

6pm Sunday. 

  LP GAS   
1 Fourth Street  

Email: liessmann@bigpond.com  

50 Years in Business!  

LIESSMANN & SONS  
HOME HILL  

PHONE 4782 1612  

 

Commercial Gases  

Supplied & Delivered  

Jimmy’s Handyman  

& Fencing Service 

Parliament Update 

OUR farmers know that the health of the land producing 

food for our nation, is the most valuable asset they 

have. It's a key fact, that was at the fore when debate con-

tinued on a Private Members Bill relating to the Reef Regu-

lations.   

The LNP introduced amendments to the reef regulations as 

part of this debate, which are about exempting farmers 

who participate in best management practice pro-

grams. Our amendments are based on face-to-face consul-

tation with cane collectives, including those here in the 

Burdekin. The LNP is continuing to work with industry 

groups to ensure farmers are protected not just now, but 

into the future. 

New river scans a possibility   

CONCERNS around the sediment in the Burdekin River 

and the possibility of the river itself changing course may 

soon be addressed. After consultation with the Water Min-

ister, we have made some progress and a full LIDAR scan 

of the Burdekin River is now being considered. The scan 

would provide most, if not all, of the information needed to 

ensure that action is taken to protect farmland and 

lives. Additionally, the scan will provide information that 

can be used to ensure the long-term health of Cape Bowl-

ing Green and the RAMSAR listed Cromarty Wetlands. 

While it’s not an iron-clad guarantee, it is certainly promis-

ing.  

TMR needs to address road works stall  

WHILE they may be inconvenient, road works are usually a 

sign of much-needed highway upgrades to address safety 

concerns or flooding. Unfortunately, road works south of 

Home Hill to widen areas of the highway have come to a 

grinding halt, after a contractor went into receivership. 

While works have stopped, reduced speed limits are still in 

place, creating an extraordinary level of frustration among 

drivers. I have written to TMR, who have advised that the 

current situation is being assessed with a strategy to en-

sure these vital upgrades can continue to be delivered.   

 
 

The 2021 

winning 

entry in the  

Rags to 

Runway 

Burdekin Rags to Runway 

Presentation Night 

Burdekin Netball Association Courts, 

40 Twelfth Avenue, Home Hill 

Saturday, April 9, 2022 

Seating by 7.00pm sharp 

Tickets @ $30.00 available from 

170 Arts on the Avenue, 170 Eighth Avenue, Home Hill 

Qld 4806 
 

 Facebook: Burdekin Artisans,  

 Phone: Eric Moulton 436 324 080 

   
BYO Nibbles 

Tea, Coffee and Sweets 

supplied 

Burdekin Artisan Community Association Inc. 

Commitment to Urannah Dam 
MEMBER for Burdekin, Dale Last has congratulated those 

involved in the planning for the Urannah Dam project. 

Mr Last said the opportunities and benefits that would flow 

from the Urannah Dam had been well known for many 

years now.  

“I congratulate Bowen River Utilities on their work to date,” 

he said. “The commitment of funding from the Morrison 

federal government means that our community is now one 

step closer to seizing those opportunities and seeing the 

full benefits of the project.” 



Uli Liessmann comments . . 

ON A very positive note, the Home Hill Chamber is look-

ing into getting the ply wood panels in Eighth Avenue 

near the doctor’s surgery painted in all different colours. 

Or should you have a better idea, let us know. This 

needs to be done to brighten the southern end of the 

town. You could help by wielding a paint brush or a 

paint roller—if you so feel inclined, call me on my num-

ber below. 

 

ON THE same note, the Chamber has funded the Home 

Hill Canefield Ephemera for fairy lights in Lloyd Mann 

Gardens. This will add to the display and brighten the 

park on opening night. 

 

THE Canefield Ephemera is the start to the world-

renowned Home Hill Harvest Festival and in keeping 

with this image, the committee has gone ahead and 

started the ball rolling early this year with the entry 

forms for the Ephemera sent out to various artists. With 

a bit of imagination, you or a group of friends could en-

ter—just have a go, you could be a winner. There is no 

age barrier and a group effort would be a lot of fun. In 

other words, we need you all to make it a success and 

to make an even greater success of the Harvest Festi-

val 2022. 

 

NOW if you read my last column, you will remember I 

asked some simple questions that I thought council 

could or should have answered. No response so far—

thoughts now being that the ratepayer is on a need-to-

know basis. This side of the river has a problem in not 

knowing the facts if we were to face a major catastro-

phe. Council has not answered any enquiries or con-

cerns that I’ve brought up—maybe they are just too 

busy with more important business, but I can’t for the 

life of me think of anything more important than to keep 

the general public safe. I will keep writing these columns 

in the hope of getting some response some day maybe. 

