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Shire rates rise by “only 2.5 per cent”
BURDEKIN Shire ratepayers face a general
rate increase of “only 2.5 per cent”, Mayor
Lyn McLaughlin has announced in the
2022/23 Budget brought down this week,
which she said was due to “responsible financial management and access to State
and Federal funding opportunities”.
Sitting at less than half of the March, 2022
Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation of 5.1
per cent, the Mayor said the budget “would
still deliver Council’s essential infrastructure,
services and a range of projects to benefit
residents across the Shire”.
However, there are also rises in the domestic waste service charge by $10 to $488; the
water access charge by $19 to $492; and the
sewerage charge by $17 to $577, while
council has also introduced a $30 aquatic
facilities separate charge to fund maintenance and operating costs associated with
the region’s aquatic facilities.
Cr McLaughlin said the 2022/23 Budget
included a range of not only enhancements
to the region, but opportunities to empower
locals and communities.

“In delivering the 2022/23 Budget, Council
recognised the ongoing effects of the pandemic on businesses and individuals, with a modest increase to enable the Burdekin Shire to
continue to be an enviable Local Government
Area in which to live, work, play, visit and
invest,” she said, which would assist Council
in developing Community Action Plans for
additional localities through to the continuation
of works on the Water Park in Ayr and which
will include construction of a new kiosk and
entry to the Ayr Swimming Pool.
“Council acknowledges the cost of living pressures and, as such, has kept the general rate
increase to a minimum and have increased
the pensioner remission to $380. That said,
Council is also not immune to cost increases,
with prices of fuel, electricity, material required
for construction and more all impacted. “This
is a responsible Budget delivered during difficult economic times,” the mayor commented.
While the budget still allows for a continuance
of multi-million dollar projects in Ayr, such as
the construction of the Water Park at the Ayr
Pool and the extension of the Ayr Industrial

Estate, there is little for residents of Home Hill
to celebrate, apart from normal road and traffic
maintenance, with nothing noted in media
releases for much-needed improvements to
Home Hill’s Central Business District.
The following are references to the Home Hill
community in the various press releases from
council after the budget was brought down.
Roads and drainage
More than $12.5 million will be spent on local
roads and drainage projects across the Burdekin Shire over the next 12 months, with the
$11.529 million for capital roadworks also
including design and construction of footpaths
in Alva, Giru, Home Hill and Ayr.
Cr McLaughlin said Council’s 2022/23 Budget
was all about enhancing the region in everything ranging from community workshops and
business mentorship to investing in upgrades
to roads, footpaths, drainage, water, waste
and wastewater infrastructure, parks and cultural venues.
“Council is designing further drainage on Thirteenth and Fourteenth Avenue, Home Hill.”
Continued on page 11 -

Student volunteer’s initiative supports RSL Sub-Branch
THE Home Hill Sub-Branch of the RSL has recognised the support
of a young Burdekin Catholic High School student, whose efforts in
the local community around Anzac Day have resulted in $410
being donated to the Sub-Branch.
Ethan Pengelly (13) started his volunteer sales efforts in 2021,
selling Rosemary badges he made up himself and avocadoes from
the backyard family tree to raise funds.
He continued his efforts this year, adding badges and poppies to
his original stock of products, resulting in the profits all being handed over to Home Hill RSL Sub-Branch officers.
The son of Home Hill cabinetmaker, Ian Pengelly, Ethan said he
did not have immediate family involved with the RSL, but he just
felt that if the ANZACs had not done what they did for us, we
would not be here today.
Home Hill RSL President, Richard Kelly said it was inspirational
Student volunteer, Ethan Pengelly presented his $410 return from sales of what Ethan had done through his own initiative.
badges, poppies and avocadoes to Home Hill RSL Sub-Branch officers (from He presented a “thank you” gift of a Remembrance Day Cup and
Pen to Ethan for his sales on behalf of the RSL.
left) Secretary Alan Petersen, President Richard Kelly and Uli Liessmann.

IT IS budget time—but there is little
to be enthused about for Home Hill
residents. The new Federal Government will bring its budget down in
four months, after it has settled into
its new job. The state government set
their budget last week with little benefit locally—although there should
again be many millions of dollars
allocated to keeping the Burdekin
bridge operational, as is the case
each year. The Burdekin Shire in its
budget has continued huge spending
in Ayr with nothing major south of the
river, including much-needed spending in our CBD. However, it is pleasing to see footpath improvements
being carried out in the CBD and
hopefully, that will continue in the
future, with the Post Office footpath
one that needs urgent attention.

The finer points of Home Hill . .

SHOPPERS attempting to access Home Hill’s
IGA Supermarket now have to obey the law
when entering the property from Eighth Avenue,
following the completion of a raised cement
median which prevents north-bound vehicles
crossing double lines to gain easy access. Up
until now, motorists have been entering the
turning lane providing access into Tenth Street
and then crossing the double lines to enter the
supermarket property, rather than going into
Tenth Street, turning through the parking bays
and re-entering Eighth Avenue, to drive to the
THERE was a novel situation for
supermarket. The raised median (pictured
Home Hill recently, with a governabove) which was constructed recently will not
ment minister (well an “assistant”
provide much to concern local residents, but it
minister any way) actually stopping in will be out-of-town visitors who could find themthe town to carry out official duties.
As we have mentioned previously,
facility were very open in detailing what had
especially at election times, governhappened over the river to get their new facility
ment ministers usually visit Ayr and
up and running—and a main point of a cost of
call it a visit to Home Hill as well,
$1.3 million to get it operational leaves little
which provides little opportunity for
chance for any organisation also outlaying that
Home Hill residents and organisaamount to set up another depot in Home Hill
tions to get their message across
that would also halve the containers that would
when it comes to trying to get some- be available to each of the two facilities. Howthing done in the town. The recent
ever, they were able to highlight how they were
situation arose when the Assistant
servicing Home Hill, which includes actually
Minister for Local Government, Nicky coming over from Ayr to collect relevant quantiBoyd carried out the official duties in ties of containers—all it needs is a phone call.
opening the town’s new water reser- If the Ayr facility keeps Home Hill people invoir, which will provide more security formed on what needs to be done to gain acfor our community should an emercess to that service, then those wishing to disgency arise with water supply. The
pose of cans and bottles without driving to Ayr
project is a welcome addition to our
should find the task a lot easier.
community and it will be repeated for
Ayr in the near future when their new THE rapidly increasing price of fuel could be a
reservoir (double the size) is ready to catalyst for helping Home Hill businesses by
be officially opened.
encouraging the community to shop in Home
Hill for their needs, instead of having to travel
OUR efforts to get a “Cash for Conto Ayr. Our town is well serviced by those busitainers” depot in Home Hill seems to nesses operating in our CBD and all it needs is
have little chance of success, judging for shoppers to ensure they check what is
by the message given to members of available locally before they head away from
the Chamber of Commerce at their
Home Hill. There are those who think they have
June meeting. Two leaders of the Ayr to buy supermarket needs in Ayr—but our town

selves in trouble, especially if they have started
to make the turn before finding out they cannot
now go all the way. The same situation arises at
the other end of Eighth Avenue, where motorists
attempt to enter the western side of Eighth Avenue (behind the Ti-Trees) from the turning lane
into Sixth Street, instead of entering Sixth Street
and again turning through the parking bays before going on to the local lane servicing the businesses on the western side. It has taken some
time to get something done about the turning
situation but once drivers get used to the change,
there should not be too many troubles unless
someone is silly enough to take on the raised
median, which could cause unwanted damage to
a motor vehicle.
does have an excellent supermarket that can
provide for most products and at a comparable
price. It is the same for school supplies from our
one and only newsagent, while a night out on the
town can easily be accessed at one of our local
restaurants or takeaways—and that service is
increasing, as can be seen from the Burdekin
Motor Inn’s advertisement in this issue. Buying
cars has become harder because of the lack of
dealers in the town—but drivers still have a
choice when it comes to servicing and maintaining their vehicles. However, there seems to be
little chance for proposed electric vehicles to be
too popular in the future in Home Hill unless a
charging point is provided locally by government
or our only service station—why would anyone
want to drive to Ayr to charge such a vehicle?
Rising fuel prices give local residents plenty to
think about in the future—but the main point is to
ensure you continue to support our Home Hill
businesses—and any new ones that are opening
up including a Laundromat. Local residents
should also check to see if Ayr businesses provide a delivery service to Home Hill, as is the
case with My Pets. Even though they moved to
Ayr, we were advised that they will deliver goods
to Home Hill to save you travelling to Ayr—all it
needs is a phone call. - DAVID JACKSON

Limited hard copies of Home Hill News in the future
THE Home Hill News will transition to a primarily digital publication by the end of this year, with
limited numbers of printed copies available each month from
February 2023.
In readiness for
the change, readers who currently
look forward to
their printed copy
of their favourite
local publication
at the beginning
of each month are encouraged
to provide their email address to
the Home Hill Chamber of Commerce. This will ensure they are
added to the electronic distribution list to have Home Hill News
sent directly to their inbox each
month.
Chamber President David Jackson said hundreds of readers
were already receiving an electronic version of Home Hill News,
to read online or print their own
hard copy.
The Home Hill News will also be
available for readers to access
through the Chamber’s web site,
from where it is already available.
“For those who do not have a
computer, the Chamber will be
arranging for some hard copies
to be printed each month at a
minimal price of about one dollar
per copy – but it will have to be
ordered and paid for in advance,” the Chamber President

said. “This will come into effect
from February 2023.
“In the meantime, the number of
printed copies of Home Hill News
available each month will gradually reduce as
our digital
subscriptions
increase.”
The Home Hill
Chamber is
grateful for the
excellent support received
from Wilmar Sugar for more than
four years and has expressed its
gratitude to the company for
their ongoing sponsorship, which
helped set the publication on its
way to being the main source of
local news for the local public.
Mr Jackson said Wilmar management had offered their support
with the printing of the newsletter in full colour after an original printing source was lost and it
had been ongoing since that
time.
“The Home Hill News originally
started with just two pages and it
has risen to 12 pages this week –
and in that time, the printing has
continued monthly with the excellent support of the management and administration staff of
Inkerman Mill,” he said.
“With printing costs increasing
significantly, we knew that the
sponsorship would not be able to
continue forever.
“The Chamber management

committee had already started
looking at alternatives, should Wilmar no longer be able to sustain
the current print demands.”
Mr Jackson said the Chamber was
extremely grateful to Wilmar Inkerman Mill for the excellent support
they had provided over many
years, as their staff devoted many
hours of their work time each
month to the printing of the publi-

cation at a time when mainstream media organisations were
totally ignoring the town and its
activities – except when something disastrous occurred, such
as serious accidents.
To be added to the Home Hill
News electronic distribution list,
readers of the Home Hill News
should email homehillchamber.com.au .