I believe Council’s responsibility is to recognise that 

there is a problem which won’t be fixed the day before a 

major event. If Council is not prepared to be a part of 

the solution, then Council is part of the problem. 

 

IT IS budget time for Council. Will they remember that 

the south side of the river, which is approximately 30 

per cent of the shire. We are not asking for 30 per cent 

of the budget, but a fair share so that the ratepayers will 

think you still care. The work sheets always list a dispro-

portionate amount of work for the north side. It just 

would look good to get a bit more needed basic infra-

structure carried out on this side, mind you nothing too 

drastic.  

 

STILL on about budget items—a small footpath cleaner 

would make a lot of people happy and can be used 

throughout the shire? I have mentioned this a hundred 

times and will 

keep mention-

ing it, just in 

case Council 

has forgotten. 

The cost is 

negligible 

compared to 

what is being 

spent at the 

present to ap-

pease a few.  

 

NO, I’m not bagging the upgrade, 

but surely someone has noticed the 

new entrance steps into the Memo-

rial Hall, as they do not comply with 

the Australian standards and are a 

danger to the general public.  (See 

picture below) Who is responsible 

and what recourse is there for the 

ratepayer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AS FOR the picture (at 

left) - This is a pity and a 

disgrace, with no respect 

for the people who 

fought and died for this 

great country of ours by 

sticking a hand rail right 

across the Honour 

Board. It is just terrible 

and further words fail 

me. 

 

 

These are my views. To contact me, please phone 

(mobile) 0439 822 064 www.uliliessmann.com.au . 

 

     - ULI LIESSMANN 

Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of Com-

merce Vice President, Uli Liessmann reports on 

local issues of interest in the Home Hill district 

All risers and goings on the 

same flight of stairs should 

have uniform dimensions 

within a tolerance of ±5 mm. 

http://www.uliliessmann.com.au/


 

170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community Association Inc. invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft 

forms at  the  Ashworths Rock Shop complex each day from 10am to 5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9.30am to 1pm Saturday. 

Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—

Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea in 

the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings. 

Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge, 

which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history; 

Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from 

February to December, starting at 9.30 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529). 

Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418 

783 799 for details of how to participate. 

Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old 

igloos and gun emplacement still in place. 

For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club (phone 0467 566 448) — amongst the 

cane fields on Iona Road); at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or at the Home Hill 

Community Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open bar. 

Burdekin Friendship Club—Every Monday from 9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr Fourteenth Street and 

Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $5 per person. Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided. 

Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one of the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the 

numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months; 

Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday. 

Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. 

The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the 

Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs. 

Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which 

is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety 

barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.  

Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first Saturday night of each month; 

Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of  Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the 

plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street 

Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth 

Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in. 

The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation 

of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting. 

 

Comments on our town or services would be appreciated. Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com 

  

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district 

StoryWalk launched into Home Hill Park 
A Home Hill StoryWalk is to be 

launched in Home Hill’s Arch 

Dunn Memorial Park on Wednes-

day, April 6, as part of the Burde-

kin Library’s April School Holiday 

Program.  

A StoryWalk is “a children’s story 

told page by page along a foot-

path or walking track”, encourag-

ing families to both enjoy explor-

ing their local community and to 

foster a love of reading.  

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said the 

StoryWalk would be launched 

make their own bee hotels, seeds 

will be provided for some bee-

friendly plants for children to plant 

at home, there will be colouring in 

activities and a teddy bears picnic 

complete with honey sandwiches 

– so don’t forget to bring your 

favourite stuffed animal.” 

While the StoryWalk launch will be 

held from 9am to 11am on April 6, 

the StoryWalk itself will remain in 

Arch Dunn Memorial Park until 

May 6. To register, phone the 

Burdekin Library (4783 9970).  

with a range of activities taking 

place on the morning of April 6. 

“Our inaugural Home Hill Story-

Walk will feature the picture book, 

Hotel for Bees, by Alison McLen-

nan from the State Library of 

Queensland’s First 5 Forever Sto-

ries for Little Queenslanders col-

lection. 

“We are very excited to be launch-

ing the StoryWalk with a range of 

fun bee-themed activities,” Cr 

McLaughlin said. “Beekeeper Nick 

from NQ Native Bees will be join-

ing us for the morning with some 

of his live stingless bees in an 

observation hive. He will be giv-

ing a presentation on the im-

portance of bees and ways we 

can all assist bees and other 

local pollinators in our gardens.” 

The Mayor said Beekeeper Nick 

would also be showing some 

honeycomb and helping to make 

bee hotels “to put in our own 

backyards”. 

“A range of recycled materials 

will be provided for children to 
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