Burdekin Motor-Inn
The Bridge Restaurant has now
re-opened for SUNDAY ROASTS
Every SUNDAY in July—12 noon to 2pm
Book NOW to enjoy your Sunday Lunch in the
pleasant atmosphere of the Bridge Restaurant

Bridge Restaurant,
Eighth Avenue, Home Hill
For Bookings,
Phone: 4782 1511

New reservoir provides town water security
RESIDENTS of Home Hill have a more secure water supply in the town following
the official opening in June of the town’s 5ML Reservoir - a permanent long-term
treated water storage jointly funded by the Queensland Government and the Burdekin Shire Council.
Assistant Minister for Local Government, Nikki Boyd MP travelled to Home Hill for
the opening ceremony and described the resilience provided by the new infrastructure as vital in the event of an emergency.
“It is fantastic to be here to officially open the Reservoir and provide greater water
security to the residents of Home Hill, thanks to the joint efforts of the Queensland
Government and Burdekin Shire Council,” Ms Boyd said. “Home Hill was previously serviced by a 0.39ML water tower which, in the event of an emergency, potentially only had capacity to provide 20 minutes of potable water to residents.
“The opening of the 5ML Home Hill Reservoir drastically increases this storage
capacity so that, in the event of bore-field breakdown or delivery failure, residents
will have no loss of water as Council rectifies any issues.
“The 5ML Home Hill Reservoir was made possible with $1.99 million from the
Queensland Government’s Local Government Grants and Subsidies Program
funding 60 per cent of the project, with Council contributing the other 40 per cent.”
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said resilient infrastructure and long-term water security
were key priorities of Council. “A key action of Council’s Corporate Plan is to enhance water security and I want to thank the State Government for recognising the
importance of this project for Home Hill and significantly enhancing the resilience
of the township’s water supply,” she said. “As a small Council, projects of this
magnitude would take many years to budget and plan for, however with the support, we were able to deliver this project much sooner.”

Assistant Minister for Local Government, Nikki Boyd MP (left) and Burdekin Shire Mayor Lyn McLaughlin at the
official opening of the new reservoir
(pictured below with the water tower,
which previously only provided 20
minutes of potable water for Home Hill
residents)

Callan Fencing Services
All styles—all service and repairs
PRESSURE
CLEANING

MOWING
SERVICES

We will beat any
genuine written
quote by 10%

Pensioner Discounts
FREE Quotes
No job too big or too small

Call Allan—0428 006 575
Over 30 years experience

Burdekin Region Mills
Weeks 01 and 02 —ending June 25, 2022
Cane crushed This Week
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin
CCS
Invicta
Pioneer
Kalamia
Inkerman
Burdekin

165,117
56,487
63,021
76,542
361,167

Season to
Date
251,629
56,487
63,021
110,160
481,208

13.16
12.97
13.01
13.01
12.35
12.35
12.09
12.06
12.77
12.69
Comments —
Invicta and Inkerman mills both commenced crushing
on Tuesday, June 14. Crushing was delayed at Kalamia and Pioneer mills due to recent wet weather. After
working through some early commissioning issues,
Invicta and Inkerman were beginning to crush consistently by the end of the week, with the focus now on
increasing crush rates. The weekly throughput was just
over 120,000 tonnes of cane which was above our
budget for the two mills for week one. The average
weekly CCS was 12.44, which was slightly below
budget. The highest CCS sample was 16.3 from rakes
of Q240 and Q183 Plant cane in the Mulgrave productivity zone (Invicta). Burdekin residents and visitors to
the region are urged to take care around cane rail
crossings and to use their train brains.
Kalamia and Pioneer mills both started crushing on
Monday, June 20. Invicta Mill has settled down and
recorded the highest weekly throughput on record for
week two of a season. Inkerman Mill is still experiencing some commissioning issues with the newly installed B-side feeding station. Kalamia and Pioneer
had reasonable starts and are going through the normal commissioning phase. The total weekly throughput
for the Burdekin mills was just over 360,000 tonnes of
cane which was above budget for week two. The average weekly CCS was 12.78, which is still trending
slightly below budget. The highest CCS sample was
16.7 from a rake of Q240 1st Ratoon in the Stockham
Rd productivity zone (Invicta). With school holidays
under way, parents and carers are urged to remind
children of the dangers associated with cane trains.
Children should keep well away from the cane rail
network and never play on or around cane bins.
John Tait,
Cane Supply Manager,
Burdekin Region

Roaming dogs create havoc
do not occur throughout
ROAMING dogs have or in a fenced yard to enthe community.
created havoc for an sure incidents like this one
elderly Home Hill couple,
as the animals killed the
majority of their poultry
housed in several pens
in their residential property in Seventeenth
Street recently.
Mrs Bev Woods reported
the damage caused to
the hens and chickens
owned by her and her
husband, Ernie, after
three dogs were heard at
about 5am on Monday,
June 13.
She believed the alleged
culprits, which were not
big and one of which
was black, had come
through from houses
situated in the area at
the back of their property.
She estimated that they Bev Woods with some of her dead poultry and a brown dog
had lost about 20 birds in
jacket that was left behind by one of the alleged culprits
the attack, although
some had been eaten by
the culprit animals.
That included five adult
birds that were in a large
cane bin that had been
converted into a solid
cage for the birds.
“We have always had
trouble with dogs,” Mrs
Woods said, although
they did not normally see
the animals roaming
around their area.
Dead birds were lying
around the back area of
their yard, while a hen
and three chickens were
seen to be still alive in
one of the pens.
Local residents have
been urged to ensure
their pets are restrained

Parliament
Update—
AS I write this
article, Parliament is about
to sit with the
2022/2023
State Budget
due to be handed down. It’s an important Sitting, with the state’s future
spending to be outlined for the next
year and with the rises in costs of living
and plenty of opportunity for investment
in our roads, health care and education,
I will be looking to ensure the Burdekin
gets its fair share of the pie. When it
comes to roads, of course, there are
still concerns around the safety of the
turn–off to Mount Inkerman. While upgrades to the area and walking tracks
in recent years have made Mount Inkerman a popular area for visitors, it
has also meant there has been an increase in traffic turning off the highway.
In a report outlining roads investment
over the coming years, the upgrades
have been identified for more than
$3million in funding, so I will be looking
to make sure those plans remain on
track.

Minister responds to Pigeon problem—
THE battle to control feral pigeons in

Home Hill is
what could
only be described as
uphill. With
the high potential of reinfestation, as well as how widespread the
populations of feral pigeons are, the Minister has ruled out the feasibility of a permanent control method for feral pigeons.
I know that feral pigeons have caused
some very real concerns in Home Hill,
not only because of the mess they leave,
but the potential health hazards. Given
the Minister has referred to local laws
currently in place as well as efforts council can undertake, I would hope that the
state government provides any support
needed to the council to assist in managing the problem.
Personal Safety—
IT HAS recently been brought to my attention that many residents and business
owners in Home Hill are experiencing
unwanted intrusions in to their properties,
particularly late at night. Any incidents of
unlawful entry or suspicious activity
should be immediately reported to police.
You will find some additional information
on both property and personal security
at your local police station.

Launch of local
League history
A HISTORY of rugby league played in the
Burdekin district from its earliest days is to
be launched later this year. Author Martin
Grandelis completed writing a history of
the Atherton Roosters in 2018 as part of
that area’s 100 year anniversary.
“Seeing the old pics of rooster jerseys reignited an interest to write the history of
rugby league in the Burdekin, so I made
contact with past players, officials and
supporters and started trawling through
old papers and records in the State Library and Archives,” Martin recalled.
Rugby league started in Home Hill around
1920, with Zambuks, Cities, Osborne and
Iyah as foundation clubs. By mid-1920s,
Home Hill representative teams were a
force in Country Carnivals and sometimes, the B grade competition.
A great Home Hill player from the 1930s
was Roy Boxall, who came to Zambuks
Club in 1932, after establishing himself as
a dashing winger in the 1931 Bulimba
Cup competition. Roy Boxall made an
immediate impact and along with other
Home Hill players, Roy Backer and Bill
Faulkner was selected in the NQ team
that played England on 26 June 1932 at
the Townsville Sports Reserve.
In 1933, Zambuks Club was again a major force in the Home Hill club competition. On May 10, 1933, Zambuks defeated
Home Hill Colts by 13 - 8, with Roy Boxall
again prominent. In late May, 1933, Zambuks A grade team, including Roy Boxall
defeated the Ayr representative team, 14
- 0 and Collinsville 27- 5. Roy appears to
have played little football after 1933. The
name Boxall however would live on in the
history of rugby league in Home Hill and
the Burdekin. The book includes a detailed profile of Roy as well as those of 60
other players, officials and referees and
includes over 400 team photographs. It
also records the Ayr, Home Hill and Burdekin club and representative competitions, Grand Finals and more from the
1920s until 1986.

Chappies benefit from
Hilda’s cosy bed socks

Mrs Hilda Frew with her table of bed socks in front of the Home Hill Newsagency,
where they sold like hot cakes after being promoted on Facebook and (inset) Hilda
proudly shows off the Certificate presented to her by the Scripture Union Queensland in recognition of her ongoing support for the Burdekin Chaplains.

Funding from Pacific Hydro
TWO Home Hill-based
organisations have been
successful in receiving
funding as part of 15 projects, totalling $80,000, to
receive support from Pacific
Hydro in the 2022 funding
period.
The two successful Home
Hill organisations were the
Home Hill Community Kindergarten for a Mural by an
Indigenous Artist and the
Home Hill Harvest Festival’s Gateway to Home Hill.
On top of that, the Volunteer Marine Rescue (VMR)

Burdekin Inc., which is based
near the Burdekin Bridge,
received funding to update
vital electronics in its secondary vessel from Pacific Hydro’s Haughton Sustainable
Communities Fund.
The electronics upgrades will
increase the safety of the
crews operating the vessel
and improve the efficiency of
rescues in the community.
VMR Burdekin President,
Steve Wilson, said grants like
the one provided by Pacific
Hydro were extremely important to VMR Burdekin.

LONG-TIME Home Hill resident, Hilda Frew (89) is constantly
knitting—so much so that her latest efforts have resulted in
another $200 being donated to the Burdekin School Chaplains
Hilda is well known for her support for the ‘Chappies”, regularly
assisting another local resident, Margaret Taylor with their
street stalls in front of the Home Hill Newsagency.
However, recently she has been selling her “Cosy bed socks”,
which she has been knitting over a long period—initially without a lot of sales success. She was joined by Jane Becker as
they attempted to sell the bed socks in Ayr, but they only sold
two pairs—and they were to Home Hill residents.
However, their selling success changed with the use of social
media, as an entry on Facebook resulted in Hilda selling out
her complete stock of 40 pairs of socks at one stall in front of
the Home Hill Newsagency recently.
Hilda said she always knitted the socks with two strains of
wool, which meant they were really strong and she was quite
proud of the fact that she had been able to sell all her socks so
quickly.
She was not looking for praise for her efforts—her only reason
for publicising the result was so she could pass on her thanks
to the Home Hill Newsagency for their support and to all those
people who had purchased her socks.
The School Chaplains have not forgotten her support as well,
as they presented her with a Certificate for her donation—her
third in three years—not just on this occasion but throughout
the past, as her ongoing support ensures the Chaplains are
available to help the school students in the Burdekin.

Tennis Association to host dual July events
THE Home Hill Tennis Association
will be recording a new first in July,
as it hosts a North Queensland
Games event as well as a Tennis
Seniors Queensland Tournament.
The Tennis Seniors Tournament,
with About Town Bait and Tackle as the major sponsors, is the
third of a series of Senior’s events
that are being held in the north,
with the second following in June
in Cairns and Home Hill will be
hosting the final one.
Events are played in 30+, 45+,
60+ and 70+ in singles, doubles
and mixed doubles and with the
competition being a round robin
event, everyone is guaranteed a
lot of tennis.

Doubles will be held on Saturday
morning, with the singles on Saturday afternoon and mixed doubles
on Sunday morning.
Tennis Seniors Queensland aims
to create a friendly and sociable
atmosphere for any player who is
aged 30 or over through the promotion and encouragement of
seniors 30+ tennis tournaments.
Home Hill Tennis has been in
close contact with Gail Bates from
Tennis Seniors Queensland, with
her husband, Max Bates being a
six-time champion of the Home Hill
Open, winning in 1973, 1974,
1975, 1977, 1978 and 1982.
The Home Hill Association is looking forward to welcoming a large

contingent of seniors to their fun
and friendly event, where the
weather is “beautiful one day and
perfect the next” and July winters
are the best.
The North Queensland Games is
running concurrently with the Seniors Tournament and is open to all
ages, including seniors.
The fun, round robin event is also
played in sessions and begins on
Saturday lunch time with doubles
and mixed doubles in the evening.
Those keen on singles will play on
Sunday morning and all players
will receive a North Queensland
Games pack, valued at over $20,
as part of their entry fee.
One event costs $30, two events

Burdekin Rewards encourages ‘Buying Local’
THE importance of buying
local will again be highlighted throughout the Burdekin
Shire, as the Burdekin Rewards Loyalty Program
continues to encourage
residents to shop locally in 2022.
That follows a decision of the Burdekin Shire Council to endorse a $3500 contribution towards the Ayr
and Home Hill Chambers of Commerce to continue
co-ordinating the program.
The initiative involves a loyalty card being stamped
every time a person shops at participating stores
and cafes and, once it is completed, is placed into
entry barrels for the chance to win one of five $50
Burdekin gift cards monthly and one of three $1000
Burdekin gift cards annually.
Economic Development Advisory Group representative, Cr Michael Detenon said the program
had been well supported by both locals and visitors
in its first year.
“In 2021, the Burdekin Rewards Loyalty Program
received more than 4000 entries and awarded
more than 110 gift cards to a number of both residents and visitors to our Shire, simply for supporting our local businesses,” Cr Detenon said.
“This program was implemented in September
2020 in response to the impacts of COVID-19 on

small businesses and is designed to support local operators
by boosting awareness, supporting local jobs and rewarding
loyalty.
“The Burdekin is home to a
range of boutique offerings that you won’t find in other
towns or larger cities,” he said. “We welcome a lot of
visitors to our region specifically for our shopping and it
is a credit to the fantastic business owners and staff who
represent our Shire so well.”
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said support for the program was
testament to the hard work of both Chambers of Commerce in the Burdekin.
“I want to commend the Ayr and Home Hill Chambers of
Commerce for championing local businesses and continuing the Burdekin Rewards Loyalty Program,” she said.
“Council is proud to support this initiative and it is exciting to see not only a significant amount of entries from
residents of Burdekin postcodes, but also those from
outside the Shire.
“The Burdekin is the best place to live, work, play, visit
and invest and our small businesses play a key role in
this.” Whether you have picked up a Burdekin Rewards
Loyalty Program card in the past or not, Cr McLaughlin
encouraged local residents to collect one and celebrate
the incredible variety of retail and hospitality businesses
in the region.

are $40 and three events are $50.
Winners will be in the running to
win a gold, silver or bronze NQ
games medal.
More information is available by
emailing Kate Casswell at homehilltennis@gmail.com or PM Home
Hill Tennis Association Facebook
page.
It is anticipated that many local players will make the most of this special
opportunity.
Entries are online https://
tournaments.tennis.com.au/
tournament/d7420605-d5c9-45e0b03c-8e68843eff9b and the
Seniors Tournament Link is - https://
tournaments.tennis.com.au/
tournament/9ff15bfa-1265-4536-956d
-0618cefcac1c

Business Basics
Grants available
APPLICATIONS for a $5000
Business Basics Grant, which
will allow new and emerging
Home Hill businesses to improve their day-to-day operations, have been open since
early in May, 2022.
More information about the grants,
including guidelines and eligibility
criteria, is available by visiting www.business.qld.gov.au/
businessbasics .

The grant is designed to help
smaller or newer businesses
with turnover of up to $300,000
for the current financial year.
Activities eligible to be funded
include Training and Coaching,
Website build/upgrades, Professional business advice, Strategic marketing services, Business continuity and succession.
Businesses that believe they
might meet the criteria have
been advised that as the grant
is competitive, they need to be
prepared to submit their application immediately it opens.

Country Music artist entertains as Stockdale family celebrates
With JEANETTE GARVEY

RETURNING to Groper Creek recently was
nationally acclaimed
Australian country music guitarist, songwriter
and producer, Nev
Molloy, who entertained guests gathered
around the regular Friday night campfire.
Nev has toured with
Lindsay Butler, Troy
Cassar-Daley, Bill
Chambers, the Howie Brothers, Paul Lester, Brian Letton,
Chad Morgan and others. He was house guitarist for Rick
(Ford) Aitchison’s Cavalcade of Country and has recorded
more than 60 albums for numerous artists. Inducted into
Tamworth’s Country
Music Hall of Fame in
2018 as a “Hands of
Fame” recipient, Nev’s
lifetime of musical contribution has been recognised across Australia and two books
have just been published, incorporating
Groper Creek visitors Brad Sheppard, Warhis memoirs and colren Coe and Ellis Nevin (left) enjoying their
lection of bush poetry.
campfire cooking while guitarist Nev Molloy
Thanks for visiting us
(above) entertains the crowd.
again Nev and Brenda.
NOT everyone can brag
about catching a 90cm
Queenfish directly off
the bank at Groper
Creek, but that was the
case recently for Graeme Falvey. Getting up
early to hopefully catch
some Whiting, Graeme
managed to land the
prize fighting fish on his
lightly-rigged rod, complete with a little 1.0
hook.
FOUR generations of the Stockdale
family celebrated 100 years of
memories at Groper Creek on June
12 in The Boat House. Seventy descendants of the late twin brothers,
Morris and Kenneth Stockdale
(pictured left on their sixtieth birthdays), who would have turned 100
years of age on June 7, 2022, gath-

Jetty Jottings

ered to share stories of
the two remarkable men
who loved their fishing,
families and life in general. Home Hill sugar
cane farmers, the men
both had huts at Groper
Creek and were Life
Members of the Home
Hill Boat Club. Morris
and his wife, Maisie had
six children, while Kenneth and his wife, Annie
had five children, who
all grew up at the creek.
Leaving behind the legacy of large families,
Eldest family member, Doug Stockdale
the next generations
have also expanded
cuts the cake.
with the Stockdale
name well and truly entrenched and living on in Home
Hill and Groper Creek.

Stockdale family descendants (from left) Stella Burrows, Janet Delaney,
Robert Stockdale, Joy McCarron, Doug Stockdale, Phil Stockdale and
Russell Stockdale. Absent— Ken and John Stockdale (deceased), Elizabeth Edwards and Ian Stockdale, who were unable to attend.

TURNING heads in the park recently with their strikingly restored 1972 HQ SS Holden towing their 1958
Wayfarer caravan were Airlie Beach couple, Craig and
Ange Clarke (pictured below). Craig has had his pride
and joy HQ for over a decade now while the quaint van
has taken the
past five
to six
years to
meticulously
restore to
its original condition.

Full track renovation after
Race Club July meeting
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50 Years in Business!

PLANS are in place for the
Home Hill Race Track to
undergo a full track renovation commencing on Monday, July 11 – immediately
after the Burdekin Race
Club’s meeting to be held on
Saturday, July 9.
As part of a busy year ahead
for the local club, members
will be making preparations
for the Derby Day race meeting in late October, another
race meeting in January,
2023 and the Queensland
Country Racing awards in
association with another
race meeting, which will be
hosted by the Burdekin Club
in February, 2023.
Club President, Ricky Gudge
told a recent meeting that
while he knew they were all
looking forward to a rest
after the outstanding success of the 2022 Burdekin
Growers Race Day, “I am
aware there is already ideas
being tabled to make our
silver anniversary (of the
Growers Race Day) one to
remember”.
While he said he could not
reiterate the sentiments
enough to be so proud of
their achievements in 2022,
they were constantly talking
to members of other clubs,
either personally or over the
phone, asking how they did
things.

“The word is out and has
been for a while that the
Burdekin Race Club does it
right,” Mr Gudge said, as he
told the meeting of “a few
changes under way around
the place” that included the
internal TAB monitors all
located above the betting
ring door, the trophy cabinet
on the cold room, all the
Growers Race Day banners
in position and a new concrete pad for the fashion
marquee.
The success of the 2022
Growers Race Day included
exceptional patronage, excellent behaviour and fantastic racing, with Mr Gudge
offering congratulations to
the club “for conducting an
eight-event card, which has
never been achieved before,
or not since I’ve been involved over the last almost
30 years - and the north’s
top trainer, John Manzelmann even going as far as
telling a RQA representative
they needed to look after
clubs like ours.”
The Burdekin Club has also
been contacted by the
Townsville Race Club regarding racing trials on the
Home Hill track and the
local club is now seeking
quotations for their desired
construction of stage two of
their grand stand building.

The thrill of racing in Home Hill . . Saturday, July 9
Join in an enjoyable
afternoon of ‘the
Sport of Kings’ at the
Home Hill Race Track
Cafe and full bar facilities
available on course

Five local races plus southern
events, TAB, local bookmakers

Uli Liessmann comments . .
THE Home Hill Harvest Festival is in the process of building and
erecting a new large modern installation in Lloyd Mann Garden to
complement the other installations already there. With help from the
Burdekin Shire Council, Burdekin Library, Hydro Pacific, Home Hill
Chamber and Sweet FM, this installation will be called “The Gate
Way to Home Hill”. This a purposely built aluminium structure within
the park, dedicated to the past and present. The structure will be
covered in vinyl sheeting and will feature old and new photos, including art works for added colour, to be featured in a collage format
of Home Hill residents. Now with that in mind, we are looking for
past and present photos of Home Hill people, who have lived here
or still living here. These photos will be copied onto the vinyl sheeting and then affixed to the aluminium structure. We hope to make
this an iconic photogenic installation, which will tell some of the
stories of our past. Now the ball is in your court—without your
pictures you cannot be included.
AS ABOVE and on the subject of old pictures, Sweet FM has received thousands of photos from the now closed The Advocate and
The Observer newspapers. We are, at present, sorting and archiving early and historical photos from throughout the Burdekin Shire
and when I say we have thousands of photos, I mean that literally.
This will be an ongoing project for a long time. Some of these pictures will find their way onto the installation in the park, all contributions are welcome—just a thought not all photos might be used.
COUNCIL work is in progress on the upgrading of the footpath
(pictured below) on the western side of Eighth Avenue. Although
this is welcomed, the fact remains too little is done on this side of
the river. For workmanship 10 out of ten and six out of ten to council

Businessman and Home Hill Chamber of Commerce Vice President, Uli Liessmann reports on
local issues of interest in the Home Hill district
effort in not doing more and only if and when it is absolutely necessary.
REMEMBER the Home Hill laundromat in Eighth Avenue that was
operational many years ago and closed because of the constant
vandalism. Well, a new Laundromat by Peter Caesar of Nikko’s
Is open across the street and I wish them all the best in this new
venture.
ALSO, I am led to believe a possible new gym studio is going to
open in the same block. It looks like it is full steam ahead for Home
Hill and I want to congratulate everyone for showing faith in this
community.
A SUGGESTION only—to move the old mail
box in Eighth Avenue across from the Post
Office. Although the parking is good, how about
moving it to the other end of town where people
do their shopping (pictured right) - what are
your thoughts on this subject?
A well-attended dinner was held by the RSL
Sub-Branch, Home Hill at the Crown Hotel with
a great meal and very good service. We had
the pleasure of having the northern RSL President giving a talk on
current issues facing the RSL Australia-wide. This talk was well
received with many questions.
A COUNCIL meeting held on June 14, 2022 was a bit wanting in
information as reported/printed by the local media—they could try a
bit harder. Council works update as of June 16— North side, nine
jobs; South side, one job; Giru, one job. Council upcoming work—
North side, 3, South side, 0
These are my views. To contact me, phone (mobile) 0439 822 064
or go to www.uliliessmann.com.au .
- ULI LIESSMANN

Council rates rising by “only 2.5 per cent”
Continued from page 1—
Funding is also allocated towards the design
and construction of stage three of the Burdekin Be Active Trail along Ninth Avenue.
Cr McLaughlin said strategic planning allowed Council to deliver a number of community-enhancing projects with support from
all tiers of Government.
This strategic planning is occurring in other
areas too, with Home Hill’s Watson’s Green

and Memorial Park Master Plan adopted last
year also securing State Government funding
for a sensory trail in Memorial Park in 2022/23
to complement the Watson’s Green Ninja
Warrior Course, completed last financial year.
“To assist with funding the operation of all
aquatic facilities in the Shire, including the Ayr,
Home Hill, Clare and Millaroo Swimming
Pools and the Water Park in Ayr, Council will
introduce a separate charge of $30 per ratea-

ble property,” she said.
Water projects
Cr McLaughlin said following the official opening
of the Home Hill 5ML Reservoir earlier this
month, Council’s focus for water projects in the
2022/23 Budget was on continued improved
resilience. “A further $200,000 is also allocated
to the continued installation of smart water meters across the Shire, which forms part of a sixyear program.”

Mosquitoes on the move following wet weather
RESIDENTS of Home Hill have
been reminded by the Burdekin
Shire Council to be prepared to
reduce the likelihood of mosquito breeding around their
homes following rainfall.
Mosquito numbers increase
following floods and storms as
standing groundwater provides
perfect breeding conditions.
Mayor Lyn McLaughlin said
there were simple steps resi-

dents could take to keep themselves and their families safe.
“As rain begins to subside across
North Queensland, I urge all
residents to begin inspecting
their yards for potential mosquito sites and do your part in preventing breeding,” she said.
“Areas of standing or stagnant
water offer the perfect conditions for mosquito breeding, so
as part of tidying yards, remove

any pools of water you may come
across – this could involve clearing
debris from ditches to allow drainage
or filling in holes and vehicle wheel
ruts. Rain may also collect in containers around your yard, so it is important to empty, store or dispose of
these responsibly. Containers could
include both indoor and outdoor pot
plant bases, spare tyres, tarps, fallen
palm fronds, buckets, blocked gutters
and more.”

While preventing breeding is
important, residents have also
been reminded that they should
also take steps to avoid being
bitten. “If you are outdoors for an
extended period, it is recommended you regularly apply insect repellent, wear long, light
and loose clothing and avoid
spending time outdoors at dawn
and dusk when mosquitoes are
most active,” Cr McLaughlin said.

Places to see, things to do in the Home Hill district
170 Arts on the Avenue—The Burdekin Artisan Community Association Inc. invites you to inspect their display of various arts and craft
forms at the Ashworths Rock Shop complex each day from 10am to 5pm Tuesday to Friday and 9.30am to 1pm Saturday.
Beachmount/Wunjunga—Visitors can move off the Bruce Highway south of Home Hill to spend time at the community’s beaches—
Beachmount and the community of Wunjunga. Travel east off the highway south of Inkerman across gravel roads until meeting the sea
in the vicinity of Funny Dunny Park where tourists can enjoy a stay in pleasant surroundings.
Burdekin River and the Burdekin Bridge - part of the Bruce Highway plus Home Hill Lions Club Diorama at southern end of bridge,
which features five new panels detailing the pioneering sugar industry work of John Drysdale and the town’s early history;
Burdekin National Servicemen’s Association meets at the Home Hill Community Sports Club on the first Sunday of each month from
February to December, starting at 9 am. Contact Secretary (4782 2368) or President (4783 5529).
Card making, scrapbooking, album making and assorted jewellery classes at Lynn and Mike’s Craft Studio, Home Hill. Phone 0418
783 799 for details of how to participate.
Charlie’s Hill World War II site, about seven kilometres south of Home Hill – former radar station during the second world war—Old
igloos and gun emplacement still in place.
For the sports man and woman - Join in the friendly atmosphere at the Home Hill Golf Club (phone 0467 566 448) — amongst the
cane fields on Iona Road); at the excellent Home Hill Tennis complex in the centre of the Home Hill Race Track; or at the Home Hill
Community Sports Club Inc. (4782 1185) which offers roll-up bowls Thursdays and Sundays at 12.30pm with an open bar.
Burdekin Friendship Club—Every Monday from 9.30am to 11.30am at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Cnr Fourteenth Street and
Tenth Avenue, Home Hill. $5 per person. Light entertainment and fellowship. Morning Tea provided.
Groper Creek - worth a look as it is a unique small village —one ofThree
the many creeks in the Burdekin Delta allowing access to the
numerous fishing areas throughout the district—very popular with visitors who return each year to enjoy our climate over several months;
Home Hill Friends and Neighbours Craft Group—meets every Wednesday from 9am to 11.30am at the Home Hill Community Sports
Club, Ninth Avenue, Home Hill for general craft activities and cooking tips. Cost is $3 with morning tea. Phone 0427 804 129 for more
information
Home Hill Swimming Pool (Eleventh Avenue) is open throughout the summer months—5.30am to 7pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday; 5.30am to 6pm Wednesday; 10am to 6pm Sunday.
Home Hill Service Clubs—The Home Hill Lions Club meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and fourth Mondays of each month.
The Home Hill Rotary Club meets at their Club House (58 Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill) on the first Tuesday of each month and at the
Malpass Hotel, Home Hill at 6.30pm on each other Tuesday night of the month. Visitors are welcome at both clubs.
Mount Inkerman—approximately 12km south of Home Hill, near the township of Inkerman. Access to the top is via a narrow road, which
is not suitable for caravans and a “Nature Trail” for walkers. The narrow road has been widened in sections and a number of new safety
barriers installed. Recommend visiting as there are outstanding views of the surroundings such as cane and other farms.
Old Time Dancing at the St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Tenth Avenue, Home Hill on the first three Saturday nights of each month;
Pioneer Avenue Plaques – learn about the history of many of the pioneers of Home Hill and the Burdekin District by reading the
plaques situated along the western side of the ti-trees in Home Hill’s main street
Sing Along with the Home Hill Choral Society — every Wednesday evening at the “The Vault” - the Choral Society Hall in Eighth
Avenue—from 7pm to 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in.
The Big Canecutters—Visit the former Home Hill Showgrounds (southern end of town across the railway line) to see the representation
of the former canecutters that cut the Burdekin district’s sugar cane crop before the advent of mechanical cane harvesting.
Comments on our town or services would be appreciated. Email ddjacko@bigpond.com or secretary@homehillchamber.com

